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The Award Winning Hometown Newspaper of Christine Morgan of Canyonville

Attention subscribers

The Douglas County Mail, as you already know, is transitioning to
strictly online as of January 1, 2026.

All current subscribers are currently being entered into the system and
for the month of January will have unlimited access to the website and
the e-edition of the paper at demail.info.

At the end of January the access will become user name and password
dependent. The Douglas County Mail staff wanted to make sure that ev-
eryone is able to access their paper so as of February your user name will
be your subscriber name. That is the name that is printed on your label on
the front page in the upper right hand corner.

The universal password at this point will be decmail.

For those who have renewed your subscription for the 2026 year your
access will remain until the expiration date on your label which is the
date above your name.

If you have provided The Douglas County Mail with an email address
you will receive a reminder before your subscription expires.

If you do not wish to pay via the online method or provide an email
you still can renew via regular mail with a check or money order. How-
ever you will not be able to receive a reminder as in the past so please
make note of your expiration date.

If you have any questions contact The Douglas County Mail at dc-
mail@dcmail.info or 541-863-5233

MCPD, WPD join forces

MYRTLE CREEK — On Thurs-
day, December 18, the Myrtle Creek
and Winston Police departments
joined forces to conduct a day-long
operation targeting online predators.
In the weeks leading up to the oper-
ation, officers were able to identify
several suspects both local to Doug-
las County and subjects from out of
county. Thanks to the hard work of
the staff, the team made five arrests
on the day of the operation.

William Joseph Manly, 44, of
Grants Pass was arrested for Online
Sexual Corruption of a Child in the
First and Second Degree, as well as
Luring a Minor. Manly was also
charged with a Parole Violation.

Joshua James Taylor, also of
Grants Pass, was arrested for Online
Sexual Corruption of a Child in the
First and Second degree and was
also charged with Luring a Minor.

Patrick William Terriah, 36, of
Roseburg, was arrested and charged

with Online Sexual Corruption of a
Child in the Second Degree and Lur-
ing a Minor.

Wyat Hugh Cahill, 24, of Klam-
ath Falls, was arrested and charged
with Luring a Minor.

Finally, David Carl Thorpe, 60,
of Sutherlin, was arrested for Online
Sexual Corruption of a Child in the
First and Second Degree, as well as
Luring a Minor. During his arrest,
he was also found to be in posses-
sion of methamphetamine. He was
additionally charged with that as
well.

All five subjects were lodged at
the Douglas County Jail on their re-
spective charges.

The Myrtle Creek and Winston
Police departments would like to
especially thank the Grants Pass De-
partment of Public Safety and the
Klamath Falls Police Department
for their assistance in carrying out
this operation.

South Umpqua School District
has board vacancy

TRI CITY - South Umpqua
School District is seeking to fill two
vacant positions on its Board of Ed-
ucation. The open position are as
follows.

Zone 3 Position 3, Candidates
must be legally registered voters,
have a Canyonville or Myrtle Creek
address and must have resided in the
district for at least one year before
the selection.

Candidates may not be an em-
ployee of the district, including sub-
stitutes. The applicant selected by
the board will serve in the position
through June 30, 2027.

Zone 1 Position 2 must be legally
registered voters, have a Canyon-
ville address and must have resided
in the district for at least one year be-

fore the selection. Candidates may
not be an employee of the district,
including substitutes. The applicant
selected by the board will serve in
the position through June 30, 2027.

Interested applicants must sub-
mit a letter of interest to the South
Umpqua School District, Attn.
Tabitha Roberts, 558 SW Chadwick
Lane, Myrtle Creek, OR 97457 or
via email at Tabitha.roberts@susd.
k12.or.us.

The South Umpqua School Dis-
trict Board is expected to screen let-
ters of interest at the next scheduled
board meeting.

To obtain more information about
the South Umpqua School District,
feel free to contact the Office of the
Superintendent at 541.863.3115.

Highlights & Happenings

Chamber meeting date changed

MYRTLE CREEK -- The January general membership meeting of the
Myrtle Creek~Tri City Area Chamber of Commerce has been changed to
Thursday, January 8. The reason for the change is that the first Thursday of
the month, the traditional meeting date for the Chamber, falls on January 1,
New Year’s Day. The meeting location to be determined.

BEST OF SHOW

CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS DRAWINGS

on Pages 2 -- 7.

Each year for the past 52 years The Douglas County Mail newspaper has ran the annual Children’s
Christmas Drawings. Over the past 20+ years the staff at the newspaper has chosen a Best of Show
drawing that they feel is outstanding. With this year we end an era of printing the drawings but we also
begin a new era of the drawings gaining more exposure being online in our e-edition newspaper and our
hope is for another 50+ years. This year the top honors went to Airayh Nquyen, Grade 5, Myrtle Creek
Elementary, Congratulations on this honor. See more of the 52nd Annual Children’s Christmas Drawings

Cow Creeks donate 34k to food banks

ROSEBURG — The Cow Creek
Band of Umpqua Tribe of Indians
gifted $34,000 to 17 food banks
across Douglas County Thursday,
providing $2,000 to each organi-
zation to help ensure families have
access to food during the holiday
season and beyond.

As the demand for food assis-
tance increases during the holidays,
these donations will directly support
local families facing food insecurity
throughout Douglas County.

“The holidays should be a time
of comfort and togetherness, but for
too many families in our communi-
ty, this season brings added stress
about putting food on the table,” said
Carla Keene, Chairman of the Cow
Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe of
Indians. “We’re committed to sup-
porting our neighbors and ensuring
that every family in Douglas County
has access to the support they need.
These food banks are lifelines for
our community, and we’re honored
to support their work.”

The following Douglas County
food banks received funding: The
Reedsport Collective, Communi-
ty Care Food Pantry, Winston Area
Food Pantry, Glendale Christmas
Bureau, Glide Helping Hands, St.
Francis Community Kitchen, St.
Vincent de Paul Myrtle Creek, St.
Vincent de Paul Roseburg, Suther-
lin/Oakland Emergency Pantry,
UCAN Food Bank, South Doug-
las Food Bank, St. Joseph’s Com-
munity Kitchen, FISH Roseburg,
FISH Drain, The Friendly Kitchen
in Winchester. The Salvation Army
in Roseburg and Roseburg Rescue
Mission.

Each organization was invited to
attend a small ceremony at the Cow
Creek Umpqua Tribal Government

Offices in Roseburg to receive their
funds, and share how contributions,
big and small, directly benefit the
families they serve.

“We serve 25 to 40 homes every
week on Tuesdays in a four-hour pe-
riod,” said Vanessa Dalton, a volun-
teer with The FISH in Drain. “This
is a large donation for us, this is
huge for our community.”

Several organizations mentioned
that local families have been expe-
riencing higher living costs for a
while, but that the costs of provid-
ing that support operationally are

also climbing.

“I don’t have to tell you what’s
going on with the economy and
increases in prices of food. We’re
seeing more people,” said Melinda
Fugate from Glide Helping Hands.
“This is a tremendous blessing in
helping us stay open. We’ve been
supporting the community for 25
years.”

“I think we all can agree that we
were hoping the numbers would
go down this year,” said Rich-
ard George, former director of the

See GIFTS Page 11

Douglas County Mail photo by Bob Chaney, Sr.
St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry of Myrtle Creek was one of the recipi-
ents of the donations. On hand to accept the donation was the director
Terri Day. (ABOVE) Day tells those gathered about the program and
how this donation with further those efforts.
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send Annual Children’s
Christmas ({)rawings

This annual event showcases drawings from area students in grades K-5. The drawings that appear
in this section were chosen specifically by the businesses or organizations sponsoring the particular
drawing or by the staff of The Douglas County Mail. The staff would like to be able to run all of the
drawings recieved each year but space constraints don’t allow that to happen. The staff would like
to thank all of the students and teachers throughout the area who took time to contribute to this
annual event.

This year marks the sixth year for The Douglas County Mail asking that all the drawings be done in
full color. We did recieve a lot of them where the teachers had the children use crayons or colored
pencils but there were still some that were done in black and white so there is an array of both
throughout the pages of this year’s edition and hopefully next year we will have all the teachers on
board and provide a colorful look at how our children see Christmas. Thank you to all who participated
we greatly appreciate your diligence each and every year. In some instances the last names were
not provided by the teacher. Hopefully this does not inconvenience those looking for their child’s
drawing.

A few years ago the staff began to choose a Best of Show in each grade in an effort to showcase
more of the talents of the young budding artists. Below is this year’s array of our choices for Best
of Show.

Artist: Alba Van Ort, Kindergarten, Canyonville Elementary
SPONSOR: BEST OF SHOW SPONSOR: BEST OF SHOW
KINDERGARTEN FIRST GRADE

Artist: Summit Jackson, 2nd Grade, Canyonville Elementary Artist: Emerson Shepherd, 3rd Grade, Canyonville Elementary
SPONSOR: BEST OF SHOW SPONSOR: BEST OF SHOW
SECOND GRADE THIRD GRADE

Artist: Annabelle Louise Gill, 4th Grade, Riddle Elementary Artist: Emily Ann Collins, 5th Grade, Myrtle Creek Elementary
SPONSOR: BEST OF SHOW SPONSOR: BEST OF SHOW

FOURTH GRADE FIFTH GRADE
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Artlst Addy Bailey, 5th Grade Canyonvrle EIementary
SPONSOR: COW CREEK UMPQUA TRIBE
2371 NE STEPHENS ST., ROSEBURG * 672-9405

Artist: Atherta Kllpatrlck 5th Grade My'rtIeHCreek Elementary
SPONSOR: CITY OF MYRTLE CREEK * 863-3171
207 PLEASANT, MYRTLE CREEK

Artist: erey (no last name grven), 2nd Grade TI‘I Clty EIementary
SPONSOR: MSK BUILDING SUPPLY
102 S. OLD PACIFIC HWY., TRI CITY * 863-3127

Artlst-Korbyn (no Iast nam glven), 2nd“Grade Trl Clty EIementary

SPONSOR: COW CREEK UMPQUA TRIBE
2371 NE STEPHENS ST.,, ROSEBURG * 672-9405

,GnDJQO

Artlst Brrklea Wilson, 2nd Grade Myrtle Creek Elementary
SPONSOR: SOUTH UMPQUA DISPOSAL * 863-3363
191 GAEL LANE, MYRTLE CREEK

Artist: Kyrie Reedy, Kindergarten, Riddle Elementary
SPONSOR: PIZZA PALACE * 863-5284
919 N. OLD PACIFIC HWY., MYRTLE CREEK

Artrst Akari Miller, 2nd Grade, Days Creek Charter School
SPONSOR: THE DOUGLAS COUNTY MAIL
325 NE FIRST AVE., MYRTLE CREEK *863 5233

Artist: Joseph Wheeler, Kindergarten, Riddle Elementary
SPONSOR: DR JOHNSON LUMBER * 874-2231
1991 PRUNER ROAD, RIDDLE
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.Artlst Mika Weathers 3rd Grade Riddle 'Elementary -
SPONSOR: THE HAPPY DONUT *863-6500
860 S. OLD PACIFIC HWY. MYRTLE CREEK

Artist: Ahvelia Wiley, 3rd Grade,“[h)a-ye Creek Charter School
SPONSOR: THE DOUGLAS COUNTY MAIL
325 NE FIRST AVE., MYRTLE CREEK *863-5233
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Artrst Brooklyn Rose Lee lst Grade Days Creek Charter School
SPONSOR: COW CREEK UMPQUA TRIBE

Artist: Korah Skinner, 2nd Grade, Myrtle Creek Elementary
SPONSOR: DR JOHNSON LUMBER * 874-2231
1991 PRUNER ROAD, RIDDLE

3 '_"I;‘m_,,,

¥ ] :
b --*§;{"‘”‘* .

e s nn AR cest

_\j;‘-'" o mﬁ"i‘“&""‘"wm "ﬂiw dereecs

Artist: Caroline Hooper, 1st Grade, Days Creek Charter School
SPONSOR: THE DOUGLAS COUNTY MAIL

325 NE FIRST AVE., MYRTLE CREEK *863-5233

Artist: Wyatt Neal Hendrick, 4th Grade, Rlddle EIementary
SPONSOR: COW CREEK UMPQUA TRIBE
2371 NE STEPHENS ST., ROSEBURG * 672-9405

Artist: Sage Dumont, 2nd Grade, Myrtle Creek Elementary
SPONSOR: COW CREEK UMPQUA TRIBE
2371 NE STEPHENS ST ROSEBURG 672-9405

Artist: Chase Savage, 3rd Grade, Canyonville Elementary
SPONSOR: SOUTH UMPQUA DISPOSAL * 863-3363
191 GAEL LANE, MYRTLE CREEK

Artist: Joseph Wheeler, Kindergarten, Riddle Elementary

Artist: Chelsea Mathiesen, 5th Grade, Canyonville Elementary
SPONSOR: SHIRTCLIFF OIL COMPANY SPONSOR: THE HAPPY DONUT *863-6500
283 SW WESTERN MYRTLE CREEK 541-863- 5268

860 S. OLD PACIFIC HWY. MYRTLE CREEK
I 3 5 _ :

Artlst Colt Meshew 2nd Grade Days Creek Chartr Shool
SPONSOR: COW CREEK UMPQUA TRIBE
2371 NE STEPHENS ST., ROSEBURG * 672-9405

Artist: Verah ergway, 5th Grade Myrtle Creek EIementary
SPONSOR: SHIRTCLIFF OIL COMPANY
283 SW WESTERN, MYRTLE CREEK * 541-863-5268
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Artrst Damian Himlin, Kmdergarten Canyonvrlle Elementary Artist: Gunnar Ory, 5th Grade, Canyonville Elementary

SPONSOR: MSK HOME AND HARDWARE SPONSOR: COW CREEK UMPQUA TRIBE
225 FIRST AVE., MYRTLE CREEK * 863-4431 2371 NE STEPHENS ST., ROSEBURG * 672-9405
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Artist: Penny (No last Name), 2nd Grade, Tri City Elementary Artrst Harper Grpson 1st Grade Days Creek Charter School

SPONSOR: SHIRTCLIFF OIL COMPANY SPONSOR: THE DOUGLAS COUNTY MAIL
283 SW WESTERN, MYRTLE CREEK * 541-863-5268 325 NE FIRST AVE., MYRTLE CREEK *863-5233

Artist: Weston Swope, 1st Grade, Days Creek Charter School Artist: Jeanessa Lavallie, Kindergarten, Canyonville Elementary

SPONSOR: MYRTLE CREEK LIONS CLUB SPONSOR: THE DOUGLAS COUNTY MAIL

P. 0. BOX 595, MYRTLE CREEK * 863 5073 325 NE FIRST AVE MYRTLE CREEK *863- 5233

Artlst Khoan Stoddard, 3rd Grade Days Creek Charter School Ar t'St JOS'ah Ordener, 2nd Grade, Canyonville Elementary
SPONSOR: COW CREEK UMPQUA TRIBE SPONSOR: THE DOUGLAS COUNTY MAIL

2371 NE STEPHENS ST., ROSEBURG 672-9405 325 NE FIRST AVE-, MYRTLE CREEK *863-5233

Artist: Jazmin Smith, 1st Grade, Dys e' Charter School o Artrst Karbree Clayton 5th “Grade. Canyonvrlle EIementary”‘
SPONSOR: THE DOUGLAS COUNTY MAIL SPONSOR: REDBARN DISPENSARY * 860-7676
325 NE FIRST AVE., MYRTLE CREEK *863-5233 1069 N. OLD PACIFIC HWY., MYRTLE CREEK
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Artist: Kamreigh Bogan, 3rd Grade, Days Creek Charter Schbol
SPONSOR: THE DOUGLAS COUNTY MAIL

Artist: Kamyrn Zimmerman, 3rd Grade, Riddle Elgmentar
SPONSOR: DAY OR NIGHT ELECTRIC
P. 0. BOX 327, RIDDLE * 541-874-2371

325 NE FIRST AVE., MYRTLE CREEK *863-5233

.

ERN, MYRTLE CREEK * 541-863-5268
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Artist: Riley (no last name gi

vn), .
SPONSOR: MSK HOME AND HARDWARE
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225 FIRST AVE., MYRTLE CREEK * 863-4431
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) -rtis: Lane Nunes, 2nd Grade, C;yonvlle Elementary‘

SPONSOR: REDBARN DISPENSARY * 860-7676

EK

Artlst Monah Glles, 3rd Grac‘le‘,”Déyst Creek bharter Schor;r |
SPONSOR: COW CREEK UMPQUA TRIBE

1069 N. OLD PACIFIC HWY., MYRTLE CRE

2371 NE STEPHENS ST., ROSEBURG

* 672-9405
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Artist: Willow Basham 3rd Grade, Riddle Elementary
SPONSOR: DR JOHNSON LUMBER * 874-2231
1991 PRUNER ROAD, RIDDLE

Artist: Catherine Williams, 5th Grade, Myrtle
SPONSOR: CITY OF MYRTLE CREEK * 863-3171

Creek Elementary

207 PLEASANT, MY
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Artist: Wesson Lesly, Kindergarten, Riddle Elementary
SPONSOR: MSK BUILDING SUPPLY
102 S. OLD PACIFIC HWY., TRI CITY * 863-3127

Artist: Ross Erwin, 3}‘d Grade, Riddle Elementa;ry .
SPONSOR: COW CREEK UMPQUA TRIBE

2371 NE STEPHENS ST., ROSEBURG * 672-9405
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IN AN ATTEMPT TO PUBLISH AS MANY OF THE CHILDREN’S DRAWINGS AS POSSIBLE THE DOUGLAS COUNTY MAIL STAF

DECIDED TO

Artist: Zadyn Houx, 5th Grade, CanyorIiIIe EImentary Artrst any Serratos 2nd Grade Days Creek Charter School
SPONSOR: THE DOUGLAS COUNTY MAIL SPONSOR: THE DOUGLAS COUNTY MAIL
325 NE FIRST AVE., MYRTLE CREEK *863 5233

325 NE FIRST AVE., MYRTLE CREEK *863 5233
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Artist: Lyla Daniels, 2nd Grade, Canyenville Elementary
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Artist: Victoria (no last name given), Kindergarten, Canyonvrlle ElemeI77ary
SPONSOR: THE DOUGLAS COUNTY MAIL SPONSOR: THE DOUGLAS COUNTY MAIL
325 NE FIRST AVE., MYRTLE CREEK *863-5233 325 NE FIRST AVE., MYRTLE CREEK *863-5233
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Artist: Natalia Blanchette, 1st Grade, Days Creek Charter School Artist: Saiyan Lee Hodgson, 1st Grade, Days Cree Carter School
SPONSOR: THE DOUGLAS COUNTY MAIL SPONSOR: THE DOUGLAS COUNTY MAIL
325 NE FIRST AVE., MYRTLE CREEK *863-5233 325 NE FIRST AVE., MYRTLE CREEK *863-5233

Artlst Rob Lanoy, th Grad, Riddle Elementary Artist: Roxy Davis, Kindergarten, Canyonville Elementary
SPONSOR: THE DOUGLAS COUNTY MAIL SPONSOR: THE DOUGLAS COUNTY MAIL
325 NE FIRST AVE., MYRTLE CREEK *863 5233 325 NE FIRST AVE., MYRTLE CREEK *863-5233

my. fencherg

Artlst Tylee Av:IIa \2nd Grade, Days Creek Charter School Art:st Sterlmg Hodgson 3rd Gade Days Creek Charter School
SPONSOR: THE DOUGLAS COUNTY MAIL SPONSOR: THE DOUGLAS COUNTY MAIL
325 NE FIRST AVE., MYRTLE CREEK *863-5233 325 NE FIRST AVE., MYRTLE CREEK *863-5233
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A ILDDIK AT ILDCAIL WIEATIHIEIR Classified Advertisements
1,9 Overcast. A 50 percent chance of precipitation. i The Douglas County Mail i
High 54. Low 38. : Classified Advertisement :
a Friday, December 26 ! All Classifieds are PREPAID I
7] Overcast. A 60 percent chance of precipitation.

High 47. Low 36.

Saturday, December 27

Partly cloudy.
High 49. Low 32.

Sunday, December 28

Partly cloudy.
High 50. Low 34.

Monday, December 29

Partly cloudy.
High 52. Low 38.

Tuesday, December 30

1 Overcast. A 50 percent chance of precipitation.
High 51. Low 40.
P % Wednesday, December 31, New Year’s Eve
1 Overcast. A 60 percent chance of precipitation.
High 50. Low 39.
LAST WEEK’S TEMPERATURES
Lo High Precp
Wednesday, December 17 42 53 .46
Thursday, December 18 48 65 .0
Friday, December 19 34 50 1.12
Saturday, December 20 40 45 .21
Sunday December 21 42 48 .20
Monday, December 22 38 52 .41
Tuesday, December 23 42 48 -

A LOOK BACK AT LAST YEAR
The weather turned a bit warmer as low temperatures ranged from a
crisp 38 to a chilly 45 and the high temperatures rose from a tepid 51
to a comfortable 65. The valley took on .86 inches of precipitation.

STATEWIDE
CLASSIEIEDS.

Legal Issues

DIVORCE $130. Complete prepa-
ration. Includes children, custody,
support, property and bills division.
No court appearances. Divorced
in 1-5 weeks possible. 503-772-
5295. www.paralegalalternatives.
com legalalt@msn.com.

Satellite Sales/Service

:Switch and save up to $250/year
on your talk, text and data. No con-
tract and no hidden fees. Unlimited
talk and text with flexible data plans.
Premium nationwide coverage.

100% U.S. based customer ser-

vice. For more information, call

1-877-916-0803

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk,
Text and Data For Just $25/mo!
The Power Of 3 5G Networks, One
Low Price!

Call Today and Get The Latest iP-
hone Every Year On Us! 844-955-
3417

FREE high speed internet for those
that qualify. Government program
for recipients of select programs
incl. Medicaid, SNAP, Housing As-
sistance, WIC, Veterans Pension,
Survivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15
GB internet service. Bonus offer:
Android tablet FREE with one-time
$20 copay. Free shipping & han-
dling. Call Maxsip Telecom today!
1-877-390-0458.

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!
Free Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade,
80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus
Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift
Cards.

Call Today! 1-866-373-9175.

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get
your favorite live TV, sports and lo-
cal channels. 99% signal reliability!
CHOICE Package, $84.99/mo for
12 months.

HBO Max and Premium Channels
included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE
Package or higher.) No annual
contract, no hidden fees! Some
restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-855-
602-2009.

Sales/Service

IWe Buy Houses for Cash AS IS!
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process: Call, get
cash offer and get paid.

Is 2024 your year? WeA're here for it
and here for you. Reach your goals
this year with WeightWatchers.

Get started with THREE months
FREE, visit www.weightwatchersof-
fer.com/39.

Prepare for power outages today
with a GENERAC home standby
generator. $0 Money Down + Low
Monthly Payment Options. Request
a FREE Quote A- Call now before
the next power outage: 1-877-557-
1912.

$$PAYING TOP DOLLARS$$ For
Sports Card Collections: Baseball,
Basketball, Football, & Pokemon.
Premium Paid for Vintage Pre 1980.
Referral Bonuses Available. Call
Corey 541-838-0364.

The Generac PWRcell, a solar
plus battery storage system. SAVE
money, reduce your reliance on the
grid, prepare for power outages
and power your home. Full instal-
lation services available. $0 Down
Financing Option. Request a FREE,
no obligation, quote today. Call
1-844-989-2328.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced de-
bris-blocking  gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter es-
timate today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-855-536-8838.

Wesley Financial Group, LLC.
Timeshare Cancellation Experts.
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare
debt and fees cancelled in 2019.
Get free informational package and

learn how to get rid of your time-
share! Free consultations. Over
450 positive reviews. Call 844-487-
0221.

Call LeafGuard and say goodbye to
gutter cleaning for good. No clean-
ing. No leaking. No water damage.
No more ladder accidents. Get
LeafGuard today and be protected
for life. FREE estimate. Financing
available. 20% off total purchase
(Restrictions may apply.) Call
1-844-345-1537.

The bathroom of your dreams in as
little as 1 day. Limited Time Offer -
$1000 off or No Payments and No
Interest for 18 months for custom-
ers who qualify.

BCI Bath & Shower. Many options
available. Quality materials & pro-
fessional installation. Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts Available. Call To-
day! 1-844-847-9778.

I Fill in your classified ad in the space below and mail it with payment 1
I in full to The Douglas County Mail, P.O. Box 729, Myrtle Creek, OR 1
1 97457 or drop it by The Douglas County Mail office 325 NE First Av- I

I enue, Myrtle Creek, before Monday at 4 p.m. to have it included in
Thursday’s edition. If you need additional space or want to run more
than one advertisement please include a full copy of each ad on a

j Separate piece of paper

28 29

1 30 WORDS OR LESS $10.00
| ALL ADDITIONAL WORDS ARE $.25 EACH
1. 2. 3.

|

14 5. 6.

: 7. 8. 9.

I 10. 1. 12.

|

I 13. 14. 15.

: 16. 17. 18.

LTS 20. 21,

|

I 22. 23, 24,

|

] 25 26. 27.

|

30

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a
new, custom bath or shower in as
little as one day. For a limited time,
waiving ALL installation costs! (Addi-
tional terms apply.

Subject to change and vary by deal-
er. (Offer ends 12/29/24.) Call
1-855-341-5268.

Health and Beauty

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim
independence and mobility with the
compact design and long-lasting
battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 855-839-0752.

Safe Step. North America’s #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-the-line instal-
lation and service. Now featuring
our FREE shower package and
$1600 Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call Safe
Step 1-833-395-1433.

Stroke and Cardiovascular disease

| .

. PRIDE

MYRTLE CREEK LIONS CLUB
NEEDS YOU!

Do YOU enjoy helping those less fortunate than yourself?
Do YOU want to make life better for others?

Do YOU want to have fun helping raise money for local
deserving causes?

If YOU have answered YES to any of the above
don't hesitate to ask for details of how to become a member

Contact Gail Black at 541-863-5073

are leading causes of death, ac-
cording to the American Heart As-
sociation. Screenings can provide
peace of mind or early detection!
Contact Life Line Screening to
schedule your screening. Special
offer - 5 screenings for just $149.
Call 1-844-655-0972.

Donations

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV
and more to support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle
pickup and receive a top tax deduc-

tion!
Call Veteran Car Donations at
1-866-695-9265 today!

Get a break on your taxes! Donate
your car, truck, or SUV to assist the
blind and visually impaired. Arrange
a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup and
secure a generous tax credit for
2025.

Call Heritage for the Blind Today at
1-844-533-9173 today!

CLASSIFIEDS WORK
PLACE YOURS
TODAY

—.’_i

A guide to churches of south Douglas Co:imty

Church of the Nazarene
Pastor Guy Cooksey
235 NE Rice St.,
Myrtle Creek * 541/863-3715

www.myrtlecreeknaz.com
Sunday School 9:30 am
Worship, 10:45 am & 6 pm
Bible Study, Wed. 7 pm

THE RIVER

WWW. THERIVERUPC.CHURCH

Sunday Worship
n English @10am
River Kids
@10:30am
Servicio
Dominical

en Espaiiol @12pm

Weds Mid-Week

(541)
866-3516 Worship @6:30pm

194 N Old Pacific Hwy - TriCity

Tri City, 863-4363

P ? 158 SE Crest Dr, Myrtle Creek
Iri *Clty Service Times Offered
Presbyterlan Church Sunday Morning.Worship 11 am
P.O. Box 704 Sunday School 9:30 am
- Sunday Ev. Adult Service 6 pm
355 Meadow Lane, Wed. Adult Bible Study 10 am

Tri-City

Baptist Church
Rick Smith, Pastor 863-4742

It f ) { b
BATH CONCEPTS
AUTHORIZED
DEALER

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

1000 OFF

$1500 OFF when financing O‘R 0% Interest

with remodelingloans.com™ | For18Months™

OFFER EXPIRES 12/30/2025

S
AL

&P Bob Chaney at 541-817-2018

*Incudes obor and product, bothub, shower or walkin tub and wall surround. his promion connat be

combined withany other offer, Oter resticions may aply. This ofer exirs 12/30/25. Each dealership
CALL isindependently owned and operated. “*Third party financing i avalobl for hose customers who qualy/
NOW (844) 847-9778 Parfcpaing dalers oly. See your deale for dets. ©2025 Bath Concepts Industs.

H Free Pickup & Towing.
m Top Tax Deduction.

. Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate

m Support Veteran Nonprofits.

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265

While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we find that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or
recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265

_ your car, truck, boat, RV,
and more today!

VAN AN RN [SPORT,
Folding Mobility Scooter

Call now

and receive a free
XL battery with
your ATTO SPORT

purchase.

CALL NOW: 1-833-519-1915

sotis BASEBALL rou-

June 2-7,2026
See MLB games in Minnesota,
Milwaukee and both a day
and night game at Wrigley
Field in Chicago.

Tour begins/ends at hotel near
Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport
$1,700/person based on
double hotel occupancy

Tour begi

Travel by deluxe motor coach - Each night in a quality hotel - Good game tickets!

For free brochure, please call or text 507.217.1326 Tavelers are esponsivie
Bob's Baseball Tours, LLC (24 years in business)

See games in Pittshurgh, Philadelphia,
Baltimore, Boston & New York (Yankees and
Mets). Free time at Niagara Falls and Baseball
Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, NY. Sightseeing
in Manhattan, Philadelphia & Baltimore.

and ends near hotel by Pittsburgh International Airport
$3,200/person based on double hotel occupancy

August 1-10, 2026

ns at hotel near Newark Liberty International Airport

for getting to starting
point of each tour

Be prepared before the next power outage.

It’s not just
a generator.
It’s a power
move.

Receive a free 5-year warranty
with qualifying purchase*
- valued at $535.

Call 877-557-1912 to
schedule your free quote!

*Terms and Conditions apply.

GENERAC

We Buy Houses For Cash!

Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers
with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide!

No Repairs. No Fuss.

« Fair Cash Offer + No House Repairs

H « Quick Closing « Simple Home Sale
HL!ZU thqys « No Realtor Fees - Convenient Closing Date

Call (866) 249-8679

Donate Your Car

Imagine the Difference You Can Make

Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible

and the proceeds help provide services to

help the blind and visually impaired.
FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

voucher

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:
+ a $200 restaurant

Get A Vision Screening Annually

« a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay
at one of 50 locations

(‘ Heritage
‘ for tthIi_l'%d
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( ...tracks around the Christmas tree.
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( We love wind-up toys and train...

yt{ i ;o www.readingclubfun.com
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~— Do you write to Santa Claus or visit him to tell \eter 4 0
him what you would like for Christmas? What is the 8 | 10
special toy that you have your eye on? 9 11
Choo! Choooo! Trains run around the ‘ah
bottom of Christmas trees. Reindeer 16 5\3‘98 i tops
have red, blinking noses. Christmas - tar 9hts
toys can bring lots of joy, especially cookies . 15 [ 20 -
\when shared with others. ed fairy 18 19
Read the clues to fill in 14 17 21
. \S . ]
:Ifiecgrossword puzzle: Cog/ o5 caro train
2. to Santa i K il e
3. bell caves | o« 28| |
4. gingerbread | 26
5. tin
6. over a fireplace ngnog R
7. long wooden cocoa S8
8. Sugar Plum 16. rocking hobby 23. spinning
9. Model under the tree  17. steaming hot 24. North
10. ballet 18. hat: 25. holiday drink, ‘
11. on the shelf red with white fur 26. Sugary with fun shapes .
12. holiday 19. crunchy , Santa’s favorite drink \)\G(ao‘l\e
13. pull Santa’s sleigh 20. singing i cubes for the reindeer
14. for naughty kids 21. gliding downhill : on the top of the tree Qoyy
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Do you recall the most famous of all?

I originally wrote this col-
umn in 2011 but this year, as
over the past few years, as
I was struggling with what
would be appropriate to write
about I took the time to re-
read several of my previous
columns and felt there was no
way [ could say it better es-
pecially since one of my all-
time favorite Christmases is
the Christmas of 1972 that is
mentioned in this column and
I know my Dad would under-
stand (it’s the holidays and al-
though dad has been gone for
over 13 years I still miss him
and his love for the holidays)
because he too loved that
Christmas and would often
mentioned it whether we were
talking about funny or serious
Christmas happenings.

Enough of that. So without
any further ado here again is
the 2011 column, updated to
reflect today

Every year | feel the urge
to try and write something
profound around the holi-
days. An effort that at times
has proven to be both futile
and, at the risk of sounding
egotistical, successful.

As 1 sat contemplating
what astounding prose [ could
put to the page I began to
think of would be the perfect

Christmas. Had it happened
already or was that favorite
yuletide memory still await-
ing me?

I began to try and recall
my most favorite Christmas
of all and it was almost im-
possible for me to label any
one of the 64 holidays as my
“favorite”. Oh yeah there are
ones that stand out but as the
years have gone by the pages
of these memories have yel-
lowed and began to curl on
the edges.

I do believe that Hallmark
has it right with the choosing
of'a special ornament for each
Christmas because after all
that is what each Christmas
is, another special ornament
hung on the Christmas tree of
life for us to enjoy forever.

Yes some will be brighter
and more vivid than others
and there will be the ones that
bring both tears of happiness
and sorrow to your eyes but
that is the journey of life. As
I sat and reminisced through
the ornaments adorning my
tree there were several times
that stood out, those Hallmark
moments if you will.

I related one such instance
recently to a friend of mine in
Portland and here is how the
story goes,.

Area Prep Sports
Scoreboard

DECEMBER 15
Riddle 62
Alsea 47

December 16
Oakland 55
Days Creek 18

DECEMBER 18
Days Creek 58
Griswold 40

Dhiloquin 65
Glendale 56

DECEMBER 19
Harrisburg 53
South Umpqua 45

Gold Beach 56
Riddle 46

Pilot Rock 57
Days Creek 54

Siuslaw 89
Glendale 44

DECEMBER 20
South Umpqua 79
La Pine 46

Riddle 63
Glendale 40

Days Creek 60
Nixyaawii 52

Girls Basketball
DECEMBER 15

Alsea 48

Riddle 16

December 16
Oakland 62
Days Creek 27

DECEMBER 18
Days Creek 36
Griswold 26

Chiloquin 53
Glendale 45

DECEMBER 19
Harrisburg 59
South Umpqua 19

Siuslaw 52
Riddle 15

Pilot Rock 62
Days Creek 21

DECEMBER 20
La Pine
South Umpqua

Riddle 32
Pacific 31

Nixyaawii 50
Days Creek 38

SOoUTH DOUGLAS
COUNTY SPORTS
CALENDAR

BoyYs BASKETBALL
Tuesday, December 30
Riddle at Glide, 7 p.m.
Glendale at Prospect, 7 p.m.

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Tuesday, December 30
Riddle at Glide, 5:30 p.m.

Glendale at Prospect, 5:30 p.m.

WRESTLING
Tuesday, December 30
South Umpqua, Glendale, Riddle at Shamrock
Invitational, Riddle, 10 a.m.

I think I was either nine or
10 and I got a bow and arrow
set for Christmas. I took a
once-in-a-lifetime shot with
it at a bird in the top of a tree
some 30 yards away. I hit it.
I was so proud and thought
everyone else would be too.
When I showed my mom I
lost my bow for two weeks.

One from my childhood
that I will never forget is the
Great Adventure of 1972.
Earlier that year my father
had taken a job in Alaska and
in March we joined him. We
left everything that was com-
fortable and familiar, friends,
school every element of my
young life that I had always
known. Come Christmas
mom and dad decided that we
would spend it with our dear
friends from Oregon, who
had also moved. We were go-
ing to Canada!

This meant a ferry ride
from Ketchikan to Prince
Rupert, British Columbia,
and then a train ride to Prince
George. It was first time on
both these modes of trans-
portation. What an adventure
for a boy of almost 12 and the
best part was at the end of the
journey were our good friends
the Hunter family. Familiar
faces and loved ones. I don’t
remember what presents were
exchanged that year without
looking at old photographs
but that ornament hangs high
on my tree, especially now
as one of those dear friends,
Shirlee, has passed on.

The ornaments don’t al-
ways have to be that silver
bell from Macy’s. They are
in and of themselves priceless
in the memory that they hold
such as the one of 1980 that
adorns my tree.

It was mine and Karrie’s
first Christmas as a married
couple. We were in fact still
newlyweds with only a month
of marriage under our belts.

Young, away from home
and flat broke we enjoyed
a Christmas dinner of Bee-
nie Weenies huddled next to
the propane driven oven in a
electricity-free trailer, but we
didn’t care because we had
each other. That is another

ornament that hangs high on
my tree because it was so
memorable and I do believe
an epiphany of sorts.

I swore that no matter what
ever happened in this life my
children would never have to
experience Christmas in this
fashion because after all in
reality that is what the season
is about is children.

Another ornament that sits
high on my tree came just
one year later with the birth
of our son just 26 days be-
fore Christmas and because
of many contributing factors
I was able to return from
Germany and spent that first
Christmas with my wife and
newborn child.

I do remember that I ran
right out and bought him an
electric race car and track set
because | knew that was ex-
actly what I, ah I mean, he
wanted and eventually he did
get the opportunity to play
with it.

The years began to drift
away and each ornament was
hung on the tree with love
and care. Each one had sig-
nificance even if not vivid-
ly recalled but as I hastened

toward the “Golden Years”
those ornaments began to take
on more meaning or maybe
they were just easier to recall
like in 2000 when we became
grandparents for the first time
just 12 days before Christ-
mas and the joy of being able
to spend that first Christmas
with our mother (Karrie’s
mom) our son and our grand-
daughter was priceless.

That ornament hangs high
on the tree too.

Then came 2006! Double
Trouble! The twins, Reo and
Rory, born just one week be-
fore Christmas.

What better gift could one
receive than the gift of life.

We have had the joy of
watching them grow each
and every day of their young
lives and become the young
men that they are today and
we wouldn’t trade it for the
world. I would have to place
this ornament atop the tree.

A star with the ability to
hang additional charms upon
as each year passes with this
year adding the charm of high
school graduation.

I’'m sure that there will
be many more ornaments to

hang upon my Christmas tree
of life and I’m also sure that
some more of those that al-
ready adorn the tree will be-
gin to yellow with each pass-
ing year but the point is to
remember each one for what
it was.

Life is very fleeting and
these moments of time that
we capture with the cognitive
camera are what makes us
who we are.

So as you and yours gath-
er this year to celebrate the
holiday try to recall the most
famous of all as you hang an-
other ornament on the tree.

I know that this Christmas
may be one that many of us
may want to forget, but then
again it may be an ornament
that hangs high on the tree be-
cause of the simple pleasures
that we have come to know
and enjoy.

Who knows this could be
the Christmas that takes top
billing and takes its place atop
your tree.

Whatever the case may
you and yours have a wonder-
ful and safe holiday and may
we all remember what Christ-
mas means.

DCSO to participate in enhanced DUII patrols during holidays

DOUGLAS COUNTY
— This holiday season, the
Douglas County Sheriff’s
Office is partnering with the
U.S. Department of Trans-
portation’s National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA) and Oregon Impact
(OI) to share the message
about the dangers of drunk
driving. The Sheriff’s Office,
NHTSA and OI want all driv-
ers to remember this lifesav-
ing message: Drive Sober
or Get Pulled Over. Drivers
will see officers working to-
gether December 10, through
January 1, 2026, to take drunk
drivers off the roads. Deputies
will specifically work over-
time during the enforcement
period with a focus of identi-
fying and stopping impaired
drivers. Funding for the en-
forcement is made possible
through DUII enforcement
grant dollars.

According to the Oregon
Department of Transporta-
tion (ODOT), pre-pandem-
ic (2020) an average of 448
deaths and 1,739 serious
injury crashes occurred on
Oregon roadways. Accord-
ing to a June 2025 update
by ODOT, post-pandemic
numbers between 2021 and
2023 were alarming. Be-
tween the years 2021-2023,

there were 1,789 deaths and
9,517 serious injuries re-
ported. That is a 33% and
82% increase, respectively.
On average, one person was
killed in a drunk driving crash
every 45 minutes in 2020.
This is why the Sheriff’s Of-
fice is working together with
NHTSA and OI to remind
drivers that drunk driving is
not only illegal, but also a
matter of life and death.

“It’s so important that
drivers act responsibly, and
that includes refraining from
impaired driving,” said Un-
dersheriff Brad O’Dell. “The
holidays are a special time of
year for many, and we want
our community members to
enjoy this season. We need
commitment from drivers
that they’ll keep the roads
free of drunk drivers so that
everyone can have a safe hol-
iday. This enforcement period
allows us to get the message
out that drunk driving is il-
legal and will not be tolerat-
ed. Help us put an end to this
senseless behavior,” he said.
The Douglas County Sher-
iff’s Office, NHTSA and OI
are reminding citizens of the
many resources available to
get them home safely. “Drunk
driving is not acceptable be-
havior,” said Undersheriff

O’Dell. “It is essential to plan
a sober ride home before you
ever leave for the party. There
are too many options to get
home safely. There are just no
excuses for drunk driving,”
he said.

The Sheriff’s Office rec-
ommends these safe alterna-
tives to drinking and driving:
Remember that it is never
okay to drink and drive. Even
if you’ve had only one alco-
holic beverage. Designate a
sober driver or plan to use a
ride service, or call a taxi or
a sober friend to get home
safely.

If you see a drunk driver
on the road, report them to
law enforcement.

This behavior could in-
clude swerving in the lane,
inconsistent speeds, quick
braking, excessive speeds,
careless driving and many
others.

Take the keys away from
friends and family who are
about to drive under the influ-
ence and make a plan to get
them home safely. It may hurt
their feelings, but it will like-
ly save a life.

For more information
about the Drive Sober or Get
Pulled Over enforcement pe-
riod, visit www.nhtsa.gov/
risky-driving/drunk-driving.

Myrtle Creek Police Logs

Unlawful Use of a Vehicle
(UUV)

12/1/2025 - 0100

800 block Bond St.

2009 Mazda

On the listed date and time
at the listed location vic-
tim called Douglas County
Emergency Center (DCEC)
to report her vehicle had
been taken sometime after
2100 hours. Officer had the
vehicle entered in LEDS.
Later that morning the ve-
hicle was returned by a
subject the victim knew
and she declined to pursue
charges.

Report Taken

Trespass

12/1/2025 - 0949

340 N Main St. - N Main Mini
Mart

Subject was at the mini mart
panhandling and acting ag-
gressive. Staff wanted him
trespassed. Officers locat-
ed him on Main Street and
he was trespassed from the
store and property.

Log Info

Disturbance

12/1/2025 - 1205

Evergreen Park

Two subjects got into an
argument regarding a cus-

tody dispute at the park in
front of their three small
children that ended up with
subjects shoving each oth-
er.

Report Taken

Found Dog

12/3/2025 - 1200

N. Old Pacific Highway and
Carte Lane

A German shepherd was
found running in the middle
of North Old Pacific near
Carte Lane. The dog was
placed in the kennels then
the owner picked it up later
the same day.

Log Info

Attempt to Elude - Vehicle
12/3/2025 - 2128

Main/3rd Ave

Attempt to Elude / Reck-
less Driving / Probation/Pa-
role Violation (PV) / Driving
While Suspended-Misde-
meanor (DWS-M)

1999 Black Jeep

Attempted to stop vehicle
for multiple traffic viola-
tions. Vehicle attempted
to elude on Dole Road.
Douglas County Sheriff’s
Office (DSCO) was able
to successfully spike the
vehicle near Dole/Clarks
Branch. The Jeep even-

tually came to a stop near
Richardson Rd / Clarks
Branch. The driver was ar-
rested, and later admitted
to swallowing methamphet-
amine. While on scene his
health declined and he was
transported to Mercy. Once
at Mercy he had to be re-
strained and sedated (pos-
sible excited delirium).

Ongoing investigation.

Disturbance

12/5/2025 - 1740

100 block NE Darcie Way
Subject was at above list-
ed address and causing a
disturbance. He was high-
ly intoxicated and trying to
start a physical altercation.
Officer advised him he was
trespassed from the prop-
erty prior to leaving.
Trespassed

Trespass

12/6/2025 - 0515

100 block NE Darcie Way
Arrested--Scott, Michael
Aaron, 42, of Florence
Trespass |, Criminal Mis-
chief I

Scott was trespassed from
the residence by Myrtle
Creek Police Department
(MCPD) last night. This
morning, the homeowner

found he had broken into
the garage and was sleep-
ing inside. Officers arrived
and confirmed that Scott
had been trespassed. He
was taken into custody and
lodged at Douglas County
Corrections (DCC) without
incident.

Cleared By Arrest (CBA)

Non-Injury Accident
12/7/2025 - 0916

1800 block North Myrtle
Road

2002 Jeep Liberty

Subject was driving into
town on North Myrtle when
a fox ran out in front of her.
She swerved just enough
to get her right side into
the soft shoulder and ditch
line, which drug her all the
way into the ditch. There
was significant damage to
the underside and tires.
Bills Towing responded to
remove the vehicle.

Report Taken

Dog Bite

12/7/2025 - 1136

Chestnut and Bond
Subject said that 3 nights
ago she was walking from
Chestnut onto Bond when a
brown pit bull bit her hand.
Report Taken
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South Umpqua FFA partners with Food for All to support local families

By Justin Hulse
South Umpqua School
District Agricultural
Science teacher & FFA
aavisor

The South Umpqua FFA
Chapter is proud to partner
with the Food for All program
to support students and fami-
lies in our community during
the holiday season. Through
student leadership, service
learning and collaboration,
this project highlights the
power of agricultural educa-
tion to meet real community
needs.

Food For All is a stu-
dent-led food distribution
program founded in 1997 by
Kirk “Hutch” Hutchinson, di-
rector of Food for All, along-
side Dan Dugan, now super-
intendent of the Perrydale
School District. What began
as a friendly competition be-
tween two agricultural ad-

commumty Taking place just

visors has grown into one of
Oregon’s most impactful food
distribution initiatives.

“This project has a positive
impact on both our school
and our community, and it
truly represents what our
FFA chapter stands for,” said
Madeline Gosselin, South
Umpqua FFA Chapter pres-
ident. “It shows how South
Umpqua FFA is committed to
service, leadership, and sup-
porting those around us.”

This year marks the
first time South Umpqua
High School and the South
Umpqua FFA Chapter have
participated in the Food for
All program. We are incredi-
bly grateful for the opportuni-
ty to be part of such a mean-
ingful initiative and sincerely
appreciate Food for All and
the Perrydale FFA Chapter
for including our school and

before winter break, a time
when many families expe-
rience increased need, this
endeavor provide comfort,
nourishment and reassurance
to those who need it most.

On December 12 South
Umpqua High School re-
ceived a large donation of
fresh produce from the Perry-
dale FFA Chapter. The dona-
tion, delivered by Kirk Fair-
child, an agricultural teacher
at Perrydale and a former
Food for All student, included
approximately 2,000 pounds
of produce such as apples,
pears, potatoes, onions and
carrots. The primary goal
of this project is to support
South Umpqua student fam-
ilies with food distribution
scheduled prior to the winter
break.

South  Umpqua  High
School Principal, Carl Simp-
son emphasized the impact of

Lo
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Douglas County Mail Courtesy photo by Jason Hulse
South Umpqua FFA students partnered with students from the Life Connections (DLC)
program to unpack, sort and individually bag produce to give to families.

GIFTS:

Continued from Page 1

Sutherlin/Oakland Emergen-
cy Pantry, “But fortunately
we have the Cow Creek Tribe
helping every year to get us
through these ordeals. With-
out them it would be a mess.
We really appreciate the Tribe
and the other foundations
that support us, and we can
only hope we begin to see the
numbers go down.”

Thursday’s donations re-
flect the Cow Creek Umpqua
Tribe’s ongoing commitment
to addressing food insecuri-
ty and supporting the health
and wellbeing of all Douglas
County families.

“I just want to thank [the
Cow Creek Umpqua Tribe]
for the compassion and the
kindness because this will

Douglas county Mail phoo by Bob Chaney, Sr.

the partnership.

“This is an incredible op-
portunity for our students to
serve and for families to re-
ceive much-needed support,”
he said. “We are grateful to
Perrydale FFA for reaching
out and allowing us to mod-
el our program after theirs,
which distributes approxi-
mately 350,000 pounds of
food each December.”

South Umpqua FFA stu-
dents partnered with students
from the Life Connections
(DLC) program to unpack,
sort and individually bag the
produce for distribution. This
inclusive collaboration pro-
vided meaningful, hands-on
learning experiences while
emphasizing teamwork, com-

munication,  responsibility
and service.
“Inclusion  opportunities

like this are incredibly valu-
able,” said Lori Risner, Life
Connections Teacher and
Food Science and Culinary
Arts co-teacher. “They pro-
vide authentic, hands-on ex-
periences that help students
collaborate and recognize one
another’s strengths.”
Students from multiple
programs volunteered their
time to ensure families in

need would receive fresh,
nutritious food. For many
FFA members, the project
was also a meaningful way
to give back to a community
that continually supports their
work.

“This project is a meaning-
ful way for our FFA chapter to
give back to the community
that continually supports our
program,” said Grace Shad-
bolt, South Umpqua FFA
Chapter treasurer. “When
we are bagging the produce,
we’re not just packaging
food—we’re packaging hope
for families in our communi-
ty.”

For advisors, the project
served as a powerful exam-
ple of learning through ser-
vice. “This project provides a
powerful opportunity for stu-
dents to learn responsibility,
compassion and the impor-
tance of giving back,” said
Kyle Huntley, Agricultural
Mechanics teacher and FFA
advisor. “By working togeth-
er to support local families,
students see firsthand what it
takes to serve their commu-
nity and build strong, lasting
relationships.”

The FFA motto—Learning
to Do, Doing to Learn, Earn-

ing to Live, Living to Serve—
is fully brought to life through
this Food for All partnership.
Our FFA and Life Connec-
tions students gained valuable
skills in teamwork, responsi-
bility and leadership while
truly living to serve those
around them. I am incredi-
bly proud of our students and
grateful for this meaningful
learning opportunity.

The South Umpqua FFA
Chapter extends  sincere
thanks to the organizations
and individuals whose gen-
erosity made this project
possible, including Caruso
Produce, Inc.; Mt. Adams
Fruit; United Salad Co.; Kirk
Hutchinson, Founder and
Director of Food for All; the
Perrydale FFA Chapter; Gro-
cery Outlet of Myrtle Creek;
and Ray’s Food Place of Myr-
tle Creek. This commitment
to supporting students, agri-
culture and families experi-
encing food insecurity plays
a vital role in the success of
the Food for All program. Be-
cause of this support, fresh,
nutritious produce is reaching
families in need while pro-
viding meaningful leadership
and service-learning opportu-
nities for students.

When I was elected as
mayor in November of
2022 and took office in
January of 2023, Canyon-
ville hadn’t had any kind of
goal setting workshops in
at least 17 years or maybe
never. Setting and achiev-
ing goals is paramount in
city government so | pro-
posed to Council that we do
a workshop/idea exchange
and they agreed. 2025
was a great year for Can-
yonville. The much-need-
ed Douglas County Safe
Routes to School project is
complete. What a change
this is for our town. Change
is difficult for many but
we’ll get past it as we uti-
lize the sidewalks, cross-
walks with lights and new
storm drainage as well as
water line improvements.
This project allowed Can-
yonville to tie-in with the
Douglas  County street
project to do storm drain-
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tackled the infamous “brown
building” using our Danger-
ous Building ordinance. What
a process! We found out how
difficult it is to have people
removed according to the law
which has this whole thing
currently at the Circuit Court
level. Our goal is to demol-
ish the two buildings on this
tax lot and remove everything
thereto.

Other goals met in 2025 in-
clude City Hall improvements
of new exterior paint, locking
bulletin board, replacement
of boarded up openings with
windows, striping the parking
lot, interior window shades,
installation from Energy Trust
of Oregon of LED lighting,
security cameras and a com-
plete overhaul of the city’s
website. In Public Works, a
true superintendent was hired
in August boosting the work-
flow and productivity of our
employees. We see this pos-
itive difference all around

beautiful Pioneer Park,
city-wide leaf pick up pro-
gram, and the list goes on.
With so many goals accom-
plished (too many to list
here!), it’s time to review,
reassess, and develop new
goals! The City Council is
hosting a goal setting work-
shop January 29, 2026, 7
p.m. in Council Chambers.
The public is encouraged to
attend and share their ideas
with the Council.

Due to the Martin Lu-
ther King holiday, the usual
3rd Monday of the month
council meeting is moved
to Tuesday, January 20,
2026. TI'll be giving the
State of the City address at
that time and as always, the
public is invited.

And never forget, Jesus
is the reason for the season.
Merry Christmas and Hap-
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