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Announcement to our readers
For many years, our newspaper, The Douglas County Mail,  has been 

dedicated to providing trustworthy local news, thoughtful storytelling, 
and a reliable voice for our community. We remain committed to that 
mission. However, we must also adapt to the realities facing the jour-
nalism industry today.

Like many publications across the country, we have experienced de-
clining advertising revenues, a primary source of funding for our news-
room. At the same time, printing and postage costs have continued to 
rise sharply, making weekly physical production increasingly unsus-
tainable.

After careful consideration, and in order to preserve the quality of 
our reporting and ensure the long-term stability of our publication, if we 
cannot secure some significant additional advertisers, we will be tran-
sitioning to a fully virtual, digital-only platform as of January 1, 2026.

This change will allow us to continue delivering the news you rely 
on—more quickly, more efficiently, and without the financial strain that 
print distribution now imposes. Our digital edition will include all the 
content you’ve come to expect, with additional features made possible 
by an online format.

We understand this is a significant shift, and we deeply appreciate 
your support and understanding as we take this necessary step. Our 
commitment to serving our readers remains stronger than ever, and we 
look forward to continuing that service in our new digital home.

Thank you for being part of our community.

Sheriff asking for public’s help
DOUGLAS COUNTY -- The Douglas County Sheriff’s Of-

fice is seeking public assistance in locating a missing Christ-
mas Valley man after his vehicle was found in the Elliott State 
Forest. On Sunday, November 30, deputies responded to a re-
port of a white 2002 Ford utility pickup found unoccupied by 
hunters on an unmaintained roadway in the Elliott State Forest 
near Loon Lake. Deputies identified the vehicle as belonging 
to 61-year-old Robert Cotter of Christmas Valley, Oregon. 

Cotter, who operates the business Robert C Handyman & 
Paint, had been providing handyman services to clients in the 
Reedsport and Elkton communities in Douglas County. He 
was last seen captured on security footage at a gas station in 
Christmas Valley on Sunday, November 2. 

The Sheriff’s Office is asking anyone who may have seen 
Cotter or his vehicle since November 2 to come forward. Any-
one with information can contact the Douglas County Sheriff’s 
Office at (541) 440-4471 and reference case number 25-4113.

Tree decorating rescheduled
MYRTLE CREEK — The annual decorating of the Myr-

tle Creek City Christmas Tree by Myrtle Creek Elementary 
School, K-5th grade students has been rescheduled to this Fri-
day, December 12, due to inclement weather on December 5.

All lit up

Douglas County Mail photo by Bob Chaney, Sr.
The City of Myrtle Creek Christmas tree came to light Saturday, December 6, as the centerpiece of the 19th 
annual Grand Illumination. City officials and staff handed out cookies, hot chocolate and coffee and follow-
ing the lighting of the tree Santa made an appearance. This year the city again decided to close off Second 
Avenue between Main and Oak streets to allow for a safe corridor for citizens to view the lighting. It was 
also better for handing out the refreshments. See more photos of the event on Page 11.

Saturday, December 13, 5:30 p.m.
Myrtle Creek Community Center 

Come enjoy the 32nd Annual DR Johnson Memorial Timber Truckers’ Light Parade

Winter Festival Chili Feed

Missing woman found deceased 
ROSEBURG -- On Thursday, December 4, at approximate-

ly 11:20 a.m. Douglas  County  Search and Rescue located 
Lori Sharman deceased while conducting a follow up search. 
Deputies confirmed her death and have notified her next of 
kin.

The Douglas County Medical Examiner’s Of-
fice has been notified and is investigating the death. 
There are no indications of foul play at this time. 
The Sheriff’s Office would like to thank the many volunteers 
and community members for their efforts in trying to locate 
Lori. The men and women of the Sheriff’s Office extend their 
deepest sympathies to Lori’s family.

Commissioners issue 
proclamation for Wreaths 
Across America Day

DOUGLAS COUNTY -– The 
Douglas County Commission-
ers Tim Freeman, Tom Kress, and 
Chris Boice issued a proclamation 
Wednesday, December 3, at the 
weekly business meeting calling 
upon all citizens of Douglas County 
to observe Wreaths Across America 
Day, in celebration of the Annual 
Wreaths Across America (WAA) 
event taking place on Saturday, De-
cember 13.  The mission of Wreaths 
Across America is to “REMEMBER 
the Fallen, HONOR Those Who 
Serve and TEACH Our Children the 
Value of Freedom” with the laying 
of remembrance Christmas wreaths 
on veterans’ graves on the second 
or third Saturday of December each 
year.   The Commissioners are hon-
ored to support the National Wreaths 
Across America  event, especially 
the efforts of the local community in 
placing wreaths on veterans’ graves 
at the Roseburg National Cemetery. 

“Wreaths Across America has 
been a joy for me to be able to par-
ticipate in and something I look for-
ward to every year.  It has grown into 
a community effort, which is great.  

And it is something we all take an 
immense amount of pride in doing.  
It’s an honor for me to have the op-
portunity to start with the reading of 
our Wreaths Across America procla-
mation. All of the people that helped 
last year were absolutely instru-
mental in making the event operate 
smoothly.   And every one of them 
that we have called to help this year 
said yes, again. We could not have 
been able to accomplish our goals 
without the community support that 
we have here in Douglas County!” – 
Commissioner Boice

The proclamation was presented 
by Commissioner Boice, on behalf 
of the Board and acknowledged, 
“we  recognize that the mission of 
Wreaths Across America is to Re-
member, Honor, Teach.  “REMEM-
BER the fallen. HONOR those who 
serve. TEACH the next generation 
the value of freedom”.   The 2025 
Wreaths Across America theme 
is LIVE WITH PURPOSE.   This 
year’s local ceremony honors the 
legacy of United States Air Force 
Veteran, John Pierson, whose pas-
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Douglas County Mail photos by Reo Chaney and Bob Chaney, Sr.
Friday, December 5, Days Creek hosted their own tournament. In the opener the girls 
took on South Umpqua JV and won 42-11 while the boys fell to Country Christian 49-35. 
(TOP LEFT)  Days Creek’s Mackenzie Davison (#15) put up a baseline shot. (TOP CEN-
TER) The Wolves’ Jazmin Estrada (#1) drives the lane for two. (TOP RIGHT) Days Creek’s 
Cam Stufflebeam (#11) goes to a finger roll underneath the Country Christian defender. 
(MIDDLE LEFT) Wolves’ senior guard Xane Hopkins (#10) lays one in off the backboard. 
(MIDDLE CENTER) Days Creek’s Clara Crume (#10) puts one up point blank for two. 
(MIDDLE RIGHT) The Wolves’ Ellie Halstead (#12) drives the lane and puts up a running 
shot. (LOWER LEFT) Days Creek post Daniel Brown (#50) skies to put one up over the 
Country Christian defense. (BOTTOM LEFT) Days Creek’s Maggie Brown (#14) battles 
down low and puts up a jumper point blank against the South Umpqua defender.
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sion project to ensure every 
veteran’s grave at the Rose-
burg National Cemetery re-
ceives a wreath every Decem-
ber ignited a local movement. 
In his memory, the 2025 lo-
cal event has been officially 
named the John Pierson Me-
morial Wreaths Across Amer-
ica Event”  

Following the reading 
of the proclamation a video 
from the national Wreaths 
Across America nonprof-
it organization was played.  
The video explains why the 
wreath is a symbol of honor, 
respect and victory. Visit the 
following link to watch the 
video:  What is a Veteran’s 
Wreath? | Wreaths Across 
America Veterans’ Wreaths.  
Additionally, a copy of the 
proclamation presentation 
can be found on the Douglas 
County Government Face-
book page at  https://www.
facebook.com/DouglasCoun-
tyeGovernment.

Commissioner Boice ac-
knowledged the generous 
support of  local sponsors 
who have made the purchas-
ing and laying of our 7,000 
wreaths an annual tradition 
and legacy project in Rose-
burg.   He then presented the 
attending title sponsors with 
a photo book from the 2024 
Douglas County Wreaths 
Across America Event and 
a specially designed Doug-
las County Wreaths Across 
America coin.   WAA Spon-
sors attending: Toby Luther, 
Lone Rock Resources; Denny 
Austin, Roseburg School Dis-
trict; Garrett Hanna, Timber 
Country Coca-Cola; Jamie 
Stweart, Roseburg Disposal; 
Tammy Turner (US Air Force 
veteran); Ben Cooper, Rom-

tec; Mark Tsuchiya, Sarah 
Holborow, and Daleen Thom-
as, AVIVA Health; and Sarah 
Pytalski, Ford Family Foun-
dation.   He then presented 
proclamation certificates to 
Douglas County WAA loca-
tion coordinators, himself and 
Shelley Johnson (Roseburg 
Sea Cadets); Dougals County 
WAA Committee - Commis-
sioner Chris Boice, Shelley 
Johnson, Kellie Trenkle, Ta-
mara Howell, Dan Loomis, 
and Eric Bagwell; Douglas 
County WAA event partici-
pants: Vietnam Veterans of 
America – Umpqua Valley 
Chapter #805, Heidi Wood, 
Ron Dukes, Douglas Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office, Sheriff 
John Hanlin, Undersheriff 
Brad O’Dell, Douglas County 
Sheriff’s Office Honor Guard, 
Roger Boucock, Dan Loomis, 
and Commissioner Tim Free-
man. 

After the certificate pre-
sentation, a special 2024 
commemorative headstone 
honoring John Pierson was 
presented to his brother, Rex 
Pierson. 

The proclamation present-
ed today is a reminder that the 
freedoms and liberties we en-
joy as Americans owe a debt 
of gratitude to the courageous 
men and women who have 
and currently serve the nation 
in all branches of the United 
States Armed Forces, includ-
ing the reserves.  

Today and every day, they 
especially encourage citizens 
to support veterans and the lo-
cal Wreaths Across America 
effort to honor veterans. 

For more information 
about Wreaths Across Amer-
ica, log onto the  Wreaths 
Across America ‘s website 
here.

“I have had the honor to at-
tend almost every one of the 
Wreaths laying events here in 
Roseburg over the years.   As 
Commissioner Boice men-
tioned, they are meaningful.  
One of the most important 
things with Wreaths Across 
America is the mission to 
Remember, Honor and Teach 
- by remembering the fallen, 
honoring those who served 
and teaching the next gener-
ation the value of freedom.  I 
think it’s also important for 
us to remember the veterans 
who are with us still and the 
sacrifices they have made. It’s 
important to honor veterans 
every single day and to teach 
the next generation to find 
and seek out those veterans 
that are still with us to learn 
from them, listen to their 
stories, and gain knowledge 
from them,”  said Commis-
sioner Freeman

The  John Pierson Memo-
rial Wreaths Across Ameri-
ca Event  will take place on 
Saturday, December 13, at 
the Roseburg National Ceme-
tery starting at 1:00 p.m.  The 
commissioners encourage 
you to join them in honoring 
veterans.   Sign up to volun-
teer or purchase a wreath for 
the 2026 ceremony at https://
www.wreathsacrossamerica.
org/pages/17097.

WREATHS:
Continued from Page 1

OHA urges vaccinations as flu activity 
rises, holidays approach  

PORTLAND -– As influ-
enza activity increases over 
the next two months before its 
expected peak in early spring, 
health officials urge every-
one to get their flu vaccine, 
particularly as people gather 
indoors to celebrate the holi-
days. 

So far, hospitalizations re-
main low. But the percentage 
of positive flu tests is on the 
rise.

“The flu season general-
ly continues into the spring, 
which means flu activity will 
continue to increase for many 
months,” said Howard Chiou, 
M.D., Ph.D., medical director 
for communicable diseases 
and immunizations at Ore-
gon Health Authority’s Public 
Health Division. “That’s why 
it’s never too late to get the flu 
vaccine.”

Chiou added that getting 
vaccinated now is especially 
important. “People will leave 
Thanksgiving, not only with 
leftovers, but also with the 
flu. It’s not too late to get your 
flu shot, especially before the 
upcoming holidays. The flu 

shot is the best way to help 
make sure you don’t miss out 
on holiday festivities or get 
other people sick.”

Last year’s flu season in 
Oregon was the worst in the 
state’s recent history. OHA 
releases the latest information 
on the flu season in its week-
ly  FluBites  report. Informa-
tion on flu activity can also be 
found on Oregon’s Respirato-
ry Virus Data dashboard.

Flu is a contagious, respi-
ratory tract infection caused 
by the influenza virus.

Symptoms can include 
fever, cough, sore throat, 
stuffy and runny nose, muscle 
aches, headache and fatigue. 
It can result in mild to severe 
illness, including hospitaliza-
tion and death.

The American Academy of 
Pediatrics (AAP), the Ameri-
can College of Obstetricians 
and Gynecologists (ACOG) 
and the American Academy 
of Family Physicians (AAFP) 
recommend seasonal flu vac-
cination for everyone ages 6 
months or older.

Nearly 1 million people 

in Oregon have been vacci-
nated so far this year, which 
is about 5% lower than at the 
same time last year. The flu 
vaccination rate has been in 
decline for several years.

Certain groups, including 
older adults, young children, 
pregnant people and people 
with certain health condi-
tions, are at higher risk for 
serious complications from 
influenza.

The hospitalization rate 
is highest for people ages 65 
and older, but flu seasons are 
unpredictable and even young 
and healthy people can devel-
op severe disease.

The best way people can 
protect themselves and others 
is by getting a flu vaccine ev-
ery year.

People can get the 
COVID-19, influenza and 
RSV vaccines by contacting 
their health plan, health care 
provider, county public health 
clinic or federally qualified 
health center. Parents and 
caregivers of children can also 
search for a clinic by calling 
211 or visiting 211info.org. 

Public Notices
PUBLIC MEETING

The Tri City Rural Fire District Board 
of Directors will hold its regular 
board meeting on Monday, Decem-
ber 17, 2025, at 7 p.m. at the Tri 
City Fire Hall, 140 S. Old Pacific 
Highway, Myrtle Creek, Oregon. 
The agenda is post at www.tcrf4.
org.

Published Thursday, December 11, 
2025, in The Douglas County Mail.

Boys Basketball
DECEMBER 3

Days Creek 60
Mohawk 21

Glendale 44
Sutherlin JV 30

South Umpqua 53
Myrtle Point 36

DECEMBER 4
Riddle 64
Chemewa 56

DECEMBER 5
Riddle 80
Prospect 58

South Umpqua 62
Bonanza 49

Country Christian 49
Days Creek 35

Riverside 82
Glendale 56

DECEMBER 6
Riddle 61
Southwest Christian 54

Days Creek 65
Crosspoint Christian 59

Brookings-Harbor 58
South Umpqua 42

Girls Basketball
DECEMBER 3

Mohawk 62
Days Creek 34

Sutherlin JV 38
Glendale 28

Myrtle Point 72
South Umpqua 27

DECEMBER 4
Chemewa 41
Riddle 26

DECEMBER 5
Days Creek 42
South Umpqua JV 11

Glendale 70
Riverside 7

Brookings-Harbor 67
South Umpqua 13

DECEMBER 6
Crosspoint Christian 54
Days Creek 18

Bandon JV 51
Riddle 13

Hidden Valley 63
South Umpqua 22

Boys Basketball
Thursday, December 11

Days Creek vs. Bandon, at 
Powers High School, 6 p.m.

Friday, December 12
South Umpqua vs. Glide, 

at Rogue River Classic, 6:30 p.m.
Riddle vs. Glendale, 

Cow Creek Classic at Riddle, 7:30 p.m.
Chiloquin at Days Creek, 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, December 13
South Umpqua vs. TBD 

at Rogue River Classic, TBD
Riddle vs. TBD at Cow Creek Classic, TBD

Glendale vs. TBD at Cow Creek Classic, TBD
Monday, December 15
Alsea at Riddle, 7 p.m.

Tuesday, December 16
Days Creek at Oakland, 7:30 p.m.

Girls Basketball
Thursday, December 11

Days Creek vs. Bandon JV, 
at Powers High School, 4:30 p.m.

Friday, December 12
Riddle vs. Glendale, 

Cow Creek Classic at Riddle, 6 p.m.
Chiloquin at Days Creek, 6 p.m.

Saturday, December 13
Riddle vs. TBD at Cow Creek Classic, TBD

Glendale vs. TBD at Cow Creek Classic, TBD
Monday, December 15

Alsea at Riddle, 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, December 16

Glendale at Bandon JV, 4:30 p.m.
Days Creek at Oakland, 6 p.m.

Wrestling
Friday and Saturday, December 12 and 13

South Umpqua at Coast Classic 
at North Bend, TBD

Lady Wolves blitz Lancers 
DAYS CREEK – The 

Days Creek girls basketball 
squad got it going early in 
their Invitational tournament 
Friday evening, December 5. 
The Wolves took on South 
Umpqua in the first round and 
lit up the scoreboard in the 
first quarter as they jumped 
out to a commanding 20-0 
lead after the first quarter and 
never looked back.

In the second quarter 
things slowed down a bit on 
the scoring side and first year 
Head Coach Rachel Matchett 
played her reserves most of 
the quarter.

Days Creek still took 
the quarter 6-2 with South 
Umpqua’s first points coming 

with two minutes left in the 
half to give the Wolves a 26-2 
halftime dvantage.

In the third the starters 
took over again as they scored 
in double digits, 12,  for the 
quarter while holding the 
Lancers to just four to build 
their lead to 38-6 after three 
frames.

In the fourth the Wolves 
again slowed down and even 
allowed South Umpqua to 
outscore them in the quarter, 
5-4, to bring the final tally to 
42-11.

Leading the way for the 
Wolves in scoring was fresh-
man Clara Crume who had 13 
points, seven rebounds, four 
assists, four block and five 

steals.
Sophomore Jazmin Estra-

da was also in double figures 
with 11 points. She also had 
five rebounds, two blocks and 
three steals. Mackenzie Da-
vison added eight points and 
eight boards along with four 
steals while Maggie Brown 
chipped in with eight points, 
seven caroms, three assists 
and three steals.

Against Crosspoint Chris-
tian on Saturday the Wolves 
fell 54-18. 

Leading the way for Days 
Creek was Brown with seven 
points and 11 rebounds. El-
lie Halstead added six points 
and five boards while Crume 
grabbed seven caroms.

Riddle 
remains 
undefeated

POWERS -- It may have 
taken them a extra frame to 
keep their undefeated record 
in tact but that’s just what the 
Riddle boys basketball squad 
did on Saturday evening, De-
cember 6, against Southwest 
Christian defeating them 62-
54 in overtime.

It might have never gotten 
to that point if not for a last 
second put back shot by Nick 
McKinney that fell through 
the net to tie the contest 52-
52.

In the overtime period it 
was all Riddle as they out-
scored Southwest Christian 
9-2 to take the 61-54 victory.

Leading the way for the 
Irish was Layton Lewis who 
poured in 26 points.

A quartet of Irish; Layton 
Rainwater, Stephen Nordyke, 
Rafeal Lopez and Solomon 
Rhea, all contributed eight 
points each.

McKinney had 11 re-
bounds, six asssits and three 
points.

The game was played at 
Powers High School.

This marked the third game 
in as many days for Riddle 
who earlier in the week de-
feated Chemewa 64-56 and 
Prospect 80-58.

Against Prospect Lew-
is scored  a career-high 29 
points while Rainwater and 
Kane Terry each had 10. 

Days Creek boys go 
1-1 in tournament 

DAYS CREEK -- The 
Days Creek boys basketball 
squad took one on the chin 
on Friday, Dec. 5, in the first 
round of their tournament.

The top-ranked Country 
Christian Cougars built a ear-
ly lead and beat the Wolves 
49-35.

Cam Stufflebeam led the 
Wolves with 16 points.

Days Creek bounced back 
on Saturday to beat the No. 3 
ranked Crosspoint Christian 
Warriors 65-59. Stufflebeam 
led the Wolves with 19 points 
and Xane Hopkins chipped in 
wuth 17. Daniel Brown post-
ed a double-double with 10 
points and 12 rebounds.
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Anna Lynn Rose, 58, of 
Myrtle Creek died Tuesday, 
December 2. Arrangements 
are pending at Mountain 
View Memorial Chapel of 
Myrtle Creek. 

Charles Fredeick Dehn, 
87, of Myrtle Creek died 
Saturday, November 29. Ar-
rangements are pending at 
Mountain View Memorial 
Chapel of Myrtle Creek. 

Mary Louise Dockery, 
89, of Myrtle Creek died 
Thursday, December 4. Ar-
rangements are pending at 
Mountain View Memorial 
Chapel of Myrtle Creek. 

Death Notices

Douglas County Mail Courtesy photo/Library of Congress
Brigadier General Charles F. Martin at the Citizens’ Military Training Camp, Camp Meade, 
Maryland, in 1922.  

Douglas County Mail Courtesy photo/Library of Congress
Brigadier General Charles F. Martin, with an unidentified junior officer, watches from a re-
viewing stand as “doughboys” march past at the Citizens’ Military Training Camp, Camp 
Meade, Maryland, in 1922.

Oregon’s own would-be fascist dictator: Gov. Charles Martin
By Finn J.D. John

Remember General Jack 
D. Ripper, the character from 
the 1964 movie “Dr. Stran-
gelove; or, How I Learned to 
Stop Worrying and Love the 
Bomb”? Can you imagine 
what might have happened 
if General Ripper had been 
elected governor?

For Oregonians, just a few 
years ago, it wouldn’t be too 
much of a stretch. In 1934, 
voters elected a retired major 
general named Charles Hen-
ry Martin — known to the 
soldiers assigned to his care 
during the First World War 
as “Old Iron Pants.” And al-
though Martin isn’t known 
to have gone on any anti-flu-
oridation rants or spluttered 
about “precious bodily flu-
ids,” his political style was 
more than a little reminiscent 
of Ripper’s … and, of course, 
it’s not a work of fiction.

“If things come to a cri-
sis,” he wrote to a sympa-
thetic fellow military man in 
1937, while discussing the 
likelihood of a Communist 
takeover in America, “there 
are enough strong men left in 
the country to handle it prop-
erly. … The Italians wouldn’t 
submit; they organized their 
blackshirts. The Germans 
wouldn’t submit, so they had 
their brownshirts and Hitler. I 
don’t believe Americans will 
submit.”

Left unmentioned in this 
remark was any suggestion 
for who might play the role of 
the American “strong man” 
analogous to Mussolini or 
Hitler, but it was clear that 
he felt himself to be up to the 
challenge.

Charles H. Martin stands 
athwart Oregon history like 
a cartoon supervillain, a larg-
er-than-life caricature of a 
would-be fascist dictator. He 
established his own forces 
of secret police; his agents 
infiltrated every leftist orga-
nization in the state with un-
dercover agents tasked with 
reporting, provoking, and oc-
casionally soliciting perjured 
testimony. He responded to at 
least one labor strike by de-
ploying the National Guard 
and State Police with orders 
to shoot to kill. And accord-
ing to historian Gary Murrell, 
he gave official support to a 
plan to euthanize 900 inmates 
at the Oregon State Institu-
tion for the Feeble-Minded as 
a cost-saving measure. These 
are just a handful of the most 
egregious things Martin is re-
membered for. 

On the other hand, we have 
him to thank for the feder-
al government’s decision to 
build the Bonneville Dam and 
establish the Bonneville Pow-
er Administration in 1934. 
Ironically, his attempts to re-
serve the benefits of Bonne-
ville for his plutocrat friends 
was a significant factor in his 
eventual downfall.

But Oregon, and America, 
would have to wait a long 
time for that downfall, and a 
lot of damage would get done 

before it happened.
Charles Henry Martin was 

born near the town of Gray-
ville, in southern Illinois, 
during the American Civ-
il War. He was the third of 
10 children, with two older 
brothers, and his father was 
determined that his oldest boy 
would pursue a military ca-
reer. Charles was happily pur-
suing his goal of becoming a 
gentleman-farmer and writer 
when the unthinkable hap-
pened: His two older brothers 
drowned in the Wabash River. 
One of them got in trouble, 
the other dove in to save him, 
and both perished. 

A titanic clash of wills en-
sued. But in the end, the old 
man had his way, and Charles 
reluctantly went off to West 
Point.

Charles had a rough time 
at West Point, characterized at 
first by extreme homesickness 
and misery, but he eventually 
graduated 19th in a class of 
65. He was assigned to an in-
fantry regiment stationed in 
Fort Vancouver, just across 
the river from Portland.

During the decade in 
which he was stationed in 
Vancouver, Martin put down 
roots in the Portland area. In 
1897, he married a Portland 
girl — Louise Jane Hughes, 
daughter of Portland attorney 
Ellis G. Hughes. 

The very next year, when 
the Spanish-American war 
broke out, the young officer 
— by now a captain — was 
sent to the Philippines to help 
organize, with the Filipino 
rebels, resistance to the Span-
ish. Shortly after that, when 
the Boxer Rebellion broke out 
in China, he was dispatched 
to China to help with that.

These operations — es-
pecially the experience in 
China, where the allied Eu-
ropean and American troops 
storming through the Chinese 
countryside looking for rebel-
ling “boxers” adopted a sort 
of “kill ‘em all and let God 
sort ‘em out” attitude — seem 
to have crystalized Martin’s 
attitudes toward members of 
other ethnic groups into frank 
disdain. In this he was hardly 
unique among imperial-age 
military men. When it’s one’s 
job to kill people, thinking 
of them as subhuman beasts 
to be eradicated rather than 
as brother men makes that 
job a lot more psychologi-
cally tolerable. And that kind 
of reductive, dehumanizing 
thinking can and did become 
a lifelong habit for an entire 
generation of British, French 
and American military men. 

Following the Boxer Re-
bellion, Martin returned to the 
states and served in various 
functions with great disci-
pline and competence, much 
of it in the Portland area. In 
1913, the Army lent him to 
the limping, ramshackle Or-
egon National Guard so that 
he might instill some proper 
military discipline into it. In 
1916 he was deployed to re-
inforce Gen. John Pershing in 
his operations against Poncho 
Villa in Mexico.

And then the U.S. entered 
the First World War.

Martin, by now a full-bird 
colonel, was temporarily pro-
moted to brigadier general 
and put in charge of training 
camps. It’s in this capacity 
that he earned the nickname 
“Iron pants.”

His success in breaking 
down recruits to build them 

back up as soldiers led to Mar-
tin being given a particularly 
noteworthy assignment near 
the end of the war — an as-
signment that would probably 
be the ugliest stain on his ca-
reer. The military authorities 
had a problem that they want-
ed his help with. It seemed 
that the African American 
soldiers who had signed up 
to go to France and fight had 
been treated as equals by the 
French, rather than as subhu-
mans. Despite increasingly 
desperate attempts by white 
officers to induce the French 
to adopt the proper attitude of 
arrogance and disdain toward 
them, the black doughboys 
were enjoying an unprece-
dented level of social freedom 
and acceptance. The worry 
was that they had gotten used 
to this, and would use their 
new status as war heroes to 
demand similar equality upon 
their return to the states.

What was needed, accord-
ing to military authorities, 
was a re-indoctrination clinic 
of sorts, under the guise of 
“training.” And who better to 
administer that training than 
old Iron Pants?

Martin himself had no 
use for blacks, opining many 
times that they were inferior 
in every way to himself and 
his white friends, and was 
thoroughly on board with 
the plan to “put them back in 
their place.” 

Thus did Charles Henry 
Martin, future governor of 
the state of Oregon, become 
the central figure in one of 
the most shameful events in 
American military history 
— the deliberate, systemat-
ic breaking of the spirit of 
an entire divisional cohort of 

American combat veterans 
and war heroes. 

The black veterans were 
given the most degrading 
duties Martin could find for 
them, including cleaning 
out toilet pits, burying rot-
ting corpses, and the kind of 
meaningless rock-breaking 
busywork one associates with 
prison chain gangs. They were 
worked all day and given no 
liberty to leave the camp. 
Meanwhile, Martin and his 
staff cultivated rumors back 
home that they had been run-
ning amok in France, raping 
French girls by the dozens, 
and Martin openly referred to 
them as the “rapist division.” 
(An investigation later re-
vealed that for the entire war, 
just two charges of rape were 
made against members of the 
division.)

It is worth noting that Mar-
tin, after the war, blamed the 
low status of this “training” 
assignment for the fact that his 
temporary promotion to gen-
eral was not made permanent 
after the war. Perhaps linger-
ing resentment of that belief 
is why, after the war, Martin 
filed a report that would be-
come the core of the U.S. Ar-
my’s policy on African Amer-
ican soldiers from the early 
1920s until the early years of 
the Second World War. It was 
designed to minimize blacks’ 
access to the kind of combat 
roles in which they might 

distinguish themselves as he-
roes, to avoid having black 
officers over the rank of first 
lieutenant, and most of all to 
ensure that no white soldier 
or officer ever had to take an 
order from any black man of 
any rank whatever.

Martin’s Army career 
ended with his retirement in 
1927. He left the Army a very 
different man than he had 
been when he entered it. A 
merciless disciplinarian with 
a worshipful attitude toward 
vested authority and a grow-
ing fear of communism, he 
was already starting to show 
signs of the Gen. Jack D. 
Ripper-style paranoia that his 
political career would reveal 
after his return to civilian life.

We’ll talk about that po-
litical career in next week’s 
column.

(Sources: Murrell, Gary. 
Iron Pants: Oregon’s Anti-
New-Deal Governor. Pull-
man, Wash.: WSU Press, 
2000; Murrell, Gary. “Hunt-
ing Reds in Oregon,” Oregon 
Historical Quarterly, winter 
1999)

Finn J.D. John teaches at 
Oregon State University and 
writes about odd tidbits of Or-
egon history. His most recent 
book, Bad Ideas and Horrible 
People of Old Oregon, pub-
lished by Ouragan House last 
year. To contact him or sug-
gest a topic: finn@offbeatore-
gon.com or 541-357-2222.

OWF urges drivers to 
watch for wildlife 

PORTLAND – As deer, 
elk, and other species begin 
their fall migration, the Or-
egon Wildlife Foundation 
(OWF) is reminding drivers 
to stay alert and help prevent 
wildlife-vehicle collisions.

Each year, an estimated 
5,000 large animals are struck 
and killed on Oregon roads, 
with peak collisions occur-
ring in October and Novem-
ber when animals migrate to 
lower elevations. 

Collisions not only threat-
en wildlife but also endanger 
motorists.

“Slowing down to admire 
the beauty of our changing 
seasons also lessens the like-
lihood of a collision with 
wildlife on the move this time 
of year,” said Tim Greseth, 
Executive Director of Or-
egon Wildlife Foundation. 
“Deer, elk and other wildlife 
are moving from their higher 
elevation summer range to 
where they’ll spend the win-
ter, which puts more of them 
on our highways and roads.”

Drivers can reduce their 
risk by slowing down at dawn 
and dusk, observing wildlife 
crossing caution signs, and 
avoiding sudden swerves. 

When one animal crosses, 
others may follow.

The Watch for Wildlife 
specialty license plate, in part, 
helps fund projects that make 
roads safer for both people 
and wildlife, undercrossings, 
overcrossings, and fencing. 
Proceeds from the sale and 
renewal of this plate support 
efforts to improve and restore 
habitat connectivity state-
wide.

“Not only is the Watch 
for Wildlife plate nice-look-
ing, but the money it raises 
helps reduce wildlife-vehi-
cle collisions throughout the 
year,” said Mo Montgomery, 
OWF External Communica-
tions Manager. “Plate hold-
ers should feel good know-
ing their license plate saves 
lives.”

Oregonians can order 
the Watch for Wildlife plate 
through the DMV or vis-
it  myowf.org/watchforwild-
life  to learn more about how 
plate sales fund critical hab-
itat connectivity projects 
throughout the state.

For more information on 
wildlife movement in Ore-
gon, visit  myowf.org/wildli-
femoves.
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CLASSIFIEDS WORK 
PLACE YOURS 

TODAY

Classified Advertisements
The Douglas County Mail 
Classified Advertisement

All Classifieds are PREPAID
Fill in your classified ad in the space below and mail it with payment 
in full to The Douglas County Mail, P.O. Box 729, Myrtle Creek, OR  
97457 or drop it by The Douglas County Mail office 325 NE First Av-
enue, Myrtle Creek, before Monday at 4 p.m. to have it included in 
Thursday’s edition. If you need additional space or want to run more 
than one advertisement please include a full copy of each ad on a 
separate piece of paper

30 WORDS OR LESS $10.00 
ALL ADDITIONAL WORDS ARE $.25 EACH  

1. _________________  2. _________________     3. _________________ 

4. _________________  5. _________________     6. _________________

7. _________________  8. _________________     9. _________________ 

10. _________________11. _________________   12. _________________  

13. _________________14. _________________   15. _________________

16. _________________17. _________________   18. _________________

19. _________________20. _________________   21. _________________      

22. _________________23. _________________   24. _________________

25. _________________26. _________________   27. _________________

28. _________________29. _________________   30. _________________      

STATEWIDE 
CLASSIFIEDS.

DIVORCE $130. Complete prepa-
ration. Includes children, custody, 
support, property and bills division. 
No court appearances. Divorced 
in 1-5 weeks possible. 503-772-
5295. www.paralegalalternatives.
com legalalt@msn.com.

:Switch and save up to $250/year 
on your talk, text and data. No con-
tract and no hidden fees. Unlimited 
talk and text with flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide coverage. 
100% U.S. based customer ser-
vice. For more information, call 
1-877-916-0803

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, 
Text and Data For Just $25/mo! 
The Power Of 3 5G Networks, One 
Low Price! 
Call Today and Get The Latest iP-
hone Every Year On Us! 844-955-
3417

FREE high speed internet for those 
that qualify. Government program 
for recipients of select programs 
incl. Medicaid, SNAP, Housing As-
sistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 
GB internet service. Bonus offer: 
Android tablet FREE with one-time 
$20 copay. Free shipping & han-
dling. Call Maxsip Telecom today! 
1-877-390-0458.

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  
Free Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 
80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus 
Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. 
Call Today! 1-866-373-9175.

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get 
your favorite live TV, sports and lo-
cal channels. 99% signal reliability! 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/mo for 
12 months. 

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a 
new, custom bath or shower in as 
little as one day. For a limited time, 
waiving ALL installation costs! (Addi-
tional terms apply. 
Subject to change and vary by deal-
er. (Offer ends 12/29/24.) Call 
1-855-341-5268.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 855-839-0752.

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-the-line instal-
lation and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-833-395-1433.

Stroke and Cardiovascular disease 

are leading causes of death, ac-
cording to the American Heart As-
sociation. Screenings can provide 
peace of mind or early detection! 
Contact Life Line Screening to 
schedule your screening. Special 
offer - 5 screenings for just $149. 
Call 1-844-655-0972.

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV 
and more to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle 
pickup and receive a top tax deduc-

HBO Max and Premium Channels 
included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) No annual 
contract, no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-855-
602-2009.

IWe Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! 
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy three step process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. 

Is 2024 your year? WeÂ’re here for it 
and here for you. Reach your goals 
this year with WeightWatchers. 
Get started with THREE months 
FREE, visit www.weightwatchersof-
fer.com/39.

Prepare for power outages today 
with a GENERAC home standby 
generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request 
a FREE Quote Â– Call now before 
the next power outage: 1-877-557-
1912.

$$PAYING TOP DOLLAR$$ For 
Sports Card Collections: Baseball, 
Basketball, Football, & Pokemon. 
Premium Paid for Vintage Pre 1980. 
Referral Bonuses Available. Call 
Corey 541-838-0364.

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages 
and power your home. Full instal-
lation services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request a FREE, 
no obligation, quote today. Call 
1-844-989-2328.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter es-
timate today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-855-536-8838.

Wesley Financial Group, LLC. 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts. 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free informational package and 

learn how to get rid of your time-
share! Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 844-487-
0221.

Call LeafGuard and say goodbye to 
gutter cleaning for good. No clean-
ing. No leaking. No water damage. 
No more ladder accidents. Get 
LeafGuard today and be protected 
for life. FREE estimate. Financing 
available. 20% off total purchase 
(Restrictions may apply.) Call 
1-844-345-1537.

The bathroom of your dreams in as 
little as 1 day. Limited Time Offer - 
$1000 off or No Payments and No 
Interest for 18 months for custom-
ers who qualify. 
BCI Bath & Shower. Many options 
available. Quality materials & pro-
fessional installation. Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts Available. Call To-
day! 1-844-847-9778.

tion! 
Call Veteran Car Donations at 
1-866-695-9265 today!

Get a break on your taxes! Donate 
your car, truck, or SUV to assist the 
blind and visually impaired. Arrange 
a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup and 
secure a generous tax credit for 
2025. 
Call Heritage for the Blind Today at 
1-844-533-9173 today!

&

Donate Your Car
Imagine the Di� erence You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible 
and the proceeds help provide services to 
help the blind and visually impaired.

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

a $200 restaurant 
voucher

✔ ✔ a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations

✔

Call 1-844-533-9173

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 877-557-1912 to 
schedule your free quote!

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

An Invitation To Worship

A guide to churches of south Douglas County

Tri-City 
Baptist Church

Rick Smith, Pastor 863-4742
158 SE Crest Dr, Myrtle Creek

Service Times Offered
Sunday Morning.Worship     11 am
 Sunday School 	  9:30 am
Sunday Ev. Adult Service         6 pm
Wed. Adult Bible Study           10 am

Church of the Nazarene
Pastor Guy Cooksey

235 NE Rice St., 
Myrtle Creek * 541/863-3715
www.myrtlecreeknaz.com

Sunday School 9:30 am
Worship, 10:45 am & 6 pm

Bible Study, Wed. 7 pm

Tri City 
Presbyterian Church

P.O. Box 704
355 Meadow Lane, 
Tri City, 863-4363

Call now
and receive a free 
XL battery with 
your ATTO SPORT 
purchase.

Folding Mobility Scooter

CALL NOW: 1-833-519-1915

receive a free 
with 

your ATTO SPORT 

*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be 
combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 12/30/25. Each dealership 
is independently owned and operated. **Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify/
Participating dealers only. See your dealer for details. ©2025 Bath Concepts Industries.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 847-9778CALL 
NOW

$1000 OFF*

OFFER EXPIRES 12/30/2025

0% Interest
For 18 Months**

$1500OFF when fi nancing
with remodelingloans.com**

OR

OR

a look at local weather 
Thursday, December 11

Partly Cloudy. 
High 59. Low 42.

Saturday, December 13
Partly Cloudy. 

High 57. Low 42.

Sunday, December 14
Partly Cloudy. 

High 55. Low 45.

Wednesday, December 17
Overcast. A 50 percent chance of precipitation. 

High 60. Low 49.

Last Week’s Temperatures
						      Lo       		  High	       Precp
Wednesday, 	 December 3		 36		  46	      .0
Thursday,		  December 4		 46		  53	      .0
Friday,         		 December 5		 47		  55	      .01
Saturday,    		  December 6	    	 46		  59	      .25
Sunday		  December 7	    	 52		  58	      .0
Monday,     		  December 8		 51		  64	      .01
Tuesday,   		  December 9   	 51		  61	      ---

A look back at last year
Winter continued to make its presence felt as low temperatures 
ranged from a frozen 32 to a frosty 38 and the high temperatures 
rose from a crisp 42 to a breezy 52. The valley took on .35 inches 
of precipitation.

Monday, December 15
Overcast. A 60 percent chance of precipitation. 

High 59. Low 50.

Tuesday, December 16
Overcast. A 40 percent chance of precipitation. 

High 57. Low 49.

Friday, December 12
Partly Cloudy. 

High 58. Low 39.
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17

THEME: AT A BAR
ACROSS
1. Slovenly ones
6. To do this is human?
9. Not flip
13. Mistress or lover, 
arch.
14. Precedes de Rivoli
15. Lift a hefty load
16. Sheep-like
17. Invoice qty.
18. Republic on Arabian 
Peninsula
19. *Aromatic additives
21. *Beer with Bloody 
Mary, e.g.
23. Major Uziel Gal-de-
signed gun
24. Clarified butter
25. Although, for short
28. Distressed cry
30. Bamboozled
35. What a willow did?
37. J in B. J. King
39. Raspberry drupelets
40. Pelvic bones
41. Birch family tree
43. Banned apple spray
44. Impolite dinner sound
46. Left, Latin prefix
47. Dissenting clique
48. a.k.a. chickadee
50. Four seasons
52. Abode for #1 Down
53. Do, re or mi
55. Buddy Holly’s “Peg-
gy ____”
57. *Measuring tool at a 
bar
60. *Not shaken
64. Dough or cabbage
65. “Gross!”
67. Lacking guile
68. “The Day the World 
____ Still”
69. Intelligence org.
70. Ruhr’s industrial cen-
ter
71. Job for a body shop
72. Finish
73. Condemn
DOWN
1. #1 Across, sing.
2. Jeans maker Strauss
3. Leave out
4. Swahili and other lan-
guages
5. One of the seven 
dwarfs
6. Victorian one and Eliz-
abethan one, e.g.
7. *Liquor in Hurricane 
and Painkiller
8. *Verb related to hang-
over
9. Fine print add-ons
10. Feeble
11. Above and beyond
12. Mightier than sword
15. Shenzi of “The Lion 
King”
20. *Spanish dry red wine
22. “For ____ a Jolly 
Good Fellow”
24. Seductive stare (2 
words)
25. *Citrus peel
26. Greeting
27. Laudanum ingredient
29. *Same as rail at a bar
31. South American 

wood sorrels
32. Trickeries
33. Roleplay
34. *Like martini with ol-
ive brine
36. Queen of Hearts’ pas-
try
38. Campbell of “Scream” 
fame
42. Cook in the oven
45. Sent a modern mes-
sage
49. Ballerina’s support
51. Decayed or disinte-
grated

54. Cease-fire
56. Use other end of pen-
cil
57. Burlap fiber
58. Desktop picture
59. Small cave
60. Herring’s cousin
61. Microprocessor de-
sign, acr.
62. “____ and anon”
63. Controvert
64. Psychedelic drug
66. *Liquor in Tom Col-
lins and Gimlet

New BLM fee reductions and expanded cutting areas 
offer meaningful savings for families this winter

PORTLAND  — The Bu-
reau of Land Management 
has announced a series of hol-
iday affordability measures 
that will help families save 
money, enjoy public lands, 
and support wildfire preven-
tion efforts across Oregon and 
Washington during the 2025–
2026 winter season.

Effective immediately 
through January 31, the BLM 
is reducing many person-
al-use permit fees to just $1, 
including Christmas tree per-
mits and firewood permits. 
Local BLM offices are also 
opening new cutting areas 
in overstocked woodlands to 
provide families with more 
opportunities to gather their 
own firewood and Christmas 
trees, while also supporting 
forest thinning and hazardous 
fuel reduction.

“Here in Oregon and 
Washington, families rely 
on public lands for tradition, 
recreation, and essential re-
sources,” said Barry Bushue, 
BLM OR/WA State Director. 
“These fee reductions and ex-

panded access make it easier 
for people to gather firewood 
and Christmas trees close to 
home, all while helping us 
reduce hazardous fuels and 
improve forest health.”

These actions align with 
the Trump administration’s 
mission to lower costs for 
American families and will 
contribute to national savings 
estimated at more than $9.4 
million this holiday season.

Effective immediately, the 
BLM will: Reduce fees for 
personal-use Christmas tree 
and firewood permits.

Increase household limits 
to up to 10 cords of firewood 
and up to three Christmas 
trees, with flexibility to adjust 
limits in areas with abundant 

resources.
These steps will help re-

duce household costs, expand 
access to local woodlands, 
and improve forest conditions 
by removing overstocked or 
hazardous fuels. The BLM 
will continue coordinating 
with community partners, 
tribal governments and local 
organizations to share infor-
mation about permit avail-
ability and new cutting areas.

Residents can find up-
to-date information on per-
mit locations, cutting area 
maps, and safety guidance 
at:  https://www.blm.gov/
programs/natural-resourc-
es/forests-and-woodlands/
forest-product-permits/ore-
gon-christmas-trees

School board to meet
TRI CITY – The South Umpqua School District Board of 

Directors will hold a board meeting  Wednesday, December 
17, at 6:15 p.m. at the South Umpqua District Service Center. 
The board will be considering a supplemental budget at this 
meeting. If you are a member of the community and cannot 
attend the meeting in person and wish to provide public com-
ment, please email your comments to  tabitha.roberts@susd.
k12.or.us ahead of the meeting and your comments will be part 
of the public record.
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Business & Service 
Directory

Automotive Care and Repair

Doughnut Shop Advertising Newspapers

Would you like 
to advertise your 

business here for as 
little as $13 per week?

Call 541-863-5233 or e-mail 
dcmail@dcmail.info to find 

out how

325 NE FIRST AVE.
MYRTLE CREEK, OR

Hair Styling

Electronics and Sound

Subscribe
Today

The Douglas County Mail
$30 per year!

Call 
(541) 863-5233

to start your 
subscription

(Senior discounts available)

Business & Service 
Directory

NEED A QUOTE OR WANT 
PROFESSIONAL SOUND SERVICES 

CALL 541-580-4025

Music

The Grand Illumination
Douglas County Mail 

photos by Bob Chaney, Sr.
The City of Myrtle Creek 
held its Grand Illumination 
celebration December 6 at 
the intersection of Second 
Avenue and Main Street. 
The event was highlighted 
by the lighting of the city 
Christmas Tree. Attendees 
were also treated to hot 
cocoa, coffee and cookies 
courtesy of the city. (LEFT) 
Mayor Luke Dillon wel-
comes the crowd. (RIGHT) 
Santa makes an appear-
ance. (BOTTOM LEFT) City 
officials give out treats. 
(BOTTOM RIGHT) The tree 
after being lit.
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