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SOUTH UMPQUA DISPOSAL
Serving Myrtle Creek, Tri City, Riddle, Canyonville, Days Creek and Tiller

95 GALLON 
ROLL CAN

Furnished & picked up  once a week 

within city limits and rural areas 

541-863-3363

Now Offering Curbside Recycling within city limits of 
Canyonville, Myrtle Creek & Riddle as well as in most areas of Tri City

Rates for larger containers and con-
struction drop boxes can be found on 
our website at www.sudisposal.com.

$4520
per  month

plus $10 cleaning deposit

Looking back at the year 2025
Floods are top story, Myrtle Creek resignations check in second

The year of 2025 saw several 
oddities throughout the region and 
flooding was one that has not been 
seen since the 1990s.

The City of Myrtle Creek also 
saw changes ranging from the resig-
nation of first, then Mayor Matthew 
Hald to City Administrator Lonnie 
Rainville to the on boarding of two 
new city councilors in the form of 
Rick Held and Kathey Wragg.

What follows are these top stories 
in their entirety as they were coverd 
by Thew Douglas County Mail.

That is followed by a chronlogi-
cal look at the year.

There will also be a myraid of 
pictures included.

MARCH 20
South Douglas County 
reeling from storm 

MYRTLE CREEK – The rains 
that hit the Pacific Northwest and 
California, and more specifically 
Douglas County, this last week-
end wreaked havoc throughout the 
region with flooding occurring all 
over the county and state.

The rains began falling late last 
week with as much as over ¾ an 
inch on Thursday and a quarter-inch 
on Friday but they really began to 
intensify late Saturday evening and 
into the night as over an inch fell.

Sunday morning saw torrential 
downpours mixed with blizzard-like 
conditions and all waterways begin-
ning to swell as almost 2 inches of 
precipitation fell on the area.

Myrtle Creek was still within its 
banks at around noon but by 2:30 it 
was flowing into the Ireland lot on  
South Main Street and into the busi-
nesses. The residents on Mill Street 
and Pete’s Street were given evac-
uation notices along with some res-
idents on Broadway, Oak, Spruce, 
Maple, Howland, Short and others 
on Sunday afternoon as the wa-
ter rose and filled Evergreen Park, 
Creekside Memorial Park, portions 
of Millsite Park ,the RV Park and the 
Disc Golf Course.

According to reports, at one point 
the water level was about a foot be-
low the drive-thru window at Jus-
tice’s Java.

Myrtle Creek was not the only 
area impacted by the storm. Rid-
dle saw Cow Creek overflowing its 
banks along Yocum Road and up to 
the city water treatment plant.

The walking path behind the high 
school was under water.

Over Canyonville – Riddle Road 
there was at one point as much as 
two inches of snow which created 
some hazardous driving conditions.

In Canyonville the storm drains 
could not handle the intensity of the 
run off and several businesses along 
Main Street were flooding.

The small creek running through 
Pioneer Park was just about to over-
flow its banks at 2 p.m. Sunday af-
ternoon.

The Douglas County Commis-

sioners did declare a State of Emer-
gency on Sunday. The Douglas 
County Commissioners and Doug-
las County Emergency Management 
Department have teamed up with 
the  Oregon Department of Emer-
gency Management  (OEM)to pro-
vide resource and information to 
local residents via the 211 Info Line.  
211info is a free phone line that as-
sists Oregon and Southwest Wash-
ington communities by helping 
people identify, navigate, and con-
nect with the local resources they 
need.   If you have questions about 
insurance, flood damage, resources, 
or housing call 211.   If you have a 
non-emergent need for assistance, 
call the non-emergency line with the 
Douglas County 911 Communica-
tions Dispatch Center at (541) 440-
4471.  If you have a life-threatening 
situation, please call 911. 

These flood waters are the high-
est seen in the area since 1996 when 
Millsite and the aforementioned ar-
eas were flooded. That year there 
were three separate, but linked inci-
dents that saw flooding occur within 
the area. November 18-19, Decem-
ber 4-9 and January 1-2, 1997. There 
is more rain predicted for this week.

MARCH 27

State, county, city 
declare State of 
Emergency due to 
storms 

MYRTLE CREEK – The State 
of Oregon, Douglas County and the 
City of Myrtle Creek have all de-
clared a state of emergency due to 
the flooding and landslides that have 
occurred throughout the area since 
February 24 through March 18.

Th Douglas County commission-
ers were the first to make the decla-
ration on March 16.

The Douglas County Board of 
Commissioners Declared a State of 
Emergency  on Sunday, March 16, 
2025, at 10:15 a.m. for the entire 
county due to the ”extreme con-
ditions related to the severe win-
ter storm that impacted our county 
causing extreme peril to the safety 
or person and/or the protection of 
property.”    A declaration of emer-
gency empowers authorities to take 
extraordinary measures to protect 
lives, property, and public health, in-
cluding accessing emergency funds, 
and coordinating resources for rapid 
response and recovery. 

Although floodwaters have re-
ceded in some parts of the county, 
many areas are still experiencing 
the impact of flooding, including 
high water, road closures, detours, 
mudslides, debris, downed trees, 
falling rocks, and damaged road-
ways.  Please be aware that some 
areas may continue to experience 
elevated water levels for an unde-

Douglas County Mail Courtesy photos/Facebook/Matthew Smith
Over the past weekend, especially on Sunday, March 16, Myrtle Creek saw flooding in the low lying areas 
along Myrtle Creek. (TOP) This photo of South Main Street was taken in the afternoon on Sunday as the 
water made the area impassable. (BELOW) This shot is of Oak Street as it runs along Creekside Memorial 
Park. Many other areas were hit also such as Riddle and Canyonville. In Riddle the Yocum Road area was 
hit pretty hard.
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termined period of time and 
there is an increased risk of 
mudslides and falling rocks 
in areas with steep terrain. 

On March 18, Governor 
Tina Kotek declared a state 
of emergency due to flooding 
and landslides from February 
24 through March 18, 2025. 
“When emergencies hit, Or-
egon families and business-
es need to know we have 
their back in every part of 
the state,” Governor Kotek 
said. “Recovery starts as 
soon as disaster strikes, and 
this declaration will help get 
Oregonians back to normal 
as soon as possible. I urge 
everyone to follow the in-
structions and evacuation 
levels issued by emergency 
officials, subscribe to emer-
gency alerts on ORAlert.gov, 
have an evacuation plan, pre-
pare a go-kit, and stay aware 
of changing conditions.” 
Following ORS 401.165, the 
Governor determined a po-
tential threat to life, safety, 
property, and significant dam-
age to infrastructure exists 
due to flooding and landslides 
that have caused and continue 
to cause a state of emergency 
in Clackamas, Coos, Curry, 
Douglas, Harney, Jackson, 
Josephine, Lane, Multnomah, 
and Malheur counties. At the 
time of this release, the Gov-
ernor’s Office is closely mon-
itoring a potential flood in the 
Burns area of Harney County 
and preemptively added Har-
ney County to this declaration. 
Beginning on February 24, 
2025, ongoing storms have 
caused significant flooding 
and landslides throughout 
Oregon, resulting in one fa-
tality,  critical transportation 
failures and loss of power and 
communications capabilities. 
This declaration directs the 
Oregon Department of Trans-
portation to provide appro-
priate assistance and seek 
federal resources to repair 
and reconstruct the $10 mil-
lion dollars or more in dam-
ages and impact to the fed-
eral aid highway system in 
the impacted counties.  This 
declaration is limited to the 
provision of assistance by 
the Oregon Department of 
Transportation to repair and 
reconstruct eligible roadways 
that are part of the federal aid 
highway system. This decla-
ration is not to be construed 
as a comprehensive declara-
tion or proclamation of emer-
gency for other purposes. 
On March 17, the Oregon De-
partment of Emergency Man-
agement (OEM) activated the 
State Emergency Coordina-
tion Center (ECC) to Level 
3, which means the state is 
coordinating closely with lo-
cal, Tribal, and state partners 
to share information and sup-
port local response and recov-
ery operations as needed. To 
stay informed about current 
conditions and impacts, vis-
it the Oregon Flood Dash-
board: State of Oregon Flood 
Dashboard.  

On March 21 the City of 
Myrtle Creek declared a state 
of emergency as well.

According to City Admin-
istrator Lonnie Rainville, 
the city was protected under 
the county’s declaration and 
that was why the city had not 
made a declaration before 
Friday.  However, after hav-
ing conversations with sever-
al entities it was determined it 
would make things easier for 
those seeking relief from their 
insurance if the city made a 
declaration as well.
Urban renewal 
Agency creates grant 
program for business 
flood victims 

MYRTLE CREEK – The 
City of Myrtle Creek’s Urban 
Renewal Agency on Thurs-

day evening, March 20, es-
tablished a grant program for 
businesses within the urban 
renewal district that were af-
fected by the floods. This ini-
tiative aims to provide finan-
cial relief and facilitate swift 
recovery efforts

Businesses can apply and 
receive up to $10,000 through 
the Business Recovery Grant 
Program. 

The money can be used 
for  repairs to physical busi-
ness structures; replacement 
of damaged equipment or 
inventory; temporary oper-
ational costs, including rent 
and utilities; and marketing 
efforts to restore customer en-
gagement; and ther essential 
recovery-related expenses, 
subject to approval.

Business owners can apply 
at city hall.

To qualify for the Business 
Recovery Grant, applicants 
must: Operate within the des-
ignated Urban Renewal Dis-
trict; Demonstrate the direct 
impact from the recent flood 
through documentation (e.g., 
photos, insurance claims, or 
repair estimates); Be a regis-
tered business in good stand-
ing with the City of Myrtle 
Creek; Submit a recovery 
plan detailing how the grant 
funds will be used.

Once an application has 
been received with all the 
needed documentation it then 
will be reviewed by the Urban 
Renewal Agency Board of 
Directors, which will assess 
applications on impact and 
need. Approved applicants 
will be notified within five 
business days of the board’s 
decision and funds will be 
disbursed accordingly. 

Following the approval 
and subsequent granting re-
cipients must submit a brief 
report within 90 dys detailing 
the usage of the funds and the 
recovery progress.

The Business Recovery 
Grant Program, according to 
the Board, is a critical step 
in sustaining the economic 
stability of Myrtle Creek. By 
providing direct financial as-
sistance, this initiative will 
help businesses resume op-
erations, contributing to the 
overall economic vitality of 
the community. The maxi-
mum grant amount of $10,000 
ensures that funding is distrib-
uted equitably while making a 
meaningful impact on recov-
ery efforts.

JULY 24

Rainville tenders 
resignation 

Douglas County Mail Courtesy photo/Jonathan Brewster
Myrtle Creek Mayor Matthew Hald announced at the July 
1 council meeting he was resigning with the meeting on 
July 15 being his last. At the July 15 meeting the city pre-
sented Hald with a plaque denoting its appreciation for 
his service. (ABOVE) Council President Bob Chaney, Sr. 
(LEFT) presents the plaque to Hald during the public pre-
sentations portion of the meeting.

Mayor submits letter 
formally resigning 

MYRTLE CREEK – At 
the Myrtle Creek City Coun-
cil meeting on Tuesday, July 
17, City Administrator Lon-
nie Rainville submitted his 
letter of resignation effective 
July 14.

This resignation on the 
heels of the recent verbal res-
ignation and subsequent letter 
from Mayor Matthew Hald 
has the city council scram-
bling a bit.

The procedure for filling 
the Mayor position actually 
comes from an appointment 
from the remaining city coun-
cilors and not from applica-
tion as was reported earlier 
this month.

Once the new mayor is 
appointed then the council 
will open up the application 
process to those citizens who 
are registered voters and have 
lived within the city for more 
than one year.

In the interim the council 
will begin a search for a new 
city administrator. There is 
not a set procedure for this re-
cruitment. It is strictly up to 
the council how they wish to 
proceed.

Until there is a new mayor 
appointed the Council Presi-
dent will serve as Mayor Pro 
Tem.

Once the Mayor is in place 
they will serve as the city ad-
ministrator until a new person 
is hired.

What follows are both let-
ter in their entirety.

“Dear Mayor Hald and 
Honorable Members of the 
City Council

After careful consider-
ation, I am formally submit-
ting my resignation as City 
Administrator for the City of 
Myrtle Creek, effective 60 
days from the date of this let-
ter, with my last working day 
being September 12, 2025.

This decision has not come 
easily, as it has been a privi-
lege to serve the City of Myr-
tle Creek and work along-
side such a dedicated team 
of elected officials, staff and 
community partners. Over the 
past six (6) years, I have been 
honored to lead and support 
initiatives aimed at improving 
city operations, strengthening 
community development, en-
hancing public services and 
advancing long-term strate-
gic goals. Together, we have 
made significant strides in 
improving the quality of life 
for our residents and laying a 
strong foundation for the fu-
ture.

It has been a great honor 
to serve this community, and 
I will always remain proud of 
the work we accomplished to-

LONNIE RAINVILLE

gether. Please do not hesitate 
to reach out if there is any-
thing further I can do to sup-
port the City of Myrtle Creek 
during this transition.

With gratitude and respect,
sincerely
Lonnie Rainville”
And the Mayor’s letter.
“Dear Members of the City 

Council, City Staff and Citi-
zens of Myrtle Creek

After careful consider-
ation, I am submitting my 
resignation as Mayor of Myr-
tle Creek effective August 4, 
2025.

This decision comes as a 
result of my family’s upcom-
ing relocation out of state. 
While this move presents new 
opportunities and is the right 
choice for us at this time, it 
also means stepping away 
from a role and a community 
that I dearly love.

Serving as your mayor has 
been a profound honor. The 
strength, kindness and civ-
ic spirit of Myrtle Creek is 
truly special. I would like to 
thank the dedicated elected 
officials, city staff, volunteers 
and engaged citizens that I 
have worked with that are all 
committed to the well-being 
of our community.

Together we have accom-
plished much. I’m proud of 
the work that has been done 
to support local families and 
businesses and improve in-
frastructure that strengthens 
the fabric of our hometown. I 
have full confidence that the 
city will continue to move 
forward with strong leader-
ship and shared purpose.

To the people of Myrtle 
Creek, thank you for the trust 
you placed in me. I will al-
ways carry this community 
in my heart and remain grate-
ful for the privilege to have 
served.

I am committed to assist-
ing in a smooth transition and 

will remain available in the 
coming weeks to help howev-
er I can.

With sincere gratitude and 
respect,

Matthew J. Hald”
AUGUST 7

Rainville leaves post 
early 

MYRTLE CREEK – Myr-
tle Creek City Administrator 
Lonnie Rainville and the City 
Council came to a mutual 
agreement on Friday, August 
1, to waive the 60 day notice 
clause of his contract allow-
ing him to resign immediate-
ly.

Rainville had tendered his 
resignation with the city on 
July 14. With the provisions 
of the contract his last day 
would have been September 
12.

The city council held a 
work session last Thursday, 
July 31, to discuss the city ad-
ministrator contract and job 
description.

At that meeting a num-
ber of city employees voiced 
their displeasure with the cur-
rent working conditions and 
said that they didn’t feel any-
thing would change unless 
the council addressed certain 
parameters within the job de-
scription.

It was pointed out by mem-
bers of the council that if the 
council and the city admin-
istrator mutually agreed then 
the city administrator could 
resign early waiving the 60 
days.

It was the tenor of the em-
ployees that they didn’t feel 
comfortable continuing to 
work under the current situa-
tion and they even stated that 
they had someone from with-
in the city employees who 
they felt would be a good in-
terim city administrator.

Following this disclosure 
and discussion Council Pres-

There’s a new marshal (mayor) in town

Douglas County Mail photo by Bob Chaney, Sr.
The City of Myrtle Creek got a new mayor last Tuesday, August 5, as Councilor Luke Dil-
lon (RIGHT) was sworn in by City Recorder Joanna Bilbrey (LEFT). The position became 
open in July with the resignation of Matthew Hald who was moving. The city charter 
states that the position must be filled by one of the seated city councilors. If no council-
or steps forward then it must go to a special election. Dillon, after some contemplation 
and discussion agreed to step forward. Dillon will fill the position for the remainder of 
the current term which ends December 31, 2026. He can run for election to the position 
in the 2026 election. Now his spot on the council must be filled. That happens through 
application from the public. Any registered voter who has resided in the city limits for 
at least one year is eligible. Once the applications are received from the public then the 
council will hold interviews and appoint  someone to fill the position. Dillon was elect-
ed to the Myrtle Creek City Council in 2022 and whoever is appointed will be filling the 
position for the remainder of that term which also expires December 31, 2026. They too 
have the opportunity to run for the position in the 2026 election. Anyone interested in 
applying can contact city hall or go on the city website for information on how to apply.. 

AUGUST 14

ident Bob Chaney, currently 
Mayor Pro Tem following the 
resignation of Mayor Mat-
thew Hald, asked the council 
if they would like him to talk 
to Rainville about a mutual 
parting. 

The council felt it was a 
good idea and Chaney asked 
Councilor Luke Dillon to be  
part of the meeting.

Dillon had expressed that 
he was willing to become 
Mayor and the appointment 
was just waiting for the Au-
gust 4 council meeting (Dil-
lon was appointed and now is 
serving as Mayor).

Chaney and Dillon met 
with Rainville on Friday 
morning and the mutual 
agreement was made effec-
tive August 2.

AUGUST 21
City council 
position now open

MYRTLE CREEK – The 
Myrtle Creek City Council 
has a vacancy on the council 
with the appointment of Luke 
Dillon as Mayor. Council po-
sition #2 is now open. Any 
citizen who is a registered 
voter and has lived within the 
city limits of Myrtle Creek for 
at least one year can apply.

The position runs through 
December of 2026. Whoever 
is appointed to the vacancy 
can run for election to the seat 
in the 2026 election.

Applications are available 
at city hall or via the city 
website. They will be accept-
ed through Friday, September 
5 at 5 p.m.

The Myrtle Creek City 
Council is the community’s 
legislative and policy-mak-
ing body.    Power is central-
ized in the elected council, 
which, for example approves 
the budget.    The Council 
also focuses on the commu-
nity’s goals, major projects, 
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and such long-term consider-
ations as community growth, 
land use development, capital 
improvement and financing, 
and strategic planning.

SEPTEMBER 18
City fills vacancy on 
council

MYRTLE CREEK -- The 
Myrtle Creek City Council on 
Monday evening, September 
15, filled the vacancy on the 
council with the appointment 
of Jamie McElmurry.

McElmurry was selected 
from a pool of three appli-
cants following interviews 
held during the council meet-
ing.

The two other applicants 
were Gail Black and Jessica 

YIR 2025:
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Douglas County Mail photo by Bob Chaney, Sr.
Myrtle Creek City Council filled the vacant position Mon-
day evening with the appointment of Jamie McElmurry. 
(ABOVE) McElmurry (LEFT) is sworn in as she takes the 
Oath of Office from City Recorder Joanna Bilbrey.

Sharon.
The vacancy on the council 

came about when then Coun-
cilor Luke Dillon was ap-
pointed by council to fill the 
vacant Mayor position. That 
vacancy was created with the 
resignation of Matt Hald who 
moved out of state.

Per the city charter the 
mayoral vacancy must be 
filled by the appointment of 
one of the seated councilors.

Dillon came forward as the 
only councilor interested in 
the position.thus creating a 
vacancy on the council. That 
position was then put out to 
all registered voters residing 
in city limits to apply. The re-
sults of that call for applicants 
were the three that were inter-
viewed.

JANUARY 9

Oath of office

Doglas County Mail photos by Bob Chaney, Sr.
Newly elected Myrtle Creek City Councilors Cathey Wragg, 
Position #3, and Rick Held, Position #5, were sworn into 
office on Tuesday evening, January 7, at the first Myrtle 
Creek City Council meeting of the new year. (ABOVE) 
Wragg and (BELOW) Held are administered the Oath of 
Office by Myrtle Creek City Recorder Joanna Bilbrey. Also 
taking the Oath of Office but not pictured was incumbent 
City Councilor Bob Chaney, Sr. Position #1.

FEBRUARY 13
City plans for future 
success 

MYRTLE CREEK – The 
City of Myrtle Creek is an-
nouncing a community driven 
revitalization effort aimed at 
developing a long term vision 
and strategic success plan for 
the City. 

“We are seeking input from 
residents, business and land-
owners as well as embarking 
on a first impressions element 
that involves other municipal-
ities working together for a 
greater good. The Lotus Me-
dia Group will be assisting us 

with research, promotion and 
facilitation.“ said City Ad-
ministrator Lonnie Rainville.

The initiative has adopt-
ed the name Imagine Myrtle 
Creek as a project theme. The 
first order of business is to 
conduct research by listening 
to citizens, business and land-
owners as well as researching 
the City’s current brand rep-
utation on-line, and through 
other information gathering 
activities using the founda-
tional work from the Univer-
sity of New Hampshire’s First 
Impressions program.

“There will be ample op-

portunities for all residents, 
business owners and land-
owners to not only contribute 
but to take an active roll in 
helping Myrtle Creek realize 
the potential of this wonder-
ful town. As they say, ‘It takes 
a Village’ and we are asking 
our entire community to unite 
so we can build a real plan for 
success,” stated Myrtle Creek 
Mayor Matthew Hald.

Myrtle Creek is located in 
southern Oregon and has a 
current population of 3,500 
residents.

The following listening 
session dates and times have 
been scheduled. All will be 
held at the Myrtle Creek 
Community Center located at 
245 NW Second Ave.

Wednesday, February 19, 
at 9 a.m.; Thursday, February 
20, at 2:30 p.m. and 6 p.m.; 
Saturday, February 22, at 2 
p.m.; Wednesday, March 5, at 
9 a.m.; Thursday, March 6, at 
2:30 p.m. and 6 p.m.; and Sat-
urday, March 8, at 6 p.m. 

The Website for the ven-
ture is:  https://imaginemyr-
tlecreek.com

MARCH 6
Myrtle Creek 
listening sessions 
continue 

MYRTLE CREEK – The 
City of Myrtle Creek recently 
announced a community driv-
en revitalization effort aimed 
at developing a long term 
vision and strategic success 
plan for the City. 

“We are seeking input from 
residents, business and land-
owners as well as embarking 
on a first impressions element 
that involves other munici-
palities working together for 
a greater good. 

“The Lotus Media Group 
will be assisting us with re-
search, promotion and facili-
tation.“ said City Administra-
tor Lonnie Rainville.

The initiative has adopt-
ed the name Imagine Myrtle 
Creek as a project theme. The 
first order of business is to 
conduct research by listening 
to citizens, business and land-
owners as well as researching 
the City’s current brand rep-
utation on-line, and through 
other information gathering 
activities using the founda-
tional work from the Univer-
sity of New Hampshire’s First 
Impressions program.

“There will be ample op-
portunities for all residents, 
business owners and land-
owners to not only contribute 
but to take an active roll in 
helping Myrtle Creek realize 
the potential of this wonder-
ful town. As they say, ‘It takes 
a Village’ and we are asking 
our entire community to unite 
so we can build a real plan for 
success,” stated Myrtle Creek 
Mayor Matthew Hald.

Myrtle Creek is located in 
southern Oregon and has a 
current population of 3,500 
residents.

The listening sessions con-
tinue this week at the Myrtle 
Creek Community Center lo-
cated at 245 NW Second Ave. 
on Thursday, March 6, at 2:30 
p.m. and 6 p.m.; and Satur-
day, March 8, at 6 p.m. 

The Website for the ven-
ture is:  https://imaginemyr-
tlecreek.com
Summer Festival 
turning 40

MYRTLE CREEK -- The 
Myrtle Creek Lions’ annual 
Summer Festival is turning 40 
this year and according to all 
the reports the 40th anniver-
sary is rubies. So the commit-
tee in staying with that vein 
decided to play off the Wizard 
of Oz ruby slippers There’s 
No Place Like Home theme 
as they try to bring back some 
of the music and activities 
from 1986. Myrtle Creek Li-
ons Club Secretary Joanna 
Bilbrey holds up a draft of the 

logo the committee plans to 
use for this year. There may 
be some more tweaking to it 
but for the most part this is 
it. Again Summer Festival is 
Thursday, July 24, through 
Sunday, July 27, with the ever 
popular fireworks at 10 p.m. 
on Saturday, July 26.

APRIL 3
Bilbrey, Kelly, Sutch 
and Richwine receive 
the roses

MYRTLE CREEK – The 
wine was flowing freely lead-
ing up to the handing out 
of the roses to Shane Kelly 
and Joanna Bilbrey as they 
were named Man and Wom-
an of the Year, respectively, 
at the 67th Annual Myrtle 
Creek~Tri City Area Cham-
ber of Commerce’s Citizen of 
the Year Banquet.

The event,  held Satur-
day night at the Richwine 
Vineyards, also saw Barbara 
Sutch, longtime volunteer at 
St. Vincent de Paul’s Food 
Pantry,was honored with 
the Lifetime Achievement 
Award.

President Susan Harris for-
mally opened the evening’s 
proceedings.

She spoke about how last 
year was a pretty good year 
for businesses in the area.

Harris spoke about a lot of 
new things that were already 
going on in Myrtle Creek this 
year with the Imagine Myrtle 
Creek program.

“This is a community driv-
en revitalization effort aimed 
at developing a long-term 
vision and strategic success 
plan for the city,” said Harris

The first awards of the eve-
ning were of a solemn note, 
those being inductions into 
the Legacy Circle.

The Legacy Circle was 
established by the chamber 
board in 2003, representing 
a continuum that can never 
be broken. It honors business 
and civic leaders who have 
passed away within the last 
year.

Those inducted this year 
were Dean Bloemendaal, Ken 
Brouillard and Roland Theiss.

Bloemendaal was a 36 
year member of the Myrtle 
Creek Elks Lodge. He was a 
Past Exalted Ruler and Past 
District Deputy Grand Ex-
alted Ruler Auditor. During 
his many years as a member 
he made significant contri-
butions the the lodge the the 
local communities. Many 
people remember him for his 
storytelling.

He worked as an accoun-
tant and a tax preparer most 
of his life and early on was 
employed by CBS.

He loved to talk about his 
time rubbing elbows with the 
stars and having been kissed 
by Lucille Ball.

Brouillard came to Myrtle 
Creek in 1989 to be the new 
Postmaster. He started work-
ing for the postal service in 
1965. After moving to Myrtle 
Creek he served as Postmas-
ter until retirement in 2001.

Brouillard served on city 
council twice and also as 
Mayor of Myrtle Creek for 
four years. He was also on 
the planning commission and 
the budget committee. He 
also spent 10 years volunteer-
ing with the Douglas County 

MAN OF THE 
YEAR

SHANE KELLY

WOMAN OF THE 
YEAR

JOANNA BILBREY

BUSINESS OF THE YEAR
RICHWINE VINEYARDS

LIFETIME 
ACHIEVEMENT

BARBARA SUTCH

SPECIAL 
RECOGNITION

MIKE FARNWORTH

SPECIAL 
RECOGNITION

MYRTLE CREEK FIRE 
TRI CITY FIRE

PRESIDENT’S 
AWARD

TERRI DAY

Sheriff’s Office Search and 
Rescue. He loved to four 
wheel, especially in his Ru-
biken Jeep and was the driv-
ing force behind the creation 
of the Rock Crawl. He and his 
wife, Marilyn, were award-
ed the Chamber’s Lifetime 
Achievement Award in 2019.

Theiss started out work-
ing in the logging industry 
but eventually transitioned to 
other areas. He purchased two 
gas stations in the area, on in 
Myrtle Creek and one in Win-
ston and operated them for 
several years. He then transi-
tioned into real estate becom-
ing a broker for Village Real-
ty, which he later purchased 
and continued to operate until 
his retirement.

He also built, owned and 
operated storage units in 
Myrtle Creek, Canyonville 
and Riddle up until selling the 
businesses in the early 2000 
teens.

He was a 59 year member 
of the Myrtle Creek Elks and 
was also co-founder, chair-
man and co-chair of the South 
Douglas Rodeo. He loved 
white water rafting and was 
most at home on the Rogue 
River. Over the years he came 
to be known as Roland on the 
River.

He was named the Cham-
ber’s Man of the Year in 2006.

Trevor and Jessica Sharon 
of The Regal Raptor present-
ed the Business of the Year 
award, having received the 
award in 2024.

“We couldn’t be more ex-
cited to pass along the title 
of Business of the Year to a 
much deserving new business 
in Myrtle Creek,

“This young family em-
barked on a entrepreneurial 
journey, taking a leap of faith 
in this town, just as we did 
two years ago,” said Jessica. 
“The owners of this business 
took on a project to save a 
prop0erty and in turn is help-
ing bring back a diversity of 
business into Myrtle Creek. 
This gorgeous business sits 

just outside of town overlook-
ing the river. They have put 
their love and attention into 
creating a wonderful space for 
events and have already host-
ed many including weddings, 
reunions and this lovely event 
tonight,” added Sharon as she 
tried to describe the business 
without giving it away.

However, it was too late. 
“Congratulations to 

Richwine Vineyards our 2025 
Business of the Year,” con-
cluded the Sharons.

The person being honored 
tonight, although not native 
to the area, has been here 
for some time,” said Jerrie 
Thomas as she presented the 
Lifetime Achievement Award 
to Barbara Sutch. 

She volunteered at Cof-
fenberry Middle School for 
several years and is still re-
membered as a “grandparent 
figure” noted Thomas. “But, 
the St. Vincent de Paul Food 
Pantry was blessed with her 
volunteer service for over 15 
years including helping with 
the Angel Tree project and 
distributing gifts to local stu-
dents. She was honored as our 
Chamber Woman of the Year 
in 2017,” 

Ted Romas presented the 
Man of the Year award

“Our 2025 Man of the Year 
is relatively new to our com-
munity. Many say he just kind 
of showed up and started do-
ing stuff and has since been 
involved in many ways. Some 
of you here tonight may not 
know this accomplished and 
multi-talented man. At the 
risk of him knowing before I 
announce his name here are a 
few hints,” said Romas. “He’s 
a flower child, he’s a fund-
raiser, he loves kids and silent 
disco, he recently co-authored 
a very kewl book, he was re-
cently appointed to the City 
of Myrtle Creek Planning 
Commission, he’s the proj-
ect engineer for the exciting 
Riddle Roots Activity Cen-
ter and, if that doesn’t give it 

See YIR 2025 Page 4
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away he was solely responsi-
ble for bringing a Moon Tree 
from the Artemis Project to 
Myrtle Creek. 

“It is my distinct pleasure 
to present our 2025 Man of 
the Year award to Shane Kel-
ly.”

Angie Criss in presenting 
the Woman of the Year award 
to Joanna Bilbrey quoted 
some of the text turned in 
with the nominations for her.

“I have been a part of this 
community for five years now 
and Joanna is always showing 
up for our little town. She has 
the brightest and most wel-
coming aura that would make 
anyone feel welcome. She is 
the first person you see when 
walking into city hall. She is 
also so helpful and has been 
a God send as a new resident 
and business owner of Myrtle 
Creek. Aside from her work 
at the city she is a member 
of the Lions Club, volunteer-
ing her time and weekends 
to help the residents of Myr-
tle Creek. She can be seen at 
local events representing the 
Lions Club and advocating 
for local programs. She is the 
woman personally deliver-
ing the collection tins for the 
Summer Festival. When she 
isn’t delivering, she is sup-
porting local business. Even 
in situations of high stress 
I have never seen her smile 
or character waiver. When I 
think of a woman that is Myr-
tle Creek and what we want to 
embody I think of Joanna,”

There were two Special 
Recognition Awards given 
out as well.

The first went to Mike 
Farnworth for his tireless ef-
forts in organizing and oper-
ating the Fly-in Pig Barbeque.

The second award was giv-
en to the Myrtle Creek Fire 
Department and the Tri City 
Fire Department for the con-
tinued help in any situation.

The final award of the 
evening was the President’s 
award.

President Harris asked 
Criss to join her at the podi-
um because Criss was actual-
ly elected President but had to 
resign during the year due to 
personal reasons.

Together the two presented 
the award to Terri Day.

“The President’s Award 
is given to someone who we 
feel has gone above and be-
yond for their community,” 
said Harris.

Harris gave a list of rea-
sons but she concluded with 
“They grew up right here in 
Myrtle Creek. They proud-
ly served their country. They 
were a member of the Cham-
ber Board from 2017 to 2024. 
they have been the driving 
force in making sure no child 
in our community goes hun-
gry during the summer. We 
proudly present this year’s 
President’s Award to our 
friend, Terri Sutch Day.”

In her closing remarks 
Harris tanked everyone for 
helping out and attending.

“These past couple of 
weeks have been tough on ev-
eryone. When things like this 
happen it’s not’what are you 
going to do?’ it’s ‘what can 
we do to help you?’ these are 
the kinds of things that make 
this community great,” con-
cluded Harris.

APRIL 17
Kids take to the skies 
of Myrtle Creek

MYRTLE CREEK – Sat-
urday morning, April 12, the 
skies around Myrtle Creek 
were alive with the sounds of 
small prop planes flying all 
over the place. 

The reason for the “inva-
sion” was the National Exper-
imental Aircraft Association 
local Chapter 495 of Rose-
burg was holding a Young Ea-
gles event at the Myrtle Creek 

Airport.
The Young Eagles pro-

gram is an aviation/educa-
tional program that provides 
multiple opportunities for 
students interested in aviation 
as a possible hobby or career. 
They register kids aged 8-17 
for a free airplane ride

According to Young Eagles 
Coordinator Ken Nichols, 
they have been hosting these 
events in Roseburg where we 
have flown over 250 kids in 
the last two years.

Nichols, who likes to fly 
down the Myrtle Creek during 
the fly-in breakfast events or 
the fly-in BBQ, said back in  
February when it was cold, 
calm and clear he flew down 
to the Myrtle Creek airport 
and talked with Bruce Harlow 
who is caretaker of the field. 
They talked about the Young 
Eagles and the possibility of 
hosting an event here and it 
quickly became a possibility 
and with the blessing from 
the city and help from Bruce 
and Kevin Weaver from the 
South Umpqua School Dis-
trict they scheduled this event 
and possibly will hold anoth-
er one here this year

They were hoping to field 
four aircraft with a colorful 
bi-plane, a vintage 1947 Er-
coupe plus a Experimental 
home built Glasstar as well as 
a Oregon produced kit a Vans 
RV-6 but got lucky and had 
five show up which included 
Douglas County Commis-
sioner Chris Boice with his 
205 Cessna. Boice had flown 
over 50 missions for this pro-
gram.

Nichols said their hope was 
to host around 30 kids for the 
day. All kids being from the 
Myrtle Creek Tri-City area.

The event ran from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. and had very good 
weather

APRIL 24
Five charged in crime 
spree 

MYRTLE CREEK – On 
March 28 at approximately 
7:54 a.m., an officer from the 
Myrtle Creek Police Depart-
ment was dispatched to the 
skate park/swimming pool 
area at 200 Rice Street for a 
report of criminal mischief.  
When the officer arrived, he 
discovered the skate park 
area was heavily spray paint-
ed with vulgar words.  

While the officer was on 
scene, he also discovered two 
custom made picnic benches 
had been tipped over causing 
the seats to be broken.

During the officer’s inves-
tigation, the officer learned 
areas at Millsite Park had also 
been spray painted.     

The officer continued to 
investigate the incident and 
developed leads that several 
juveniles and one adult were 
responsible for the damage.  
The officer also discovered 
during his investigation that 
three of the juveniles on the 
same day had gone into a 
local store and stole several 
bottles of alcoholic beverages 
and other items.

On March 29 the officer 
made contact with the four 
juveniles ages 14 to 17.  Af-
ter the officer conducted in-
terviews, the juveniles were 
ultimately cited and released 
to their parents for criminal 
mischief in the second de-
gree.  Three of the juveniles 
were also cited for theft in the 
third degree.

On April 15 the officer was 
finally able to make contact 
with 20-year-old Katherine 
Doolittle of Canyonville who 
was a suspect.  

After the officer inter-
viewed Doolittle, she was 
taken into custody and lodged 
at the Douglas County Jail for 
criminal mischief in the sec-
ond degree.
Dora Dyer turns 95 
years young 

MYRTLE CREEK – Life-
long area resident and Myrtle 
Creek matriarch Dora Dyer 
turned 95 on Easter Sunday.

Her family chronicled the 
event with a great big party 
for family and friends at her 
son Gordy’s place.

Bud, Teresa and Gordy 
were there with their mother.

Dora has been involved in 
many things over her lifetime 
here in the Myrtle Creek area 
and it has always been done 
with professionalism, respect 
and enthusiasm

Dora and my family have 
always had a friendship and a 
relationship that is cherished.

In the article by Margaret 
Hampton entitled Dora Dyer: 
Life and Rattlesnakes, which 
ran in the 2024 publication 
of Pioneer Days in the South 
Umpqua Valley she men-
tions that Dora’s best friends 
on South Myrtle were Patty 
Hensley, Jane Pate and Opal 
Chaney. Well Opal Chaney 
was my aunt.

My dad, Lyle Chaney, and 
Dora’s brother, Loren (Sam-
bo), were best friends. My 
dad was the reason he go the 
nickname Sambo.

Finally, when I bought the 
newspaper and returned to the 
area Dora was the first person 
to really make me feel wel-
comed. It was Thursday night 
Music in the Park and as I 
was walking across in front of 
the bandshell I heard some-
one yelling, “Mr. Chaney, Mr. 
Chaney” I looked around and 
Dora was standing up wav-
ing to me to come over to 
her. Once I did she said “I am 
Dora Dyer and I knew your 
dad growing up on South 
Myrtle and he was just about 
the smartest person I ever 
met. I just wanted to say hi to 
you and welcome you home.”

I have never forgot that 
and I never will.

Dora also spent several 
years doing a column for the 
newspaper called Asked on 
the Street.

People were always hap-
py to talk to her but pictures 
were tough.

Happy birthday Dora may 
you enjoy this and may there 
be many more in your future.

MAY 15
Riddle man busted 
for making, dealing 
fentanyl 

GLENDALE – Thursday 
afternoon, May 8, detectives 
with the Douglas Interagency 
Narcotics Team (DINT) ar-
rested a Riddle man, Bobby 
Hogue, on several fentanyl 
related charges.

At approximately 4:15 
p.m. detectives, with assis-
tance from the Douglas Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office, initiated a 
traffic stop on a vehicle trav-
eling northbound on I-5 near 
milepost 83, which is in the 
Glendale area.   A search of 
the vehicle revealed approx-
imately 115 grams of sus-
pected fentanyl, along with 
a small amount of suspected 
methamphetamine.   Hogue, 
34, of Riddle, was detained at 
the scene.  

A short time later, a search 
of Hogue’s residence in the 
3,000 block of Canyon-
ville-Riddle Road revealed 
a small amount of suspected 
methamphetamine as well as 
a firearm.   Previously con-
victed felons are prohibited 
from possessing firearms.  

Hogue was arrested and 
lodged at the Douglas County 
Jail on suspicion of Posses-
sion, Delivery, and Manu-
facture of a Schedule II Con-
trolled Substance, and Felon 
in Possession of a Firearm.

The Douglas Interagency 
Narcotics Team (DINT) is a 
multi-jurisdictional narcotics 
task force that identifies, dis-
rupts, and dismantles local, 
multi-state, and international 
drug trafficking organizations 
using an intelligence-driven, 
multi-agency prosecutor-sup-
ported approach.   DINT  is 
supported by the Oregon-Ida-
ho High-Intensity Drug Traf-
ficking Area (HIDTA) and is 
composed of members from 
the Douglas County Sheriff’s 
Office, Roseburg Police De-
partment, Oregon State Po-
lice, Douglas County District 
Attorney’s Office, and the 
Bureau of Land Management.

The Oregon-Idaho HIDTA 
program is an Office of Na-
tional Drug Control Policy 
(ONDCP) sponsored coun-
terdrug grant program that 
coordinates with and pro-
vides funding resources to 
multi-agency drug enforce-
ment initiatives, including 
DINT.

MAY 22
Barbecue, planes 
and beer, oh my

MYRTLE CREEK -- The 
Second Annual Fly-In Pig 
Barbecue was held this past 
weekend at the Myrtle Creek 
Municipal Airport. This brain 
child of Mike Farnworth, 
brought approximately 25 
cooks to the competition 
which had a $10,000 purse. 
There was also breweries, 
wineries, ciders and Oregon 
spirits vendors at the event 
along with lemonade, cot-
ton candy, pickles, popcorn, 
smoked fish, jerky and fried 
bread. There was also live-
fire cooking with whole hog, 
alligator and more. Attendees 
also enjoyed live bluegrass 
music as they sampled the 
fares and voted for their fa-
vorite foods and beverages. 
This year there was also be 
a Kids Activity Center spon-
sored by Riddle Roots and 
other family activities includ-
ing axe throwing, a mechani-
cal bull, a climbing wall and 
live camel rides. According 
to organizers, the crowds sur-
passed last year despite some 
inclement weather. 

MAY 29
Community 101 
gives donations to 
non-profits

RIDDLE -- Thursday eve-
ning, May 22, the Riddle 
High School chapter of Com-
munity 101 held their awards 
ceremony in the high school 
library.

The Community 101, 
which at Riddle is the leader-
shipclass, procures donations 
from businesses to distribute 
to non-profit organizations 
through school programs.

The students of the class 
are the ones who decide what 
group of people they would 
like to help. This year they 
wanted to help people that are 
victims of violent crime or 
victims of child abuse.

The Community 101 group 
was able to collect $5,000 
from Lilja Family Foundation 
and the Oregon Community 
Foundation as teh sources for 
the awards.

The class, made up of Jes-
se Parmer, Lanae Rainwater, 
Shyann McKown, Carlos-
Sanderson-Perez, Waylon 
Baker, and Sharla Wise, de-
cided to divid the monies 
as follows: Casa of Doug-
las County, $1,176.34; Kids 
First, $1,176.33; Klamath 
Advocacy, $1,176.33; Peace 
at Home, $750; Riddle Jr/Sr. 
High School library, $161; 
Riddle High School on Track 

to Graduate Program, $140; 
high school band program, 
$140; high school positive 
behavior support program, 
$140; and the high school 
world and cutural art pro-
gram, $140.

Casa of Douglas County 
is an organization that helps 
children up to 21 years of age 
who are in the child welfare 

All choked up

system and are wards of the 
state.

Kids First serves children 
for cocerns of sexual or phys-
ical abuse as well as children 
who have witnessed a violent 
crime.

Klamath Advocacy offers 
safe spaces and inclusive ser-
vices to  people who have ex-
perienced trafficking.

JUNE 12

Douglas County Mail photos by Bob Chaney, Sr.
Riddle High School held its graduation this past Saturday, 
June 7, and it was a moving experience as evidenced by 
these students. (ABOVE) Felicity Clayton lets out a huge 
sigh of relief while (BELOW) Jaddyn Tebo (LEFT) and Brie 
Bosse (RIGHT) get a little choked up.  Rory Chaney (CEN-
TER BACK) flashes a nervous smile knowing its time. This 
was one of the largest classes in recent years for Riddle 
High as 34 students earned their diplomas.

JUNE 19
Reaching down deep

CANYONVILE -- The 
43rd installment of the South 
Douglas Rodeo was held Fri-
day and Saturday, June 14 and 
15, at the Tri City Horsemen 
Arena in Myrtle Creek. The 
event saw cooler tempera-
tures than were present earli-

er in the week and the fans re-
acted with good turnouts each 
day. (BELOW) This bareback 
rider take a bumpy ride but 
goes the distance for a score 
during the competition on 
Sunday.

See YIR 2025 Page 6
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CLASSIFIEDS WORK 
PLACE YOURS 

TODAY

Classified Advertisements
The Douglas County Mail 
Classified Advertisement

All Classifieds are PREPAID
Fill in your classified ad in the space below and mail it with payment 
in full to The Douglas County Mail, P.O. Box 729, Myrtle Creek, OR  
97457 or drop it by The Douglas County Mail office 325 NE First Av-
enue, Myrtle Creek, before Monday at 4 p.m. to have it included in 
Thursday’s edition. If you need additional space or want to run more 
than one advertisement please include a full copy of each ad on a 
separate piece of paper

30 WORDS OR LESS $10.00 
ALL ADDITIONAL WORDS ARE $.25 EACH  

1. _________________  2. _________________     3. _________________ 

4. _________________  5. _________________     6. _________________

7. _________________  8. _________________     9. _________________ 

10. _________________11. _________________   12. _________________  

13. _________________14. _________________   15. _________________

16. _________________17. _________________   18. _________________

19. _________________20. _________________   21. _________________      

22. _________________23. _________________   24. _________________

25. _________________26. _________________   27. _________________

28. _________________29. _________________   30. _________________      

STATEWIDE 
CLASSIFIEDS.

DIVORCE $130. Complete prepa-
ration. Includes children, custody, 
support, property and bills division. 
No court appearances. Divorced 
in 1-5 weeks possible. 503-772-
5295. www.paralegalalternatives.
com legalalt@msn.com.

:Switch and save up to $250/year 
on your talk, text and data. No con-
tract and no hidden fees. Unlimited 
talk and text with flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide coverage. 
100% U.S. based customer ser-
vice. For more information, call 
1-877-916-0803

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, 
Text and Data For Just $25/mo! 
The Power Of 3 5G Networks, One 
Low Price! 
Call Today and Get The Latest iP-
hone Every Year On Us! 844-955-
3417

FREE high speed internet for those 
that qualify. Government program 
for recipients of select programs 
incl. Medicaid, SNAP, Housing As-
sistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 
GB internet service. Bonus offer: 
Android tablet FREE with one-time 
$20 copay. Free shipping & han-
dling. Call Maxsip Telecom today! 
1-877-390-0458.

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  
Free Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 
80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus 
Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. 
Call Today! 1-866-373-9175.

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get 
your favorite live TV, sports and lo-
cal channels. 99% signal reliability! 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/mo for 
12 months. 

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a 
new, custom bath or shower in as 
little as one day. For a limited time, 
waiving ALL installation costs! (Addi-
tional terms apply. 
Subject to change and vary by deal-
er. (Offer ends 12/29/24.) Call 
1-855-341-5268.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 855-839-0752.

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-the-line instal-
lation and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-833-395-1433.

Stroke and Cardiovascular disease 

are leading causes of death, ac-
cording to the American Heart As-
sociation. Screenings can provide 
peace of mind or early detection! 
Contact Life Line Screening to 
schedule your screening. Special 
offer - 5 screenings for just $149. 
Call 1-844-655-0972.

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV 
and more to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle 
pickup and receive a top tax deduc-

HBO Max and Premium Channels 
included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) No annual 
contract, no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-855-
602-2009.

IWe Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! 
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy three step process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. 

Is 2024 your year? WeÂ’re here for it 
and here for you. Reach your goals 
this year with WeightWatchers. 
Get started with THREE months 
FREE, visit www.weightwatchersof-
fer.com/39.

Prepare for power outages today 
with a GENERAC home standby 
generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request 
a FREE Quote Â– Call now before 
the next power outage: 1-877-557-
1912.

$$PAYING TOP DOLLAR$$ For 
Sports Card Collections: Baseball, 
Basketball, Football, & Pokemon. 
Premium Paid for Vintage Pre 1980. 
Referral Bonuses Available. Call 
Corey 541-838-0364.

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages 
and power your home. Full instal-
lation services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request a FREE, 
no obligation, quote today. Call 
1-844-989-2328.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter es-
timate today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-855-536-8838.

Wesley Financial Group, LLC. 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts. 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free informational package and 

learn how to get rid of your time-
share! Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 844-487-
0221.

Call LeafGuard and say goodbye to 
gutter cleaning for good. No clean-
ing. No leaking. No water damage. 
No more ladder accidents. Get 
LeafGuard today and be protected 
for life. FREE estimate. Financing 
available. 20% off total purchase 
(Restrictions may apply.) Call 
1-844-345-1537.

The bathroom of your dreams in as 
little as 1 day. Limited Time Offer - 
$1000 off or No Payments and No 
Interest for 18 months for custom-
ers who qualify. 
BCI Bath & Shower. Many options 
available. Quality materials & pro-
fessional installation. Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts Available. Call To-
day! 1-844-847-9778.

tion! 
Call Veteran Car Donations at 
1-866-695-9265 today!

Get a break on your taxes! Donate 
your car, truck, or SUV to assist the 
blind and visually impaired. Arrange 
a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup and 
secure a generous tax credit for 
2025. 
Call Heritage for the Blind Today at 
1-844-533-9173 today!

&

Donate Your Car
Imagine the Di� erence You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible 
and the proceeds help provide services to 
help the blind and visually impaired.

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

a $200 restaurant 
voucher

✔ ✔ a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations

✔

Call 1-844-533-9173

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 877-557-1912 to 
schedule your free quote!

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

An Invitation To Worship

A guide to churches of south Douglas County

Tri-City 
Baptist Church

Rick Smith, Pastor 863-4742
158 SE Crest Dr, Myrtle Creek

Service Times Offered
Sunday Morning.Worship     11 am
 Sunday School 	  9:30 am
Sunday Ev. Adult Service         6 pm
Wed. Adult Bible Study           10 am

Church of the Nazarene
Pastor Guy Cooksey

235 NE Rice St., 
Myrtle Creek * 541/863-3715
www.myrtlecreeknaz.com

Sunday School 9:30 am
Worship, 10:45 am & 6 pm

Bible Study, Wed. 7 pm

Tri City 
Presbyterian Church

P.O. Box 704
355 Meadow Lane, 
Tri City, 863-4363

Call now
and receive a free 
XL battery with 
your ATTO SPORT 
purchase.

Folding Mobility Scooter

CALL NOW: 1-833-519-1915

receive a free 
with 

your ATTO SPORT 

*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be 
combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 12/30/25. Each dealership 
is independently owned and operated. **Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify/
Participating dealers only. See your dealer for details. ©2025 Bath Concepts Industries.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 847-9778CALL 
NOW

$1000 OFF*

OFFER EXPIRES 12/30/2025

0% Interest
For 18 Months**

$1500OFF when fi nancing
with remodelingloans.com**

OR

OR

a look at local weather 
Thursday, January 1

Overcast. A 40 percent chance of precipitation. 
High 52. Low 40.

Saturday, January 3
Overcast. A 60 percent chance of precipitation. 

High 51. Low 42.

Sunday, January 4
Overcast. A 60 percent chance of precipitation. 

High 52. Low 42.

Wednesday, January 7
Overcast. A 60 percent chance of precipitation. 

High 52. Low 40.

Last Week’s Temperatures
						      Lo       		  High	       Precp
Wednesday, 	 December 24	 40		  51	      --
Thursday,		  December 25	 39		  53	      --
Friday,         		 December 26 	 36		  48	      --
Saturday,    		  December 27  	 31		  48	      --
Sunday		  December 28   	 33		  49	      --
Monday,     		  December 29	 36		  51	      --
Tuesday,   		  December 30   	 38		  52	      --

A look back at last year
Winter was entrenched as low temperatures ranged from a frosty 
33 to a cool 49 and the high temperatures rose from a chilly 45 to 
a blustry 59. The valley took on .74 inches of precipitation.

Monday, January 5
Overcast. A 60 percent chance of precipitation. 

High 50. Low 42.

Tuesday, January 6
Overcast. A 50 percent chance of precipitation. 

High 51. Low 41.

Friday, January 2
Overcast. A 60 percent chance of precipitation. 

High 51. Low 41.
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JUNE 26
On the job

 MYRTLE CREEK -- The 
Myrtle Creek Police Depart-
ment recently hired another 
officer to bring the department 
to full staff. The new officer, 
Arthur Maldonado, grew up 
in Douglas County and is a 
2003 graduate of Roseburg 
High School. He has over five 
years law enforcement expe-
rience and has also been an 
active member of the Army 
National Guard for the past 
18 years. 

JULY 10
Changes coming to 
Douglas County Mail 

MYRTLE CREEK – There 
are some major changes on 
the horizon for The Douglas 
County Mail over the next 
few weeks.

This week will mark the 
last week of printing in Rose-
burg with The News Review. 
Due to costs The News Re-
view is moving their publica-
tion to a virtual (online) prod-
uct four days a week and one 
print version on Fridays to be 
printed out of house.

The Douglas County Mail 
has been printing with The 
News Review for over 40 
years and that is now chang-
ing. The Douglas County 
Mail, as of the July 17 edition, 
will become a one section, 12 
page publication with fewer 
opportunities for color on a 
regular basis unless paid for.

It will also be printing on 
a stricter schedule on Tues-
day afternoons which will 
limit the ability to fit in late 
arriving news or ads so dead-
lines will have to be adhered 
to in order to make this work 
smoothly.

Other changes that make 
come within the next couple 
of months will be the creation 
of a online presence to work 
in tandem with the print ver-
sion.

The Douglas County Mail 
recognizes and is cognizant 
of the ever increasing cost of 
printing but it is the contin-
ued mantra of The Douglas 
County Mail to remain a print 
product throughout its exis-
tence.

It may be necessary to in-
crease cost in order to contin-
ue to maintain this philoso-
phy so please remember to be 
sympathetic to that cause and 
The Douglas County Mail 
will continue to provide the 
best possible print product in 
Douglas County.

JULY 17
Myrtle Creek man 
arrested on sundry of 
weapons charges

MYRTLE CREEK – On 
July 7 at approximately 7:25 
a.m. Myrtle Creek Police De-
partment Officers respond-
ed to the 700 block of Cedar 
Avenue for a report regarding 
damage found on a residence 
from gun shots.   The person 
making the report believed 
his neighbor from 726 Cedar 
Avenue had shot his residence 
with a firearm sometime 
during the night.  Officers ar-
rived on scene and found ev-
idence that someone had shot 
the residence at least twice 
with a shotgun or a firearm 
that shoots shotgun pellets.

While officers were on 
scene investigating, Jay Wil-
son, who lives at 726 Cedar 
Avenue, began yelling at 
officers from inside his res-

idence.   Officers had prior 
knowledge that Wilson was 
possibly heavily armed, and 
his behavior has recently be-
come more erratic.  

Officers began setting up 
a perimeter while a search 
warrant was being written for 
Wilson’s residence.   During 
that time, Myrtle Creek Po-
lice Department contacted the 
Douglas County Sheriff’s Of-
fice and requested they have 
their Tactical Response Team 
(TRT) respond to execute the 
warrant, due to the high risk.

The Myrtle Creek Police 
Department also requested 
Douglas County Communi-
cations alert residents in the 
surrounding area to shelter in 
place and avoid the area.

While Officers were wait-
ing for the search warrant, 
Wilson fired at least two 
rounds from inside his resi-
dence.  No one was hit and no 
officers returned fire. 

Crisis negotiators from the 
Douglas County Sheriff’s Of-
fice began trying to communi-
cate with Wilson, but Wilson 
continued to remain agitated.    

At approximately 10:07 
a.m. Wilson exited his res-
idence and began walking 
down the street.   Officers 
rushed in and were able to 
take Wilson into custody 
without any further incident.

Wilson was transported 
to the Douglas County Jail 
where he was lodged on 21 
counts of unlawful use of a 
weapon, 21 counts of reck-
lessly endangering another 
person, and two counts of 
criminal mischief in the sec-
ond degree.

Later in the evening, a 
search warrant was executed 
on Wilson’s residence where 
67 firearms were seized along 
with large amounts of ammu-
nition.  

During the search warrant, 
officers found evidence of 
Wilson firing several rounds 
from a shotgun and handgun 
through his front door, win-
dows, and the wall towards 
his neighbor’s house.

The Douglas County Sher-
iff’s Office, Winston Police 
Department, and Oregon 
State Police assisted with the 
incident.  

JULY 24
Myrtle Creek is one 
of the chosen 

MYRTLE CREEK – The 
City of Myrtle Creek became 
one of 50 last week and more 
specifically number 24, as art-
ist Cheyenne Renee selected 
the city for her mural project.

Renee, a young artist from 
Covington, Virginia, has a 
goal to paint 50 murals, one in 
a small town in each state be-
fore the end of 2025, thus the 
name of her project 50 in 50.

The way that Myrtle Creek 
got involved in the project 
was due to McKenzie Strong. 
Strong, one of the new own-
ers of Homestead Furniture, 
found Renee’s project online 
and submitted an application 
to the project.

According to Renee, one 
of the things that intrigued 
her the most about the Myr-
tle Creek application was that 
the city recently announced 
that it was establishing a mu-
ral committee to solicit and 
encourage artists to come 
paint murals in Myrtle Creek.

Once she accepted the ap-
plication Strong quickly be-
gan to look for a wall to use 
for the mural. That’s when 
she made contact with Byron 
Magillo who recently pur-
chased the old Rose Motel.

It just so happened that 
the wall facing Main Street 
was blank and he was more 
that willing to be a part of the 
project.

“It was refreshing and ex-
citing to find a small town 
willing to move forward and 
be very progressive in an ef-
fort to encourage tourism,” 
said Renee.

The project started in April 
of 2022 in her hometown and 
has since reached 24. Renee 
says that she has all but eight 
states booked.

She has accepted applica-
tions from towns ranging in 
size from 200 to 60,000 res-
idents.

It doesn’t take her long to 
complete the task either.

She rolled into town on 
Friday, July 11, stated work 
on the mural on Monday, July 
14, and completed the project 
on Thursday, July 17, and was 
on her way to her next proj-
ect in Washington Thursday 
night.

In addition to the murals 
she is also putting together a 
documentary that highlights 
each community and the peo-
ple that are doing amazing 
things for those around them.

She had the opportunity 
to interview a local Myr-
tle Creek icon, Dora Dyer, 
during her time here.

Her goal with the docu-
mentary is to provide a copy 
or access to it when complet-
ed and have each community 
do a viewing party as part of 
the unveiling of the video.

She also wants to bring 
representatives from all 50 
communities together in one 
location as a celebration of 
the entire project.

According to Renee, the 
main goal of the 50 in 50 proj-
ect is to take travelers off the 
beaten path, to create aware-
ness for small town tourism, 
and to connect 50 communi-
ties to each other.

Renee says that her work 
is led by her passion for small 
towns and communities. Peo-
ple that value their relation-
ship to nature and each other. 
Feeling strongly that art and 
the landscape around us are 
both only as beautiful as those 
who take the time to appreci-
ate them.

Pubic art can be used as 
a spotlight shining on those 
who might otherwise be un-
seen just as it can be used as a 
megaphone amplifying voic-
es that deserve to be heard, 
writes Renee on her website.

Douglas County Mail photo by Bob Chaney, Sr.
The City of Myrtle Creek was chosen to be the represen-
tative of the state of Oregon in artist Cheyenne Renee’s 
50 in 50 project, a painting project to paint a mural in 
each of the 50 states by the end of 2025. (ABOVE) Renee 
(LEFT) stands with McKenzie Strong (CENTER) co-owner 
of Homestead Furniture and the one who submitted the 
application to Renee to use Myrtle Creek as the Oregon 
representative, and Byron Magillo (RIGHT) owner of the 
Rose Motel, the building on which Renee painted the mu-
ral. The trio is flanked by the finished mural.

JULY 31
It’s all about the food and fireworks

Douglas County Mail photos by Reo Chaney
The Myrtle Creek Lions held their 40th annual Myrtle Creek 
Summer Festival last weekend and the turnout was fantas-
tic, according to organzers. The weather was cooperative 
and festival goers were treated to what most claim is the 
best fireworks display in all of Douglas County.  As usual 
the festival food was abundant and delicious. This year 
patrons had a few more choices as the festival packed in 
over 75 vendors of which 20 or more were food and drink. 
This is the most booths the festival has ever had and a 
special added bonus this year was a wine garden which 
was a big hit with all those thirsty after walking around 
the grounds. All in all there was something for everyone 
from entertainment to information with arm wrestling and 
rock crawling sandwiched in and don’t forget about the 
softball. (TOP) These kids couldn’t seem to get enough of 
the doughnuts. There were more than 12 kids for each age 
group of the contest. (MIDDLE AND BOTTOM) The fire-
works show was as advertised. An estimated over 3,000 
people were on hand to watch the show and many more 
throughout the city.

AUGUST 21
Queen’s Court 
returns to Pioneer 
Days along with 
other favorites 

CANYONVILLE – The 
South Umpqua Historical So-
ciety along with the Canyon-
ville Pioneer Days Commit-
tee decided to bring back the 
Queen’s Court feature to the 
annual celebration. 

This features highlights 
princesses from the surround-
ing communities to include 
Myrtle Creek, Days Creek, 
Riddle, Azalea/Glendale and 
Canyonville and brings them 
together on Thursday eve-
ning for the coronation of this 
year’s Queen.

That distinction is deter-
mined by lot and announced 
that evening. The princesses 
and the queen will also be rid-
ing in the parade on Saturday.

Another favorite of yester-
year making its return is the 
Canyonville Lions barbecue 
dinner on Thursday evening 
at 5:30 p.m.

This was a sought after 
favorite for many years but 
has been on hiatus for the last 
several years.

This year’s menu includes 
ribs, chicken, baked beans, 
coleslaw, watermelon and ei-
ther water or lemonade all for 
just $20 per person and only 
$15 for senior and children 
under 12. All proceeds from 
the event will go to the local 
sight and hearing which helps 
to provide glasses and hear-
ing aids for those who can’t 
afford them. So be sure to get 
out for the dinner and the cor-
onation.

AUGUST 28
Commissioners issue 
statement on UPTD

DOUGLAS COUNTY 
– Douglas County Commis-
sioners Tim Freeman, Tom 
Kress, and Chris Boice issued 
a statement after a discus-
sion held during their weekly 
business meeting on Wednes-
day, August 20, regarding the 
Umpqua Public Transpor-
tation District (UPTD). The 
discussion, brought forward 
as an off-agenda item by 
Board Chair Commissioner 
Freeman, was in response to 
numerous false rumors cur-
rently being circulated by 
other local elected officials.

“We recognize that UPTD 
is currently undergoing a pe-
riod of transition, including 
a possible delay in funding.  
However, the Douglas Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners 
are not involved in any aspect 
of the district, nor would it be 
appropriate for us to be in-
volved.   We wish UPTD the 
best during this time. We con-
tinue to believe that the most 
effective government is that 
which remains closest to the 
people. A dedicated transpor-
tation district, focused solely 
on managing local transit ser-
vices, represents a strong and 
responsive model for meeting 
community needs,” stated 
Commissioner Freeman on 
behalf of the board.

Commissioner Freeman 
began the discussion by cor-
recting misinformation re-
garding the formation of the 
independent transportation 
district. In 2017, the Board 
of Commissioners was ap-

proached by representatives 
from several local agencies, 
along with community mem-
bers, who advocated for the 
creation of a separate trans-
portation district in Douglas 
County. They believed that 
establishing an independent 
district, separate from coun-
ty government, would better 
serve the community’s inter-
ests. One key reason cited was 
the expectation that a stand-
alone district would have 
greater leverage in securing 
additional grant funding.  On 
August 15, 2018, the Douglas 
County Board of Commis-
sioners held the first public 
hearing and signed an order 
initiating the formation of an 
independent Douglas Coun-
ty Transportation District. 
A follow-up public hearing 
was held on September 12, 
2018, to consider finalizing 
the district’s creation. After 
hearing public testimony, the 
Commissioners unanimously 
approved an order officially 
establishing the district, with 
boundaries generally aligned 
with those of Douglas Coun-
ty.

The newly formed Doug-
las County Transportation 
District was established as an 
independent, non-taxing enti-
ty, meaning it would not col-
lect local tax dollars. Instead, 
funding would be allocated 
directly to the district and 
would not come through the 
county.  

Governance of the district 
was assigned to an elected 
board, responsible for man-
aging and overseeing the use 
of millions in funding.   The 
next step   in the process was 
the election of the board of 
directors. In November 2018, 
Douglas County voters elect-
ed seven board members 
from a field of 16 candidates. 
Following the election, the le-
gal transition of the transpor-
tation program began, with 
all actions carried out in ac-
cordance with state statutes to 
formally transfer operations 
to the newly independent dis-
trict.  

The final responsibility 
of Douglas County Gov-
ernment in this process was 
to oversee the initial board 
meeting in January 2019, 
during which board positions 
and term lengths were deter-
mined. Since that time, the 
district, now known as the 
Umpqua Public Transpor-
tation District, has operated 
independently of county gov-
ernment.

To help set the record 
straight and address the mis-
information being circulated, 
the Douglas County Board 
of Commissioners issued the 
following key points

The Douglas County 
Board of Commissioners 
were NOT involved in the last 
election of officers for UPTD.

The Douglas County 
Board of Commissioners 
are NOT involved in the cur-
rent issues involving UPTD.

The Douglas County 
Board of Commissioners DO 
NOT want to take over man-
aging UPTD.

The Douglas County Board 
of Commissioners want to 
make it clear that if for some 
reason the current UPTD dis-
trict fails, the Douglas Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners 
will NOT take the local trans-
portation program back under 
county authority or manage-
ment. 

Citizens can watch a re-
cording of the Wednesday, 
August 20, 2025, Weekly 
Business Meeting containing 
the discussion about UPTD 
on Douglas County Govern-
ment’s YouTube Channel for 
meeting broadcasts at https://
www.youtube.com/@doug-
lascountyoregongov.

See YIR 2025 Page 12
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Looking back at sports in 2025
Lady Lancers softball, Days Creek boys basketball, Riddle football, Lancer boys soccer top list

MYRTLE CREEK -- The 
year of 2025 in sport marked 
accomplishments for several 
teams that hand not been done 
in a number of years.

The South Umpqua Lady 
Lancers softball team made 
another deep run into the 
semifinals before falling.

The Riddle footbaqll team 
made the playoffs for the first 
time in nearly 30 years.

The South Umpqua boys 
soccer team made a run to the 
playoffs that included a unde-
feated divisional season and 
only two losses on the year 
with one coming in the sec-
ond round of the playoffs.

The Days Creek boys bas-
ketball team led off the year 
with a run to the Elite Eight in 
Baker City.

What follows are these sto-
ries as they were covered fol-
lowed by a chronoligical look 
at the year in sports.

MAY 1
Lady Lancers 
rounding into form

TRI CITY -- The South 
Umpqua softball team is start-
ing to take on some resem-
blance to last year’s champi-
onship team as they continued 
to  roll through the Far West 
League remaining undefeated 
in league play and in a tie for 
first place with both Douglas 
and Glide at 6-0.

South Umpqua last week 
completed a three game 
home-and-home sweep of 
Sutherlin.

On Tuesday the Lancers 
beat the Lady Bulldogs 16-0 
in a three-inning, Mercy Rule 
shortened game. Mady Pratt 
went 3-for-3 with three RBIs 
while Haley Twyman was 
2-for-2 with one RBI. Danika 
Richardson chipped in going 
2-for-3 with three RBIs.

Reaghan Gilbert was on 
the hill and got the victory.

On Friday the Lancers 
traveled to Sutherlin for a 
double dip which they took 
15-0 in three innings and 19-2 
in five innings.

In the first contest Tessa 
Beam had a good game going 

2-for-2 with three RBIs while 
scoring twice. Twyman was 
2-for-3 with two RBIs and 
she scored three times while 
Pratt went 2-for-3 and Regan 
Ireland had three RBIs.

Gilbert was the starter 
again and came away with the 
win.

In the night cap Twyman 
went 4-for-5 with two RBIs 
while Ireland was 3-for-4 
with four RBIs. Richardson 
got in on the hit parade go-
ing 3-for-3 which included 
a home run. She had three 
RBIs. Gilbert also had a ding-
er and three RBIs.

Ireland was on the mound 
and went the distance for the 
victory striking out four over 
the five innings while allow-
ing just two hits.

MAY 8
Lancer Lumber 
Company still rolling

TRI CITY – The Lanc-
er Lumber Company, better 
known as the South Umpqua 
High School softball team, 
continued its dominance over 
all opponents last week add-
ing three more notches to the 
proverbial belt.

Since suffering a 2-0 non-
league loss to North Valley on 
April 5 the Lady Lancers have 
been on a roll winning 10 in a 
row, all of them by shortened 
contests by the Mercy Rule.

This last week this string 
continued as they whipped 
Coquille 15-0 on Tuesday, 
April 29 in three innings.

South Umpqua plated nine 
runs in the first inning and 
never looked back. They add-
ed two more in the second 
and four in the third when the 
game was called.

Leading the charge for the 
Lumber Company was Mady 
Pratt going 2-for-2 with a 
double and five RBIs.

Haley Twyman walked 
three times and came around 
to score twice.

Also scoring two runs each 
were Brooklyn Sharp, Gracie 
Richardson and Dakota Gal-
lego.

Reaghan Gilbert was on 

Boys Basketball
Thursday, January 1

South Umpqua vs. Del Norte at Bandon Dune 
Tournament, 3:30 p.m.

Friday, January 2
South Umpqua vs. TBD at Bandon Dune 

Tournament, TBD.
Saturday, January 3

South Umpqua vs. TBD at Bandon Dune 
Tournament, TBD.

Glendale at Rogue River, 7 p.m.
Tuesday, January 6

South Umpqua at St. Mary’s, 7 p.m.
Glendale at Days Creek, 7:30 p.m.

New Hope Christian at Riddle, 7:30 p.m.

Girls Basketball
Thursday, January 1

South Umpqua vs. Bandon at Bandon Dune 
Tournament, 5:15 p.m.

Friday, January 2
South Umpqua vs. TBD at Bandon Dune 

Tournament, TBD.
Saturday, January 3

South Umpqua vs. TBD at Bandon Dune 
Tournament, TBD.

Tuesday, January 6
South Umpqu at St. Mary’s, 5:30 p.m.

Glendale at Days Creek, 6 p.m.
New Hope Christian at Riddle, 6 p.m.

Wrestling
Saturday, January 3

South Umpqua at King of the Hill Invitational, 
Pleasant Hill, 10 a.m.

the hill and didn’t allow a sin-
gle hit over the three innings 
while striking out six to earn 
the victory.

On Friday in the double 
header portion of the home-
and-home series it was pretty 
much the same.

In the first game the Lanc-
ers scored three in the first 
and followed that up with five 
in the second before erupting 
for 10 runs in the third inning 
giving them a 18-0 mercy rule 
victory.

In that game Danika Rich-
ardson led the Lumber com-
pany with a 4-for-4 perfor-
mance scoring four runs and 
driving in two.

Regan Ireland was 3-for-
3 with two doubles and four 
RBIs while Gracie Richard-
son went 2-for-3 with four 
RBIs. Gilbert, who started on 
the hill, helped her own cause 
going 2-for-2 with two RBIs. 
She also allowed just one hit 
over the three innings and 
struck out four batters.

The second game of 
the double dip saw South 
Umpqua trailing 2-1 after the 
first inning but in the second 
they plated four followed by 
five in the third to take a com-
manding 10-2 lead after three.

In the fourth the Lumber 
Company got busy and broke 
it open scoring 11 times to 
take a 21-2 lead.

The defense held Coquille 
scoreless in the bottom half of 
the fourth and the game was 
called due to the mercy rule

In the nightcap G. Richard-
son continued to be a spark 
plug on offense going 3-for-3 
which included two doubles. 

She also scored four times. 
Pratt got in on the act as she 
went 2-for-3 with two dou-
bles and three RBIs.

Twyman was 2-for-2 with 
two doubles and three RBIs 
and Shilo Gilbert was 2-for-3 
scoring three times.

Ireland started on the 
mound and R. Gilbert came 
on in relief in the third inning. 
Together they gave up just 
two hits and two runs. Gil-
bert struck out seven. Ireland 
came away with the victory.

The victory kept South 
Umpqua’s Far west League 
record perfect at 9-0 and 
it also kept them tied with 
Douglas for first place.

The two teams will meet in 
the final home-and-home se-
ries of the regular season set 
for May 13 and 16.

Douglas is currently 15-2 
overall, 9-0 in league and 
ranked No. 6 in the O.S.A.A. 
3A polls.

South Umpqua is 15-4 
overall, 9-0 in league and 
ranked No. 9 in the O.S.A.A. 
3A polls.

MAY 15
Lancers lock down 
league title with 
sweep of Glide 

TRI CITY – The South 
Umpqua baseball squad com-
pleted a home-and-home se-
ries sweep of Glide on Friday, 
May 9, and in the process 
locked down the Far west 
League regular season title.

The Lancers lead Doug-
las by four games going into 
the final series of the season, 
which is three games.

In the first game on Friday 
the Lancers didn’t take long 
to get on the board as they 
scored two runs in the home 
half of the first inning.

They added two more in 
the second to lead 4-0.

In the third the Glide bats 
came to life a bit as they plat-
ed one run but in the bottom 

of the inning South Umpqua 
quickly got that back and then 
some as they scored three 
runs to take a commanding 
7-1 lead.

The two each added a run 
in the fourth.

South Umpqua added an-
other run in the fifth to take a 
9-3 lead.

Glide mounted a bit of a 
rally in the seventh but could 
only plate one run and the 
Lancers came away wit a 9-4 
victory.

Kaden Graf started on the 
hill for the Lancers and went 
six innings for the victory. He 
gave way to Logan Schwerdt 
who pitched the seventh in-
ning.

Offensively the Lancers 
were led by Talen Lamm 
going 2-for-2 with an RBI. 
Braxton Hamilton was 2-for-
4 with three RBIs and Brock 
Wells was 2-for-4.

In the nightcap South 
Umpqua scored one in the 
first and four in the second 
to take a 5-0 lead. Not to be 
outdone Glide turned around 
in the top half of the third and 
plated four as well to cut it to 
5-4.

The Lancers added one 
in the bottom of the third to 
make it 6-4 and that was how 
it stayed until the bottom of 
the fifth when they added one 
more.

Glide also added one in the 
sixth as did South Umpqua 
and going into the seventh the 
Wildcats trailed 8-5.

Glide was able to plated 
just one run in the seventh and 
again the Lancers came away 
with a close victory and their 
first regular season Far West 
League crown since 2012.

Although they won the 3A 
state championship in 2022 
they didn’t win the regular 
season league title, finishing 
second to Cascade Christian 
in then Special District 4. It 
returned to Far West League 
in 2022-23.

Camden Black went six 
innings on the mound for the 
victory.

Hamilton went 3-for-3 
with two RBIs while Trace 
Esterbrook was 3-for-4 with 
an RBI.

The victory brought South 
Umpqua’s overall record to 
14-7 while remaining perfect 
in league at 9-0.

MAY 22
Lancer Lumber 
Company takes the 
broom to Douglas

TRI CITY -- The South 
Umpqua softball team contin-
ued their rampage through the 
Far West League last week as 
they took the broom to arch 
rival Douglas and swept the 
Trojans to take the regular 
season league title and secure 
themselves a first round bye 
in the playoffs.

The two teams, which 
were tied atop the league 
at 12-0 going into the final 
home-and-home series, met 
for a single game on Tuesday, 
May 13.

In that game South 
Umpqua had an early 1-0 
lead which was short-lived 
as Douglas came back in the 
home half of the inning and 
tied it up. 

The Lancers broke it open 
in the fourth scoring four and 
going on top 5-2 as they took 
the 6-4 victory.

Reaghan Gilbert had a 
home run and also got the win 
on the hill.

Gracie Richardson, Haley 
Twyman, Mady Pratt, Regan 
Irelnd and Dakota Gallego all 

had hits on the afternoon. Shi-
lo Gilbert went 2-for-4 with 
an RBI.

The two teams came back 
together on Friday to paly 
a double header at South 
Umpqua.

In the first game Gilbert 
took to the hill and allowed 
just one hit over seven innings 
while striking out 12 batters.

She did give up one run in 
the first inning but the Lancer 
Lumber Compnay got it back 
in the bottom of the frame.

The game remained tied 
with the two pitchers going 
back and forth until the bot-
tom of the fifth when south 
Umpqua plated three runs to 
take a commanding 4-1 lead.

With three runs in tow Gil-
bert took care of the rest as 
the Lancer nailed down the 
4-1 victory and a gauarantee 
of the league title.

In that game Dakota Gal-
lego went 2-for-2 and scored 
once while Danika Richard-
son had a triple driving in two 
RBIs.

The nightcap was gravy 
but it still meant something to 
the athletes. 

Douglas didn’t want to 
end on a losing note and they 
jumped on regan Ireland in 
the first inning as they plated 
four runs.

South Umpqua chipped 
away at the lead scoring one 
run in the second and one in 
the third.

as they went into the home 
half of the fifth they trailed 
4-2 but the Lumber Compa-
ny got busy and scored three 
times to take a 5-4 lead.

Douglas scored once in the 
sixth to tie it at 5-5 but South 
Umpqua erupted in the bot-
tom of the inning scoring five 
to lead 10-5, which was the 
final score.

Ireland got the victory but 
she was also the offensive star 
as she sroked two homers.

Pratt and D. Richardson 
were both 2-for-4 with two 
RBIs.

The victory brought the 
Lancers winning streak to 16 
in a row with a overall record 
of  21-4.

They open the playoffs on 
May 28 at home.

JUNE 5
South Umpqua 
slams their way into 
semifinals 

TRI CITY – Two play-
off games in three days and 
two Mercy Rule victories in 
the process landed the South 
Umpqua softball team in the 
3A semifinals against a famil-
iar foe, Scio.

In their first playoff action 

on Wednesday, May 28, the 
Lancers hosted North Valley.

The Knights got off to a 
good start as they plated one 
run in the first but not to be 
outdone South Umpqua an-
swered in the home half of 
the inning with two of their 
own to take a lead they never 
relinquished.

North Valley tied it in the 
top of the third but South 
Umpqua would have none of 
that and put a five spot on the 
board to go up 7-2. They add-
ed two more in the fourth.

North Valley tried to come 
back in the fifth as they scored 
three times to bring it to 9-5 
but in the bottom of the inning 
the Lancer Lumber Company 
came to life as they loaded 
the bases for Danika Richard-
son who promptly slammed 
it over the center field fence. 
They followed that with Ha-
ley Twyman driving in a run 
and Dakota Gallegto putting 
an end to things with a RBI 
double that brought the score 
to 15-5 and the Mercy rule 
was invoked.

Richardson finished 3-for-
4 and five RBIs. Mady Pratt 
went b2-for-2 scoring four 
times. Shilo Gilbert Gallego 
and Reaghan Gilbert all had 
two hits each. R. Gilbert’s in-
cluded a home run. She also 
got the victory on the hill al-
lowing just five hits.

On Friday, May 30, the 
Lancer hosted another famil-
iar foe in the form of league 
rival Glide.

The Lancer Lumber Com-
pany got rolling right out the 
gate as Pratt and Richardson 
both singled which was fol-
lowed by a two RBI double 
by R. Gilbert. S. Gilbert got 
in the act as well with a two 
run triple and then Gallego 
capped off the first inning 
scoring with a RBI ground 
out.

The Lancers led 5-0 and in 
the second added one more 
and then plated five in the 
third to lead 11-0.They let 
their defense take over from 
there as R. Gilbert held them 
scoreless for the next two in-
nings before the Mercy Rule 
was invoked.

Gilbert gave up just one hit 
while striking out nine over 
the five innings

Offensively Richardson 
was 2-for-3 with three RBIs. 
Prat was also 2-for-3 and had 
two RBIs.

The victory put the Lanc-
ers into the semifinals against 
Scio, the team they beat last 
year for the state champion-
ship. Scio is the number one 
seed in this year’s playoffs

See SYIR 2025 Page 8
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JUNE 12
South Umpqua’s run 
come to a halt in 
semis against Scio

SCIO – The hottest team 
in the 3A bracket proved last 
Tuesday, June 3, why they 
have been ranked in the top 
two or three all year long and 
in the number one position for 
the majority of the season.

South Umpqua riding a 19 
game winning streak, trav-
eled to Scio to take on the 
Loggers in the semifinals of 
the 3A playoffs.

Scio was the same team the 
Lancers defeated last year in 
the title game and the Loggers 
were ready for some revenge.

The game didn’t go the 
way the Lancer had hoped 
as they trailed by 5, 6-1, but 
South Umpqua ultimately 
took a 6-5 lead in the top of 
the sixth as they plated five of 
their own.

But that’s when the Log-
gers rallied and plated two 
runs in the home half of the 
inning to take a 7-6 lead into 
the seventh and hold on for 
the victory and move on to 
the championship contest, in 
which they beat their league 
rival Dayton 9-3 to take the 
3A title.

The Lncers’ Pratt and 
Richardson both homered in 
the contest

As for South Umpqua they 
lose just three seniors, but 
key personnel to graduation. 
Those seniors are Mady Pratt, 
Reaghan Gilbert and Haley 
Twyman.

South Umpqua finishes the 
season with a record of 24-5 
with 20 of thoose wins com-
ing via Mercy Rule.

They ended the season 
ranked No. 4 in 3A polls.

JANUARY 30
Days Creek on a 
winning streak

DAYS CREEK – The Days 
creek boys basketball squad 
is currently on a string having 
won five in a row.

The Wolves, since drop-
ping their league opener to 
North Douglas in early Jan-
uary, have taken down all 
foes since bring their Skyline 
League record to 5-1 just one 
game back of the Warriors. 
They are 12-8 overall and 
ranked #11 in the O.S.A.A. 
1A polls.

Days Creek added two 
more to the win column this 
last week as they defeated 
Elkton 58-43 0n Friday, Jan-
uary 25, and Pacific 59-25 on 
Saturday, January 26.

In the Elkton game the 
Wolves took an early 14-10 
lead after the first quarter and 
never looked back.

By halftime it was a 28-22 
lead.

The third quarter was 
where the Wolves stretched 
it out and put it away as they 
beat the Elks 17-10 to lead 
45-32.

In the fourth they held off 
the Elks and took the quarter 
13-11 for the 58-43 victory.

Days Creek Head Coach 
praised his defense for their 
second half effort.

Keegan Stufflebeam led 
the Days Creek offense with 
28 points and grabbed nine 
boards.

Brother Cam Stufflebeam 
added 10 points as did Xane 
Hopkins.

In the Pacific game on Sat-
urday Days Creek got out to 
another fast start as they took 
the first quarter 19-4 and the 
second 12-7 to hold a 31-11 
halftime lead.

Again in the third quar-
ter the Wolves turned up the 
volume doth offensively and 
defensively as they outscored 
the Pirates 21-9 to take a 
commanding 52-20 lead into 
the final eight minutes.

In the final quarter Days 
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gas and cruised scoring just 7 
while holding Pacific to 5 for 
the 59-25 victory.

K. Stufflebeam led all scor-
ers with 16 and Trenton Ladd 
had a career-high 15 points.

Hopkins and Aiden Den-
son each chipped in withnine 
and C. Stufflebeam added six.

Days Creek now plays 
Yoncalla on Friday and Rid-
dle on Saturday. Both teams 
are right behind the Wolves in 
the Skyline League standings.

FEBRUARY 6
Days Creek runs 
winning streak to 
seven 

DAYS CREEK – The 
Days Creek boys basketball 
team took another two steps 
towards the playoffs this last 
week as they beat Yoncalla 
and Riddle to extend their 
winning streak to seven.

Friday night January 31 
against Yoncalla the Wolves 
came out sluggish and after 
one quarter were tied with the 
host Eagles 11-11.

In the second quarter the 
Eagles turned up the defense 
held the Wolves to just eight 
points in the quarter while 
scoring 13 to take a 24-19 
lead.

In the third quarter Days 
Creek Head Coach James 
Ellis turned up the defensive 
pressure, which is his trade-
mark, and the move creat-
ed several turnovers which 
were turned into points as the 
Wolves took the quarter 27-
11 to take a 46-35 lead going 
into the final eight minutes.

In the fourth Days Creek 

edged Yoncalla 19-15 to take 
home the 65-50 victory.

The Wolves were led by 
Xane Hopkins who had 17 
points on the night while three 
of his teammates also finished 
in double figures. Keegan 
Stufflebeam put in 14, Aiden 
Denson 13 and Trenton Ladd 
had 10.

At Riddle on Saturday 
night it was much the same 
for Days Creek as both teams 
got off to a hot start. Days 
Creek held a slight lead , 17-
15, after the first quarter but 
that was when the wheels 
came off for the Irish.

Riddle scored just four 
points in the second to Days 
Creek’s 17 to trail 34-19 at 
the half. 

In the second half Riddle 
scored just six points total as 
the Wolves cruised to a 57-25 
victory.

Leading the Wolves again 
was Hopkins as he poured in 
18 points. Cam Stufflebeam 
added 15 and Ladd dropped 
in 12.

As for the Irish Layton 
Rainwater led them with 10 
points.

With the victory the 
Wolves improved to 7-1 in 
Skyline play and 14-6 0verall 
and ranked #8 in the O.S.A.A. 
1A polls.

The loss dropped Riddle 
into a tie with New Hope 
Christian for sixth place. 

The two teams meet this 
Saturday.

Days Creek’s remaining 
schedule has Camas Valley at 
Days Creek on Friday and the 
the Wolves go to Glendale on 
Saturday.

FEBRUARY 20
Days Creek roars into 
playoffs

DAYS CREEK – The Days 
Creek boys basketball squad 
under the tutelage of James 
Ellis added one more notch 
to the proverbial belt as they 
finished off the regular season 
on a 10 game unbeaten string.

On Saturday the Wolves 
hosted Milo Adventist Acad-
emy in their regular season 
finale before the Skyline 
League Tournament.

Days Creek got off to a 
sluggish start taking the first 
quarter 12-6.

In the second stanza the 
two teams turned up the of-
fense as Days Creek out-
scored the Mustangs 16-12 to 
take a 28-18 lead at the half.

Ellis brought out his 
swarming full court pressure 
defense in the third quarter, 
which is his trademark, and 
the Wolves responded hold-
ing Milo to just four points 
while pouring in 19 to break 
the game wide open with a 
47-22 lead.

In the fourth Ellis eased off 
the pressure and played the 
reserves as the Wolves coast-
ed to a 57-33 victory.

Cam Stufflebeam poured 
in a season-high 20 points to 
lead Days Creek. His brother 
Keegan Stufflebeam added 11 
points while grabbing eight 
boards and dishing out six 
assists. Aiden Denson had 10 
points to round out those in 
double figures.

Trenton Ladd grabbed 12 
caroms and handed out four 
assists and Xane Hopkins 
ripped down nine rebounds 
and scored six points.

With the victory Days 
Creek improved to 17-6 
overall and 10-1 in the Sky-
line League finishing second 
behind North Douglas in the 
league standings. The Wolves 
are currently ranked No. 9 in 
the Class 1A O.S.A.A. poll.

Days Creek is the only 
local team in the Skyline 
League to make the playoffs 
in both girls and boys basket-
ball.

Riddle boys finished one 
game out of the playoffs, 
Glendale was two games out. 
Days Creek, Glendale ad Rid-
dle girls were not in conten-
tion.

FEBRUARY 27
Wolves stumbles in 
league playoff
Still qualify as second 
seed from Skyline
SUTHERLIN – The Days 
Creek boys basketball team 
winning streak of 11 in a 
row came to an abrupt halt 
on Saturday afternoon in the 
championship game of the 
Skyline League playoffs.

Days Creek, riding the 
wave of momentum, went up 
against regular season league 
champion North Douglas, 
who finished the regular sea-
son undefeated in league play.

North Douglas jumped out 
to the early lead scoring the 
first five points before Days 
Creek could find the basket.

The Wolves settled down 
and finally scored. With the 
score 7-5 Days Creek for the 
remainder of the first quarter 
went on a 10-3 run to lead 15-
10 at the end of the first.

In the second quarter the 
Warriors, according to Head 
Coach Jesse Leman, switched 
from plying man defense to a 
zone. The change proved suc-
cessful as they were able to 
hold Days Creek to just three 
points in the second quarter 
while pouring in 14 to take a 
24-18 lead at the half.

They stasyd with the zone 
and it really bothered Days 
Creek as their offense output 
was only 11 points in the third 
quarter to North Douglas’ 20 
to give the Warriors a com-

manding 46-29 lead.
In the fourth it was more 

of the same as the Warriors 
won the quarter 16-12 and the 
game 60-41.

Leading the way for the 
Days Creek offense was Aid-
en Denson and Cam Stuffle-
beam who scored 12 points 
each. 

Keegan Stufflebem was 
held to just six points and 
Xane Hopkins had five.

The loss gave the Wolves 
the second seed from the Sky-
line into the O.S.A.A. playoffs 
by virtue of their win against 
Elkton on Friday night.

In that game the Wolves 
came out a little sluggish 
but finished the first quarter 
strong taking it 13-10.

In the second they turned 
it up a bit taking the quarter 
12-7 to take a 25-17 lead at 
the halfway point.

The third quarter was a 
mirror of the second with the 
Wolves taking it 12-7. One 
thing that was lacking was the 
trademarked tenacious full 
court defense that Days Creek 
Head Coach James Ellis usu-
ally implements in the third 
quarter.

It’s possible that his short-
ened rotation may have 
had something to do with 
it. Throughout both playoff 
games Ellis shortened his ro-
tation to just six players and 
that was very seldom, it was 
usually the starting five.

In the fourth quarter the 
two teams played to a 12-12 
standstill and Days Creek 
walked away with a 49-36 
win and the assurance of at 
least a second seed.

K. Stufflebeam led the 
Wolves as he posted a dou-
ble-double scoring 15 points 
and grabbing 11 boards His 
brother C. Stufflebeam also 
posted 15 points and Hopkins 
added nine. Denson had eight 
rebounds.

Days Creek currently sits 
at 18-7 overall.

They did wind up with a 
home game in the first round 
as they were seeded 10th and 
took on Echo, a team which 
they defeated earlier this 
season. That game was held 
Wednesday, February 26.

The results of that game 
were not available at press 
time.

MARCH 6
Wolves on to round 
of eight 

KLAMATH FALLS – The 
Days Creek boys basketball 
squad was not ready to call it 
a season this last week as they 
hosted a first round playoff 
game against Echo and then 
took to the road in the sec-
ond round to meet Crosspoint 
Christian.

When the dust settled 
they had two more wins un-
der their belt and a trip to the 
round of eight in Baker City 
where they will meet sec-
ond-ranked and undefeated 
Crane on Thursday evening.

On Wednesday, February 
26, in their only home play-
off game the Wolves hosted 
Echo.

Both teams came out a lit-
tle timid and Echo jumped out 
to a small lead but then Days 
Creek came alive and won the 
quarter 14-12.

In the second the wolves 
exploded as Days Creek Head 
Coach James Ellis turned up 
his patented full court pres-
sure defense, which is usually 
reserved for the third quarter.

The Cougars were frustrat-
ed by the defense and com-
mitted several turnover in the 
eight minutes which translat-
ed into easy baskets for the 
Wolves as they scored 22 in 
the quarter to Echo’s 9 to take 
a 36-21 halftime lead.

Days Creek continued the 
pressure D in the third and 
they again outscored the Cou-
gars , this time 24-14 to take a 

commanding 60-35 lead into 
the fourth quarter.

In the fourth Days Creek 
continued to find the bottom 
of the net after stealing the 
ball and took the quarter 14-8 
and the game 74-43.

Leading the Days Creek 
offensive charge was senior 
Keegan Stufflebeam who 
in his final home game as a 
member of the Wolves, post-
ed a double-double with 23 
points and 13 boards.

Fellow senior Aiden Den-
son, in his final game at Days 
Creek, posted a career-high 
19 points and had seven re-
bounds.

Xane Hopkins and Cam 
Stufflebeam each had 10 
points and Trenton Ladd add-
ed six as did Daniel Brown. 
Both Ladd and Hopkins both 
had several steals throughout 
the contest.

The victory earned the 
Wolves a trip to Klamath Falls 
to meet Crosspoint Christian 
on March 1.

In the game on Saturday 
Days Creek got off to a great 
start as they took the first 
quarter 23-14.

In the second the two 
played to a virtual standstill 
with Crosspoint Christian 
coming out on top 16-14 to 
close the gap to 37-30 at the 
half.

In the third quarter the 
Wolves got back a point as 
they took the quarter 16-15 to 
take an eight point lead, 53-45 
into the final eight minutes.

In the fourth it was anoth-
er back and forth affair with 
Days Creek edging out the 
Warriors 20-18 for the 73-63 
victory.

Leading things once 
again for Days Creek was K. 
Stufflebeam as he posted an-
other double-double with 23 
points and 11 boards.

Ladd also had a dou-
ble-double with 12 points and 
10 rebounds to go with four 
assists.

Hopkins added 16 points 
for the Wolves while C. 
Stufflebeam checked in with 
13 points. Denson added nine. 

Days Creek is the lowest 
seed in the round of eight. It 
is their fist trip back to Baker 
City since 2020.

MARCH 13
Days Creek falls  
in quarters, ends 
season with two 
losses 

BAKER CITY – For their 
first time back to Baker City 
and the round of eight  since 
2019 it was a bittersweet trip 
for the Days Creek Wolves 
boys basketball team.

In everything that goes into 
making it that far and the joy 
of having made it and then 
drawing the undefeated No. 
2 seeded and eventual state 
champion Crane in the quar-
terfinals was a rough go.

The two played in the final 
game on Thursday evening, 
March 6, and after the first 
quarter it was apparent that 
Crane was on a mission as 
they took the quarter 28-13 
and never looked back.

The second quarter was 
much the same as the Mus-
tangs outscored the Wolves 
26-6 to build a huge 31 point 
deficit, 54-19 at the halfway 
point.

The third quarter was pret-
ty much the same result as 
Crane took it 26-16 and went 
into the fourth quarter up 80-
35.

In the final quarter the re-
serves for both teams saw 
plenty of action with only 6 
total points being scored as 
Crane cruised to the 84-37 
victory and a spot in the semi-
finals.

Aiden Denson, who Days 
Creek Head Coach James 
Ellis said was probably the 
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smallest guy on the court, led 
the Wolves in offense with 13 
points and five boards. Tren-
ton Ladd put in 10 points and 
Cam Stufflebeam added eight 
points.

The Wolves shot just 38 
percent from the field (19 of 
50) while Crane was at 59.3 
percent (35 of 59). Neither 
team committed that many 
fouls with Days Creek having 
nine infractions while Crane 
had just five. This resulted 
in the Wolves not shooting a 
single free throw while Crane 
was 4-for-5.

The loss pushed Days 
Creek into the consolation 
bracket where they met Nixy-
aawii on Friday.

Nixyaawii had lost to 
Country Christian in the quar-
terfinals on Thursday.

In the first quarter it was 
apparent that Days Creek had 
again drawn a top notch team. 
The Golden Eagles were 
ranked No. 3 and the loss to 
Country Christian was con-
sidered an upset.

The Golden Eagles came 
out in the first quarter and 
hung 28 on the Wolves while 
holding them to just nine 
points.

In the second the two 
teams played pretty much to a 
standstill with Nixyaawii tak-
ing the quarter 25-23 to hold a 
53-32 halftime advantage.

In the third the Golden Ea-
gles took flight again as they 
poured in 32 points against 
the Wolves’ 10 to take a com-
manding 85-42 lead into the 
final eight minutes.

In the fourth the two teams 
played to a 8-8 tie giving 
Nixyaawii a 93-50 victory.

Leading the way for Days 
Creek in his final high school 
game was Keegan Stuffle-
beam. The 6’5” senior poured 
in 17 points and ripped down 
seven boards. Cam Stuffle-
beam dumped in 15 points 
while claiming five caroms 
and Xane Hopkins added 11 
points. Denson finished his 
prep career with three points.

The loss saw the Wolves 
end the season with an overall 
record of 20-9.

They lose three seniors 
from the program; K. Stuffle-
beam, Denson and Boone 
Stratford.

The chore of success next 
year falls to juniors Hopkins, 
C. Stufflebeam, Ladd,  Daniel 
Brown  and Drew Sawyer.

SEPTEMBER 11
Riddle runs away 
with season opener 

RIDDLE – The Riddle 
Irish football squad got off 
to a slow start and things 
didn’t look so good after the 
first quarter but the Irish kept 
plugging away and eventual-
ly ran over the visiting Yon-
calla Eagles in a 40-24 season 
opening victory.

The running attack of the 
Irish took a while to get go-
ing but behind the legs of Isa-
iah Ibrahim who ran for 281 
yards and four touchdowns, 
Riddle netted over 400 yards 
on the ground.

In the first quarter it looked 
like Yoncalla was going to run 
away and hide as they scored 
on their first possession and 
then again near the end of the 
quarter but both conversions 
failed and after one the Eagles 
held a 12-0 lead.

Riddle finally got on the 
board with their initial score 
of the 2025 season as quar-
terback Layton Rainwater 
hit Jase Coker on a five yard 
pitch and catch. The conver-
sion attempt failed. However, 
Riddle had cut the Yoncalla 
lead in half 12-6.

It didn’t stay that way for 
long as the Eagles on the en-
suing kickoff returned it the 
distance to go back on top by 
12, 18-6 with just 1:49 left in 
the half.

The Irish got motivated 
during the break and came 
out in the third quarter and 
saw Ibrahim take the hand off 
from Rainwater and scamper 
41 yards for a score to close 
the gap to 18-12.

Yoncalla answered right 
back with what would be their 
final score of the game taking 
a 24-12 lead with 7:59 left in 
the third quarter.

It then became the Ibra-
him show as Riddle drove 
down and he took it in from 
27 yards out to cut the score 
to 24-18 as the conversion 
failed. There was still 5:07 
left in the quarter.

A quick turnover and Rid-
dle was on the move again. 
This time Ibrahim took it in 
from 24 yards out and after 
the first successful conversion 
attempt of the game the Irish 
had the lead 26-24 with just 
2:02 lewft in the third.

About midway through the 
fourth Ibrahim ripped off his 
longest run of the night scam-
pering for a 58 yard score. 
Another successful conver-
sion and the Irish lead was 
34-24.

The final score of the night 
for Riddle came on a 13 yard 
run by Jonathan Arp to bring 
the final total to 40-24.

Ibrahim finished the night 
with 281 yards on 15 carries 
scoring four TDs.  Arp had 
101 yard on 16 rushes and 
one TD. Rainwater added 26 
yards on six carries and Kane 
terry had 21 yards on two car-
ries.

Rainwater also connected 
on four passes for 39 yards 
and one TD.

On defense Stephen Nor-
dyke had 10 tackles while 
Nick McKinney had 6.5 and 
Austin Dean added 5.5.

Both Coker and Rainwater 
had interceptions. Arp also 
had a fumble recovery.

SEPTEMBER 18
Irish and Lancers 
still unbeaten on the 
gridiron 

MYRTLE CREEK – The 
early prep football season has 
both the Riddle Irish and the 
South Umpqua Lancers unde-
feated in their first two games.

On Friday, September 12, 
Riddle traveled to Mohawk 
where they beat up on the 
host Mustangs 42-30.

Meanwhile South Umpqua 
was also on the road in Med-
ford taking on St. Mary’s 
which they won 35-13.

South Umpqua was led by 
the rushing of Jay Kaae who 
had 109 yards on just four 
carries and a touchdown.

Quarterback Michael 
Fischer accounted for four 
scores. Two he ran in himself 
from 18 and 47 yards, respec-
tively and the other two he 
connected on pass plays of 17 
and 36 yards.

He finished with 59 yards 
rushing and was 5 for 9 for 76 
yards passing.

The Lancers finished with 
421 yards of offense, 326 of it 
coming via the rush.

Bobby Jensen scored a TD 
receiving.

Korbin Lussier also scored 
a touchdown. He was on the 
receiving end of Fischer’s 36 
yard TD strike.

Lussier led the Lancer 
defensive charge with eight 
tackles on the night. Camden 
Black added five and Knox 
Maxey had four to go along 
with an interception.

Riddle was also very effec-
tive on the ground as soph-
omore running back Isaiah 
Ibrahim ran all over the to-
taling 337 yards on 19 carries 
and five touchdowns.

Quarterback Layton Rain-
water also had a good night 
as he ran for 70 yards on five 
attempts and score once. He 
also had 56 yards passing.

On defense Nick McKin-

ney led the way with 13 tack-
les while forcing a fumble. 
Jase Coker had seven tackles 
and one interception. Kane 
Terry also had a pick and cre-
ated a pass deflection.

OCTOBER 16
Riddle falls from 
unbeaten ranks 

RIDDLE – The Riddle 
Irish ran into a buzz saw 
Friday night as the visiting 
Crosspoint Christian Warriors 
took them to task to the tune 
of 48-6.

The Warriors took the 
opening kickoff and were in 
the end zone on their second 
play from scrimmage and 
with a successful conversion 
they led 8-0.

Their second series took 
a little longer as they needed 
three plays to find pay dirt 
and the Warriors led 16-0 be-
fore the Irish knew what hit 
them.

Riddle came back with re-
solve in their next possession 
as they marched it down the 
field mixing run with pass and 
eventually scoring on a 23 
yard strike from quarterback 
Layton Rainwater to receiver 
Jase Coker. The conversion 
failed and Riddle trailed 16-6.

It was the only time the 
Irish would find the end zone 
on the evening.

Crosspoint Christian im-
mediately answered the Irish 
score on the next series to 
build a 24-6 lead after the first 
quarter.

That lead ballooned in the 
second quarter as the War-
riors connected on two 50+ 
yard touchdown passes to 
take a commanding 40-6 lead 
at the half.

The second half yielded 
just one score to bring the fi-
nal tally to 48-6.

With the loss the Irish fell 
to 4-1 overall and 1-1 in Spe-
cial District 1 play. They also 
fell to #11 in the O.S.A.A. 
1A(8) rankings.

Next up for Riddle is a trip 
to Chiloquin on Friday, Octo-
ber 17.

OCTOBER 2
Riddle squeaks past 
Country Christian

RIDDLE – The Riddle 
football squad kept fans on 
the edge of their seats Satur-
day afternoon as they rallied 
in the second half to squeak 
out a 28-26 victory over 
Country Christian.

The victory kept the Irish’s 
unbeaten streak in tact as they 
moved to 3-0 on the young 
season.

The first quarter looked 
pretty bleak for Riddle as they 
fell behind the visiting Cou-
gars 12-0.

The Irish opened up the 
second quarter with a touch-
down run by Jonathan Harp 
on the first play from scrim-
mage. Following a successful 
conversion the Irish trailed by 
only four points, 12-8.

Not to be outdone Country 
Christian drove back down 
the field and added another 

score before halftime to take 
a 20-8 lead.

Neither team’s offense 
could get on track in the third 
quarter but as the final period 
started so did Riddle.

Harp scored his second 
touchdown of the game on a 
20 yard run but the conver-
sion attempt failed and Riddle 
trailed by six 20-14.

minutes later it was Isaiah 
Ibrahim’s turn to find pay dirt 
as he ran around the left side 
of the formation and scam-
pered 60 yards down the side-
line to tie the game at 20-20. 
The conversion failed.

As the quarter began to 
wind down Riddle had the 
ball on their own 43 yard line 
when quarterback Layton 
Rainwater handed the ball off 
to Ibrahim who once again hit 
the sideline this time racing 
57 yards to the end zone.

Rainwater ran the ball in 
for the two point conversion 
on a keeper and the Irish were 
on top for the first time on the 
afternoon, 28-20.

Following a four and 
out (turnover on downs) by 
Country Christian Riddle 
began to work on the clock 
trying to run it out but had to 
give the ball back to the Cou-
gars with under a minute left 
in the game.

Country Christian prompt-
ly took it the length of the field 
and put it in the end zone on a 
22 yard pitch and catch to set 
up a potential game-tying two 
point conversion attempt with 
no time left.

The attempt was a run but 
the Riddle defense held them 
out of the end zone to end the 
game and secure the 28-26 
victory.

This marked the third time 
in as many games that Ibra-
him has rushed for over 150 
yards.

Riddles 3-0 start to the sea-
son is the best start they have 
had in over a quarter of a cen-
tury, 1998 to be exact. That 
year the Irish won their first 
four games but injuries cost 
them the rest of the season 
and they finished 4-5.

OCTOBER 23
Riddle, South 
Umpqua both return 
to winning ways 

CHILOQUIN – After suf-
fering their first loss of the 
season at home against Cros-
spoint christian on October 
10, the Riddle Irish took to 
the road on Saturday, October 
18 to take on Chiloquin.

The Irish were not about to 
take another one on the chin 
and they came out firing and 
came away with a 36-26 vic-
tory. There were no statistics 
available for this contest. The 
win improved their record to 
5-1 0n the season.

As for the Lancers they too 
returned to the winning side 
of the ledger as they built a 
20-7 halftime lead and coast-
ed to a 34-21 victory over vis-
iting Brookings-Harbor.

The Lancers took charge 

in the second quarter as they 
scored their first touchdown 
of the game on a two yard run 
by Korbin Lussier to go up 
10-0.

Brookings-Harbor came 
right back and scored to close 
the gap to 10-7.

Again South Umpqua an-
swered with a two yard scor-
ing run by Crew Donner. 
They followed that with a 
field goal by Cooper Howard 
to close out  the half.

In the third the Lancers 
kept pouring it on as Jayden 
Kaae scored on a nine yard 
pass from Michael Fisher and 
with the Howard extra point 
South Umpqua had a 27-7 
lead.

That’s when things got 
a little sloppy as Brook-
ings-Harbor scored twice to 
to cut the deficit to just six at 
27-21.

In the fourth the Lancers 
were able to score once more 
as Fischer ran it in from one 
yard out. The defense also 
kept the Bruins out to bring 
the final tally to 34-21.

Fischer finished the night 
going 17 of 29 for 261 yards 
and one TD. He also was 
picked once.

Kaae finished with six 
grabs for 99 yards and one 
score.

Bobby Jensen added in five 
receptions for 120 yards and 
Lussier had 40 yards on the 
ground  on four carries which 
included a score.

He was also instrumental 
on defense as he had nine 
tackles with two for losses in-
cluding one sack.

Donner and Adam Whetzel 
each had seven tackles on the 
night and Whetzel added an 
interception.

The win improved the 
Lancers record to 4-3 on the 
season.

OCTOBER 30
Riddle falls to Camas 
Valley 

CAMAS VALLEY – Rid-
dle came out strong against 
Camas Valley Friday night, 
October 24, and built a 10 
point halftime lead, 28-18, 
but a monster fourth quar-
ter by the Hornets propelled 
them to a 46-28 victory over 
the Irish.

Riddle scored first on a 41 
yard run by Jase Coker. The 
conversion failed and they led 
6-0. Cams Valley answered to 
tie it at 6-6. 

Late in the quarter Coker 
found pay dirt again this time 
from one yard out to put Rid-
dle back on top 12-6.

In the second the Hornets 
tied it up again at 12-12 but 
Riddle quickly answered as 
Noah Bosse hit Layton Rain-
water on a 73 yard strike and 
with the conversion Riddle 
led 20-12.

Camas Valley scored again 
but did not convert and trailed 
20-18.

To end the first half scoring 
and all of the scoring for the 
Irish was Jonathan Harp who 
punched one in from six yards 
out and with the conversion 
Riddle took a 28-18 halftime 
lead.

In the fourth quarter the 
Hornets exploded for 28 
points and a 46-28 victory.

NOVEMBER 6
Riddle capsizes 
Glendale to make 
playoffs 

RIDDLE – In the final 
game of the regular season 
the riddle football team rose 
to the occasion and took care 
of the visiting Glendale Pi-
rates 40-20 to secure a spot 
in the O.S.A.A. 1A eight man 
playoffs, their first playoff 
berth since 1995.

It didn’t hurt that this was 
also the Irish’s Homecoming 
game and held on Friday, Oc-
tober 31, Halloween no less. 
Also adding fuel to the fire 

was that someone had decid-
ed to paint the usually white 
big R, red.

Riddle came out firing ear-
ly and took a 6-0 lead on a 54 
yard gallop by Isaiah Ibra-
him and maintained that lead 
throughout the first quarter. 
They built that lead to 12-0 in 
the second when quarterback 
Layton Rainwater hit Stephen 
Nordyke on a six yard strike.

Glendale was not to be out-
done and the rest of the sec-
ond quarter belonged to the 
Pirates as they built a 14-12 
lead at the half.

A halftime speech by Ibra-
him about just going out and 
having fun seemed to moti-
vate the Irish as they came out 
charged up and took the lead 
back for good in the thirds 
with another rushing touch-
down by Ibrahim, this one 
from 21 yards out. The con-
version failed bu Riddle had 
the lead 18-14.

In the fourth the Irish 
pushed the lead out even more 
as Ibrahim found the end zone 
for the third time on the night, 
this time from 10 yards away. 
The conversion was good and 
Riddle led 26-14.

With about five minutes 
left in the game Glendale 
cashed in on a 56 yard pass to 
cut the deficit to 26-20.

On their next possession 
the Irish took care of busi-
ness as Jonathan Harp burst 
through the middle and 44 
yards later was in the end 
zone for another score and 
with  successful conversion 
Riddle led by 14, 34-20.

Harp capped off the night 
on Glendale’s ensuing pos-
session as he intercepted a 
Rocha pass and took it 51 
yards to the house with no 
time left on the clock for the 
game ending pick six giving 
the Irish a 40-20 victory.

The Irish defense stood 
strong in the second half only 
allowing just 25 yards over 
the two quarters not counting 
the 56 yard scoring play.

Riddle Head Coach Jason 
Luft praised his defense for 
their second half play. He also 
noted that the return of Aus-
tin Dean in the second half 
sparked the team. Dean sat 
out the first half due to injury.

The Irish now face the 
sixth-ranked and seeded Im-
ber Panthers on Saturday, No-
vember 8. Kickoff is set for 2 
p.m.

NOVEMBER 13
Riddle loses in first 
round of playoffs 

IMBLER – The Riddle 
Irish football season came to a 
close Saturday, November 8, 
as they fell to Imbler 44-0 in 
the first round of the O.S.A.A. 
1A eight-man playoffs.

This was the first time the 
Irish had made the playoffs 
in over 30 years. They had a 
couple of play-in opportuni-
ties since then with the most 
recent being in 2022 but were 
unable to come out on the 
winning end.

The Irish finish the season 
with a overall mark of 6-3 and 
ranked 11th. Riddle loses just 
three seniors to graduation.

Those players are Josh 
Boqua, Nick McKinney  and 
Stephen Nordyke.

OCTOBER 2
SU extends unbeaten 
string

TRI CITY – The South 
Umpqua Soccer team is on a 
roll to start the 2025 season. 
The Lancers are still unbeat-
en after seven matches as they 
took down Sutherlin 3-0 on 
Thursday afternoon improv-
ing their record to 6-0-1.

Sophomore Ray Alcaraz 
led the South Umpqua of-
fense with two goals and as-
sisted on the third which was 
scored by Braxton Hamilton.

OCTOBER 30
See SYIR 2025 Page11
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Obituaries from 2025 included several prominent area citizens

Roland J. 
Theiss
Myrtle Creek

Roland Johnnie Theiss, 86, 
of Myrtle Creek died Janu-
ary 3 surrounded by his three 
children, Anthony Wade The-
iss, Tonya Ann Theiss Skrip, 
and Roland Todd Theiss, as 
well as other close family 
members.

Born in Dallas, Oregon, 
October 10, 1938, to John and 
Marelyn Theiss, 

He lived a full life and 
was an inspiring leader to his 
family and many citizens of 
Douglas County and beyond.  
After schooling, Roland met 
the love of his life, Margaret 
‘Margie’ Sherman from Ten-
mile, Oregon. After a classic 
and joyous courtship, they 
wed on November 1, 1958, 
and remained married until 
her death in 2019.

Simultaneously, he worked 
in the logging industry for 
several years for his father 
and uncles and later joined 
other local operators  such as 
M & B Logging,  Teco, and 
Conifer  Douglas.

He started his entrepre-
neurial  journey as his family 
grew by purchasing and oper-
ating two service stations, the 
Union 76 in Myrtle Creek and 
the Shell Station in Winston.  
With his wife as a full-time  
mother of eventually three, 
he transitioned into the real 
estate industry and became a 
broker with Village Realty in 
Myrtle Creek. He eventually 
purchased the business and 
built it into one of the leading 
local real estate companies.

He helped many people 
with dreams of home owner-
ship buy their first home with 
his experience and creativity, 
always finding solutions for 
his clients. During his over 40 
years in the business, many 
people approached he with a 
warm embrace to tell him that 
he was the person who helped 
them buy the homes in which 
they raised their families and 
helped secure their dreams 
and their futures.

Furthering his creative am-
bitions  and zeal, in 1977, Ro-
land  and his close friend and 
business partner  Bill Leben-
good recognized an opportu-
nity to build a storage facility 
in south Douglas County to 
service the local communi-
ty.  After many challenging 
years of working toward this 
goal, Roland opened the Mini 
Mouse Warehouse in Myrtle 
Creek, now the U-Store Self 
Storage. He eventually add-
ed the Canyon Cubbyholes 
facility in Canyonville and 
one in Riddle; now, both are 
U-Store Self Storage. He ul-
timately built or owned over 
1,000 storage units in Doug-
las County.

He provided many jobs to 
people throughout his career. 
Many people who worked 
for him remained with him 
throughout his life and ca-
reers. Others started their own 
businesses based on their ex-
periences and business educa-
tion with Roland.

He was also a leader in 
the community and contrib-
uted to its citizens in many 
ways. He co-founded and was 
chairman and co-chair of the 
South Douglas Rodeo, which 
grew in stature and popularity 
over the years. He was also a 
founding  member  of Mill-
site Park, which has attracted 
travelers far and wide. He was 
an avid supporter of numer-
ous charities in the communi-
ty, including South Umpqua 

Roland Johnnie Theiss of Myrtle Creek passed away peacefully 
on January 3, 2025, surrounded by his three children, Anthony 
Wade Theiss, Tonya Ann Theiss Skrip, and Roland Todd Theiss, 
as well as other close family members.
 
Born in Dallas, Oregon, to John and Marelyn Theiss on October 
10, 1938, Roland lived a full life and was an inspiring leader to his 
family and many citizens of Douglas County and beyond.  After 
schooling, Roland met the love of his life, Margaret ‘Margie’ 
Sherman from Tenmile, Oregon.  After a classic and joyous 
courtship, they wed on November 1, 1958, and remained 
married until Margie’s passing in 2019.  
 
Simultaneously, Roland worked in the logging industry for several 
years for his father and uncles and later joined other local 
operators such as M & B Logging, Teco, and Conifer Douglas.
 
Roland started his entrepreneurial journey as his family grew 
by purchasing and operating two service stations, the Union 
76 in Myrtle Creek and the Shell Station in Winston.  With Margie 
as a full-time mother of eventually three, Roland transitioned 
into the real estate industry and became a broker with Village 
Realty in Myrtle Creek.  He eventually purchased the business 
and built it into one of the leading local real estate companies.   
 
Roland helped many people with dreams of home ownership 
buy their first home with his experience and creativity, always 
finding solutions for his clients.  During his over 40 years in 
the business, many people approached Roland with a warm 
embrace to tell him that he was the person who helped them 
buy the homes in which they raised their families and helped 
secure their dreams and their futures.  
 

Furthering his creative ambitions and zeal, 
in 1977, Roland and his close friend and 
business partner Bill Lebengood recognized 
an opportunity to build a storage facility in 
south Douglas County to service the local 
community.  After many challenging years of 
working toward this goal, Roland opened the 

Mini Mouse Warehouse in Myrtle Creek, now 
the U-Store Self Storage. He eventually added the 

Canyon Cubbyholes facility in Canyonville and one in Riddle; 
now, both are U-Store Self Storage. Roland ultimately built or 
owned over 1,000 storage units in Douglas County.
 
Roland provided many jobs to people throughout his career. 
Many people who worked for him remained with him throughout 
his life and careers. Others started their own businesses based 
on their experiences and business education with Roland.
 
Roland was also a leader in the community and contributed to 
its citizens in many ways. He co-founded and was chairman and 
co-chair of the South Douglas Rodeo, which grew in stature and 
popularity over the years. He was also a founding member of 
Millsite Park, which has attracted travelers far and wide. Roland 
was an avid supporter of numerous charities in the community, 
including South Umpqua Food Bank, Wildlife Safari, Mercy 
Festival of Trees, Cobb School, South Umpqua High School, All 
Souls Catholic Church, Umpqua Valley Christian School, Tri-City 
Water and Sanitary Authority Board, and the Oregon Dog 
Rescue, where he built dog houses for the organization.
 
Roland was honored as Myrtle Creek’s Man of the Year in 2006 
for his achievements and positive contributions to the community. 
He was also a member of the Myrtle Creek Elks Lodge.
 
Throughout his life, Roland exhibited kindness to friends and 
relatives, both old and new.  He often stopped by their homes 
to say hello and catch up on their lives.  It was never too far 
away or too inconvenient.  He made the time to keep in touch 
with family and friends.
 
In addition to his family, work, and community volunteer activities, 
Roland embraced many recreational activities with gusto and 
enthusiasm.  He hunted, fished, skied, camped, and boated.  But 
his true passion was whitewater rafting.  Over the years, Roland 
became an expert rafter, rowing many challenging rivers, including 
the Salmon, Middle Fork of the Salmon River, Colorado River, Snake 
River, Klamath River, and others. He loved adventure, as exhibited by 
one rafting trip on the Tatshenshini River that started in the Yukon 
and concluded with a flyout point in British Columbia.
 
But he was most 
at home on the 
Rogue River. He 
loved the lower 
Rogue, welcomed 
any opportunity 
to raft with his 
friends and family, 
and embraced the 
chance to introduce new rafters to his home away from home 
on the Rogue.  He became affectionately known as ‘Roland on 
the River.’ At his request, some of his ashes will be permanently 
united with the wild splendor of his home away from home.
 
Roland and Margie also traveled extensively, visiting Mexico, 
Hawaii, Alaska, Canada, many West Coast states, and all the 
Pacific Northwest offers.  
 
Roland is survived by his three children and their spouses 
(Carol Jacob, Patrick Skrip, and Serena Morgan) and four 
grandsons, Gentry, Rogue, Jacob, and Avery.
 
A celebration of Roland’s life is planned for the summer of 2025 
at the Myrtle Creek Millsite Park. The theme will be Hawaiian 
Rafting Style. Roland on the River will forever live on!
 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to: 
South Douglas Rodeo – Memory of Roland Theiss

PO Box 266
Myrtle Creek, OR 97457

or
All Souls Catholic Church – Memory of Roland Theiss

1242 NE Spruce Avenue
Myrtle Creek OR 97457

Roland Johnnie Theiss Food Bank, Wildlife  Safa-
ri, Mercy Festival of Trees, 
Cobb School, South Umpqua 
High School, All Souls Cath-
olic Church, Umpqua Valley 
Christian School, Tri-City 
Water and Sanitary Authority  
Board, and the Oregon Dog 
Rescue, where he built dog 
houses for the organization.

He was honored  as Myr-
tle Creek’s Man of the Year 
in 2006 for his achievements 
and positive contributions to 
the community. He was also a 
member of the Myrtle Creek 
Elks Lodge.

Throughout  his life, He 
exhibited kindness to friends 
and relatives, both old and 
new.  He often stopped by 
their homes to say hello and 
catch up on their lives. It was 
never too far away or too in-
convenient. He made the time 
to keep in touch with family 
and friends.

In addition to his family, 
work, and community  vol-
unteer activities, Roland 
embraced  many recreation-
al  activities with gusto and 
enthusiasm.  He hunted, 
fished, skied, camped, and 
boated. But his true passion 
was whitewater  rafting. Over 
the years, Roland became an 
expert rafter, rowing  many 
challenging  rivers, including 
the Salmon, Middle Fork of 
the Salmon River, Colorado 
River, Snake River, Klamath 
River, and others. He loved 
adventure,  as exhibited by 
one rafting trip on the Tat-
shenshini River that started 
in the Yukon and concluded 
with a flyout point in British 
Columbia.

But he was most at home 
on the Rogue River. He loved 
the lower Rogue, welcomed 
any opportunity to raft with 
his friends and family, and 
embraced the chance to in-
troduce new rafters to his 
home away from home on the 
Rogue. He became affection-
ately known as ‘Roland on the 
River.’ At his request, some of 
his ashes will be permanently 
united with the wild splendor 
of his home away from home.

The couple also traveled 
extensively, visiting Mexi-
co, Hawaii, Alaska, Canada, 
many West Coast states, and 
all the Pacific Northwest of-
fers.

Survivors include: his 
three children and their 
spouses (Carol Jacob, Patrick  
Skrip, and Serena Morgan);  
and four grandsons, Gentry, 
Rogue, Jacob, and Avery.

A celebration  of his life is 
planned for the summer  of 
2025 at Myrtle Creek’s Mill-
site Park. The theme will be 
Hawaiian Rafting Style. Ro-
land on the River will forever 
live on!

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to: South 
Douglas Rodeo – Memory of 
Roland Theiss PO Box 266, 
Myrtle Creek, OR 97457 or 
All Souls Catholic Church – 
Memory of Roland Theiss, 
1242 NE Spruce Avenue, 
Myrtle Creek OR 97457

FEBRUARY 13
Barbara A. 
McAhren
Lompoc, California

Barbara Ann McAhren, 88, 
of Lompoc, California, died 
December 28, 2024.

She was born July 2, 1936, 
in Indianapolis, Indiana, to 
Arthur and Henreitta McDon-
ald.

Throughout her life she 
was a business owner, a con-
gressional aide, worked at the 
DA’s office and the Lompoc 
Chamber of Commerce. She 
served as the Executive Di-
rector of the Lompoc Flower 
Festival.

She was also a pilot with 
over 600 flight hours.

She was a former resident 

JANUARY 30 of Myrtle Creek.
She first met her husband, 

Gordon McAhren on St. Pat-
rick’s Day 1972 and it was 
love at first sight.

The couple enjoyed trav-
eling and created many won-
derful memories.

She was a beautiful and 
loving person and will be re-
membered as Gordon’s forev-
er “Bunkee”.

Survivors include: her hus-
band, Gordon; six children, 
Ethan, Michael, Stephen, Re-
becca, Constance and Kim-
berely; six grandchildren, 
Christine, Gabrielle, Jason, 
Drew, Yeager and Rikki; and 
two great-grandchildren, aria 
and Rhett.

She was preceded in death 
by her mother and father; and 
a brother, Larry

MARCH 20

Shane C. Ball
Myrtle Creek

Shane Christopher Ball, 
43, died March 1, with his 
mother and stepdad by his 
side. He was born June 30, 
1981, in Roseburg and lived 
in the area all of his short life. 
First and foremost, he was the 
best and most fun dad to his 
son, Layne.

He had a passion for old 
cars and trucks and loved 
working on them. He loved 
the mountains, the river, the 
tide pools at the ocean, rid-
ing 4-wheelers and dirt-bikes, 
anything outdoors that he 
could do with his son. 

Survivors include: his 
mother, Carolyn (and Rod-
ney) Blevins; his dad, Doug  
(and Merry) Ball; a son, 
Layne Christopher Ulam-
Ball; Layne’s mother, Aman-
da Ulam; four brothers, Wiatt 
Preston, Matthew Ball, Clint 
Blevins, and David Blevins; 
and all his aunts, uncles, 
cousins, nieces and nephews.

“Shane, you are greatly 
missed, and you will always 
be in our hearts. Until we see 
you again, we love you.”

A “Remember Shane” 
gathering will be held in May.

MAY 8

Harvey 
Bennett
Myrtle Creek

Harvey Bennett, 81, died 
April 21 in Roseburg. 

He was born on October 5, 
1943, the eldest of seven sib-
lings.

A proud military man, 
he served in the US Marine 
Corps in his youth and lat-
er dedicated years of volun-
teer work with the US Coast 
Guard Auxiliary. 

His love for the sea and all 
things nautical was a defining 
aspect of his life. 

One of his most cherished 
memories was traveling as 
a crew member on a replica 
clipper ship from San Diego 
to Dana Point - truly a trip of 
a lifetime.

He was a man of many tal-
ents: a skilled carpenter, tile 

setter, and business entrepre-
neur. He operated a western 
gift shop every day in the 
last several years of his life, 
which provided him an outlet 
for his passion for shopping, 
selling, and most important-
ly, interacting with people. 
Blessed with the gift of gab, 
he thrived on human connec-
tion and conversation.

Throughout his life, he was 
known as a kind man always 
willing to lend a helping hand 
to people in need. Hard work-
ing and creative, he could 
even pick out tunes on the 
piano by ear. When his chil-
dren were young, he enjoyed 
playing guitar and singing 
for them. He was a tinkerer, 
schemer, planner, and dream-
er, always working toward the 
next adventure. Despite his 
declining health over the past 
year, he embraced life fully 
and concealed how much he 
was ailing for as long as he 
could. When family finally 
stepped in about six months 
ago, he resisted in spirit but 
was relieved to have help and 
care. Though none could have 
predicted how quickly his ill-
ness would progress, least of 
all himself, he received won-
derful care at Avamere at Oak 
Park and VA Medical Cen-
ter-Roseburg.

Survivors include: four 
children, Goldie Mandella, 
Dustin Bennett, Jacob Ben-
nett, Nickolas Bennett; two 
step-sons from a previous 
marriage, Matt Pensyl and 
Jeremy Pensyl; five siblings, 
Georgia Wall, Holly Nogales, 
Theresa Wise, Robert Ben-
nett, and Anna Christine Har-
nan. 

He was preceded in death 
by: his parents; and a brother, 
Tom Bennett.

He will be deeply missed 
by all who knew him, but 
his spirit lives on through the 
many lives he touched with 
his kindness, creativity, and 
zest for life.

Arrangements are in the 
care of   Umpqua Valley Fu-
neral Directors.

Marlen Ferch
Myrtle Creek

Marlen “Bud” Ferch85, of 
Myrtle Creek died April 22.

He was born March 16, 
1930, in LaMoure, North Da-
kota, to Eli and Marie Ferch. 
He joined his sister Marcella 
and later Lucielle, making 
their family complete. He 
worked alongside his father 
on their humble farm. On 
March 1, 1952, he enlisted 
in the Marines and was sent 
to the Korean War, fought in 
three engagements, and was 
one of five who survived from 
his platoon.

He married Merle Baker 
in 1954. Following the loss 
of their first son, Dennis, in 
1954, they welcomed six 
more children; Timothy Mar-
len, Benny Joe, Pamela June, 
Jimmy Wayne, Sherrie Marie, 
and Mary Ellen. 

He made his living as a 
cowboy, working on ranch-
es throughout the Dakotas, 
Kansas, Texas, Nevada, and 
California. He and his faith-
ful dog “Bob” were highly 
sought after for their skills 
in wrangling wild cattle. He 
supplemented his income by 
being a proficient farrier, and 
on weekends, he would com-
pete in saddle bronc in rodeos 

throughout the states. 
In 1972, he married Car-

olyn Roe. They welcomed 
their son, Dustin Dennis, in 
1976 while he was working 
in a small logging camp in 
Yreka, California.

He was a legend in the 
ranching community and was 
known as a man of his word. 
He and his partner roped a 
mountain lion, which was re-
located to the San Diego Zoo. 
Also, on a dare, he roped a 
sea lion, which dragged him 
and his mount into the ocean 
till releasing his rope to save 
them both. Bud was very dis-
appointed that he lost a brand-
new, good rope to the sea lion 
and the sea. He was asked to 
stand in for a commercial as 
the “Marlboro Man.” This 
man of few words once said, 
“he was pretty proud of the 
fact that he roped all his life 
and ended it with all his fin-
gers.”

In 1992, he retired and 
moved his family to Myrtle 
Creek. He worked tirelessly 
clearing brush and building 
fence on their property. He 
worked just as hard for the 
many years of his retirement 
as he did before. 

He was preceded in death 
by: his parents, Eli and Ma-
rie; two sisters, Marcella and 
Luciell; two wives, Merle 
and Carolyn; a son, Dennis; 
a daughter, Pammy; and two 
granddaughters, Kristina and 
Taylor. Survivors include: 
six children, Tim, Ben, Jim, 
Sherrie, Mary, and Dustin and 
their spouses; 24 grandchil-
dren; 44 great-grandchildren; 
and three great-great-grand-
children. 

He lived a life only told in 
fantasy books or movies.

His broken body that slow-
ly tried to trap a titan of a 
man is now freed to Heaven’s 
range. His example of faith, 
fearless patriotism, humor, 
and love will be cherished for 
generations.

JUNE 12

Kathryn 
Otero 
Parker, Colo.

Kathryn “Kathi” Sue Ote-
ro, 85, died peacefully April 
22 at her home in Parker, Col-
orado, with her family at her 
bedside. 

She was born August 25, 
1939, in Tyler, Texas, to 
Claude (Jack) Powers and 
Ruth Evelyn (Myers) Pow-
ers. She grew up in Modesto, 
California, and was a gradu-
ate of Thomas Downey High 
School in 1957. She married 
Roland (Ron) Merman on 
June 29, 1957, and had three 
children: Roland Scott, Susan 
Jean, and Mark Eric, They di-
vorced in 1968. 

She studied Chemistry and 
became a chemical technician 
for Dow Chemical, and later 
Umpqua Research, and she 
loved her job all through her 
life. In 1975 she married Dan-
ny Otero, and they enjoyed 40 
years of life together. They  
retired in 1984 and purchased 
a campground in Remote, Or-
egon, which they operated for 
10 years. The couple moved 
to Myrtle Creek, Oregon, in 
1995.

She was an accomplished 
seamstress, quilter, and paint-
ed ceramic figurines for many 
family members and friends. 
For as long as can be remem-

bered the couple enjoyed trips 
to the California and Oregon 
coastline. And last November 
she took a once in a lifetime 
trip  to Kaui, Hawaii, with her 
family. 

She enjoyed pets of all 
kinds. Her children remem-
ber a box turtle that lived un-
der a tree in their backyard, 
an iguana, and a succession 
of cats and dogs. In her later 
years, George, Dolly and then 
Madison (all cute little dogs) 
were her constant compan-
ions. 

She loved her grandchil-
dren and step grandchildren 
(as much as her own), even 
having a couple of her grand-
sons living with her at the 
campground. The couple also 
“adopted” some friends as 
their “Oregon kids”. She felt 
especially blessed to be able 
to watch Chance, her Oregon 
grandson, grow up. For the 
last 25 years of life she was 
her oldest son’s guardian and 
medical advocate. This role 
brought the added blessing of 
being able to see her grandson 
(Roland Jr) regularly. Though 
three of her grandchildren 
were not close by, she loved 
receiving their pictures, 
phone calls, occasional visits 
(and making their Halloween 
costumes). In 2022 she and 
Roland moved to Colorado 
to be near her great-grandson, 
Gabe,

She was a 30 year mem-
ber of the Lions Club (a ser-
vice organization helping se-
cure eyeglasses and hearing 
aids for people in need). She 
served as secretary on the 
board of directors of South 
Douglas Food Bank in Rid-
dle, volunteered at the local 
library, and read to children 
at the elementary school. She 
was an active member of Myr-
tle Creek United Methodist 
Church, and at the age of 79 
was appointed to a seat on the 
Myrtle Creek City Council. 
She realized how God helped 
her through difficult times in 
her life, and in response she 
wanted to help others. 

Survivors include: three 
children, Roland Scott Mer-
man, Susan (Merman) and Da-
vid Wallin; two step-daugh-
ters, Christine Schriendl and 
Laura Howk; four grandchil-
dren: Roland Michael Mer-
man; Katie (and Matthew) 
Miller; Carl Wallin, and Mar 
Merman; a great-grandson, 
Gabriel Miller; cousins: Kar-
en (and Don) Torrenga, Darla 
(and Jeff) Rigard, Lorna (and 
David) Wynn and Jennifer 
Gruber;. nieces: Kate, Casey 
and LaShelle Powers, and 
many step relations whom 
she loved; and her sweet ca-
nine companion, Bella.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents; her husband, 
Danny; a brother, Bill Pow-
ers; and her son, Mark.  

In lieu of flowers, she 
would appreciate support 
given to any of the follow-
ing: Centennial Lions, Myrtle 
Creek Lions, Grace Covenant 
Church Lakewood, Colo, 
or the Myrtle Creek United 
Methodist Church. Her fami-
ly held a Celebration of Life 
service June 7 at Grace Cov-
enant Church in Lakewood, 
Colo.

SEPTEMBER 4

Alice M. Poort
Canyonville
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Business & Service 
Directory

Automotive Care and Repair

Doughnut Shop Advertising Newspapers

Would you like 
to advertise your 

business here for as 
little as $13 per week?

Call 541-863-5233 or e-mail 
dcmail@dcmail.info to find 

out how

325 NE FIRST AVE.
MYRTLE CREEK, OR

Hair Styling

Electronics and Sound

Subscribe
Today

The Douglas County Mail
$30 per year!

Call 
(541) 863-5233

to start your 
subscription

(Senior discounts available)

Business & Service 
Directory

NEED A QUOTE OR WANT 
PROFESSIONAL SOUND SERVICES 

CALL 541-580-4025

Music

Lancers are Special 
District champs

TRI CITY – The current 
12th ranked South Umpqua 
Lancers finished off their Spe-
cial District 4 League sched-
ule last Tuesday, October 21, 
as they tied with Sutherlin 
1-1.

The tie brought the Lanc-
ers league record to 9-0-3 and 
also secured them the league 
championship and the No. 1 
seeding from Special District 
4 and a first round bye in the 
playoffs.

On Thursday, October 23, 
South Umpqua hosted Rogue 
River out of Special District 
5.

The Chieftains only had 
one victory all season.

The Lancers took the 
Chieftains to task and came 
away with a 5-0 victory to 
remain undefeated on the sea-
son at 11-0-3.

South Umpqua got goal 
from five different players led 
by Rhett Wright who had one 
goal and two assists on the af-
ternoon.

The team’s leading scorer 
on the year Raymond Alcaraz 
scored once and assisted on 
another goal

Also scoring for the Lanc-
ers were Dom Darling, Trace 
Esterbrook and Tayden 
Houghton.

Vander Deardorff, Braxton 
Hamilton and Nolan Dewald 
all had one assist each in the 
victory.

Goalkeeper Cameron Es-
terbrook recorded his ninth 
shutout of the season. He had 
three saves on the afternoon. 

South Umpqua’s undefeat-
ed season came to an end  on 
Monday as they took to the 
road to take on No. 6 ranked 
Creswell in a nonleague con-
test. 

The host Bulldogs took the 
Lancers to task and handed 
them a 4-0 loss in their final 
game of the regular season

The Lancers are scheduled 
to host a second-round state 
playoff game on Thursday, 
November 5. Their opponent 
is still to be determined.

NOVEMBER 13
Lancer booters fall 
in second round of 
playoffs

TRI CITY – The South 
Umpqua Boys Soccer team 
hosted their first playoff game 
in a quarter century (2000) 
last Wednesday, November 5, 
taking on Blanchet Catholic.

The result was not good for 
the Lancers as they fell 3-0.

In the first half both teams 
played rather conservatively 
on the rain-soaked  field at Tri 

City.
The first half ended in a 

0-0 tie.
The second half saw Blan-

chet Catholic score two goals 
within the first five minutes 
of the half and by the halfway 
point they were up 3-0.

The loss was only the sec-
ond loss for the Lancers on 
the season as they finished 
with a overall record of 11-2-
3 going undefeated in league 
(9-0-3).

Head Coach August Har-
rison loses seven seniors to 
graduation. Those players 
departing are Hunter Hud-
geon, Talen Lamm, Logan 
Schwerdt, Dom Stevenson, 
Vander Deardorff, Nolan De-
Wald and Tayden Houghton.

DECEMBER 11
Riddle remains 
undefeated

POWERS -- It may have 
taken them a extra frame to 
keep their undefeated record 
in tact but that’s just what the 
Riddle boys basketball squad 
did on Saturday evening, De-
cember 6, against Southwest 
Christian defeating them 62-
54 in overtime.

It might have never gotten 
to that point if not for a last 
second put back shot by Nick 
McKinney that fell through 
the net to tie the contest 52-
52.

In the overtime period it 
was all Riddle as they out-
scored Southwest Christian 
9-2 to take the 61-54 victory.

Leading the way for the 
Irish was Layton Lewis who 
poured in 26 points.

A quartet of Irish; Layton 
Rainwater, Stephen Nordyke, 
Rafeal Lopez and Solomon 
Rhea, all contributed eight 
points each.

McKinney had 11 re-
bounds, six asssits and three 
points.

The game was played at 
Powers High School.

This marked the third game 
in as many days for Riddle 
who earlier in the week de-
feated Chemewa 64-56 and 
Prospect 80-58.

Against Prospect Lew-
is scored  a career-high 29 
points while Rainwater and 
Kane Terry each had 10.

DECEMBER 18
Riddle wins classic 
with comeback wins 
over Glendale, St. 
Paul 

RIDDLE – The Riddle 
Irish boys have recently tak-
en on the moniker of the 
comeback kids as they ral-
lied from halftime deficits in 
both games of the Cow Creek 
Classic to ultimately claim 
the title.

On Saturday, December 
13, in the championship game 
against St. Paul Riddle trailed 
at the half by five 33-26 af-
ter having played to a 12-12 
standstill in the first quarter.

In the third quarter the 
Irish were able to only shave 
one point off the Buckaroos 
lead as they took the quarter 
10-9 but trailed by four, 42-
38, going into the final eight 
minutes.

In the final frame the two 
teams battled and it took the 
Irish up until the last 30 sec-
onds of the game to take the 
lead. That lead came on a 
three point shot by Rafael 
Lopez and it proved to be the 
deciding factor in the win for 
the Irish.

The victory game them 
their first Cow Creek Classic 
championship in four years 
and kept their undefeated re-
cord, (6-0), in tact. 

Three Irish were in double 
figures with Cole Canty lead-
ing the way with 12 points 
while Nick McKinney post-
ed a double-double scoring 
11 while pulling down 12 
boards. He also has four as-
sists and three  steals. Layton 
Lewis rounded out the trio 
with 10 points.

Both Lewis and Canty 
made the all-tournament team 
along with St. Paul’s Sullivan 
Grott, Camas Valley’s Tatum 
Sexton and Glendale’s Kaden 
France

The Irish might not have 
been in the title game if not 
for a defensive blitzkrieg of 
Glendale in the second half 
of their first round game on 
Friday.

The Pirates jumped out 
to a 12-7 lead  after the first 
quarter and by halftime they 
had built a 10 point advantage 
29-19.

In the third quarter the 
Irish came out and played a ¾ 
Court Trap defense for most 
of the quarter which resulted 
in a myriad of turnover by the 
Glendale offense. 

The press-trap equated 
into easy buckets for the Irish 
and by the end of the quarter 
they had outscored the Pirates 
21-8 to take a 40-37 lead into 
the fourth.

In the final stanza it went 
back and forth with each team 
having short runs but ulti-
mately the Irish held off the 
Pirates by hitting free throws 
and takig the quarter 13-9 and 
the game 53-46.

Lewis led the offensive 
charge with 20 points while 
Canty dropped in 16, which 
included five triples. McKin-
ney contributed to the cause 
grabbing eight boards to go 
with five steals and three as-
sists.

Kaden France led Glendale 
with 17 points and Huntyr Ro-
cha added 11. Jackson Pisan 
chipped in with 10 points.

The Irish ran their record 
to 7-0 on Monday evening as 
they defeated Alsea 62-47.
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Alice Mae Poort, 79, of 
Canyonville died peacefully 
on August 13 at Mercy Medi-
cal Center, with her family by 
her side.

She was born November 5, 
1947, in Illinois, to Derk and 
Henrietta Poort. She grew up 
surrounded by animals and 
corn fields. She could run 
like the wind and ride a horse 
like a pro. She taught herself 
to trick ride and barrel race. 
Her mom would frequently 
find her asleep on the back of 
a horse in the sun. She was 
known for helping any stray 
animal that came along, in-
cluding cats, dogs, and even 
baby skunks.

She later moved to Ten-
nessee, embracing the friend-
ly, laid-back lifestyle.  She 
enjoyed country music and 
dancing, long rides on her 
motorcycle, and her sweet 
little dogs. Her nickname was 
“Country Girl”.

She worked as a type setter 
at Litho type for many years. 
She worked hard, was inde-
pendent, and kind. She liked 
to look classy and have fun in 
life.

She eventually moved to 
Oregon to live with her sister, 
Martha and family. 

Survivors include:  Mena 
and Pete Reilly, Martha Bur-
khert, Derk Poort the 3rd (and 
Rose Poort), Grace Poort, and 
Berta (and Mike) Musuta. 

She was preceded in death 
by: her parents, Derk and 
Henrietta Poort.

She will be laid to rest in 
Canyonville. She will always 
be in our hearts and in God’s 
peaceful arms.

OCTOBER 30

Elizabeth 
Hamann Reedy
Myrtle Creek

Elizabeth “Liz” Hamann 

Reedy, 82, of Myrtle Creek 
died October 15 following a 
short illness.  

She was born in 1943 in 
San Francisco to Joe and Julia 
(Kinavey) Reedy. 

The family moved to San 
Jose in 1952 when her fa-
ther’s employer, Hibernia 
Bank, opened a branch.

Her passion for dancing 
was ignited in San Jose and 
she was able to continue this 
until recent months. 

She graduated from Notre 
Dame High School in San 
Jose and enjoyed lifetime 
friendships from her time 
there.   She completed her 
LVN at San Jose City Col-
lege. She worked at Los Ga-
tos Hospital at one point. She 
resided in San Jose in the ear-
ly 1970’s and began her life-
long career with Santa Clara 
County Social Services.

She left Silicon Valley to 
retire in Myrtle Creek where 
she found friendships and joy 
from numerous activities in 
this beautiful community.  

Travels included locations 
in Ireland where her grand-
parents lived.  

Unfortunately, she did not 
have the time (or ankles at 80) 
to take up Irish step dancing 
while in the ‘old country.’

Survivors include: a 
daughter, Julie Vatuone; a 
son, Matt (and Lily) Helms; 
five grandchildren,  Nicholas 
(and Emma) Vatuone, Joshua, 
Zachariah, Wesley and Ri-
ley Helms; a great-grandson, 
Bennett Helms; two siblings, 
Phil (and Judy) Reedy and 
Christine (and Bob) Williams 
of Shasta County, California 
and numerous nieces, neph-
ews, great nieces and great 
nephews.

She was preceded in death 
by: her parents;  and a broth-
er, Joseph Reedy.

DECEMBER 18

Joyce E. 
O’Day-Hobson
Myrtle Creek

Joyce Elizabeth 
O’Day-Hobson, just shy of 
her 90th birthday, died peace-
fully at home on December 8. 

She was born in Tucson, 
Arizona, on December 30, 
1935, to Isabel and Eugene 

Young.
A longtime Myrtle Creek 

resident, she was deeply 
rooted in her community and 
known for her generous spirit 
and countless hours of volun-
teer service. She attended col-
lege in Santa Barbara, where 
she met and later married the 
late George Richard “Dick” 
O’Day in the spring of 1954.

In 1966, the couple moved 
to Myrtle Creek, settling on 
a small country farm—com-
plete with its very own milk 
cow, Bessy. Soon after pigs, 
cows, chickens, and rabbits 
joined the family, creating 
what became affectionately 
known as “the farm.”

She was an active and ded-
icated member of the Myr-
tle Creek United Methodist 
Church. Through the years 
she contributed to the church 
history project, served on the 
Administrative Church Coun-
cil, attended Annual North-
west Conferences and wom-
en’s retreats throughout the 
Pacific Northwest, and partic-
ipated in numerous ministries 
supporting both the congre-
gation and the wider commu-
nity, including the Safe Place 
for Kids program.

In recognition of her ser-
vice and impact, she was se-
lected in 2002 as Top Citizen 
of Myrtle Creek. She was also 
recognized in 2003 as Wom-
an of the Year by the Myrtle 
Creek/Tri-City Chamber of 
Commerce.    

Her professional career 
began with the opening of 
the Myrtle Creek Hospital, 
where she became a licensed 
medical records technician. 
In 1976 she joined a small 
start-up, Umpqua Research 
Company, where she worked 
for 23 years, retiring as Office 
Manager.  

Her lifelong commitment 
to youth and community be-
gan early as a 4-H leader 
alongside her husband as they 
founded the Myrtle Creek 
4-H Stockman Club. Togeth-
er, they taught and mentored 
young people on the values 
of community, friendship, 
responsibility, volunteer-
ism, and the 4-H principles 
of Head, Heart, Hands, and 
Health—guiding lessons that 
she carried throughout her 
life.

She was also active in the 
American Business Wom-
en’s Association, serving at 
one time as the local chapter 
president, and participated in 
Job’s Daughters as well as nu-
merous school and communi-
ty programs. Never one to re-
main idle, she also served on 
the Myrtle Creek Fire Board, 

See SYIR Page 12
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contributing to the develop-
ment and promotion of the 
rural fire protection associ-
ation—an involvement she 
was particularly proud of.

After retiring in 1999, she 
continued her service, volun-
teering several days a month 
for over a decade with the 
Mercy Hospice of Roseburg, 
providing administrative sup-
port to the hospice staff and 
leadership.

In 2001, she met her sec-
ond great love, Dewey Hob-
son at Myrtle Creek United 
Methodist Church. They were 
married on July 7, 2007, and 
spent more than 24 cherished 
years together. The couple 
continued the community 
volunteering together and en-
joyed traveling to visit fam-
ily and taking fishing trips 
to Green River, Wyoming. He 
kept her active, and their time 
together was a blessing not 
only to them but to the entire 
family.

An avid reader, she sup-
ported and volunteered with 
the Friends of Myrtle Creek 
Library. Large-print books 
were her favorite, especially 
works by authors John Grish-
am and Dave Baldacci.  

At home, she took great 
pride in her beautifully main-
tained roses and flowing 
grasses, always cared for with 
just the right amount of wa-
ter and fertilizer. She enjoyed 
watching the birds and was 
known for chasing off the tur-
keys with her trusty BB gun.

Survivors include: two 
sons, Richard (and Rica) 
O’Day of Fallon, Nevada, and 
Patrick (and Mary) O’Day 
of Pasco, Washington; 11 
grandchildren, Alisa Pickup 
and Mitchell Newton, Eliz-
abeth and Jason McFadden, 
Michael Eckrich and Athina 
Kuhn, Maria O’Day, Pat-
rick R. and Tina O’Day, Erin 
O’Day and Carter Snedigar; 
10 great-grandchildren, Wil-
liam, Taylor, Preston, Haven, 
Baylei, Raymond, Angelic, 
Vincent, Seth and Sadie.

She was preceded in death 
by: three children, Mark 
Lawrence O’Day, Claire 
Elizabeth Eckrich, and Peter 
Alan O’Day, her first hus-
band, George Richard (Dick) 
O’Day.

A special thank you to 
Dewey’s daughters, Melissa 
and Chad Holo and Shelby 
and Sean Witt.

Her life was defined by 
service, compassion, resil-
ience, and a deep love for 
family and community. She 
will be missed profoundly 
and remembered always.

A Memorial Service is set 
for January 24, 2026, at 11:30 
a.m. at the Myrtle Creek Unit-
ed Methodist Church

A Celebration of Life will 
follow at the Myrtle Creek 
Community Center (next to 
Church). 

Donations on behalf of 
Joyce O’Day can be sent to 
Mercy Hospice of Roseburg.
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SEPTEMBER 25
Man robbed in Myrtle 
Creek 

MYRTLE CREEK – On 
Sunday, September 14, at 
about 8:47 p.m. officers were 
dispatched to the Colum-
bia Bank (formerly Umpqua 
Bank) at 111 NW Pleasant 
Street.  Myrtle Creek Po-
lice Department officers and 
Douglas County Sheriff’s 
Office (DCSO) deputies re-
sponded and contacted a male 
in the drive through, who re-
ported that he was just robbed 
by two subjects.  

The victim reported that he 
was dropping off a deposit for 
his workplace when the two 
men approached his vehicle 
and demanded the money.  
He told police that one of the 
men threatened to shoot him.  
The subjects took an undis-
closed amount of money and 
fled the area on foot.  

DCSO deployed a drone, 
and the Roseburg Police De-
partment brought a K-9 to the 
scene for a track.  The sus-
pects were not located at that 
time.  

The two males were both 
wearing hoodie sweatshirts 
and masks.  

Evidence was collected at 
the scene and is being pro-
cessed.  The investigation is 
active and no further infor-
mation will be released at this 
time.  

If anyone has any informa-
tion regarding this incident, 
please contact the Myrtle 
Creek Police Department at 
541-440-4471. 
Website to launch; 
subscribers help 
needed

MYRTLE CREEK – The 
Douglas County Mail will 
launch its first-ever website 
October 1 but in the interim 
assistance is needed from all 
subscribers.

The Douglas County Mail 
is in the process of setting up 
subscriber access to the web-
site but in order to accomplish 
this the emails of all subscrib-
ers are needed.

If you are a current sub-
scriber please send us an 
email with your name and 
physical address along with 
your email address. 

Also please include a 
phone number so we can con-
tact you personally if other 
information is needed.

If you are a subscriber but 
don’t want access to the on-
line version of The Douglas 
County Mail please send us 
your email anyway because 
eventually all billing we be-
come electronic due to the 
continued increases in post-
age.

The plan is to provide 
the website free for the first 
month. After that time it will 
be accessible by subscription 
only. Current subscribers will 
have free access to the site but 
email addresses are needed to 
be able to generate a email 
with a password. 

The Douglas County Mail 
still plans to print a paper 
version of the newspaper on 
a weekly basis as has hap-
pened for the last 123 years. 
The goal is to provide a more 
comprhensive and up-to-date 
coverage of events through-
out the area.

If anyone has any ques-
tions please email us at dc-
mail@dcmail.info

OCTOBER 2
Website launches, 
subscribers help still 
needed

MYRTLE CREEK – 
The Douglas County Mail 
launched its first-ever website 
October 1 but assistance is 
needed from all subscribers.

The Douglas County Mail 
is in the process of setting up 
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site but in order to accomplish 
this the emails of all subscrib-
ers are needed.

If you are a current sub-
scriber please send us an 
email with your name and 
physical address along with 
your email address. 

Also please include a 
phone number so we can con-
tact you personally if other 
information is needed.

If you are a subscriber but 
don’t want access to the on-
line version of The Douglas 
County Mail please send us 
your email anyway because 
eventually all billing we be-
come electronic due to the 
continued increases in post-
age.

The plan is to provide 
the website free for the first 
month. After that time it will 
be accessible by subscription 
only. Current subscribers will 
have free access to the site but 
email addresses are needed to 
be able to generate a email 
with a password. 

The Douglas County Mail 
still plans to print a paper 
version of the newspaper on 
a weekly basis as has hap-
pened for the last 123 years. 
The goal is to provide a more 
comprhensive and up-to-date 
coverage of events through-
out the area.

Please bear with us as we 
work through this new ave-
nue of news. 

If anyone has any ques-
tions email us at dcmail@dc-
mail.info
Riddle woman found 
deceased

RIDDLE – At approxi-
mately 5:30 p.m. on Satur-
day, September 27, 9-1-1 
dispatchers were advised that 
the body of Shirley Hart was 
located near her residence. 
Deputies confirmed her death 
and notified her next of kin. 
The Douglas County Medical 
Examiner’s Office was noti-
fied and began investigating 
the death. There are no in-
dications of foul play at this 
time.

Deputies and Search and 
Rescue crews began active-
ly searching for 90-year-old 
Riddle resident Shirley Hart 
on Saturday morning. Hart 
had dementia and wandered 
away from her home in the 
1300-block of Canyonville 
Riddle Road sometime during 
the previous night. She was 
considered to be at risk.

Residents in the immedi-
ate area of Shirley’s residence 
were asked to check any un-
locked vehicles or outbuild-
ings as Hart was known to 
enter those and sleep.

The Sheriff’s office person-
nel would like to thank the 
many volunteers and commu-
nity members for their efforts 
in trying to locate Hart. The 
men and women of the Sher-
iff’s office extend their deep-
est sympathies to the Hart 
family.

The Sheriff’s office was 
assisted by volunteers from 
Douglas County Search and 
Rescue, REACH Air Medical 
Services, Cow Creek Tribal 
Police Department and Myr-
tle Creek Police Department.

OCTOBER 16

Riddle mayor resigns 
RIDDLE – Longtime 

Riddle Mayor Bill Duckett 
officially resigned Monday 
evening, October 13, at the 
Riddle city council meeting 
ending a run of 30 years at the 
helm.

His Letter of Resignation 
was read into the record and 
the city council proceeded to 
appoint City Councilor Aar-
on Christensen to fill out the 
remainder of the term which 
expires at the end of the 2026 
calendar year.

Duckett was first seated as 
Mayor January 9, 1995.

There will be a retirement 
party held for Duckett on Sat-
urday, October 25, from 12 
p.m. to 2 p.m. at the Riddle 
Community Center.

The Riddle City Council 
will now be accepting appli-
cations to fill the vacancy on 
the council created by the ap-
pointment of Christensen to 
Mayor.

OCTOBER 30
30+ YEARS IN THE MAKING

Douglas County Mail photo by Bob Chaney, Sr.
Longtime Mayor of Riddle Bill Duckett, who recently re-
signed from the post, was honored on Saturday, October 
25, with a retirement party culuminating his 30+ years as 
Mayor. Several people were on hand to give Duckett well 
wishes including all three Douglas County Commission-
ers; Tom Kress, Chris Boice and Tim Freeman. Freeman 
spoke on behalf of the Commissioners and presented 
Duckett with one of their Challenge Coins. (ABOVE) New-
ly appointed Mayor Aaron Christensen (RIGHT) presents 
Duckett (LEFT) with a plaque denoting his service to the 
city of Riddle for over three decades. Riddle City Manag-
er Kathy Wilson (CENTER) looks on. Wilson also spoke 
about her time with the city and how Duckett was a part of 
that. Others in attendance spoke about how Duckett had 
been a part of their lives over the last 30 years and how 
much they were going to miss that but also how they were 
looking forward to new relationaships with the new lead-
ership. 

NOVEMBER 13
Myrtle Creek man 
arrested on drug 
charges 

MYRTLE CREEK – Myr-
tle Creek resident Chet Evans 
was arrested last week on 
drug charges.

On Wednesday, November 
6, detectives with the Douglas 
Interagency Narcotics Team 
(DINT) witnessed possible 
drug activity within the in-
tersection of NE Casper Ave 
and NE Odell Ave in Rose-
burg.   At approximately 9:45 
a.m., with assistance from the 
Douglas County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, detectives contacted Ev-
ans, 38, of Myrtle Creek.

Evans was detained and a 
search of him and his vehicle 
revealed approximately 3.5 
grams of suspected fentanyl 
and a glass pipe with suspect-
ed methamphetamine residue.  
Evans was also in possession 
of brass knuckles and an ex-
pandable baton.  Evans is cur-
rently on Felony Probation 
and has multiple felony con-
victions.

Evans was lodged at the 
Douglas County Jail on two 
counts of Felon in Posses-
sion of a Restricted Weapon, 
Unlawful Possession of a 
Schedule II Controlled Sub-
stance, Unlawful Possession 
of Methamphetamine and is 
on a Probation Detainer for 
Lane County.

The Douglas Interagency 
Narcotics Team (DINT) is a 
multi-jurisdictional narcotics 
task force that identifies, dis-
rupts, and dismantles local, 
multi-state, and international 
drug trafficking organizations 
using an intelligence-driven, 
multi-agency prosecutor-sup-
ported approach.  .

DECEMBER 4
Announcement to our 
readers

For many years, our news-
paper, The Douglas County 
Mail,  has been dedicated to 
providing trustworthy local 
news, thoughtful storytell-
ing, and a reliable voice for 
our community. We remain 
committed to that mission. 
However, we must also adapt 
to the realities facing the jour-
nalism industry today.

Like many publications 
across the country, we have 
experienced declining ad-
vertising revenues, a prima-
ry source of funding for our 

newsroom. At the same time, 
printing and postage costs 
have continued to rise sharp-
ly, making weekly physical 
production increasingly un-
sustainable.

After careful consider-
ation, and in order to preserve 
the quality of our reporting 
and ensure the long-term sta-
bility of our publication, if we 
cannot secure some signifi-
cant additional advertisers, 
we will be transitioning to a 
fully virtual, digital-only plat-
form as of January 1, 2026.

This change will allow us 
to continue delivering the 
news you rely on—more 
quickly, more efficiently, and 
without the financial strain 
that print distribution now 
imposes. Our digital edition 
will include all the content 
you’ve come to expect, with 
additional features made pos-
sible by an online format.

We understand this is a sig-
nificant shift, and we deeply 
appreciate your support and 
understanding as we take this 
necessary step. Our commit-
ment to serving our readers 
remains stronger than ever, 
and we look forward to con-
tinuing that service in our 
new digital home.

Thank you for being part 
of our communit
Myrtle Creek woman 
arrested on drug 
charges 

MYRTLE CREEK – On 
Tuesday, November 25, de-
tectives with the Douglas 
Interagency Narcotics Team 
(DINT) arrested a Myrtle 
Creek woman on various 
drug charges.  

Through an ongoing inves-
tigation, detectives uncovered 
information alleging that 46 

year old Laquita Twete was 
dealing methamphetamine. 

At approximately 3:40 
p.m. a deputy with the Doug-
las County Sheriff’s Office 
conducted a traffic stop on 
Twete’s vehicle.  

During the traffic stop, 
drug detection K-9 “Trapper” 
alerted to the presence of con-
trolled substances in the vehi-
cle.  

A short time later, de-
tectives executed a search 
warrant on Twete’s vehicle, 
locating approximately 87.1 
grams of suspected metham-
phetamine.

Detectives then served a 
search warrant on Twete’s 
residence in the 300 block 
of Conrad Street in Myrtle 
Creek.   At the residence, de-
tectives located an addition-
al 3.2 grams of suspected 
methamphetamine and a dig-
ital scale consistent with pre-
sumed delivery and distribu-
tion of controlled substances.

Twete was arrested and 
taken to the Douglas County 
Jail and charged with Driving 
While Suspended or Revoked 
and three counts each of Un-
lawful Manufacture of Meth-
amphetamine, Unlawful De-
livery of Methamphetamine 
and Unlawful Possession of 
Methamphetamine.

SYIR:
Continued from Page 10

South Umpqua 
survives against 
Klamath Union 

TRI CITY -- South 
Umpqua jumped out to an 
early lead in their home open-
er Friday night, September 
19, as they entertained Klam-
ath Union but had to hold on 
for a tight 25-18 victory.

The first score for the Lanc-
ers came on a miscue by the 
Pelicans offense as the center 
hiked the ball over the quar-
terback’s head and it trickled 
out through the end zone for 
a safety and a 2-0 lead for the 
Lancers before they ever set 
foot on the field offensively.

On their first offensive se-
ries South Umpqua methodi-
cally marched down the field 
and punched it in the end zone 
on a one yard run by Crew 
Donner. The extra point was 
no good and South Umpqua 
led 8-0 with 6:09 left in the 
first quarter.

On Klamath Union’s next 
possession they came out fir-
ing and marched it down the 
field to score a touchdown of 
their own with 4:48 left in the 
first. The conversion attempt 
was no good and the Lancers 
still led 8-6.

The lancers didn’t do any-
thing on offense and punted 
as the quarter came to an end. 
The first play of the second 
saw the Pelicans firi8ng again 
but it was to the wrong team 
as Bobby Jensen intercepted 
the pass and returned it 31 
yards for the pick six and af-
ter a successful extra point the 
Lancers led 15-6.

The Lancers next score 
didn’t come until late in the 
second quarter when quarter-
back Michael Fischer decided 
to do it himself running it in 
from three yards away and af-
ter the extra point the Lancers 
led 22-6.

South Umpqua’s final 
score of the quarter and the 
game came as time expired 
in the half as Cooper Howard 
connected on a 30 yard field 
goal to give South Umpqua a 
25-6 lead at the half.

It looked like it was going 
to be a breeze from then on 
but as the two teams battled 
in the third quarter neither 
one could seem to sustain any 
type of a drive and neither 
one scored.

In the fourth things began 
to get a little uncomfortable 
for South Umpqua as Klam-
ath Union began to move the 

ball.
It started about a minute 

into the quarter when the Peli-
cans scored on a 35 yard pitch 
and catch. However they still 
couldn’t convert on the extra 
points and trailed 12-25.

The Lancer offense went 
cold and once again the de-
fense had their backs to the 
wall as Klamath Union drove 
down the field and put it in 
the end zone with 5:09 left.

Another missed opportuni-
ty on the conversion saw the 
Lancer lead remain at seven, 
25-18. The Pelicans’ defense 
held the Lancers and got the 
ball back and drove it down 
into Lancer territory. The SU 
defense stiffened and stopped 
them on four successive plays 
to take over on downs and ran 
the clock out.


