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The Cow Creek Umpqua Indian Foundation held their semi-annual giving ceremony Thursday, January 
15, with 93 non-profits receiving grants. One of those recipients was the Oregon Lions Sight and Hearing 
Foundation. They received $5,000 for the continued support of vision screening in schools in southern Or-
egon. (ABOVE) On hand to accept the award on behalf of the Oregon Lions Sight and Hearing Foundation 
was Dr. Steve Tronnes who is one of the 13 screeners statewide. Last year the Foundation, with the assis-
tance of Lions clubs and a host of volunteers, screened 200,000 students throughout the state.

Cow Creek Foundation grants over $759k to non-profits
ROSEBURG -- The Cow Creek 

Umpqua Indian Foundation cele-
brated its winter awards ceremony 
on Thursday at Seven Feathers Ca-
sino Resort, distributing $759,930 to 
93 of Southern Oregon’s most ded-
icated and compassionate non-profit 
organizations that work tirelessly to 
strengthen their communities.

The grants were awarded to 
non-profits in Douglas, Jackson, Jo-
sephine, Coos, Klamath, Lane and 
Deschutes counties. With Thurs-
day’s awards, the total amount of 
philanthropic giving by the Cow 
Creek Umpqua Indian Foundation 
(CCUIF) reached $27,199,988 since 
it was founded in 1997.

The ceremony brought together 
dozens of non-profit leaders who 
confront some of the most pressing 
challenges facing Southern Oregon 
communities, from food insecurity 
and housing instability to youth de-
velopment and healthcare access.

“Non-profit work is hard. You 
are understaffed and underfund-

ed. There are bureaucratic hurdles, 
burnout, and the emotional weight 
of witnessing suffering in the com-
munity. The problems you’re trying 
to solve are getting more complex,” 
said Carla Keene, Chairman of the 
Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe 
of Indians. “Yet you show up. You 
keep going. You find ways to do 
more with less. Thank you for your 
resilience.”

“I’ve known many of you for a 
long time and I think of the founda-
tion now as a woven blanket,” said 
CCUIF Executive Director Carma 
Mornarich. “The people of South-
ern Oregon are now covered and 
warmed by a blanket that you all 
wove together. I thank you for cre-
ating that warm blanket that wraps 
around our communities.”

CCUIF makes contributions 
twice per year based on the follow-
ing core principles: no one should 
go hungry; every child should feel 
safe; education builds character; and 
healthy bodies and healthy minds 

mean healthy communities.
Grantees apply for specific funds 

that are dedicated to projects out-
lined in their application. Some no-
table recipients of this term’s grants 
include: Furnish Hope, a furniture 

bank in Deschutes County that re-
ceived $5,000 to provide free fur-
nishings to low-income people and 
families transitioning from home-
lessness; Adventure! Children’s Mu-
seum in Lane County that received 

$7,500 to offset costs for reduced 
or free entrance for families; Grants 
Pass Family YMCA in Josephine 
County who received $10,000 to 
help organize day camp field trips for 

See GRANTS Page 6

Act of Congress restores historical 
funding back to O&C counties

DOUGLAS COUNTY – The As-
sociation of O&C Counties (AOCC) 
Executive Director, Doug Robert-
son, and AOCC Board President, 
Douglas County Commissioner Tim 
Freeman are ecstatic to announce 
that Congress has passed the FY26 
Interior Appropriations Bill.   The 
passing of the bill represents one of 
the most, if not the most significant 
achievements and highest priorities 
for O&C Counties in the last 44 
years.  

With strong bi-partisan support 
in Congress, this action upholds a 
promise made by the 1937 O&C Act.  
The AOCC Counties are extremely 
appreciative of the bipartisan lead-
ership in Congress that helped push 
this historic action across the finish 
line.  The FY26 Interior Appropria-
tions Bill corrects revisions made in 
1982 and returns O&C counties to 
their rightful 75-percent of shared 
timber receipts from O&C lands.  
This will ultimately be reflected by 
a 50 percent increase of the current 
revenue share for O&C Counties on 
an annual basis. 

The additional revenue created 
by this update could not come at a 
more critical time for counties as 
they face continuing strains on their 
budgets with inflation, rising costs, 
and the reduction of other revenue 
streams.   This will help counties to 
maintain the critical services they 
provide, such as public safety, senior 
services, veteran services and other 
extremely vital public services. 

As one of the highest priorities of 
the AOCC board, executive board, 
staff, and its member counties, the 
fix contained in this bill has been 
the focus of our sustained advocacy 
efforts for decades. For AOCC Pres-
ident, Douglas County Commis-
sioner Tim Freeman, this legislation 
represents a definitive goal and top 
priority for the past 10 years.

“Having worked on O&C timber 
management for the last 40 years, 
this action marks one of the most 
significant achievements in that 
work.  I would like to recognize my 
Board of Directors and Executive 
Board for their support and engage-

See AOCC Page 10

Crab feed seats now on sale
MYRTLE CREEK -- The seats for the annual Lions crab 

feed are now on sale. The event is set for Saturday, February 7, 
from 4 to 7 p.m. at the Coffenberry Middle School Cafeteria.
Cost of the event is $50 per person. There are 200 seats avail-
able for purchase this year. There are also corporate tables 
available which seat eight and other perks for $400.  

To purchase your seat call Gail at 541-733-5450 or Joanna 
at 541-863-3171.

COY nominations open 
MYRTLE CREEK – The Myrtle Creek~Tri City Area 

Chamber of Commerce’s annual Citizen of the Year awards 
are now open for nominations.This year’s awards ceremony is 
scheduled for Saturday, March 28, at the Myrtle Creek Grange.

This year’s theme is Diamonds and Denim. This is the 68th 
annual holding of the event. Patrons are asked to dress the 
theme however they interpret it.

The categories that are up for nomination are as always Man 
of the Year, Woman of the Year, Business of the Year, Lifetime 
Achievement, and Special Recognition.

Nominations are due by 5 p.m. on Saturday, February 21.

Goal setting workshop set
CANYONVILLE -- City of Canyonville will hold a Goal 

Setting Session at City Hall Council Chambers, 250 N Main 
Canyonville, OR 97417, Thursday, January 29, 2026, at 7:00 
p.m.

According toi city officials, a new year brings future accom-

plishments and new goals. 
Reflecting on the progress made over the past two years 

helps them identify what remains to be completed and what 
new priorities should be set. 

By aligning their goals with available resources, they can 
plan effectively and ensure continued growth and success for 
the community. 

City staf and elected offivccals invite everyone to at-
tend and share their ideas as they plan for the year ahead. 

Access still open but emails needed
MYRTLE CREEK --All current subscribers of The Doug-

las County Mail are currently being entered into the system 
and for the month of January will have unlimited access to the 
website and the e-edition of the paper at dcmail.info.

At the end of January the access will become user name and 
password dependent. The Douglas County Mail staff wanted 
to make sure that everyone is able to access their paper so as of 
February your user name will be your subscriber name. That 
is the name that is printed on your label on the front page in 
the upper right hand corner, which is normally your name or 
business name.

The universal password at this point will be dcmail. Once 
you log in for the first time you will be able to change your 
password if you want to do so and also change your email.

Email will be the only way in the future that you will re-
ceive notices and reminders of your subscription status. Please 
provide an updated email.
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Sports

South  Douglas 
County Sports 

Calendar

Area Prep Sports 
Scoreboard

Boys Basketball
Friday, January 23

Sutherlin at South Umpqua, 7 p.m.
Camas Valley at Glendale, 7:30 p.m.

Umpqua Valley Christian at Riddle, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, January 24

Days Creek at Eddyville, 5 p.m.
Tuesday, January 27

Siuslaw at South Umpqua, 7 p.m.
Riddle at Glendale, 7:30 p.m.

Days Creek at New Hope Christian, 7:30 p.m.

Girls Basketball
Friday, January 23

Sutherlin at South Umpqua, 5:30 p.m.
Umpqua Valley Christian at Riddle, 6 p.m.

Powers at Days Creek, 6 p.m.
Camas Valley at Glendale, 6 p.m.

Saturday, January 24
Days Creek at Eddyville, 3:30 p.m.

Tuesday, January 27
Siuslaw at South Umpqua, 5:30 p.m.

Riddle at Glendale, 6 p.m.
Days Creek at New Hope Christian, 6 p.m.

Wrestling
Thursday, January 22

Creswell vs. South Umpqua BWR Meet, South 
Umpqua, 6 p.m.

Saturday, January 24
Riddle at Panther Coastal Clash, Gold Beach ,8 

a.m.
Riddle at Alsea Bay Classic, Waldport, 10 a.m.

Boys Basketball
JANUARY 16

Days Creek 71
North Douglas 52

South Umpqua 59
Glide 45

JANUARY 17
North Clackamas 
Christian 62
Days Creek 44

Riddle 70
Crow 46

JANUARY 20
Days Creek 77
Camas Valley 29

Glendale 64
Yoncalla 27

Girls Basketball
JANUARY 15

Days Creek 36
Prospect 3

JANUARY 16
Powers 78
Glendale 33

North Douglas 58
Days Creek 36

Glide 42
South Umpqua 32

JANUARY 17
Crow 40
Riddle 21

JANUARY 20
Camas Valley 43
Days Creek 24

Rogue Valley 
Adventist Academy 57
Riddle 13

Glendale 48
Yoncalla 31

Douglas County Mail photos by Bob Chaney, Sr.
Days Creek took on North Douglas on January 16. The boys came away with a 71-52 
victory while the Lady Wolves fell 58-36 to the Warriors. (TOP) Days Creek senior guard 
Xane Hopkins (#0) puts up a baseline jumper over the outstretched arm of a North Doug-
las defender. (BOTTOM) Days Creek’s sophomore guard Maggie Brown (#4) drives the 
lane and lays one in for two. See more photos from the two contests on Page 11.

Days Creek boys remain perfect in league 
DAYS CREEK – The 

Days Creek boys basketball 
squad added two more league 
notches to the proverbial belt 
this last week as they took 
down North Douglas and 
Camas Valley, 71-56 and 77-
29, respectfully.

The two victories kept the 
Wolves Skyline League re-
cord unblemished at 4-0.

The first of the two con-
test came on Friday evening, 
January 16, as North Douglas 
visited Days Creek, a place 
where one longtime coach 
and fan of south county ath-
letics said James Ellis rarely 
gets beat, referring to Days 
Creek Head Coach James El-
lis. Ellis has been at the helm 
of Days Creek basketball for 
32 years and amassed a total 
of 522 wins as a boys basket-
ball coach.

On Friday night Days 
Creek jumped out to an early 
7-0 lead but North Douglas 
came roaring back and took 
the first quarter 15-14.

In the second quarter the 
Wolves turned up the defense 
just a bit and outscored the 
Warriors 12-8 to take a slim 
26-23 halftime lead.

In the third quarter Days 

Creek came out firing and was 
red not as they scored the first 
six points of the quarter  and 
with just three minutes gone 
in the period North Douglas 
called a timeout after Days 
Creek opened up a double 
digit lead at 39-27, capping a 
13-4 run.

Over the remainder of the 
quarter the two played fairly 
even and the Wolves took the 
quarter 25-14 to open up a 51-
37 lead as they never looked 
back.

In the fourth it was more 
of the same with the Warriors 
being unable to cut into the 
Days Creek advantage.

The Wolves pushed the 
lead out even further as they 
took the quarter 20-15 for the 
18 point victory, 71-52.

Senior Xane Hopkins had 
a career night as he scored a 
career-high 26 points while 
grabbing eight rebounds and 
adding six assists.

Not to be outdone fellow 
senior Daniel Brown also 
posted a career-high with 16 
point and he logged a dou-
ble-double in the process as 
he ripped down 12 boards.

Cam Stufflebeam dumped 
in 17 points in the winning ef-

fort and Trenton Ladd added 
12 points to round out those 
in double figures

On Tuesday evening, Janu-
ary 20, the Wolves took to the 
road to meet Camas Valley.

It didn’t take the Wolves 
long to sting the Hornets as 
they outscored the host school 
24-5 in the first quarter.

They followed that up with 
a 31-7 advantage in the sec-
ond to take a commanding 
55-12 lead at the halfway 
point.

In the third quarter the 
Wolves eased up a bit but still 
won the quarter 16-8 to go 
into the final eight minutes up 
71-20.

Camas Valley outscored 
the Wolves 9-6 in the fourth 
to bring the final tally to 77-
29.

Three players wound up 
with 14 points each led by 
sophomore Quinton Halstead 
who was in double figures for 
the first time this season.

Also amassing 14 points 
were Hopkins and Ladd while 
Stufflebeam checked in with 
11 rounding out the double 
figure scoring.

With the victory Days 
Creek improved to 4-0 in 
league and 11-5 overall and 
ranked No. 4 in the most re-
cent O.S.A.A. 1A polls.

One of those five losses 
came on Saturday, January 
17, as the Wolves fell to 5th 
ranked North Clackamas 
Christian 62-44.

In that game the Wolves 
were led by Stufflebeam with 
19 points and Ladd added 
eight.

Next up for the Wolves is a 
trip to Eddyville on Saturday, 
January 24, for a non-league 
match up with the Eagles who 
are riding a 12 game winning 
streak. 

Days Creek returns to Sky-
line play on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 27, as they travel to New 
Hope Christian to take on the 
Warriors.

Riddle ends 
five game skid 

RIDDLE – The Riddle 
Irish boys basketball team put 
a halt to their five game losing 
streak on Saturday, January 
17, as they hosted Crow and 
promptly dispatched the Cou-
gars 70-46.

The Irish jumped out early 
and never looked back as they 
took the first quarter 19-8.

In the second it was a lit-
tle closer as Riddle score 17 
while holding Crow to 14 to 
take a 14 point, 36-22, half-
time lead.

In the second half the Irish 
continued to pour it on win-
ning the third quarter 19-13 to 
go into the final eight minutes 
up 55-35.

The fourth quarter proved 
to be more of the same as 
once again the Irish prevailed 
taking the quarter 15-11 and 
the game 70-46.

Leading the offensive 
charge for Riddle was Cole 
Canty who poured in 25 
points which included four 
of Riddle’s nine connections 
from beyond the arc.

Nick McKinney added 12 
points and Stephen Nordyke 
and Rafael Lopez each had 
seven points.

The victory improved Rid-
dle’s record to 9-6 overall.

Riddle returns to Skyline 
League play on Friday, Jan-
uary 23, as they host league 
leading Umpqua Valley 
Christian.

SU boys win
TRI CITY -- The South 

Umpqua boys behind a ca-
reer-high 19 points by Brock 
Wells, defeated Glide 59-
45 in their Far West League 
opener Friday, January 16.
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See OFFBEAT Page 12
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For Milwaukie gas station owner, buying bomber was a wild adventure
By Finn J.D. John

It was the summer of 1947, 
and Art Lacey was in serious 
trouble.

He was about 50 feet 
above an Oklahoma airfield, 
at the controls of the biggest 
airplane he’d ever flown — a 
four-engined B-17G Flying 
Fortress, one of hundreds of 
the heavy bombers that the 
government was selling as 
surplus in the wake of the 
Second World War. This one 
was his; he had just bought 
it for $13,000. But now the 
landing gear were stuck in 

Criteria for Citizen of the Year awards
MAN AND WOMAN OF THE YEAR 

These awards go to individuals (one man and one woman) who have been actively involved in the community in a number 
of ways over the last several years.  They may have served on a City commission or committee, on City Council, been involved 
in a civic organization (i.e. Chamber of Commerce, Elks, Lions, Grange, American Legion), been available to help with com-
munity-wide events/projects, or just been there for whatever the community needed.

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
This award goes to someone who has been involved in community activities for most of his or her life and remains active 

through civic organizations.
SPECIAL AWARD 

This award is for nominees that do not fit into any other group and can be for an individual, a group of individuals, an organi-
zation or a club. The award can include outstanding citizens/groups in education, religion, public service or any other category. 
Describe fully the individual or group’s achievements and accomplishments that warrant recognition. Note: Retail (for profit) 
businesses ARE NOT eligible for the Special Award. 

BUSINESS OF THE YEAR  
Eligible nominees for Business of the Year award are those that were selected as our Business of the Month during calendar 

year 2025. Please select one business per nomination form and explain why, in your opinion, the business is deserving of the 
Business of the Year award.

Myrtle Creek~Tri City Area Chamber of Commerce
2026 Citizen of the Year Awards Nomination Form

Nominations are due by 5:00 pm, Saturday, February 21, 2026
~Late Nominations Will Not be Accepted~

Mail completed nomination forms to: 
 Myrtle Creek~Tri City Area Chamber of Commerce

 P.O. Box 31, Myrtle Creek, OR  97457 (Contact Phone #’s: 541-580-6036 or 541-860-2037)
~or~ Deliver to Trueblood Real Estate, 235 2nd Ave, Downtown Myrtle Creek

                   Copies of this form are available at: Computer Solutions, Grocery Outlet/Myrtle Creek, SOCO Coffee
Company, The Regal Raptor, Trueblood Real Estate & the Myrtle Creek Post Office

Our 68th Annual Awards Banquet will be held on Saturday, March 28, 2026
 at the Myrtle Creek Grange, 661 E. Riverside Drive, Myrtle Creek, OR

Check which category this nomination is for:
___Man of the Year   ___Woman of the Year   ___Lifetime Achievement Award

___Business of the Year   ___Special Award

NOMINEE: ___________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Nomination Submitted by: ________________________________________________________________________

Contact Person: ___________________________________________ Phone #: _____________________________

PROVIDE INFORMATION TO SUPPORT INDIVIDUAL/BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION/GROUP NOMINATED:

Reason for Nomination: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________
  (Add/Attach More Pages As Needed))

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Douglas County Mail Courtesy photo/postcard
A 1940s postcard. The Bomber as it appeared just a few years after Art Lacey installed 
its signature airplane in 1947.

Douglas County Mail Courtesy photo/postcard
A 1960s postcard. The Bomber during its mid-1960s heyday.
the retracted position, and it 
looked like he was about to 
crash it.

This wouldn’t have been 
such a big deal if it weren’t 
for his “co-pilot.” Art, not 
wanting to bother with get-
ting someone to tag along 
with him, had brought a 
dressmaker’s mannequin bor-
rowed from a friend, dressed 
it in flight gear and propped 
up in the seat, to fool the air-
field manager into thinking 
there were two guys in the 
cockpit. After crashing the 
plane and ‘fessing up to this 
bit of deception, Art knew he 
would be in a less-than-opti-
mal bargaining position vis-
à-vis the defect in the plane 
he’d bought.

Still, that was all in the fu-
ture. For now, the number-one 
goal was to not die in a giant 
fireball following a botched 
attempt at a gear-up landing. 
He lined the plane up as best 
he could with the runway and 
prepared to do his best.

Art’s whole crazy scheme 
had its genesis when he 
first learned about the sur-
plus B-17s. They were su-
per-cheap, selling for not 
much above their scrap val-
ue, because there just weren’t 
very many practical civilian 
uses for an obsolete heavy 
bomber. Art, already a suc-
cessful Milwaukie business-
man, had started stewing over 
how he might take advan-
tage of the low prices on the 
big warbirds. The more he 
thought about it, the cooler he 

thought it would look to have 
one of them perched above 
the gas pumps at his gas sta-
tion on McLoughlin Boule-
vard. The wings could serve 
as a roof over the pumps, and 
there would be room for a lot 
of them. And best of all, it 
wouldn’t cost that much more 
than a stick-built structure of 
similar size.

According to Art’s daugh-
ter, Punky Scott, in an inter-
view with KATU-TV Channel 
2 News, the scheme he devel-
oped remained just a scheme 
until someone put money on 

the line. At his birthday par-
ty, he shared his vision of a 
“Bomber Gas Station” with 
a friend, who laughingly told 
him he was dreaming. Art 
promptly put up a $5 bet, 
which was just as promptly 
accepted, and just like that 
the whole crazy dream was 
turned into a serious plan.

Art immediately turned to 
a friend who, Punky suggest-
ed, was well connected with 
the dark side of Portland busi-
ness — untaxed liquor, gam-
bling, pinball machines, that 
sort of thing. “Got any money 
on you?” he asked. “I need 
$15,000.”

“And the guy had it on 
him,” Punky said in her inter-
view. “I don’t know how that 
translates into today’s money, 
but it’s got to be a lot.”

It is. $15,000 in 1947 is the 
equivalent of $160,000 today 
— a pretty impressive wad 
for “walking-around money.”

Loaded down with this 
borrowed loot, Art made the 
journey to Oklahoma to buy 
his B-17. He had $13,000 for 
the plane and $2,000 for fuel 
and miscellaneous expenses 
on the way back.

Trouble started immediate-
ly upon arrival. After selling 
him the plane, the manager 
told him to bring his co-pilot 
the following day and he’d 
have the bird gassed up and 
ready. But Art hadn’t realized 
he’d need a co-pilot, so he 
hadn’t brought one. 

He also hadn’t given much 
thought to the fact that he’d 

never flown a four-engine 
bomber in his life. He was a 
skilled private pilot of sin-
gle-engine planes, but this 
was very different.

Still, Art was determined to 
have his plane. So he returned 
the next day with the bor-
rowed mannequin, strapped it 
into the copilot’s seat, breezed 
into the manager’s office and 
walked out ready to fly home.

Hoping to familiarize him-
self with the big aircraft a bit 
before he started flying it for 
real, he started out with a few 
passes, touch-and-gos, and 

gentle turns — the yoke in 
one hand and the flight man-
ual in the other. And it was 
going pretty well, he thought. 
But then he realized that the 
landing gear was stuck.

He flew the plane around 
for a while, trying to figure 
out how to get it unstuck. 
Finally he realized he’d just 
have to bring the plane in on 
its belly and hope for the best.

So down came Art Lacey 
in his new, doomed warbird, 
landing in a shower of sparks 
with a screech of tearing met-
al.

Although the cat was now 
out of the bag, the manag-
er felt bad about the broken 
landing gear — and probably 
a little relieved, too, since his 
customer wasn’t dead.

“He turned to his secretary 
and said, ‘Have you written 
up the bill of sale yet on that 
B-17?’” Punky recounted. 
“And she said no, and he said, 
‘Worst case of wind damage 
I’ve ever seen.’ And so he 
sold him a second B-17.”

The second plane set Art 
back just $1,500 — a special 
deal the manager made him, 

knowing he’d spent all his 
money on the first one.

Of course, faking the co-
pilot was no longer going to 
work, so Art called his wife 
long-distance and asked her 
to send two of his friends 
down with a case of whiskey. 
The booze was to be used to 
bribe the local fire department 
to pump the fuel out of the old 
B-17 and into the new one us-
ing their fire truck, and it was 
a powerful enticement; Okla-
homa was still a dry state at 
the time.
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CLASSIFIEDS WORK 
PLACE YOURS 

TODAY

Classified Advertisements
The Douglas County Mail 
Classified Advertisement

All Classifieds are PREPAID
Fill in your classified ad in the space below and mail it with payment 
in full to The Douglas County Mail, P.O. Box 729, Myrtle Creek, OR  
97457 or drop it by The Douglas County Mail office 325 NE First Av-
enue, Myrtle Creek, before Monday at 4 p.m. to have it included in 
Thursday’s edition. If you need additional space or want to run more 
than one advertisement please include a full copy of each ad on a 
separate piece of paper

30 WORDS OR LESS $10.00 
ALL ADDITIONAL WORDS ARE $.25 EACH  

1. _________________  2. _________________     3. _________________ 

4. _________________  5. _________________     6. _________________

7. _________________  8. _________________     9. _________________ 

10. _________________11. _________________   12. _________________  

13. _________________14. _________________   15. _________________

16. _________________17. _________________   18. _________________

19. _________________20. _________________   21. _________________      

22. _________________23. _________________   24. _________________

25. _________________26. _________________   27. _________________

28. _________________29. _________________   30. _________________      

STATEWIDE 
CLASSIFIEDS.

DIVORCE $130. Complete prepa-
ration. Includes children, custody, 
support, property and bills division. 
No court appearances. Divorced 
in 1-5 weeks possible. 503-772-
5295. www.paralegalalternatives.
com legalalt@msn.com.

:Switch and save up to $250/year 
on your talk, text and data. No con-
tract and no hidden fees. Unlimited 
talk and text with flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide coverage. 
100% U.S. based customer ser-
vice. For more information, call 
1-877-916-0803

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, 
Text and Data For Just $25/mo! 
The Power Of 3 5G Networks, One 
Low Price! 
Call Today and Get The Latest iP-
hone Every Year On Us! 844-955-
3417

FREE high speed internet for those 
that qualify. Government program 
for recipients of select programs 
incl. Medicaid, SNAP, Housing As-
sistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 
GB internet service. Bonus offer: 
Android tablet FREE with one-time 
$20 copay. Free shipping & han-
dling. Call Maxsip Telecom today! 
1-877-390-0458.

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  
Free Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 
80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus 
Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. 
Call Today! 1-866-373-9175.

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get 
your favorite live TV, sports and lo-
cal channels. 99% signal reliability! 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/mo for 
12 months. 

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a 
new, custom bath or shower in as 
little as one day. For a limited time, 
waiving ALL installation costs! (Addi-
tional terms apply. 
Subject to change and vary by deal-
er. (Offer ends 12/29/24.) Call 
1-855-341-5268.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 855-839-0752.

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-the-line instal-
lation and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-833-395-1433.

Stroke and Cardiovascular disease 

are leading causes of death, ac-
cording to the American Heart As-
sociation. Screenings can provide 
peace of mind or early detection! 
Contact Life Line Screening to 
schedule your screening. Special 
offer - 5 screenings for just $149. 
Call 1-844-655-0972.

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV 
and more to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle 
pickup and receive a top tax deduc-

HBO Max and Premium Channels 
included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) No annual 
contract, no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-855-
602-2009.

IWe Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! 
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy three step process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. 

Is 2024 your year? WeÂ’re here for it 
and here for you. Reach your goals 
this year with WeightWatchers. 
Get started with THREE months 
FREE, visit www.weightwatchersof-
fer.com/39.

Prepare for power outages today 
with a GENERAC home standby 
generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request 
a FREE Quote Â– Call now before 
the next power outage: 1-877-557-
1912.

$$PAYING TOP DOLLAR$$ For 
Sports Card Collections: Baseball, 
Basketball, Football, & Pokemon. 
Premium Paid for Vintage Pre 1980. 
Referral Bonuses Available. Call 
Corey 541-838-0364.

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages 
and power your home. Full instal-
lation services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request a FREE, 
no obligation, quote today. Call 
1-844-989-2328.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter es-
timate today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-855-536-8838.

Wesley Financial Group, LLC. 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts. 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free informational package and 

learn how to get rid of your time-
share! Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 844-487-
0221.

Call LeafGuard and say goodbye to 
gutter cleaning for good. No clean-
ing. No leaking. No water damage. 
No more ladder accidents. Get 
LeafGuard today and be protected 
for life. FREE estimate. Financing 
available. 20% off total purchase 
(Restrictions may apply.) Call 
1-844-345-1537.

The bathroom of your dreams in as 
little as 1 day. Limited Time Offer - 
$1000 off or No Payments and No 
Interest for 18 months for custom-
ers who qualify. 
BCI Bath & Shower. Many options 
available. Quality materials & pro-
fessional installation. Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts Available. Call To-
day! 1-844-847-9778.

tion! 
Call Veteran Car Donations at 
1-866-695-9265 today!

Get a break on your taxes! Donate 
your car, truck, or SUV to assist the 
blind and visually impaired. Arrange 
a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup and 
secure a generous tax credit for 
2025. 
Call Heritage for the Blind Today at 
1-844-533-9173 today!

&

Donate Your Car
Imagine the Di� erence You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible 
and the proceeds help provide services to 
help the blind and visually impaired.

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

a $200 restaurant 
voucher

✔ ✔ a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations

✔

Call 1-844-533-9173

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 877-557-1912 to 
schedule your free quote!

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

An Invitation To Worship

A guide to churches of south Douglas County

Tri-City 
Baptist Church

Rick Smith, Pastor 863-4742
158 SE Crest Dr, Myrtle Creek

Service Times Offered
Sunday Morning.Worship     11 am
 Sunday School 	  9:30 am
Sunday Ev. Adult Service         6 pm
Wed. Adult Bible Study           10 am

Church of the Nazarene
Pastor Guy Cooksey

235 NE Rice St., 
Myrtle Creek * 541/863-3715
www.myrtlecreeknaz.com

Sunday School 9:30 am
Worship, 10:45 am & 6 pm

Bible Study, Wed. 7 pm

Tri City 
Presbyterian Church

P.O. Box 704
355 Meadow Lane, 
Tri City, 863-4363

Call now
and receive a free 
XL battery with 
your ATTO SPORT 
purchase.

Folding Mobility Scooter

CALL NOW: 1-833-519-1915

receive a free 
with 

your ATTO SPORT 

*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be 
combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 12/30/25. Each dealership 
is independently owned and operated. **Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify/
Participating dealers only. See your dealer for details. ©2025 Bath Concepts Industries.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 847-9778CALL 
NOW

$1000 OFF*

OFFER EXPIRES 12/30/2025

0% Interest
For 18 Months**

$1500OFF when fi nancing
with remodelingloans.com**

OR

OR

a look at local weather 
Thursday, January 22

Partly cloudy. 
High 46. Low 32.

Saturday, January 24
Partly cloudy. 

High 44. Low 27.

Sunday, January 25
Partly cloudy. 

High 47. Low 34.

Wednesday, January 28
Partly cloudy. 

High 50. Low 39.

Last Week’s Temperatures
						      Lo       		  High	       Precp
Wednesday, 	 January 14 	    	 33		  50	      .0
Thursday,		  January 15 		  33		  37	      .0
Friday,         		 January 16 	  	 32		  39	      .0
Saturday,    		  January 17 	   	 32		  43	      .0
Sunday		  January 18 	    	 32		  40	      .0
Monday,     		  January 19 		  31		  38	      .0
Tuesday,   		  January 20 	    	 32		  40	      .0

A look back at last year
The cold weather continued as low temperatures ranged from a 
frigid 28 to a frosty 35 and the high temperatures rose from a frosty 
36 to a cool 50. The valley took on no precipitation.

Monday, January 26
Partly cloudy. 

High 47. Low 34.

Tuesday, January 27
Partly cloudy. 

High 51. Low 38.

Friday, January 23
Partly cloudy. 

High 45. Low 27.

Grand Alaskan
Cruise & Tour
12 DAYS INSIDE CABIN
STARTING AT $3,549 $3,299*

BASED ON JUL 8, 2026
DEPARTURE

MUST BOOK BY 3/31

CALL US: 1-866-335-3689
*Per person based on double occupancy & includes tax service/gov’t fees.  Ask your Travel Consultant for terms & conditions. 

Add-on airfare withtransfers available for most major gateways.
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Everything worked as 
planned, although Art had to 
kite a check in Palm Springs 
to refuel the big plane; luck-
ily, he made it home to cov-
er his paper before it could 
bounce.

But when he got home, 
Art found his troubles had 
just begun. The city of Port-
land wouldn’t issue permits to 
bring the plane from the air-
port. It was just too big, even 
after the wings were disman-
tled. 

But Art was in so deep now, 
there was no turning back. He 
scheduled the move for the 
dark of night, well after the 
bars had all closed. He hired 
two teenagers with hot cars 
to accompany the motorcade, 
with instructions to floor it 
and race off recklessly into 
the night if the police should 
appear — the idea being to 
draw the cops away from the 
plane. The truck drivers were 
instructed that under no cir-
cumstances were they to stop 
before they arrived at the gas 
station, no matter who or-
dered them to. And he prom-
ised to pay any tickets anyone 
was written by any cop for his 
or her part in the move.

The move’s only mishap 
was a drunk driver who, see-

for children during sum-
mer break; The Dora Public 
Library of Coos County who 
received $2,930 to create a 
multi-generational cooking 
class for local families; Cobb 
Children’s Learning Center in 
Douglas County who received 
$10,000 to close tuition gaps 
for low-income families in 
need of childcare; Friends of 
the Children of Klamath Ba-
sin in Klamath County who 
received $10,000 to continue 

pairing mentors with children 
who have experienced severe 
trauma; and $5,000 to Ore-
gon Lions Sight and Hearing 
Foundation to support vision 
screenings at schools in Coos, 
Deschutes, Douglas, Jose-
phine, Jackson, Klamath, and 
Lane counties.

Local recipients included 
Riddle School District which 
received $8,000 to provide 
funding for play equipment 
and amenities at the Riddle 
Community Schoolyard and 

GRANTS:
Continued from Page 1 Riddle Elementary.

Of the 93 grantees award-
ed funds on Thursday, 47 
of them received $10,000 
to advance their communi-
ty projects. Grant funds are 
allocated from a percentage 
of revenue generated from 
gaming at Seven Feathers Ca-
sino Resort and dedicated to 
charitable giving in the Cow 
Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe 
of Indians’ seven-county ser-
vice area.

The mission of the Cow 

Creek Umpqua Indian Foun-
dation is to offer assistance in 
youth education, strengthen 
youth and family, provide for 
positive youth development, 
and add to the quality of life 
for people in southwestern 
Oregon. 

Increasing emphasis upon 
basic needs and feeding hun-
gry people has been part of 
the CUIF mission in recent 

years.
In addition to the hun-

dreds of thousands of dollars 
in foundation awards that are 
distributed twice per year, 
the Tribal Board of Directors 
for the Cow Creek Umpqua 
Tribal Government also make 
regular philanthropic dona-
tions throughout the commu-
nity, most recently $34,000 to 
Douglas County food pantries 

last month, and over $130,000 
to local school districts to feed 
children and families over the 
Thanksgiving and Christmas 
holiday breaks.

Seven Feathers Casino 
Resort is located in Canyon-
ville within the Cow Creek 
Umpqua ancestral territory, 
six miles from where Tribal 
leaders in 1853 signed a trea-
ty with the U.S. Government.

ing an airplane bearing down 
on him, thought he’d acciden-
tally driven out onto an air-
field and panicked and skid-
ded into the ditch.

City Hall officials were, 
of course, furious. But after 
their initial attempts to pun-
ish Art resulted in some very 
unflattering newspaper cov-
erage, they gave it up, fined 
him $10, declared victory and 
went home.

Art was able to pay half his 
fine with the $5 collected from 
his friend. He promptly had 
his airplane mounted above 
the gas pumps and renamed 
the place “The Bomber.” And 
there it sat for the next 63 
years, bringing in hundreds of 
thousands of curious gawkers 
and customers alike. 

Over the years the Laceys 
added a restaurant and a small 
hotel. In the early 1990s they 
closed the gas pumps, and 
the big B-17 started to look 
increasingly forlorn up there, 
exposed to the weather and 
the occasional predations of 
vandals.

Then, in 1996, the fami-
ly decided to do something 
about it — and the B-17 Al-
liance was born, dedicated to 
restoring the “Lacey Lady,” 
as they’ve dubbed the bomb-
er.

Currently the bomber is 
in the B-17 Alliance Muse-
um and Restoration, located 
at McNary Airfield in Salem 
(3278 25th St. SE). The mu-
seum is open Fridays through 
Sundays from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. The multi-million-dol-
lar restoration still has a ways 
to go before it’s successfully 
completed, and the Alliance is 
working to raise the necessary 
funds to get it done; when it 
is, the Lacey Lady will be one 
of just seven B-17s remain-
ing in flyable condition. Full 
details of their project are at 
www.b71alliancegroup.com.

(Sources: “The Art Lacey 
Story,” www.b17alliance-
group.com; Bamesberger, 
Michael. “The ‘Lacey Lady’ 
B-17 bomber, a Milwaukie 
landmark, comes down from 
its perch,” Portland Orego-
nian, 13 Aug 2014; Spitaleri, 
Ellen. “Lacey Lady’s New 
Home,” Portland Tribune, 10 
Nov 2014)

Finn J.D. John teaches at 
Oregon State University and 
writes about odd tidbits of Or-
egon history. His most recent 
book, Bad Ideas and Horrible 
People of Old Oregon, pub-
lished by Ouragan House last 
year. To contact him or sug-
gest a topic: finn@offbeatore-
gon.com or 541-357-2222.

OFFBEAT:
Continued from Page 4

Douglas County Mail photo by Bob Chaney, Sr.
The Cow Creek Umpqua Indian Foundation held their semi-annual giving ceremony 
Thursday, January 15, with 93 non-profits receiving grants. (ABOVE) The Chair of the 
Foundation Board and also the Chair of the Tribal Board of Directors Carla Keene ad-
dresses the crowd gathered at the ceremony.

Douglas County Mail photo by Bob Chaney, Sr.
The Cow Creek Umpqua Indian Foundation held their semi-annual giving ceremony 
Thursday, January 15, with 93 non-profits receiving grants. (ABOVE) The Executive Di-
rector of the Cow Creek Umpqua indian Foundation Carma Mornarich addresses the 
crowd gathered at the ceremony.

Roseburg schools, UCC partnering on expanded healthcare career pathways
ROSEBURG — The 

Roseburg Schools Board of 
Directors voted January 14 
on a $2.5 million investment 
in partnership with Umpqua 
Community College to sup-
port the Welcome Center and 
Medical Careers Hub cur-
rently under construction on 
UCC’s campus. The invest-
ment reflects a broader com-
munity development effort to 
strengthen Douglas County’s 
economy, improve access to 
healthcare, and create clear, 
locally rooted pathways from 
education to family-wage ca-
reers.

The partnership is intend-
ed to support learning spaces 
and programming designed to 
serve Roseburg High School 
students pursuing healthcare 
career pathways. By expand-
ing postsecondary opportuni-
ties close to home, the project 
aligns student success with 
regional workforce needs and 
long-term community health 
outcomes.

Both the UCC and Rose-
burg Schools Boards of Di-
rectors voted at the joint 
meeting to approve a 25-year 
agreement and programming 
commitment between the dis-
trict and college. The agree-
ment recognizes the common 
goal to provide Roseburg 
High School students acceler-
ated access to medical career 
pathways through instruction-
al space incorporated into the 
UCC Welcome Center and 
Medical Careers Hub.

With parts of Douglas 
County designated as Health 
Professional Shortage Areas, 
local leaders say growing the 
healthcare workforce from 
within the community is es-
sential to meeting current de-
mand while ensuring sustain-
able care for the future.

“This is more than a build-
ing; it’s a shared investment 
in our region’s future,” said 
Dr. Rachel Pokrandt, presi-
dent of Umpqua Community 
College. “By working togeth-
er, we are strengthening the 
connection between educa-
tion, workforce preparation 
and the health of our commu-
nity.”

Roseburg Schools Super-
intendent Jared Cordon said 
the investment builds on suc-
cessful collaboration already 
underway between the district 
and college. 

“Our students are already 
completing college-level 
coursework and earning dual 
credits while still in high 
school,” Cordon said. “This 
project allows us to expand 
that success and open even 
more doors that lead directly 
to family-supporting wage 
careers and postsecondary 
education, right here in our 
community.”

Regional healthcare lead-
ers emphasized the impor-
tance of developing local tal-
ent pipelines and improving 
access to care, particularly for 
rural and underserved popu-
lations. Leaders from Aviva 
Health, CHI Mercy Health 
and Umpqua Health shared 
why this investment matters 
for the long-term strength of 
local healthcare.

“Caring for everyone de-
pends on having a strong lo-
cal healthcare workforce,” 
said KC Bolton, CEO of Avi-
va Health. “We are helping 
local students stay local as 
they train for healthcare ca-

reers, which means more tal-
ented Douglas County young 
people staying here to care for 
their own and stronger access 
to care for our community in 
the years ahead.”

“Every day, hospitals 
across the country feel the 
impact of staffing shortag-
es in nursing, allied health 
and support roles,” said Russ 
Woolley, President, CHI Mer-
cy Health - Roseburg. “This 
unique collaboration between 
our school district, communi-
ty college, and Mercy Med-
ical Center helps ensure we 
confidently meet growing de-
mand with talent trained right 
here in our own community. 
We’re excited to support stu-
dents entering pathways that 
lead directly to high-impact, 
deeply meaningful and re-
warding careers in healthcare 
services within our communi-
ty.” 

“Strong health systems 
begin with strong people, 
and this partnership builds 
both,” said Umpqua Health 
CEO Brent Eichman. “This 
partnership demonstrates the 
strong linkage between in-
vestments in local education 
and improved community 
well-being. We see this as a 
smart, upstream investment 
in improving individual and 
community health.”

This joint initiative re-
flects a growing integration 
between Roseburg Schools 
and UCC. Through dual cred-
it offerings primarily avail-
able through UCC, Roseburg 
Schools saved students and 
families nearly $900,000 in 

tuition last school year and 
is on track to exceed that 
amount this year. UCC stu-
dents already graduate with 
a student loan debt far below 
the national average, making 
this an especially smart and 
sustainable path for local stu-
dents.

Career pathway course-
work also supports student 
engagement and success. In 
2024, Roseburg High School 

students who completed at 
least two Career and Techni-
cal Education courses gradu-
ated at a rate of 95 percent.

Pathways in allied health, 
engineering, trades, forestry, 
education and other fields are 
developed in collaboration 
with industry partners and 
aligned to national standards. 
These pathways continue to 
evolve as Roseburg Schools, 
UCC and regional partners 

identify new opportunities to 
better connect student learn-
ing with workforce needs.

“We don’t have a talent 
problem in Douglas County, 
we have a training opportuni-
ty,” Cordon said. “This med-
ical center partnership helps 
ensure our students can be-
come the skilled profession-
als our local healthcare sys-
tem and community depend 
on.”

If you haven’t provided The Douglas 
County Mail with your email please do so 

before  February 1 to alleviate any trouble 
accessing the e-edition of the newspaper
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28
ment.  The ability of our fed-
eral delegation to understand 
the importance of this issue 
was imperative and I am ap-
preciative of the action they 
have taken to help counties 
in this very difficult time,” 
remarked AOCC Executive 
Director, Doug Robertson. 

This successful action is 
the culmination of the ded-
ication of the entire AOCC 
Board of Directors, includ-
ing AOCC Executive Board 
- AOCC President, Douglas 
County Commissioner Tim 
Freeman, AOCC Vice Presi-
dent, Polk County Commis-
sioner Craig Pope, and AOCC 
Secretary/Treasurer, Klamath 
County Commissioner Der-
rick DeGroot; AOCC Exec-
utive Director Doug Robert-
son; AOCC Staff and AOCC 
member counties.   AOCC 
wants to thank our federal del-
egation, Senator Ron Wyden, 
Senator Jeff Merkley, Rep-
resentative Cliff Bentz and 
Representative Val Hoyle for 
their imperative work on this 
issue. AOCC would also like 

to give special recognition 
to our federal representative, 
Jay Sullivan of Jamisen and 
Sullivan, for his advocacy.   

“The Association of O&C 
Counties has been advocat-
ing for proper management 
of O&C lands since 1925. 
Our Association believes in 
the promise of the 1937 O&C 
Act and the productivity of 
our unique timber lands.   I 
am incredibly pleased Con-
gress recognized this import-
ant promise and relationship 
between County Government 
and the management of Fed-
eral O&C timberlands,” stat-
ed AOCC Board President, 
Douglas County Commis-
sioner, Tim Freeman. 

AOCC again thanks all of 
those involved and we look 
forward to working with the 
BLM and our new State Di-
rector on the continuation of 
more balanced and reason-
able management of O&C 
timberlands.

AOCC represents the 
unique O&C timberlands in 
18 western Oregon counties, 
the 18 counties host 2.1 mil-

lion acres of O&C timber-
lands managed by the Bureau 
of Land Management (BLM). 
The AOCC advocates for 
sustained yield management 
of O&C timberlands, as re-
quired by federal law under 
the 1937 O&C Act, to protect 
and support jobs and local 
economies, county services, 
and healthy timberlands.  The 
1937 O&C Act is widely re-
garded as the first Congres-
sional Conservation Act.  It is 
enacted to regulate the man-
agement of the Federal tim-
ber resources. The O&C Act 
signaled an end to the cut-
and-run policies in the early 
years of the 20th century. By 
requiring management under 
the principle of Sustained 
Yield, timber harvest cannot 
outpace the annual growth of 
the forest, resulting in a per-
petual supply of timber while 
concurrently providing quali-
ty habitat for wildlife, water-
shed protection, and recre-
ational opportunities for the 
public. For more information 
on AOCC click here:  http://
www.oandc.org/.

THEME: SUPER BOWL
ACROSS
1. Pakistani attire
5. Research location
8. Partridge’s fruit tree
12. *Grid follower
13. *____ Upshaw, multi-
ple Super Bowl winner
14. Canada’s national 
tree
15. Like Homer Simp-
son’s head
16. Allege
17. Agenda entries
18. *Adding a rushing 
player
20. Aphrodite’s lover
21. Not host
22. Tire meas.
23. Composure under 
strain
26. More distant
30. Thompson of “Some 
Kind of Wonderful”
31. Ubiquitous decidu-
ous tree
34. Genealogical plant
35. Poetic feet
37. Dream time, acr.
38. The Romanovs, e.g.
39. Song for solo voice
40. Dishevel, as in hair
42. Clever humor
43. *SoFi ____, Super 
Bowl LXI venue
45. *Last year’s Super 
Bowl winners
47. Web robot
48. Tesla Roadster with 
Starman location
50. a.k.a. podagra
52. *The only NFL team 
with perfect season
55. Plant-based laxative
56. Symphony member
57. “No ____ for you!”
59. No gains without 
them
60. Retired, abbr.
61. Field worker
62. Bohemian
63. Not Miss or Ms
64. Poker amount
DOWN
1. Bro to bro
2. Speedy steed
3. Chuck Berry’s “____ 
Over Beethoven”
4. Rainbow color
5. *Santa Clara’s ____ 
Stadium, Super Bowl LX 
venue
6. Beside, archaic
7. Titanic’s frozen enemy
8. *Team with most Super 
Bowl appearances
9. Fencing weapon
10. Charitable contribu-
tions
11. Hi-____
13. Garden shelter
14. Unhealthy atmo-
sphere
19. Little hills
22. P in m.p.g.
23. Mark Twain to Samuel 
Clemens
24. Lively
25. Vampire of Greek my-
thology
26. *One of two teams to 

win while hosting Super 
Bowl
27. Long fishing line
28. Like haunted house
29. What the defense 
does?
32. High school dressy 
affair
33. Romanian money
36. *Super Bowl LX half-
time show headliner (2 
words)
38. Crosby, Stills, Nash & 
Young: “____ Your Chil-
dren”
40. Egyptian boy king, 
for short

41. Long jump
44. I to Greeks, pl.
46. Rob Marshall’s 2005 
movie “Memoirs of a 
____”
48. On the wagon
49. Land parcels
50. *Shoulder pads and 
cleats
51. “Put a lid ____ ____!”
52. College dwelling
53. High part of day
54. Edible fat
55. Facial site
58. *Charlie Puth and 
Brandi Carlile, ____game 
stars

AOCC:
Continued from Page 1
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A wolf pack attack
SCENES FROM THE DAYS CREEK GIRLS AND BOYS BASKETBALL GAMES AGAINST NORTH DOUGLAS ON JANUARY 16

Douglas County Mail photos by Bob Chaney, Sr.
The Days Creek boys nd girlsd took on North Douglas on January 16. The boys came 
away with a 71-52 victory while the girls fell 58-36. (TOP LEFT) Days Creek Post Daniel 
Brown (#4)  skies over the Warrior defender for two points. (TOP RIGHT) Days Creek’s 
Hannah Johnson (#15) puts up a jumper inside the key. (MIDDLE RIGHT) Days Creek’s 
Joe Young (#1) puts up a runner along the base line. (BOTTOM LEFT) Days Creek’s 
Jazmin Estrada (#1) drive the lane for two. (BOTTOM RIGHT) Days Creek guard Trenton 
Ladd lays one in for another two points.
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Business & Service 
Directory

Automotive Care and Repair

Doughnut Shop Advertising
Would you like 

to advertise your 
business here for as 

little as $13 per week?

Call 541-863-5233 or e-mail 
dcmail@dcmail.info to find 

out how

325 NE FIRST AVE.
MYRTLE CREEK, OR

Hair Styling

Electronics and Sound

Business & Service 
Directory

Music

Newspapers
Subscribe

Today
The Douglas County Mail

$40 per year!
Call 

(541) 863-5233
to start your 
subscription

NEED A QUOTE CALL 541-580-4025
NOW LOCATED IN RAY’S PLAZA NEXT 

TO SUBWAY IN MYRTLE CREEK

Phone and Internet  
Discounts Available to  
CenturyLink Customers
The Oregon Public Utility Commission 
designated CenturyLink as an Eligible 
Telecommunications Carrier within its 
service area for universal service purposes. 
CenturyLink’s basic local service rates for 
residential voice lines are $27.30 per month, 
and business services are $43.50 per month. 
Specific rates will be provided upon request.

CenturyLink participates in the Lifeline 
program, which makes residential telephone or 
qualifying broadband service more affordable 
to eligible low-income individuals and families. 
Eligible customers may qualify for Lifeline 
discounts of $5.25/month for voice or bundled 
voice service or $9.25/month for qualifying 
broadband or broadband bundles. Residents 
who live on federally recognized Tribal Lands 
may qualify for additional Tribal benefits if they 
participate in certain additional federal eligibility 
programs. The Lifeline discount is available for 
only one telephone or qualifying broadband 
service per household, which can be either 
a wireline or wireless service. Broadband 
speeds must be at least 25 Mbps download 
and 3 Mbps upload to qualify. 

A household is defined as any individual 
or group of individuals who live together at 
the same address and share income and 
expenses. Services are not transferable, and 
only eligible consumers may enroll in these 
programs. Consumers who willfully make false 
statements to obtain these discounts can be 
punished by fine or imprisonment and can be 
barred from these programs.

If you live in a CenturyLink service area, 
visit https://www.centurylink.com/aboutus/
community/community-development/lifeline.
html for additional information about applying 
for these programs or call 1-800-201-4099 
with questions.

Hundreds of municipalities behind on filing required financial reports
Latest memo shows 238 entities with delinquent reports as of December 2025

SALEM — More than 200 
municipalities are still delin-
quent in filing their required 
financial reports, according to 
an update from the Secretary 
of State’s Office. These mu-
nicipalities include all coun-
ties, cities, school districts, 
special districts, and public 
corporations subject to con-
trol by local governments.

“While I’m glad to see 
some improvement in these 
numbers, too many munic-
ipalities still aren’t meeting 
their deadlines,” said  Sec-
retary of State Tobias Read. 
“Oregonians rely on these fi-
nancial reports to keep their 
local governments account-
able, and they have every 
right to expect municipali-
ties provide this information 
promptly.”

Oregon’s Municipal Audit 
Program periodically publish-
es a list of municipalities that 
haven’t filed their required 
financial reports for the last 
few fiscal years.  The most 
recent list  shows that as of 
December 2025, there were 
238 entities with delinquent 
reports, many of which were 
delinquent for multiple years.

The number of delinquent 
filers remains significantly 
higher than when the Audits 
Division began publishing 
this information in 2017; 
however, it is an improve-
ment from May 2025, when 
385 municipalities were de-
linquent.

Under Municipal Audit 
Law, Oregon’s municipalities 
are required to submit annu-
al reports with key financial 
information to the Secretary 
of State’s Office. For most 
entities, this report must be a 
financial audit conducted by 
a certified public accountant; 
for other, smaller entities, 
they may self-report expendi-
ture information.

In February 2025, the of-
fice released a summary re-
port that found a record num-
ber of municipalities were 
falling behind in filing these 
required reports. Auditors 

noted a major reason for the 
delinquent filings was a lack 
of adequate resources and 
persistent issues around staff-
ing, both turnover and filling 
positions.

There may be consequenc-
es for municipalities that are 
delinquent.

Entities that don’t file a 
report may jeopardize their 
ability to service debt, obtain 

new debt, comply with grant 
requirements, or obtain new 
grants. School districts may 
have state school funds with-
held by the Oregon Depart-
ment of Education. Special 

districts may be subject to 
dissolution if they don’t file 
reports for three consecutive 
years.

See the full list on the Sec-
retary of State’s website.

BALLOT TITLE 
REVIEW CITY OF 
MYRTLE CREEK

On January 6, 2026, the City of 
Myrtle Creek approved a Ballot Ti-
tle.
An elector may file a petition to re-
view the ballot title.  
The deadline for filing a petition to 
review the ballot title with the Circuit 
Court of Douglas County is January 
29, 2026.

TITLE: AMEND THE CITY CHAR-
TER CONCERNING RESIDENCY 
REQUIREMENTS FOR CITY AD-
MINISTRATOR
QUESTION:	 Shall the City 
of Myrtle Creek amend the Charter 
concerning residency requirements 
for the City Administrator?
STATEMENT: The current Char-
ter requires the City Administrator 
to become and remain a resident 
of the City within 6 months of em-
ployment. The Charter would be 
amended to require the City Admin-
istrator to live within the 97457 Myr-
tle Creek zip code.

A “Yes” vote adopts the amendment 
to the current Charter for the City of 
Myrtle Creek and replaces the cur-
rent Charter language to requiring 
the City Administrator to live within 
the 97457 Myrtle Creek zip code. 

A “No” vote keeps the current Myr-
tle Creek City Charter unchanged 
requiring the City Administrator to 
live within the Myrtle Creek city lim-
its. 
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e-edition.
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