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TC Fire board to meet 
TRI CITY – A public meeting of the Board of Directors of 

the Tri City Rural Fire Protection District #4 Is set for Mon-
day, January 19, at 7 p.m. at 140 S. Old Pacific Highway in 
Myrtle Creek. 

The agenda includes financial reports, chief’s report, new 
business, and an executive session pursuant to ORS 192.660(2)
(a) to consider employment of a public officer, old business 
and other items not on the agenda.   

TC Water, Sanitary to meet 
TRI CITY – Tri City Water & Sanitary Authority will hold 

a Public Hearing and their regular board meeting Wednesday, 
January 14, at 6:30 p.m. at the district office located at 215 N 
Old Pacific Highway in Myrtle Creek.

The regular monthly board meeting includes financial re-
port, project update, staff report, approval, and payment of 
bills. If you need additional information or disability accom-
modations, please call (541)863-5276.

School District has board vacancy
TRI CITY – South Umpqua School District is seeking to 

fill two vacant positions on its Board of Education. The open 
position are as follows.

Zone 3 Position 2, Candidates must be legally registered 
voters, have a Canyonville or Myrtle Creek address and must 
have resided in the district for at least one year before the se-

Crab feed seats now on sale
MYRTLE CREEK -- The seats for the annual Lions crab 

feed are now on sale. Cost of the event is $50 per person. There 
are 200 seats available for purchase this year. There are also 
corporate tables available which seat eight and other perks for 
$400. The Myrtle Creek Lions Club recently announced the 
date for the 23rd annual All-You-Can-Eat Crab Feed as Satur-
day, February 7. This year’s event returns to the Coffenberry 
Middle School cafeteria, from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

To purchase your seat call Gail at 541-733-5450 or Joanna 
at 541-863-3171.

Citizen Of the Year nominations open 
MYRTLE CREEK – The Myrtle Creek~Tri City Area Chamber of 

Commerce’s annual Citizen of the Year awards are now open for nomi-
nations.

This year’s awards ceremony is scheduled for Saturday, March 28, at 
the Myrtle Creek Grange.

This year’s theme is Diamonds and Denim. This is the 68th annual 
holding of the event. Patrons are asked to dress the theme however they 
interpret it.

The categories that are up for nomination are as always Man of the 
Year, Woman of the Year, Business of the Year, Lifetime Achievement, and 
Special Recognition.

Business of the Year:  Eligible nominees for Business of the Year award 
are those that were selected as our Business of the Month during calendar 
year 2025. Please select one business per nomination form from those 
listed below, and explain why, in your opinion, the business is deserving 
of the award of Business of the Year.

Computer Solutions, The Regal Raptor, Richwine Vineyards, St. Vin-
cent de Paul Store, Dad’s Garage Taphouse, Justice’s Java, Lauren Young 
Tire Center, Stacie’s Discount Outlet, SOCO Coffee Company, MSK 
Home & Hardware, Pacific Ink and Company and The Vault.

Nominations are due by 5 p.m. on Saturday, February 21.
Copies of the form are available at: Comput-

er Solutions, Grocery Outlet of Myrtle Creek, SOCO Coffee 
Company, The Regal Raptor, Trueblood Real Estate, Myrtle Creek Post 
Office and on page 2 of this edition.

Sheriff’s office still seeking 
information on missing man 

DOUGLAS COUNTY -– The 
Douglas County Sheriff’s Office 
continues to investigate the disap-
pearance of a Christmas Valley man 
whose vehicle was previously lo-
cated abandoned in the Elliott State 
Forest, and investigators are again 
asking for the public’s assistance.

Since the initial report, Douglas 
County Search and Rescue, along 
with teams from Josephine, Jack-
son, Siskiyou, and Klamath coun-
ties have conducted supplemental 
searches in and around the area 
where the vehicle was found. 

Those efforts did not reveal any 
additional information or result in 
locating 61-year-old Robert Cotter.

The investigation remains ongo-
ing, and deputies continue to follow 
up on leads and information related 
to Cotter’s disappearance. Cotter 
was last seen on November 2, 2025, 
and his white 2002 Ford utility pick-
up was discovered unoccupied on 
November 30, 2025, on an unmain-
tained roadway in the Elliott State 
Forest near Loon Lake.

The Sheriff’s Office is again 
asking anyone who may have seen 
Cotter, had contact with him, or ob-

served his vehicle after November 
2nd to come forward. 

Even information that may seem 
minor could be helpful to the inves-
tigation. Please call (541) 440-4471 
and reference Douglas County Sher-
iff’s Office case #25-4113.

In addition to the agencies listed 
above, the Douglas County Sheriff’s 
Office has received investigative as-
sistance from the Lake County Sher-
iff’s Office.

lection. 
Candidates may not be an employee of the district, includ-

ing substitutes. The applicant selected by the board will serve 
in the position through June 30, 2027.

Zone 1 Position 2 must be legally registered voters, have a 
Canyonville address and must have resided in the district for at 
least one year before the selection. Candidates may not be an 
employee of the district, including substitutes. The applicant 
selected by the board will serve in the position through June 
30, 2027.

Interested applicants must submit a letter of interest to the 
South Umpqua School District, Attn. Tabitha Roberts, 558 
SW Chadwick Lane, Myrtle Creek, OR 97457 or via email at 
Tabitha.roberts@susd.k12.or.us.

The South Umpqua School District Board is expected to 
screen letters of interest at the next scheduled board meeting.

To obtain more information about the South Umpqua 
School District, feel free to contact the Office of the Superin-
tendent at 541.863.3115.

SNAP recipients filing period extended 
SALEM – If you live in one 

of 19 Oregon counties and lost food 
bought with Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program  (SNAP) ben-
efits  because of recent storms and 
power outages, you now have more 
time to ask for replacement benefits.

The Oregon Department of Hu-
man Services (ODHS) has extended 
the deadline to  30 days  for people 
whose food was lost or spoiled due 
to power outages Dec. 17, 2025.

Households in the counties list-
ed have until  January 16 to report 
food losses and request replacement 
SNAP benefits.

Counties included in the extend-
ed deadline are Benton, Clackamas, 
Clatsop, Columbia, Coos, Douglas, 
Hood River, Jefferson, Klamath, 
Lane, Lincoln, Linn, Marion, Mult-
nomah, Polk, Tillamook, Wallowa, 
Washington, and Yamhill.

How to request SNAP replace-
ment benefits

If your food was lost because of 
the storms or power outages, you 
can request replacement benefits in 
any of these ways:

Calling 800-699-9075, relay calls 
welcome

Filling out a  request form  and 
emailing it to oregon.benefits@odh-
soha.oregon.gov

Visiting a  local ODHS office By 
mail: ONE  Customer  Service  Cen-
ter, PO Box 14015, Salem, OR 97309 
(Mail must arrive by the deadline.)

Online: Log in to your ONE On-
line account

Once approved, replacement ben-
efits are added to the household’s 
existing Electronic Benefits Transfer 
(EBT) card. 

The maximum replacement 
amount is the cost of the food lost, 
not to exceed the household’s nor-
mal monthly SNAP benefit.

Resources to help meet basic 
needs

Find a food pantry: Visit oregon-
foodbank.org

Learn about government pro-
grams and community resources for 
older adults and people with disabil-
ities: Call 1-855-673-2372 or vis-
it adrcoforegon.org.

Find more resources near you: 
Dial 211, text your zip code to 898-
211, or visit 211info.org

The extended deadline ends Jan-
uary 16. After that date, the 10-day 
reporting rule will apply again.

Administered by ODHS, SNAP 
is a federal program that provides 
food assistance to approximately 1 
in 5 eligible, low-income families 
and individuals in Oregon, includ-
ing many older adults and people 
with disabilities. Individuals in need 
can apply for benefits, including 
SNAP, child care, cash assistance 
and Medicaid. 

Learn more at  benefits.oregon.
gov

Council names Potter new administrator 
MYRTLE CREEK – Follow-

ing an executive session on Tues-
day evening, January 6, the Myrtle 
Creek City Council made an offer to 
current interim City Administrator 
Zach Potter to become the new ad-
ministrator.

Potter accepted the position in 
principle but the council and Potter 
will renegotiate the contract for the 
position.

The offer did come with a caveat 
that the entire offer was contingent 
on the passage of the City Charter 
amendment that will go to voters in 
the May election.

The amendment is to allow the 
City Administrator to live within the 
97457 zip code. 

The charter currently states that 
the administrator must live within 
the city limits within six months af-
ter being hired.

The council’s position is that it 
has become increasingly difficult to 
find quality applicants for any po-
sition let alone a city administrator 
and that by having the ability for 
those highly qualified applicants to 
enjoy the beauty of of the area with 
the opportunity for rural life while 
still being a part of the community 
will make the job more appealing in 

the future.
If the amendment doesn’t pass 

the council will reassess the position 
at that time.

Potter has been the interim ad-
ministrator since August when the 

council appointed him to the posi-
tion following Lonnie Rainville’s 
resignation.

The council did its due diligence 
and put the position out for applica-
tions through December.



See DATA Page 10

Page 2	  Thursday, January 08, 2026

news

Criteria for Citizen of the Year awards
MAN AND WOMAN OF THE YEAR 

These awards go to individuals (one man and one woman) who have been actively involved in the community in a number 
of ways over the last several years.  They may have served on a City commission or committee, on City Council, been involved 
in a civic organization (i.e. Chamber of Commerce, Elks, Lions, Grange, American Legion), been available to help with com-
munity-wide events/projects, or just been there for whatever the community needed.

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
This award goes to someone who has been involved in community activities for most of his or her life and remains active 

through civic organizations.
SPECIAL AWARD 

This award is for nominees that do not fit into any other group and can be for an individual, a group of individuals, an organi-
zation or a club. The award can include outstanding citizens/groups in education, religion, public service or any other category. 
Describe fully the individual or group’s achievements and accomplishments that warrant recognition. Note: Retail (for profit) 
businesses ARE NOT eligible for the Special Award. 

BUSINESS OF THE YEAR  
Eligible nominees for Business of the Year award are those that were selected as our Business of the Month during calendar 

year 2025. Please select one business per nomination form and explain why, in your opinion, the business is deserving of the 
Business of the Year award.

Myrtle Creek~Tri City Area Chamber of Commerce
2026 Citizen of the Year Awards Nomination Form

Nominations are due by 5:00 pm, Saturday, February 21, 2026
~Late Nominations Will Not be Accepted~

Mail completed nomination forms to: 
 Myrtle Creek~Tri City Area Chamber of Commerce

 P.O. Box 31, Myrtle Creek, OR  97457 (Contact Phone #’s: 541-580-6036 or 541-860-2037)
~or~ Deliver to Trueblood Real Estate, 235 2nd Ave, Downtown Myrtle Creek

                   Copies of this form are available at: Computer Solutions, Grocery Outlet/Myrtle Creek, SOCO Coffee
Company, The Regal Raptor, Trueblood Real Estate & the Myrtle Creek Post Office

Our 68th Annual Awards Banquet will be held on Saturday, March 28, 2026
 at the Myrtle Creek Grange, 661 E. Riverside Drive, Myrtle Creek, OR

Check which category this nomination is for:
___Man of the Year   ___Woman of the Year   ___Lifetime Achievement Award

___Business of the Year   ___Special Award

NOMINEE: ___________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Nomination Submitted by: ________________________________________________________________________

Contact Person: ___________________________________________ Phone #: _____________________________

PROVIDE INFORMATION TO SUPPORT INDIVIDUAL/BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION/GROUP NOMINATED:

Reason for Nomination: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________
  (Add/Attach More Pages As Needed))

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Oregon reduces barriers to birth 
control for Medicaid members

SALEM – Oregon Health 
Plan members will be able to 
obtain birth control and emer-
gency contraception without 
a prescription and at no cost 
starting Dec. 16

SALEM, Ore.  –  Starting 
today, Oregon Health Plan 
(OHP / Medicaid) members 
will be able to get over-the-
counter birth control pills, in-
cluding Opill, and emergency 
contraception at no cost at 
pharmacies in the state. Ore-
gon Health Authority (OHA), 
in collaboration with the Or-
egon Board of Pharmacy, 
made this possible through a 
standing order, which allows 
pharmacists to provide these 
medications to OHP members 
and bill OHP.

“Access to reproductive 
health care should not de-
pend on how much money 
you make or what kind of in-
surance you have,” Governor 
Tina Kotek said. “This step 
ensures that Oregon Health 
Plan families can get timely, 
affordable birth control. I will 
keep working to make sure 
every Oregonian can access 
the care they need to make 
the decisions that are right for 
them.”

In Oregon, these medi-
cations are already covered 
without a prescription for 
people with private insur-
ance. Federal law, however, 
requires that all medications 
for Medicaid enrollees be 
prescribed by a licensed prac-
titioner who is enrolled in the 
state’s Medicaid program. 

Oregon’s new standing order 
means that OHP members 
will no longer have to get a 
prescription to access these 
contraceptives at no cost.

“This change removes a 
real and unnecessary barrier 
to care,” said OHA Director, 
Dr. Sejal Hathi. “By allowing 
Oregon Health Plan members 
to get safe, effective contra-
ception directly from pharma-
cies – without a prescription 
and at no cost to themselves – 
we are closing a longstanding 
gap between private insur-
ance and Medicaid and ensur-
ing all people in Oregon have 
greater control over their own 
reproductive health.”

Over-the-counter emer-
gency contraception has been 
widely available for several 
years, and the FDA approved 
Opill as the first birth control 
pill for over-the-counter use 
in 2023. 

Previously, however, OHP 
members were required to 
pay out of pocket or else seek 
out a doctor’s appointment 
for a prescription to get these 
medicines covered.

Oregon’s  Reproductive 
Health Equity Act (RHEA) re-
quires that many health plans 
offered in Oregon, including 
all plans offered through the 
Marketplace, cover over-the-
counter contraceptives at no 
cost. Some private insurance 
plans that are not subject to 
Oregon insurance laws may 
not include this coverage, so 
people with private insurance 
should contact their insurance 

company for more informa-
tion about their coverage. Ad-
ditional information can be 
found on the Department of 
Consumer and Business Ser-
vices (DCBS) web page.  

How OHP members can 
get access:

OHP members can go to 
their approved pharmacy and 
request emergency contracep-
tion or Opill, and for it to be 
covered by OHP.

Most OHP members get 
their benefits through a lo-
cal Coordinated Care Organi-
zation (CCO); OHP members 
can call their CCO and ask 
which pharmacy to go to.

OHP members not in a 
CCO (known as OHP Open 
Card), or who do not know 
which CCO they’re in, can 
call OHP Client Services for 
help at 800-273-0557. 

OHP members will need to 
provide their OHP ID number, 
which is on their OHP ID card 
or CCO ID card, or by provid-
ing personal information that 
enables the pharmacy staff to 
search for and confirm enroll-
ment in OHP. 

Additional information is 
available on the OHP member 
webpage.

PUC approves 
rate decrease for 
PacifiCorp customers 

SALEM -–  The Oregon 
Public Utility Commission 
(PUC) recently approved 
a modest rate decrease for 
PacifiCorp customers effec-
tive January 1, 2026. The 
reduction is a result of Pacif-
iCorp’s annual forecast for 
the costs required to purchase 
power to meet customer de-
mand in the coming year. The 
updated rates reflect an agree-
ment reached among PUC 
staff, PacifiCorp, and con-
sumer advocates.

A typical residential cus-
tomer using 900 kWh is ex-
pected to see their monthly 
bill decrease by $0.96 or 
0.7%, resulting in a new av-
erage monthly bill of about 
$153.28. Actual bill impacts 
will vary based on energy 
usage and customer type, 
including single-family or 
multi-family residential, 
commercial, or industrial.

The primary drivers for 
this decrease include Pacifi-
Corp’s forecast of fuel costs, 
purchased power, and whole-
sale sales, among other antici-
pated power cost expenses for 
2026 when compared to rates 
collected in 2025.

“We appreciate the hard 
work of PUC staff, stake-
holders, and PacifiCorp in 
this case, which resulted in 
a slight decrease for custom-

ers to start 2026,” said Com-
mission Chair Letha Taw-
ney. “Thanks to House Bill 
3179, customer rates cannot 
increase during the winter 
heating season, helping fami-
lies manage utility bills when 
they need it most.”

Additional rate adjust-
ments are expected to take 
effect April 1, 2026. The PUC 
will announce those impacts 
in March.

To help manage energy us-
age and reduce future bills, 
customer can explore Ener-
gy Trust of Oregon’s  current 
incentives and opportuni-
ties, including income-qual-
ified offers  and learn more 
about  low-cost and no-cost 
tips.

For information on bill 
payment assistance, support 
for past-due balances, utility 
discount programs, weather-
ization services, or the Equal 
Pay Program that spreads en-
ergy costs evenly throughout 
the year, call Pacific Power 
at 888-221-7070 or  visit the 
company’s website.  Cus-
tomers may also reach out to 
their local Community Action 
agency to learn about avail-
able assistance programs and 
how to apply.

Pacific Power serves more 
than 620,000 customers in 
Oregon.

OHA releases new data showing Oregon’s maternal pertussis 
vaccination rate too low, especially in rural counties 

PORTLAND – Pertussis 
cases in Oregon have reached 
an all-time high, prompting 
state officials to urge people 
to make sure they and their 
families are up to date on vac-
cinations—especially those 
who are pregnant or spend 
time with babies—and take 
steps to reduce spread. 

In 2025 as of December 10, 
Oregon Health Authority had 
received a record-high  1,475 
reported cases of pertussis, 
also known as whooping 
cough, breaking the state’s 
all-time annual record of 
1,420, set in 1950. The cur-
rent outbreak began in spring 
2024, when Oregon record-
ed  1,252 pertussis cases  by 
year’s end. Other U.S. states 
have reported similar case-
load spikes.

Pertussis can cause severe 
disease in people of all ages, 
but babies are most at risk of 
serious illness, hospitalization 
and death from infection. To 
reduce that risk, the American 
Academy of Pediatrics  rec-
ommends every pregnant 
person receive a single dose 
of Tdap vaccine during their 
third trimester (weeks 27-36) 
to protect their newborn from 

pertussis. That’s because ba-
bies’ immune systems are too 
week to protect against infec-
tion until they get vaccinated 
at 2 months old.

Spouses, partners, grand-
parents and any adult routine-
ly in the baby’s life should 
also consider receiving a 
Tdap dose at least two weeks 
before the baby is born.

However, vaccination is 
important for people of all 
ages, and it’s the best way to 
prevent severe disease and 
hospitalization. In addition 
to pregnant people, pertussis 
vaccination is recommended 
for infants and children start-
ing at 2 months through 4 to 6 
years old, adolescents at age 
11 or 12, and any adult who 
has not previously been vac-
cinated.

“I worry people may not 
fully appreciate the risk per-
tussis poses as case counts 
are rising, especially for ba-
bies and older adults,” said 
Howard Chiou, M.D., Ph.D., 
medical director for commu-
nicable diseases and immu-
nizations at OHA’s Public 
Health Division. “One of the 
most important things some-
one can do to protect their 

newborn is to get the Tdap 
vaccine during pregnancy. 
Unfortunately, we’ve seen a 
statewide decline in mater-
nal Tdap vaccination rates in 
Oregon, which is a dangerous 
trend.”

VIDEO:  Videos of Dr. 
Chiou discussing Oregon’s 
historic pertussis spread and 
its impact are available at the 
top of OHA’s Media Resourc-
es page.

The numbers
In 2025, 87 cases of infant 

pertussis (children younger 
than 12 months)--22 of whom 
were hospitalized—have 
been reported in Oregon so 
far. One infant died in Oregon 
earlier this year. It is the only 
death from pertussis reported 
in Oregon during 2025.

OHA’s new Pregnancy Im-
munization Data  dashboard 
shows only 69% of pregnant 
people received Tdap vacci-
nation in 2024, down from 
72% in 2020.

Maternal Tdap vaccina-
tion rates also vary widely 
from county to county, with 
rates as low as 17% and as 
high as 82%. The lowest rates 
are largely in rural counties, 

WCHA continues to endorse AAP-
recommended child, adolescent 
immunization schedules

PORTLAND — On Janu-
ary 5 the acting director of the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) signed 
a  decision memorandum  to 
revise the Child and Adoles-
cent Immunization Schedule 
and significantly reduce the 
number of vaccinations rou-
tinely recommended for all 
U.S. children. This decision 
did not follow established 

procedure for vaccine pol-
icy recommendations and 
threatens an increase in vac-
cine-preventable diseases in 
children nationwide. Children 
getting sick from the diseas-
es prevented by recommend-
ed immunizations leads to 
missed school for children, 
missed work for parents, 
and even hospitalization and 

See WCHA Page 11
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Gail M Johnson, 82, of 
Myrtle Creek died Wednes-
day, December 24. Arrange-
ments are pending at Moun-
tain View Memorial Chapel 
of Myrtle Creek.

Death Notice

Douglas County Mail Courtesy photo/Salem Public Library/ Ben Maxwell
Governor Charles Martin gives his speech at the opening of the new Oregon State Cap-
itol on Oct. 1, 1938. This is the event at which Martin shouted “Get back, you bastards!” 
at the crowd waiting to enter the new capitol building.

Douglas County Mail Courtesy photo/Library of Congress/ Dorothea Lange
A family of Dust Bowl refugees along the highway near Bakersfield, Calif., most likely 
on their way north to the Roosevelt Transient Camp near Roseburg, in 1935. Gov. Martin 
was very hostile toward these “okies” and ordered the Roosevelt camp, which he called 
a “tramp camp,” closed.

Governor Charles Martin tried to run Oregon like an Army base
By Finn J.D. John

It was the morning of Oct. 
1, 1938, at the ceremonial 
dedication of the new Ore-
gon state capitol building. 
Following several dedicatory 
speeches (including one by 
President Franklin D. Roos-
evelt), the ribbon was cut and 
the crowd outside invited to 
come inside and have a look.

But as the crowd moved 
forward, those at the front 
found themselves up against 
a door stuck shut. The crowd 
of Oregonians found itself 
packed tightly against the 
door.

Then a voice rang out, 
strident and harsh and full of 
authority. It was the governor 
of Oregon, Major General 
Charles Henry Martin, and if 
he’d been in his dress uniform 
he would probably have had 
his sword out whacking peo-
ple with the flat of its blade.

“Get back, you bastards!” 
he roared.

“It was just like a blow-
torch,” former Oregon Sena-
tor Mark Hatfield told histori-
an Gary Murrell. “The people 
fell back.”

This surely wasn’t the only 
case of a governor cursing at 
his constituents. But it may 
very well have been the only 
case of one doing so a month 
before a hotly contested elec-
tion, and in the presence of a 
sitting President of the United 
States.

But by 1938, General Mar-
tin probably felt like cursing 
at people. In the previous 
four years, the arrogance and 
stubbornness that had served 
him well in the Army and in 
the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives had earned him a bevy 
of personal enemies working 
tirelessly for his downfall. 
His Army life had condi-
tioned him to regard such op-
position as insubordination at 
best (and, at worst, treason), 
and he reacted to nearly ev-
ery sign of opposition as if 
it were an existential threat 
to democracy. And the gath-
ering clouds of his paranoia 
were increasingly keeping 
him out of touch with reality. 
In the end, he would not win a 
second term as governor, and 
President Roosevelt himself 
would intervene to see to it 
that he did not.

When Charles F. Martin 
retired from the United States 
Army in 1927, he was in his 
mid-60s and still a vigorous 
and powerful man. He had 
no intention of retiring to the 
Arlington Club to sip drinks 
by the fireplace and swap 
war stories. So, after a couple 
years spent getting his fam-
ily real-estate development 
business in order, he put his 
hat in the ring for Oregon’s 
third Congressional district, 
against incumbent Franklin 
Korell, and won.

Martin, as a Congressman, 
turned out to be remarkably 
effective. The highlight of his 
one-term service there was 
getting the Bonneville Dam 
built. He and Sen. Charles 

McNary overcame President 
Roosevelt’s diffidence and In-
terior Secretary Harold Ickes’ 
active opposition to do get the 
project green-lighted. 

In so doing, though, Mar-
tin set in motion the forces 
that would lead to his down-
fall, and to the temporary de-
struction of his political party 
in Oregon. At the time, there 
were two opposing philos-
ophies about government 
power projects like Bonne-
ville. One side saw the dam 
as a nice source of power for 
aluminum plants and other 
power-hungry industries and 
for private electric utilities, 
which could buy its pow-
er cheap and resell it dear to 
their customers. 

The other side wanted the 
dam’s power to be available 
to all wholesale buyers, so 
that they could form pub-
lic electrical co-ops, buying 
power from Bonneville and 
using it to compete with the 
private utilities.

As for Martin, his loyalties 
were never in doubt. “The 
power that the government 
will develop at Bonneville is 
not intended to force down 
the rates of existing power 
companies,” he said, in 1933. 
“This power is intended for 
the great chemical and met-
allurgical reduction plants 
whose first consideration is 
cheap power and an inex-
haustible supply.”

Martin’s leading political 

adviser and confidant was 
none other than former Gov-
ernor Oswald West. West is 
mostly remembered today 
for his youthful idealism as 
the young state governor who 
saved the state beaches for 
public access back in 1913. 
But by 1930 West had ma-
tured into a rather less lovable 
character — a furtive, menda-
cious Democratic Party lead-
er who was at the same time a 
lobbyist for Portland General 
Electric.

PGE, of course, was de-
lighted at the prospect of buy-
ing cheap hydroelectric pow-
er from the new Bonneville 
Dam, but had no intention 
of voluntarily passing those 
savings on to its customers. 

So PGE must have been quite 
pleased that the congressman 
who got Bonneville built was 
virtually in the pocket of its 
chief lobbyist.

It would be this fight, as 
much as or more than his 
squabbles with labor leaders, 
that would destroy Martin’s 
legacy as a governor.

Martin was elected to the 
state’s top job in 1934, and 
almost immediately set about 
making most of the people 
who’d voted for him regret 
having done so. He’d cam-
paigned as a New Deal Dem-
ocrat, but it quickly became 
clear that that had been a pose 
struck to sucker voters into 
giving him power. He dropped 
the mask almost immediately. 
Throughout his term, Mar-
tin was a fierce opponent of 
any government policy that 
might result in individual cit-
izens getting anything from 
the government: Social Se-
curity, welfare relief, disabil-
ity relief, the works. In other 
words, he was the New Deal’s 
fiercest opponent.

In 1936, the unemploy-
ment rate having fallen from 
roughly 20 to 18 percent in 
the previous year, Martin is-
sued a gubernatorial procla-
mation declaring the Great 
Depression over — wishing 
it away, essentially — and 
told the federal government 
to keep its relief funds out of 
his state.

“There is no need why any-
one willing to work cannot 
find it in this state with crops 
to be harvested,” he ranted. 
Oregon was supporting too 
many “loafers and chiselers,” 
he said.

“I am trying to teach our 
people to show the courage 
and fortitude of good sol-
diers,” he wrote in 1935. 
“Democratic nations have 
lost their moral force through 
pampering their people.”

When Dust Bowl refugees 
tried to come to Oregon, he 
ordered the state relief com-
mittee to close down the 
Roosevelt Transient Camp 
in Roseburg — he called it 
a “tramp camp” — and hus-
tle them on their way. He ve-
toed every attempt at relief 
for veterans, and when some 
of them began falling behind 
on their government-guar-
anteed home loans, called 
them “skunks.” He even pro-
posed, in a speech to a group 
of Young Democrats in Eu-
gene, that 900 developmen-
tally-disabled patients at the 
Fairview Training Center in 
Salem should be “put out of 
their misery.”

“War is the normal state of 
man, in spite of all the wishful 
thinking of pacifists,” he said; 
and in that war, in which only 
the fittest will survive, society 
can ill afford to coddle its un-
fit elements.

This was a philosophy 
Martin shared with many oth-

er military men at that time 
— including the ones who 
had seized power in Italy and 
Germany. Like them, he was 
not opposed to public spend-
ing — just to public spending 
on relief programs. During 
his term, the National Guard 
and State Police never wanted 
for resources.

And those resources got 
used. The 1930s were a 
time of much unrest among 
unions and labor leaders; 
federal legislation had rec-
ognized unions’ right to ex-
ist and to strike a few years 
before. Now, as they started 
doing so, they seemed to in-
spire Martin’s full paranoia. 
Perhaps thinking of a labor 
strike as analogous to a mu-
tiny among soldiers, he saw 
them as an existential threat 
to democracy and Western 
civilization. “The purpose of 
both (the AFL and the CIO) is 
the same,” he wrote to a sym-
pathetic fellow military man. 
“To seize control of the gov-
ernment.”

To counter this threat to de-
mocracy, Martin felt that an-
tidemocratic measures were 
warranted. Martin waged 
what amounted to a cold civ-
il war in Oregon from 1934 
until he was stripped of his 
power in a bitter primary fight 
and sent kicking and scream-
ing into retirement in 1938. 
We’ll talk in detail about that 
cold civil war — the spies, 
the bribery, the perjury, the at-
tempts to get people fired, and 
even a case in which a blood-
bath was barely avoided — in 
next week’s column.

(Sources: Murrell, Gary. 
Iron Pants: Oregon’s Anti-
New-Deal Governor. Pull-
man, Wash.: WSU Press, 
2000; Murrell, Gary. “Hunt-
ing Reds in Oregon,” Oregon 
Historical Quarterly, winter 
1999)

Finn J.D. John teaches at 
Oregon State University and 
writes about odd tidbits of Or-
egon history. His most recent 
book, Bad Ideas and Horrible 
People of Old Oregon, pub-
lished by Ouragan House last 
year. To contact him or sug-
gest a topic: finn@offbeatore-
gon.com or 541-357-2222.

Public Notices
NOTICE OF BOARD 

MEETING
The Canyonville – South Umpqua 
Fire District Board of Directors will 
hold its regular board meeting on 
Wednesday, January 14, 2026, at 7 
p.m. in the meeting room at 400 N 
Main St, Canyonville, Oregon.

Published Thursday, January 8, 
2026, in The Douglas County Mail.
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CLASSIFIEDS WORK 
PLACE YOURS 

TODAY

Classified Advertisements
The Douglas County Mail 
Classified Advertisement

All Classifieds are PREPAID
Fill in your classified ad and mail it with payment in full to The Douglas 
County Mail, P.O. Box 729, Myrtle Creek, OR  97457 or drop it by The 
Douglas County Mail office 325 NE First Avenue, Myrtle Creek, before 
Tuesday at 4 p.m. to have it included in Thursday’s edition. If you need 
additional space or want to run more than one advertisement please 
include a full copy of each ad on a separate piece of paper

30 WORDS OR LESS $10.00 
ALL ADDITIONAL WORDS ARE $.25 EACH  

STATEWIDE 
CLASSIFIEDS.

DIVORCE $130. Complete prepa-
ration. Includes children, custody, 
support, property and bills division. 
No court appearances. Divorced 
in 1-5 weeks possible. 503-772-
5295. www.paralegalalternatives.
com legalalt@msn.com.

:Switch and save up to $250/year 
on your talk, text and data. No con-
tract and no hidden fees. Unlimited 
talk and text with flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide coverage. 
100% U.S. based customer ser-
vice. For more information, call 
1-877-916-0803

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, 
Text and Data For Just $25/mo! 
The Power Of 3 5G Networks, One 
Low Price! 
Call Today and Get The Latest iP-
hone Every Year On Us! 844-955-
3417

FREE high speed internet for those 
that qualify. Government program 
for recipients of select programs 
incl. Medicaid, SNAP, Housing As-
sistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 
GB internet service. Bonus offer: 
Android tablet FREE with one-time 
$20 copay. Free shipping & han-
dling. Call Maxsip Telecom today! 
1-877-390-0458.

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  
Free Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 
80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus 
Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. 
Call Today! 1-866-373-9175.

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get 
your favorite live TV, sports and lo-
cal channels. 99% signal reliability! 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/mo for 
12 months. 

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a 
new, custom bath or shower in as 
little as one day. For a limited time, 
waiving ALL installation costs! (Addi-
tional terms apply. 
Subject to change and vary by deal-
er. (Offer ends 12/29/24.) Call 
1-855-341-5268.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 855-839-0752.

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-the-line instal-
lation and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-833-395-1433.

Stroke and Cardiovascular disease 
are leading causes of death, ac-
cording to the American Heart As-
sociation. Screenings can provide 
peace of mind or early detection! 
Contact Life Line Screening to 
schedule your screening. Special 
offer - 5 screenings for just $149. 
Call 1-844-655-0972.

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV 
and more to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle 
pickup and receive a top tax deduc-
tion! 
Call Veteran Car Donations at 
1-866-695-9265 today!

Get a break on your taxes! Donate 
your car, truck, or SUV to assist the 
blind and visually impaired. Arrange 
a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup and 
secure a generous tax credit for 
2025. 
Call Heritage for the Blind Today at 
1-844-533-9173 today!

HBO Max and Premium Channels 
included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) No annual 
contract, no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-855-
602-2009.

IWe Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! 
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy three step process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. 

Is 2024 your year? WeÂ’re here for it 
and here for you. Reach your goals 
this year with WeightWatchers. 
Get started with THREE months 
FREE, visit www.weightwatchersof-
fer.com/39.

Prepare for power outages today 
with a GENERAC home standby 
generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request 
a FREE Quote Â– Call now before 
the next power outage: 1-877-557-
1912.

$$PAYING TOP DOLLAR$$ For 
Sports Card Collections: Baseball, 
Basketball, Football, & Pokemon. 
Premium Paid for Vintage Pre 1980. 
Referral Bonuses Available. Call 
Corey 541-838-0364.

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages 
and power your home. Full instal-
lation services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request a FREE, 
no obligation, quote today. Call 
1-844-989-2328.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter es-
timate today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-855-536-8838.

Wesley Financial Group, LLC. 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts. 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free informational package and 

learn how to get rid of your time-
share! Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 844-487-
0221.

Call LeafGuard and say goodbye to 
gutter cleaning for good. No clean-
ing. No leaking. No water damage. 
No more ladder accidents. Get 
LeafGuard today and be protected 
for life. FREE estimate. Financing 
available. 20% off total purchase 
(Restrictions may apply.) Call 
1-844-345-1537.

The bathroom of your dreams in as 
little as 1 day. Limited Time Offer - 
$1000 off or No Payments and No 
Interest for 18 months for custom-
ers who qualify. 
BCI Bath & Shower. Many options 
available. Quality materials & pro-
fessional installation. Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts Available. Call To-
day! 1-844-847-9778.

&

Donate Your Car
Imagine the Di� erence You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible 
and the proceeds help provide services to 
help the blind and visually impaired.

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

a $200 restaurant 
voucher

✔ ✔ a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations

✔

Call 1-844-533-9173

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 877-557-1912 to 
schedule your free quote!

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

An Invitation To Worship

A guide to churches of south Douglas County

Tri-City 
Baptist Church

Rick Smith, Pastor 863-4742
158 SE Crest Dr, Myrtle Creek

Service Times Offered
Sunday Morning.Worship     11 am
 Sunday School 	  9:30 am
Sunday Ev. Adult Service         6 pm
Wed. Adult Bible Study           10 am

Church of the Nazarene
Pastor Guy Cooksey

235 NE Rice St., 
Myrtle Creek * 541/863-3715
www.myrtlecreeknaz.com

Sunday School 9:30 am
Worship, 10:45 am & 6 pm

Bible Study, Wed. 7 pm

Tri City 
Presbyterian Church

P.O. Box 704
355 Meadow Lane, 
Tri City, 863-4363

Call now
and receive a free 
XL battery with 
your ATTO SPORT 
purchase.

Folding Mobility Scooter

CALL NOW: 1-833-519-1915

receive a free 
with 

your ATTO SPORT 

*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be 
combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 12/30/25. Each dealership 
is independently owned and operated. **Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify/
Participating dealers only. See your dealer for details. ©2025 Bath Concepts Industries.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 847-9778CALL 
NOW

$1000 OFF*

OFFER EXPIRES 12/30/2025

0% Interest
For 18 Months**

$1500OFF when fi nancing
with remodelingloans.com**

OR

OR

a look at local weather 
Thursday, January 8

Partly cloudy. 
High 45. Low 31.

Saturday, January 10
Partly cloudy. 

High 50. Low 37.

Sunday, January 11
Partly cloudy. 

High 53. Low 37.

Wednesday, January 14
Partly cloudy. 

High 55. Low 38.

Last Week’s Temperatures
						      Lo       		  High	       Precp
Wednesday, 	 December 31	 39		  42	      .0
Thursday,		  January 1 		  46		  48	      .14
Friday,         		 January 2 	  	 45		  52	      .24
Saturday,    		  January 3 	   	 46		  56	      .11
Sunday		  January 4 	    	 41		  53	      .52
Monday,     		  January 5 		  38		  49	      .22
Tuesday,   		  January 6 	    	 42		  50	      .01

A look back at last year
The new year entered with a heavy dose of rain as low temperatures 
ranged from a frosty 36 to a cool 48 and the high temperatures rose 
from a chilly 49 to a blustry 55. The valley took on 1.63 inches of 
precipitation.

Monday, January 12
Partly cloudy. 

High 54. Low 39.

Tuesday, January 13
Partly cloudy. 

High 56. Low 39.

Friday, January 9
Partly cloudy. 

High 50. Low 32.

GOAL SETTING 
WORKSHOP CITY OF 

CANYONVILLE
City of Canyonville will hold a Goal 
Setting Session at City Hall Council 
Chambers, 250 N Main Canyon-
ville, OR 97417, Thursday, January 
29, 2026, at 7:00 p.m.
A new year brings future accom-
plishments and new goals. Reflect-
ing on the progress made over the 
past two years helps us identify what 
remains to be completed and what 
new priorities should be set. By 
aligning our goals with available re-
sources, we can plan effectively and 
ensure continued growth and suc-
cess for our community. We invite 
everyone to attend and share their 
ideas as we plan for the year ahead. 

Published Thursday, January 08, 
2026, in The Douglas County Mail.

Public Notices
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South  Douglas 
County Sports 

Calendar

Area Prep Sports 
Scoreboard

sports

Boys Basketball
DECEMBER 23

Myrtle Point 57
Riddle 45

DECEMBER 30
Glendale 59
Prospect 54

Glide 44
Riddle 42

JANUARY 1
Del Norte 67
South Umpqua 45

JANUARY 2
Umpqua Valley Christian 
50
South Umpqua 45

JANUARY 3
South Umpqua 73
Coquille 47

Rogue River 61
Glendale 54

JANUARY 6
Days Creek 59
Glendale 37

New Hope Christian 57
Riddle 43

St. Mary’s 79
South Umpqua 35

Girls Basketball
DECEMBER 23

Myrtle Point JV 55
Riddle 15

DECEMBER 30
Glendale 56
Prospect 15

Glide 67
Riddle 11

JANUARY 1
Bandon 65
South Umpqua 14

JANUARY 2
Waldport 56
South Umpqua 29

JANUARY 3
Siuslaw 39
South Umpqua 31

JANUARY 6
Days Creek 57
Glendale 39

New Hope Christian 25
Riddle 8

St. Mary’s 54
South Umpqua 24

Boys Basketball
Friday, January 9

North Valley at South Umpqua, 6:45 p.m.
North Douglas at Riddle, 7:30 p.m.

Days Creek at Lowell, 7 p.m.
Pacific at Glendale, 7:30 p.m.

Tuesday, January 13
Riddle at Days Creek, 7;’30 p.m.

New Hope Christian at Glendale, 7:30 p.m.

Girls Basketball
Friday, January 9

North Valley at South Umpqua, 5 p.m.
Days Creek at Lowell, 5:30 p.m.
North Douglas at Riddle, 6 p.m.

Pacific at Glendale, 6 p.m.
Saturday, January 10

Glendale at Bandon JV, 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday, January 13

Riddle at Days Creek, 6 p.m.
New Hope Christian at Glendale, 6 p.m.

Wrestling
Friday and Saturday, January 9 and 10

South Umpqua at Special District 3 Dual Meet, 
Douglas High School, 9 a.m.

Boating safety education turns 25 
SALEM – In 1999, the Or-

egon Legislature passed HB 
2977,  Mandatory Boater Ed-
ucation, requiring operators 
of motorboats with engines 
greater than 10 horsepower 
and youth 12-15 years of age 
operating any size motorboat, 
to take a course on basic boat-
ing skill and/or pass an equiv-
alency exam to demonstrate 
basic boating knowledge. The 
primary reason for passing 
the law was to reduce acci-
dents, injuries, deaths, prop-
erty damage, and conflict on 
Oregon’s waterways. Oregon 
was the first state west of the 
Mississippi to enact an educa-
tion requirement. 

Today, there are more than 
45 states and U.S. territories 
that require some form of 
boating safety education.

Back in 1999, the Oregon 
Legislature gave the agen-
cy three years to implement 
the program, first offering 
a home-study and mail-in 
application option between 
2000 and 2003. 

Then in 2003, the age 
phase-in began and ended in 
2009, when all boaters, re-
gardless of age, had to meet 
the education requirement.

From the beginning, the 
Marine Board wanted to have 
plenty of options for boating 
safety education by offer-
ing internet, in-person class-
room, and equivalency exams 

for boaters to choose from. 
When the age phase-in began 
in 2003, there were three ap-
proved Internet course pro-
viders. 

The Marine Board also 
partnered with the U.S. Coast 
Guard Auxiliary, US Power 
Squadrons (America’s Boat-
ing Club), and the Red Cross 
to offer classroom courses 
around the state. Addition-
ally, the agency developed 
its own volunteer instructor 
program with certified in-
structors teaching the “Boat 
Oregon” classroom course. 
The third option available for 
boaters included equivalency 
exams, offered through certi-
fied Boat Oregon instructors 
or county Sheriff’s Offices 
with approved marine patrol 
proctors. 

The three options remain 
today, and  approved inter-
net courses  have expanded, 
including courses in Span-
ish. Virtual classes are also 
offered throughout the year 
in partnership with the U.S. 
Coast Guard Auxiliary.

Of note, when the law was 
passed in 1999, the accident 
reporting threshold was set 
at $500. In 2001, the thresh-
old was increased to $2,000 
to reduce the number of re-
ports for minor damage and 
to align with changes in the 
cost of boat repairs. This re-
porting change is evident in a 

significant drop (in the chart 
below) in 2001. What’s more, 
the data below for accidents 
(incidents) and fatalities  in-
cludes non-motorized boat-
ers per reporting requirements 
for the U.S. Coast Guard. 
Since 2010, paddling in Ore-
gon and across the nation has 
shown exponential growth. 
Motorized boating incidents 
and fatalities have been de-
clining on average over the 
last 15 years.

The inference can be made 
based on submitted boating 
incident reports, indicating 
whether the boat operator did 
not have a boating safety edu-
cation card.

Very little has changed in 
the Marine Board’s  adminis-
trative rules for the program in 
reference to ORS 830.082 for 
the Mandatory Boating Safe-
ty Education Program. The 
program has been self-sup-
porting through boating ed-
ucation card fees with very 
little agency administration 
and does not rely on other 
funding. In the past 25 years, 
the price of the lifetime card 
increased once, from $10 in 
2000 to $20 in 2020. Replace-
ment cards increased from $8 
in 2000 to $16 in 2020. The 
increase was due to other ris-
ing costs in US mail postage, 
other supplies, and the card 
printing itself.

Course options remain the 

same, although approved in-
ternet courses have modern-
ized, giving the student an in-
teractive learning experience. 
Oregon-specific course con-
tent and testing are routinely 
updated to remain relevant to 
current national standards or 
changes in state boating laws. 
The agency now offers a dig-
ital Boat Oregon classroom 
course manual, also available 
in Vietnamese, Simple Chi-
nese, Russian, and Spanish.

With the popularity and 
growth in paddling, the agen-
cy encourages people who 
recreate in kayaks, canoes, 
rafts, and stand up paddle-
boards to take advantage of 
FREE online  paddling safe-
ty  courses. They’re fun, in-
teractive, and outline not only 
Oregon state boating laws, 
but also other important tips 
to reduce accidents out on the 
water.

Currently, over 439,700 
education cards have been 
issued, and Oregon’s boat-
ing safety education program 
continues to be a model for 
other states and territories.

The BEC is a lifetime card 
and must be carried by the op-
erator when the boat is in use. 
The BEC must be shown to a 
marine law enforcement offi-
cer upon request.

Visit  Boat.Oregon.gov  to 
learn more about all things 
recreational boating.

Douglas County Mail photos by Reo Chaney
The annual Shamrock Invitational wrestling competition was held December 30 in Rid-
dle with several schools from the area competing including Riddle, Glendale and South 
Umpqua. Seen here is some of the competition from the early matches. See Page 11 for 
more photos.

Days Creek opens league play with victory 
DAYS CREEK – Follow-

ing a two week holiday lay off 
the Days Creek boys basket-
ball team returned to the hard-
wood Tuesday night in their 
league opener as they hosted 
fellow Douglas County foe 
Glendale.

The No. 7 ranked Wolves 
started slow as Glendale took 
the first quarter 9-8.

Days Creek responded in 
the second winning the  quar-
ter 13-10 to take a slim 21-19 
lead at the halfway point.

The game remained close 
in the third with the Wolves 

stretching out their lead with 
a 11-6 quarter win and a 32-
25 lead overall.

The fourth quarter proved 
to be the catalyst for Days 
Creek as they came out firing. 
That coupled with tenacious 
defense saw the Wolves pull 
away from the Pirates as they 
won the quarter 27-12 and 
brought the final score to 59-
37.

Leading the offensive 
charge for Days Creek was 
Cameron Stufflebeam with a 
game-high 19 points. Xane 
Hopkins added 17 points to 

go with six assists.
Daniel Brown posted a 

double-double for the Wolves 
with 10 points and 10 boards.

Glendale saw Kaden 
France post a double-double 
as well with 18 points and 10 
rebounds. Huntyr Rocha add-
ed eight points in the loss.

With the victory the Wolves 
improved to 8-3 overall while 
Glendale fell to 3-10.

Next up for Days Creek 
is a trip to Lowell on Friday, 
January 9.

Glendale will be at home 
that night as they host Pacific.

Lady Wolves capsize Pirates in opener 
DAYS CREEK – The Days 

Creek Wolves girls basketball 
squad didn’t seem to have any 
rust at all after the extended 
holiday lay off as they hosted 
Glendale Tuesday night, Jan-
uary 6, and came away with a 
57-39 victory.

Freshman Clara Crume 
was on fire throughout the 
contest but especially in the 
first quarter as she connected 
on four three-pointers leading 
the Wolves to a 22-2 advan-
tage after the first eight min-

utes.
Glendale fought back a 

bit in the second winning the 
quarter 14-9 but still trailed 
Days Creek 31-16.

Crume continued to pour it 
on as she tied a school record 
on the night connecting on 
seven three-pointers.

In the third Days Creek 
edged out the Pirates 14-12 
to increase their lead to 45-
28 going into the final eight 
minutes.

The Wolves took the final 

quarter 12-11 as they cruised 
to the 57-39 win.

Crume had a career-high 
27 points on the night and 
just missed a double-double 
by one as she grabbed nine 
rebounds.

Maggie Brown posted a 
triple-double for the Wolves 
scoring 12 points to go with 
12 boards and 10 steals.

Jazmin Estrada also just 
missed a double-double with 
11 caroms and nine points

Audrey Kirkland led the 
Pirates offensive charge with 
23 points and Irelynd Bodine 
chipped in with 10 points.

Both teams now have four 
overall victories, bur Days 
Creek holds the advantage in 
the Skyline League.

Next up for Days Creek is 
a Friday night trip to Lowell 
while Glendale host Pacific.

Riddle loses 
third straight 

RIDDLE -- After start-
ing off the season at 7-0 the 
Riddle boys basketball team 
has gone 1-4 since which in-
cludes the last three straight.

On Tuesday evening the 
Irish fell to New Hope Chris-
tian, 57-43 in the Skyline 
League opener for both teams.

In what was a four point 
game at the half got blown 
open in the third as New 
Hope poured in 27 points 
while holding Riddle to 14.

Leading the way for the 
Irish offense was Rafael Lo-
pez with 14 points. Cole 
Canty was also in double fig-
ures with 10.
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14

THEME: THE GRAMMYS
ACROSS
1. Inundated
6. Word before humbug
9. Jim Carrey’s 1994 dis-
guise
13. Rough, as in voice
14. Kimono sash
15. Misrepresent
16. Do like ivy
17. Go for the bronze?
18. Poem of lament
19. *Grammy nominee 
Bad Bunny’s first lan-
guage
21. *KPop Demon Hunt-
ers’ nominated song
23. Sought at crime 
scene
24. Lord’s worker
25. Rob Manfred’s org.
28. Jab, in speech
30. *____.com Arena
35. Rowboat engine, pl.
37. ____ gum, ingredient
39. Cowboy’s cry of joy
40. Big attraction
41. Spring holiday hon-
oree
43. Live bait
44. Daytime moth
46. Puerto follower
47. Finger move
48. Colonnade
50. Invitation letters
52. “Zip it!”
53. Trash bag brand
55. Polar helper
57. *Lady Gaga’s nomi-
nated album
60. *Tyler of CHROMA-
KOPIA, with The
64. Prejudiced one
65. Busy one
67. Do penance
68. Approves
69. Make a mistake
70. Sans-____ font
71. “I, Claudius” role
72. Jack and Jill did this
73. Changes to a manu-
script
DOWN
1. Parentheses, e.g.
2. “Star Trek” speed
3. Away from port
4. Not be frugal
5. What TikTokers are of-
ten doing
6. This and that
7. Legal grp.
8. Door holder
9. Mix together
10. Away from wind
11. Leo or Libra, e.g.
12. *Wonder’s “Songs in 
the ____ of Life,” Album 
of Year (1977)
15. Where bats are?
20. Eurasian goat-like an-
telope
22. Middle-earth dweller
24. Pelican or albatross, 
e.g.
25. Person in an ad
26. One of Florida Keys
27. Health food pioneer 
of liquid aminos fame
29. *Nominated “Drop 
Dead Years” comedian 
Bill ____
31. Swerves

32. Sound units
33. Synagogue scroll
34. Zing or pizzazz
36. *Justin Bieber’s nom-
inated song
38. Fabled fliers
42. Red one, send some-
body over!
45. Unalienable ones are 
in the Declaration of In-
dependence
49. Draft pick
51. Give satisfaction
54. Spot for prehistoric 
fly
56. Doomed

57. *MCA, Ad-Rock and 
____ D, Grammy-winning 
Beastie Boys
58. Culture-growing turf
59. Walk-the-dog toy
60. What concerning and 
discernable have in com-
mon
61. *Nine-time Gram-
my-nominated Amos
62. Fonzie’s comeback: 
“Sit ____ ____”
63. Whistle blowers
64. *____ Iver of SABLE, 
fABLE fame
66. Historical period

where it’s often harder to find 
vaccinations, and where vac-
cine hesitancy rates are also 
higher.

Pertussis outbreaks occur 
regionally about every three 
to five years and do not nec-
essarily follow seasonal pat-
terns. Because of widespread 
masking and social distancing 
during the pandemic, Oregon 
saw only three reported cases 
of pertussis in 2021, followed 
by 17 in 2022 and 40 in 2023. 
Health officials attribute the 
skyrocketing cases since then 
to a return to pre-pandem-
ic norms that coincides with 
waning immunity and de-
creased vaccination rates. 

Why the vaccine matters
Studies show Tdap vacci-

nation during pregnancy is 
highly effective in prevent-
ing pertussis infection and 
hospitalization. Long-term 
protection from the pertus-
sis vaccine wanes over time, 
however, which can create 
confusion about the vaccine.

“I hear the confusion in 

my community about per-
tussis vaccination,” said 
Benton County Health Offi-
cer Carolina Amador, M.D., 
MPH. “When we use the 
word ‘booster,’ people may 
think the vaccine isn’t very 
effective because protection 
fades, so they may not want 
to bother. At the same time, 
we strongly recommend it 
for certain people, such as 
children and pregnant people, 
because in the short term it 
does a great job protecting the 
most vulnerable among us.”

The only way a baby will 
become infected with per-
tussis is if they are exposed 
to someone with pertussis, 
a bacterial infection that 
spreads easily through drop-
lets when someone coughs or 
sneezes.

But pertussis often goes 
undiagnosed. The illness is 
tricky to diagnose because not 
everyone with pertussis will 
have the trademark “whoop-
ing” sound when coughing. 
For some, pertussis can be 
severe and result in a trip to 

the hospital, while others may 
experience mild symptoms 
and may not necessarily seek 
medical care while they still 
spread disease.

Jennifer Gibbons, N.D., is 
a naturopathic pediatrician in 
Portland whose practice at-
tracts many parents who are 
vaccine hesitant.

“When parents of my lit-
tle patients also happen to be 
pregnant, they often tell me 
their own OBGYN has rec-
ommended the Tdap vaccine, 
and they will ask me, ‘But do 
you think it’s right for  me?’ 
The answer is always yes,” 
she said. 

“I can say, ‘I’ve seen 
whooping cough, and its truly 
awful for infants,’” Gibbons 
added. “Then I’ll explain how 
the vaccine merely adds to the 
suite of protective antibodies 
that the mother is already 
providing the baby through 
the placenta. I’m always ex-
ploring ways to change my 
language with patients to see 
if I can get them to look at it 
differently.”

DATA:
Continued from Page 2
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SCENES FROM THE ANNUAL SHAMROCK INVITATIONAL WRESTLING TOURNAMENT HELD IN RIDDLE DECEMBER 30

Littering
12/19/2025 - 1040
Trestle
Spoke to subject and he 
admitted to staying at the 
camp near the river and 
trestle. He was given 24 
Hours to clean it up or he 
would go to jail.
Warning
 
Theft
12/21/2025 - 1108
909 S Main St - Ray’s Food 
Place
Theft III, Minor In Posses-
sion Alcohol (MIP-A)
A 15-year old male was 
found to have stolen alco-
hol from Ray’s. He was cit-
ed and released to a family 
member.
PFU
 
Theft of EBT
12/21/2025 - 1600
1100 block NE Hawthorne
Subject reporting that his 
EBT card was used on 
10/1/25 at the Myrtle Creek 
Dollar General. There is no 

footage that goes back that 
far. 
Report Taken
 
Fail to report/PCS
12/22/2025 - 2314
NW First/NE Oak St
Arrested--Boyd Obryan 
Thomas, 67, of Tri City
Fail to report-sex offender 
(F), PCS Meth (M)
Boyd was contacted during 
a traffic stop for possible 
Driving Under the Influence 
of Intoxicants (DUII), during 
the stop it was determined 
Boyd was no longer living at 
his residence due to an RO 
and had not updated his ad-
dress with the Sex Offender 
registry. Boyd was arrested 
and during the search two 
meth pipes were located on 
his person. One of the meth 
pipes had a user amount 
of what appeared to be 
methamphetamine inside 
it. Boyd was lodged at the 
Douglas County Jail.
Cleared by Arrest (CBA)
 

City Ordinance
12/23/2025 - 0840
100 block Darcie Way
78 Chevy Silverado
Subject is working on 
getting the listed vehicle 
moved to a shop. He said 
he would be able to get it 
moved after the 1st.
Log Info
 
Criminal Mischief 
12/23/2025 - 1049
8000 block NE Christian St
2010 Ford F150 
2019 Toyota
Sometime between 2100 
last night and 0700 this 
morning, tires on two differ-
ent vehicles were flat. It ap-
pears someone punctured 
small holes and let the air 
out of the tires.
Report Taken
 
Harassment
12/23/2025 - 1239
100 block SE Cordelia Dr.
Subject has dementia and 
grabbed a staff member’s 
hand really hard, hurting 

her hand. ADAPT was con-
tacted along with APS.
Report Taken
 
Hit and Run
12/23/2025 - 1720
600 block North Myrtle 
Road
Subject went into the Dollar 
General and was inside for 
2-3 minutes. When he came 
out another customer told 
him a black Dodge 1500 
unknown plate struck his 
car and then left the scene. 
Subject’s vehicle had dam-
age to the back bumper and 
some paint transfer on the 
side of the vehicle. sub-
ject did not wish to pursue 
charges.
Report Taken
 
Traffic Crash - Non-injury
12/29/2025 - 1344
!st Ave / Division St
White 2025 Nis-
san Sen OR 768QQW 
Burg 2007 Merc OR 140DRB
Subject crashed into the 
front driver side of the Nis-

san, while she was negoti-
ating a left turn. Non Injury. 
Info exchanged.
Report taken.
 
Traffic Stop / Elude
12/30/2025 - 18:47
Interstate 5 108 South-
bound
Arrested--17-year-old male, 
of California
Attempt to Elude – Vehicle, 
Reckless Driving, Reck-
lessly Endangering Anoth-
er Person
2024 Red Chevrolet Cor-
vette
Attempted to stop vehicle 
for speeding near milepost 
106. Vehicle accelerated to 
speeds well over 130 mph. 
Officer lost sight of the vehi-
cle as it traveled out Riddle 
Bypass at speeds well over 
the speed limit. Approxi-
mately five minutes later, 
a Douglas County Sheriff’s 
Office (DCSO) deputy locat-
ed it parked on Glenbrook 
Loop near Riddle Bypass, 
occupied by two males. 

Those males appeared to 
be attempting to remove 
the rear license plate. The 
subject admitted to driving 
and admitted to seeing the 
officer attempt to stop him 
before accelerating.   His 
parent was contacted and 
he was cited and released 
to an adult.
Cleared by Arrest
 
Driving While Suspend-
ed-Misdemeanor (DWS-M)
12/30/2025 - 2055
Main/Third
Arrested--Dubuc, David 
Alan, 23, of Roseburg
DWS M
98 Acura, Black, OR#640G-
PZ
Stopped Dubuc for viola-
tions and he was misde-
meanor suspended. A valid 
driver arrived on scene. Du-
buc was cited and released 
on scene and a valid driver 
took over.
CBA

Myrtle Creek Police Logs

death in some children.  
The current  American 

Academy of Pediatrics Rec-
ommended Child and Ado-
lescent Immunization Sched-
ule  is based on  established 
vaccine safety and effective-
ness evidence. AAP recom-
mendations consider:  

When children are most 
vulnerable to diseases;  

When vaccines work best 
with children’s immune sys-
tems;  

The safety of vaccinations 
being recommended;  

The risk of diseases in the 
United States;  

Our current access to 
health care and immuniza-
tions; and 

Cost effectiveness of im-
plementing national recom-
mendations for a particular 
vaccination.  

While the first three con-
cerns are similar across 
countries, the last three con-
cerns may differ consider-
ably between countries. The 
AAP-recommended immu-
nization schedule serves as 
a starting point for discus-
sions between families and 
their providers, as it always 

has. Parents should continue 
to make informed decisions 
about the vaccines that their 
children receive based on 
discussions with their child’s 
health care provider.  

Prior to 2025, AAP had 
endorsed the CDC recom-
mendations, based on the 
Advisory Committee on Im-
munization Practices (ACIP), 
which followed a rigorous 
review of data on risk of dis-
ease and safety of vaccination 
in the United States. Changes 
in the newly released recom-
mended immunization sched-
ule are not based on changes 
in vaccine safety and effec-
tiveness data. The changes 
were based on a comparison 
of the number of routine vac-
cinations recommended in 
the United States versus se-
lect other countries. It did not 
consider the different condi-
tions in each country. These 
changes were also not vetted 
by experts from medical and 
public health organizations, 
health care providers, or the 
public before they were pub-
lished.  

We do not expect these 
changes to affect insurer 
coverage for vaccines for 

this plan year. All child and 
adolescent immunizations 
recommended as of Dec. 31, 
2025, will remain available 
and covered by public and 
private insurers however the 
changes create confusion and 
will put more children at risk 
of preventable diseases.   

The West Coast Health Al-
liance will continue to review 
available vaccine science and 
ensure continued access to 
recommended vaccines. Each 
state is examining the impact 
of these federal changes on 
vaccine access in our respec-
tive states. WCHA and AAP 
continue to support these 
longstanding recommenda-
tions including informed pa-
rental decisions for the best 
protection of their children. 

The West Coast Health Al-
liance was formed to ensure 
that public health recommen-
dations are guided by science, 
effectiveness and safety at a 
time when CDC leadership 
changes, reduced transparen-
cy and the compromise of key 
advisory panels have called 
into question the federal gov-
ernment’s capacity to address 
the nation’s public health 
challenges.

WCHA:
Continued from Page 2
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Business & Service 
Directory

Automotive Care and Repair

Doughnut Shop Advertising Newspapers

Would you like 
to advertise your 

business here for as 
little as $13 per week?

Call 541-863-5233 or e-mail 
dcmail@dcmail.info to find 

out how

325 NE FIRST AVE.
MYRTLE CREEK, OR

Hair Styling

Electronics and Sound

Subscribe
Today

The Douglas County Mail
$30 per year!

Call 
(541) 863-5233

to start your 
subscription

(Senior discounts available)

Business & Service 
Directory

NEED A QUOTE CALL 541-580-4025
NOW LOCATED IN RAY’S PLAZA NEXT 

TO SUBWAY IN MYRTLE CREEK

Music


