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Highlights & Happenings

Proudly providing weekly hometown news coverage to south Douglas County since 1902

SOUTH UMPQUA DISPOSAL
Serving Myrtle Creek, Tri City, Riddle, Canyonville, Days Creek and Tiller

95 GALLON 
ROLL CAN

Furnished & picked up  once a week 

within city limits and rural areas 

541-863-3363

Now Offering Curbside Recycling within city limits of 
Canyonville, Myrtle Creek & Riddle as well as in most areas of Tri City

Rates for larger containers and con-
struction drop boxes can be found on 
our website at www.sudisposal.com.

$4520
per  month

plus $10 cleaning deposit

Announcement to our readers
For many years, our newspaper, The Douglas County Mail,  has been 

dedicated to providing trustworthy local news, thoughtful storytelling, 
and a reliable voice for our community. We remain committed to that 
mission. However, we must also adapt to the realities facing the jour-
nalism industry today.

Like many publications across the country, we have experienced de-
clining advertising revenues, a primary source of funding for our news-
room. At the same time, printing and postage costs have continued to 
rise sharply, making weekly physical production increasingly unsus-
tainable.

After careful consideration, and in order to preserve the quality of 
our reporting and ensure the long-term stability of our publication, if we 
cannot secure some significant additional advertisers, we will be tran-
sitioning to a fully virtual, digital-only platform as of January 1, 2026.

This change will allow us to continue delivering the news you rely 
on—more quickly, more efficiently, and without the financial strain that 
print distribution now imposes. Our digital edition will include all the 
content you’ve come to expect, with additional features made possible 
by an online format.

We understand this is a significant shift, and we deeply appreciate 
your support and understanding as we take this necessary step. Our 
commitment to serving our readers remains stronger than ever, and we 
look forward to continuing that service in our new digital home.

Thank you for being part of our community.

Tree lighting December 6
MYRTLE CREEK -- The Myrtle Creek City Christmas 

Tree lighting ceremony will be held Saturday, December 6, at 
6 p.m. at the intersection of Second Avenue and Main Street. 

According to City Recorder Joanna Bilbrey there are plans 
for free hot coffee, hot chocolate and cookies beginning at 
5:30 p.m. and an appearance by Santa Claus shortly before 
the lighting.

Tree decorating set
MYRTLE CREEK — Myrtle Creek Elementary School, 

K-5th grade, students will again make decorations for the 
community Christmas tree.  

On Friday, December 5, beginning at 11:30 a.m., students 
will help decorate the community Christmas tree with help 
from the Myrtle Creek Public Works crew.  

The children will hang their personalized decoration or give 
it to the city crew to hang on the tree.  Every child is given the 
chance to pick out the placement on the tree for their ornament.

The public is invited and encouraged to come out and be a 
part of this 19th annual event. Mayor Luke Dillon is scheduled 
to say a few words and flip the switch on the lights. For more 
information on the event contact city hall at 863-3171.

Standing straight and tall

Douglas County Mail photo by Bob Chaney, Sr.
Last Tuesday, November 25, marked the annual trek after the city Christmas tree. Here is the tree after it 
was set in place by city workers. This year marked the 21st year of this annual event. See pictures and story 
of the annual retrieval on Page 2. The first event was held in 2005 when then City Administrator Aaron Cu-
bic and then City Councilor the late Ken Brouillard along with his wife Marilyn made the trek the day after 
Thanksgiving. The retrieval was moved to the Wednesday before Thanksgiving in 2020. 

Helping hands

Douglas County Mail photo by Bob Chaney
The annual Ray Munoz Memorial Thanksgiving Day Dinner, was held 
last Thursday, November 27, at the Myrtle Creek Community Center. 
Members of the Myrtle Creek Lions Club, the sponsor of the event, 
were very pleased to see the number of volunteers who came out to 
assist with the dinner. The Munoz family showed up in force to hon-
or Ray. According to organizers there were approximately 175 people 
who came through line and received a meal. Lions President Janis 
Clark said that although the attendance numbers have not equaled 
those prior to the pandemic, the club now knows what to expect and 
plans to continue the dinner for many more years. (ABOVE) A local 
patron ponders what they would like to have for their meal.

Umpqua Singers to perform 
ROSEBURG -- The Umpqua Community College Per-

forming and Visual Arts present Holiday Songs and Holiday 
Sweets, the Umpqua Singers in concert, on Wednesday, De-
cember 10, at 7 p.m. at the Lang Center on the UCC Campus. 

The Umpqua Singers, directed by Dr. Jason A. Heald, will 
perform a program of holiday favorites, served with a variety 
of desserts, wine, and non-alcoholic beverages.  

Admission is free with donations encouraged to support the 
Umpqua Singers upcoming tour in Ireland. For more informa-
tion, contact 541-440-4691 or music@umpqua.edu. 

Tri City water, sanitary to meet
TRI CITY -- Tri City Water & Sanitary Authority will hold 

a Public Hearing and regular board meeting Wednesday, De-

cember 10, at 6:30 p.m., at the district office, located at 215 N 
Old Pacific Highway.

The regular monthly board meeting agenda includes con-
struction contract review, financial reports, project updates, 
staff reports, approval, and payment of bills. If you need 
additional information or disability accommodations, call 
(541)863-5276.

Christmas bazaar set 
RIDDLE – The Open Bible Christian Center in Riddle will 

hold a Christmas Bazaar Thursday through Saturday, Decem-
ber 4 through 6. Hours are Thursday and Friday, 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. There are no entry or parking 
fees. Come and see what’s happening. 

Chamber to meet 
MYRTLE CREEK -- The Myrtle Creek~Tri City Area 

Chamber of Commerce will hold its monthly general mem-
bership meeting Thursday, November 6, at the Elks at 6 p.m.. 

Food and drinks will be available to order from the bar.
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Life
 Less
   Complicated

By Bob Chaney, Sr.
Numbers? Who cares about numbers

Yes, here it was once again 
the trek to retrieve the city 
Christmas tree and for the 
sixth year in a row the day 
was changed but this time to 
Tuesday instead of Wednes-
day before Thanksgiving, 
and with little or no warning I 
might add. 

It seems that Zach, our 
new fearless leader, thought 
there was too much work to 
be done on Wednesday with 
the leaf pickup program.

I thought I might have a 
shot as I told him I was his 
new boss, not his old boss, 
but he stayed with the lyr-
ics and said he wouldn’t get 
fooled again.

This year it did feel a lit-
tle different. as Ms. Gail was 
not going on the ride. Just 
because she has been a little 
under the weather this fall 
and recently had eye surgery 
I guess she felt she couldn’t 
handle the ride.

That was alright with 
me too because for the sec-
ond year in a row I was able 
to convince the twins, my 
grandsons, to come along, 
or so I thought. I tried to use 
the old excuse that we would 
probably need their strength. 
That always worked with 
them before. Not this time. 
They opted out and told me 
to have a good time..

I saw very few vehicles in 
the lot and as I pulled up I had 

a feeling that we were going 
to be few in numbers

I asked Zach if they were 
just waiting on me, which has 
never happened before, and 
he said yea unless I knew of 
anyone else.

I told him I was it so 
we took off to go get a  
Christmas tree, all five of us..

This is my 199h year of 
this trek and after last year I 
thought we might get a rise 
in numbers, Lord knows we 
couldn’t get much worst after 
the six from last year, or so 
I thought. Well it seems that 
we need four city bodies now 
so our numbers dropped this 
year.

Here we are just five of 
us and only myself not em-
ployed by the city but I am 
not going to try and negotiate 
any pay like I did last year 
because even though I am not 
employed I guess I am con-
sidered city as well being a 
councilor.

I thought this year might 
be a new adventure as we 
were exploring new places 
and new opportunities but, as 
I said last year, this whole op-
eration was beginning to look 
and feel more like a task that 
had to be completed rather 
than one of fun and fellow-
ship.

But as we traveled to 
where the crew had marked a 
tree last year it began to look 

all to familiar. It was our old 
stomping grounds from last 
year.

We had to pick out a tree 
for city hall as well, just like 
we do every year 

I have to say though that 
the one tree that Zach finally 
picked out was a good choice, 
even though it took a lot lon-
ger than it should have but 
Zach kept asking what every-
one else thought instead of 
taking the proverbial bull by 
the horns and choosing one, 
which he finally did...

There was one newbie, 
Braven Kelley, but there was 
no way on God’s green earth 
that Zach was putting a chain 
saw in anyone’s hands but 
his own to do the honors of 
dropping the tree. Once we 
were ready to load the tree on 
the trailer it was obvious that 
with this few of people I was 
actually going to have to lend 
a hand, but wait I brought the 
twins.

But between the four of 
them they were able to wres-
tle the tree onto the trailer and 
it was agreed that it was about 
the perfect height.

After loading the tree we 
drove for just a little ways and 
I’ll be damned if we didn’t 
come back out on South Myr-
tle.

The drive back to town 
was uneventful and once the 
tree was brought to its new 

home on Second Avenue.
This didn’t take very long 

as Zach, Aaron, Michael, and  
Braven, along with the help 
of the backhoe, soon had the 
tree upright and leveled and 
all in time for the crew to take 
a late lunch.

Just a little history lesson 
here before we close this 
chapter. This tradition was 
started in 2005 by then City 
Councilor Ken Broulliard and 
then City Administrator Aar-
on Cubic and they, along with 
Ken’s wife Marilyn, made the 
first trek up the hill. I joined 
the process the following year 
and have been a part of it ever 
since, minus one year. The 
numbers have been as low as 
that first year of three to as 
high as 22 in 2009 and have 
always been at least six until 
two years ago and again this 
year with just five.

I would also like to recog-
nize the crew that made the 
trek this year. In addition to 
myself there were Zach Pot-
ter,  Aaron Lincecum and Mi-
chael Redinger and Braven 
Kelley.

Thank all of you for mak-
ing this a part of your holiday 
and I hope to see you on the 
trek for many years to come.

I know this type of commu-
nity pride and involvement is 
not unique to Myrtle Creek. It 
happens in hundreds of small 
cities and towns throughout 
this great land and what a joy 
to be able to be a part of this.

I make poke a lot of fun 
at those who take part in this 
annual sojourn but it is only 
because I know I can do so 
without consequence. 

These people are my 
friends and what is life with-
out levity. It is only fitting that 
I give kudos to the caravan. It 
is through these little snippets 
of time and conversation that 
I have come to know these 
different people and welcome 
them into my inner circle. 
Yes, I deal with all of them on 
a professional level, but to get 
to know someone on a per-
sonal level and consider them 
a friend is just so satisfying.

Every year this outing 
revitalizes my spirit and re-
news my faith in family and 

community. I feel sorry for 
those who are confined to the 
boundaries of urban life and 
must retrieve their holiday 
trees from a box at the lo-
cal department store or a lot 
downtown.

There is something to be 
said for the community pride 
and involvement that you 
find in rural America and 
the ability to enjoy a life less 
complicated but who knows 
next year I may get another 
itch, but I seriously doubt it. 
I am probably in it for an-
other 10 year stretch without 
a break. But what I would 
love to see in the future is the 
numbers swell once again to 
where we would need more 
than two trucks and we could 
even have a bonfire and sing 
Christmas carols. As we cel-
ebrate the anniversary of this 
blessed event. 

Thanks to all of you who 
made the trip: Zach, Aaron, 
Michael and Braven once 
again you have renewed my 
spirit and at least for a couple 
of hours made life less com-
plicated.
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South  Douglas 
County Sports 

Calendar

opinion/sports/news

Boys Basketball
Thursday, December 4

Riddle at Chemawa, 7:30 p.m.
Friday, December 5

Glendale at Riverside, 6 p.m.
Prospect at Riddle, 7:30 p.m.

Days Creek vs. Country Christian, Days Creek 
Tournament, 7:30 p.m.

South Umpqua at Brookings Harbor, Coastline 
Classic, 8:30 p.m.

Saturday, December 6
South Umpqua vs. TBD, Coastline Classic, TBD

Days Creek vs. Crosspoint Christian, Days Creek 
Tournament, 2:30 p.m.

Riddle vs. Southwest Christian, at Powers High 
School, 3 p.m.

Monday, December 8
Glide at Glendale, 7 p.m.
Tuesday, December 9

Rogue River at Riddle, TBD
Coquille at Days Creek, 7:30 p.m.

Glendale at Camas Valley, 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, December 10

South Umpqua at Sweet Home, 7 p.m.

Girls Basketball
Thursday, December 4

Riddle at Chemawa, 6 p.m.
Friday, December 5

Days Creek vs. South Umpqua JV, Days Creek 
Tournament, 6 p.m.

South Umpqua at Brookings Harbor, Coastline 
Classic, 7 p.m.

Saturday, December 6
South Umpqua vs. TBD, Coastline Classic, TBD

South Umpqua vs. Hidden Valley, Coastline 
Classic, 10 a.m.

Days Creek vs. Crosspoint Christian, Days Creek 
Tournament, 1 p.m.

Riddle at Bandon JV, 4:30 p.m.
Monday, December 8

Glide at Glendale, 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, December 9

Coquille at Days Creek, 6 p.m.
Glendale at Camas Valley, 6 p.m.

Wednesday, December 10
South Umpqua at Sweet Home, 5:30 p.m.

Wrestling
Saturday, December 6

Riddle, South Umpqua, at Willie Wilkinson 
Memorial Tournament, Glide, 9 a.m.

Recent Guatemala clinic trip stirs reminders
By Dan Jocoy

Helen Keller said, “I com-
plained I had no shoes until I 
met a man who had no feet.” 
Nothing to remind myself how 
good we Americans have it, 
like a trip to Guatemala with 
Health Talent International at 
Clinic Ezell last month where 
I served as chaplain. Our 
team of 45 preformed 49 gen-
eral surgeries and we might 
have done more save the tor-
rential rains that knocked out 
bridges and emergency room 
fixtures. Here are a few things 
the brave and thankful Guate-
malan people taught me. 

Patience: Each day the line 
was long and the folks wait-
ed outside to get examined by 
one of the doctors. For some 
folks it was from when the 
clinic gates opened to near-
ly when they closed. Our six 
surgeons squeezed examina-
tions in between surgeries. 
If approved, patients stayed 
the night for surgery the next 
day. If not, the person left to 

take a bus or paid for a tuk tuk 
back home, which for some 
was two hours away. These 
people know how to patient-
ly wait, I thought. One could 
only imagine how upset some 
of us would be to have to wait 
the entire day…. only to be 
turned away. 

Gratitude: Few if any of 
our surgery patients received 
general anesthesia. Most re-
ceived a spinal block and 
following surgery, only tyle-
nol. Their response?    Smiles 
and hugs. To get treatment 
by American doctors is a spe-
cial treat. Some waited for a 
decade. Hernia’s the size of 
softballs. Gallbladder’s rid-
dled with stones. Females 
surgeries that were way past 
due. Why? They can’t take 
time off work or can’t be seen 
without cash up front. Not a 
single patient I asked to pray 
with refused. Their responses 
are almost always the same, 
“por favor” and “gracias!” 
To have so little and to be so 

thankful is… beautiful and 
refreshing.

Hopeful: One woman 
brought her five year old on 
a whim. Maybe, she thought, 
we could treat him. I met lit-
tle six-year Francisco wait-
ing like the others to be 
seen.  What I didn’t know till 
later was under his tee-shirt 
and outside his body was a 
large section of his intestines. 
A birth defect I was told. They 
waited half the day only to be 
turned away but his mom left 
encouraged which surprised 
me. She was given a refer-
ral and our clinic follows up. 
Though she made only $3 a 
day making tortillas (and rose 
at 3am), the determination on 
her face communicated be-
yond the language barrier that 
come hell or high water she 
was going to see that her son 
got medical treatment. 

There’s more. The above 
average rains and fragile in-
frastructure. The corrugated 
metal lean-to homes. The un-
safe vehicles and motorcycles 
hauling children and elderly 
people literally holding on. 
That’s daily life for a whole 
bunch of folks there. Forget 
government benefits or hand 
outs. They don’t exist. You 
are on your own there. Yet, 
most folks I met were resil-
ient and tough. They have to 
be. I’m going back next Octo-
ber to serve and be reminded 
just how easy I have it here in 
Douglas County, Oregon in 
the abundantly blessed Unit-
ed States of America. 

Dan Jocoy lives in Myr-
tle Creek, Oregon and serves 
with the Tri City Church of 
Christ.Dan and Jessica Jocoy outside the clinic in Guatemala

Myrtle Creek woman arrested on drug charges 
MYRTLE CREEK – On 

Tuesday, November 25, de-
tectives with the Douglas 
Interagency Narcotics Team 
(DINT) arrested a Myrtle 
Creek woman on various 
drug charges.  

Through an ongoing inves-
tigation, detectives uncovered 
information alleging that 46 
year old Laquita Twete was 
dealing methamphetamine. 

At approximately 3:40 
p.m. a deputy with the Doug-
las County Sheriff’s Office 
conducted a traffic stop on 
Twete’s vehicle.  

During the traffic stop, 
drug detection K-9 “Trapper” 
alerted to the presence of con-
trolled substances in the vehi-
cle.  

A short time later, de-
tectives executed a search 
warrant on Twete’s vehicle, 
locating approximately 87.1 
grams of suspected metham-

phetamine.
Detectives then served a 

search warrant on Twete’s 
residence in the 300 block 
of Conrad Street in Myrtle 
Creek.   At the residence, de-
tectives located an addition-
al 3.2 grams of suspected 
methamphetamine and a dig-
ital scale consistent with pre-
sumed delivery and distribu-
tion of controlled substances.

Twete was arrested and 
taken to the Douglas County 
Jail and charged with Driving 
While Suspended or Revoked 
and three counts each of Un-
lawful Manufacture of Meth-
amphetamine, Unlawful De-
livery of Methamphetamine 
and Unlawful Possession of 
Methamphetamine. 

The Douglas Interagency 
Narcotics Team (DINT) is a 
multi-jurisdictional narcotics 
task force that identifies, dis-
rupts, and dismantles local, 

multi-state, and international 
drug trafficking organizations 
using an intelligence-driven, 
multi-agency prosecutor-sup-
ported approach.   DINT  is 
supported by the Oregon-Ida-
ho High Intensity Drug Traf-
ficking Area (HIDTA) and 
the Douglas County Board 
of Commissioners.   DINT is 
composed of members from 
the Douglas County Sheriff’s 
Office, Roseburg Police De-
partment, Oregon State Po-
lice, Douglas County District 
Attorney’s Office, and the 
Bureau of Land Management.

The Oregon-Idaho HIDTA 
program is an Office of Na-
tional Drug Control Policy 
(ONDCP) sponsored coun-
terdrug grant program that 
coordinates with and pro-
vides funding resources to 
multi-agency drug enforce-
ment initiatives, including 
DINT.

DHS encourages people to act today to 
protect SNAP and TANF benefits 

SALEM   – The Oregon 
Department of Human Ser-
vices is encouraging people 
in Oregon to take action today 
to protect the SNAP food and 
TANF cash benefits on their 
EBT cards from electronic 
theft like card skimming, card 
cloning, phishing and other 
similar methods.

Most theft occurs in the be-
ginning of the month immedi-
ately after SNAP and TANF 
benefits are issued to EBT 
cards. Criminals use methods 
like skimming devices, inter-
net scams and fake websites 
to steal card numbers and per-
sonal identification numbers 
(PIN). Once they have this 
information, they use online 
or out-of-state purchases to 
drain SNAP food and TANF 
cash benefits from a person’s 
card.

In October, approximately 
220 households reported to 
ODHS that nearly $86,000 
worth of SNAP food and 
TANF cash benefits had been 
stolen from their EBT cards. 
Criminals were blocked from 
stealing EBT benefits 104 
times because people took 
action to protect their EBT 
cards.

“People and families in 
Oregon rely on their SNAP 
food and TANF cash benefits 
to help them meet their basic 
needs,” said Director Liesl 
Wendt. “Taking simple steps 
like changing your PIN, lock-
ing your cards and blocking 
online and out-of-state pur-
chases works and keeps your 
benefits safe. We encourage 
everyone to do this today.”

ODHS recommends that 
everyone with an EBT card 
take these steps to keep their 
benefits safe:

Only use the official  ebt-
EDGE website and mobile app 
for Apple or Android. ODHS 
does not guarantee the safe-
ty of any other EBT man-
agement apps or websites. 

Freeze your card between 
uses:  When you’re not us-
ing your EBT card, consider 
freezing it as an extra layer 
of protection. Simply un-
freeze it when you’re ready 
to make a purchase. To do 
this, visit the ebtEDGE web-
site  or use the mobile app 
and look for “Freeze Card” 
under “Account Services.” 
Block out-of-state and on-
line purchases: You have the 
option to block transactions 
made outside of Oregon and 
online purchases to safe-
guard your card from unau-
thorized use. To do this, visit 
the  ebtEDGE website  or use 
the mobile app and look for 
“Protect My Account” un-
der “Account Services.” You 
can remove the blocks later. 
Change your PIN regular-
ly:  Get into the habit of up-
dating your PIN often. This 
can help protect your account 
if someone does gain access 
to your card number. Here are 
the ways you can ​change your 
PIN number:​

Call 888-997-4447;
Log into the  ebt-

EDGE website. 
Take your EBT card to the clos-
est ODHS benefits office​. 
Keep your PIN secret: Never 
share your PIN or write it on 
your card. Cover the keypad 
whenever entering your PIN 
in a public setting. Thieves 
may use small cameras to 
capture your PIN entry. 
Inspect card readers careful-
ly: Before swiping your card 
at an ATM or other card read-
er, check for anything unusu-
al. Skimming devices are of-
ten placed on top of existing 
card readers. If you see any-
thing that looks out of place 
or tampered with, avoid using 
it and let the business know. 
Monitor your EBT account 
activity:  Make it a habit to 
check your account regularly 
for any unusual charges. If 
you see a charge you didn’t 

make,  report it immediately, 
cancel your card and request 
a replacement. Here are the 
ways you can ​get a new card:​

Call the EBT Replacement 
Line at 1-855-328-6715;

Go to an  ODHS benefits 
office​.

Don’t respond to suspi-
cious texts:  If you receive a 
text message asking for your 
EBT card number or PIN, ig-
nore it. ODHS will never ask 
for your information this way.

Avoid social media 
scams:  Only trust posts and 
messages about your ben-
efits from  official ODHS 
accounts. ODHS will nev-
er ask for your benefits case 
number, PIN or other card 
information on social media. 
 

More information is avail-
able on the Protect Your EBT 
Card and Benefits webpage. 
There is a  brochure,  fly-
er  and  wallet card  available 
in many languages. There are 
also short videos about using 
an EBT card, how to replace 
an EBT card and all the ways 
to protect your EBT benefits. 
These are posted in the How-
to Videos section of benefits.
oregon.gov.

October  reports of EBT 
benefit theft to ODHS

Number of Oregon house-
holds affected: 223

Number of failed theft at-
tempts because people took 
steps to protect their EBT 
cards: 104

Number of thefts by pro-
gram: 49 TANF, 559 SNAP

Dollar amounts of stolen 
benefits:

Total: $85,902
TANF (CASH): $17,108
SNAP (FOOD): $ 68,794
NOTE:  This data rep-

resents only what has been 
reported to the Oregon De-
partment of Human Services 
and likely undercounts actual 
instances of EBT theft expe-

See SNAP Page 10See COMMENTS Page 10

Secretary of State 
taking comments

SALEM —  The Oregon 
Secretary of State Office is 
now accepting public com-
ment on  proposed  adminis-
trative rules  governing the 
Oregon Motor Voter (OMV) 
program - Oregon’s automat-
ic voter registration system 
administered through the Or-
egon Department of Trans-
portation’s Driver and Motor 
Vehicle Services Division 
(DMV). 

The Secretary of State’s of-
fice convened a Rules Advi-
sory Committee (RAC) from 
September to November of 
this year to review and make 
revisions to the OMV pro-
gram’s administrative rules, 
including addressing the find-
ings and recommendations 
outlined by the  independent 
Baker Tilly audit.   

“Oregonians’ confidence 
in our elections and the safe-
ty of vulnerable communities 
depends on us getting the au-
tomatic voter registration pro-
cess right,” said Secretary of 
State Tobias Read. 

“This is why we are forti-
fying the system with clearer 
rules and stronger safeguards 
for every step of the registra-
tion process. By addressing 
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Public Notices
NOTICE OF BOARD 

MEETING
The Canyonville – South Umpqua 
Fire District Board of Directors will 
hold its regular board meeting on 
Wednesday, December 10, 2025, at 
7 p.m. in the meeting room at 400 N 
Main St, Canyonville, Oregon.

Published Thursday, December 4, 
2025, in The Douglas County Mail.

Douglas County Mail Courtesy photo/Postcard
The Bomber as it appeared just a few years after Art Lacey installed its signature air-
plane in 1947. 

Douglas County Mail Courtesy photo/Postcard
The Bomber during its mid-1960s heyday.

For Milwaukie gas station owner, buying bomber was a wild adventure
By Finn J.D. John

It was the summer of 1947, 
and Art Lacey was in serious 
trouble.

He was about 50 feet 
above an Oklahoma airfield, 
at the controls of the biggest 
airplane he’d ever flown — a 
four-engined B-17G Flying 
Fortress, one of hundreds of 
the heavy bombers that the 
government was selling as 
surplus in the wake of the 
Second World War. This one 
was his; he had just bought 
it for $13,000. But now the 
landing gear were stuck in 
the retracted position, and it 
looked like he was about to 
crash it.

This wouldn’t have been 
such a big deal if it weren’t 
for his “co-pilot.” Art, not 
wanting to bother with get-
ting someone to tag along 
with him, had brought a 
dressmaker’s mannequin bor-
rowed from a friend, dressed 
it in flight gear and propped 
up in the seat, to fool the air-
field manager into thinking 
there were two guys in the 
cockpit. After crashing the 
plane and ‘fessing up to this 
bit of deception, Art knew he 
would be in a less-than-opti-
mal bargaining position vis-
à-vis the defect in the plane 
he’d bought.

Still, that was all in the fu-
ture. For now, the number-one 
goal was to not die in a giant 
fireball following a botched 
attempt at a gear-up landing. 
He lined the plane up as best 
he could with the runway and 
prepared to do his best.

Art’s whole crazy scheme 
had its genesis when he 
first learned about the sur-
plus B-17s. They were su-
per-cheap, selling for not 
much above their scrap val-
ue, because there just weren’t 
very many practical civilian 
uses for an obsolete heavy 
bomber. Art, already a suc-
cessful Milwaukie business-
man, had started stewing over 
how he might take advan-
tage of the low prices on the 
big warbirds. The more he 
thought about it, the cooler he 
thought it would look to have 
one of them perched above 
the gas pumps at his gas sta-
tion on McLoughlin Boule-
vard. The wings could serve 
as a roof over the pumps, and 
there would be room for a lot 
of them. And best of all, it 
wouldn’t cost that much more 
than a stick-built structure of 
similar size.

According to Art’s daugh-
ter, Punky Scott, in an inter-
view with KATU-TV Channel 
2 News, the scheme he devel-
oped remained just a scheme 
until someone put money on 
the line. At his birthday par-
ty, he shared his vision of a 
“Bomber Gas Station” with 
a friend, who laughingly told 
him he was dreaming. Art 
promptly put up a $5 bet, 
which was just as promptly 
accepted, and just like that 
the whole crazy dream was 
turned into a serious plan.

Art immediately turned to 
a friend who, Punky suggest-
ed, was well connected with 
the dark side of Portland busi-
ness — untaxed liquor, gam-
bling, pinball machines, that 
sort of thing. “Got any money 
on you?” he asked. “I need 
$15,000.”

“And the guy had it on 

him,” Punky said in her inter-
view. “I don’t know how that 
translates into today’s money, 
but it’s got to be a lot.”

It is. $15,000 in 1947 is the 
equivalent of $160,000 today 
— a pretty impressive wad 
for “walking-around money.”

Loaded down with this 
borrowed loot, Art made the 
journey to Oklahoma to buy 
his B-17. He had $13,000 for 
the plane and $2,000 for fuel 
and miscellaneous expenses 
on the way back.

Trouble started immediate-
ly upon arrival. After selling 
him the plane, the manager 
told him to bring his co-pilot 
the following day and he’d 
have the bird gassed up and 
ready. But Art hadn’t realized 
he’d need a co-pilot, so he 
hadn’t brought one. 

He also hadn’t given much 
thought to the fact that he’d 
never flown a four-engine 
bomber in his life. He was a 
skilled private pilot of sin-
gle-engine planes, but this 
was very different.

Still, Art was determined to 
have his plane. So he returned 
the next day with the bor-
rowed mannequin, strapped it 
into the copilot’s seat, breezed 
into the manager’s office and 
walked out ready to fly home.

Hoping to familiarize him-
self with the big aircraft a bit 
before he started flying it for 
real, he started out with a few 
passes, touch-and-gos, and 
gentle turns — the yoke in 
one hand and the flight man-
ual in the other. And it was 
going pretty well, he thought. 
But then he realized that the 
landing gear was stuck.

He flew the plane around 
for a while, trying to figure 
out how to get it unstuck. 
Finally he realized he’d just 
have to bring the plane in on 
its belly and hope for the best.

So down came Art Lacey 
in his new, doomed warbird, 
landing in a shower of sparks 
with a screech of tearing met-
al.

Although the cat was now 
out of the bag, the manag-
er felt bad about the broken 
landing gear — and probably 
a little relieved, too, since his 
customer wasn’t dead.

“He turned to his secretary 

and said, ‘Have you written 
up the bill of sale yet on that 
B-17?’” Punky recounted. 
“And she said no, and he said, 
‘Worst case of wind damage 
I’ve ever seen.’ And so he 
sold him a second B-17.”

The second plane set Art 
back just $1,500 — a special 
deal the manager made him, 
knowing he’d spent all his 
money on the first one.

Of course, faking the co-
pilot was no longer going to 
work, so Art called his wife 
long-distance and asked her 
to send two of his friends 
down with a case of whiskey. 
The booze was to be used to 
bribe the local fire department 
to pump the fuel out of the old 
B-17 and into the new one us-
ing their fire truck, and it was 
a powerful enticement; Okla-
homa was still a dry state at 
the time.

Everything worked as 
planned, although Art had to 
kite a check in Palm Springs 
to refuel the big plane; luck-
ily, he made it home to cov-
er his paper before it could 
bounce.

But when he got home, 
Art found his troubles had 
just begun. The city of Port-
land wouldn’t issue permits to 
bring the plane from the air-
port. It was just too big, even 
after the wings were disman-
tled. 

But Art was in so deep now, 
there was no turning back. He 
scheduled the move for the 
dark of night, well after the 
bars had all closed. He hired 
two teenagers with hot cars 
to accompany the motorcade, 
with instructions to floor it 
and race off recklessly into 
the night if the police should 
appear — the idea being to 
draw the cops away from the 
plane. The truck drivers were 
instructed that under no cir-
cumstances were they to stop 
before they arrived at the gas 
station, no matter who or-
dered them to. And he prom-
ised to pay any tickets anyone 
was written by any cop for his 
or her part in the move.

The move’s only mishap 
was a drunk driver who, see-
ing an airplane bearing down 
on him, thought he’d acciden-
tally driven out onto an air-

field and panicked and skid-
ded into the ditch.

City Hall officials were, 
of course, furious. But after 
their initial attempts to pun-
ish Art resulted in some very 
unflattering newspaper cov-
erage, they gave it up, fined 
him $10, declared victory and 
went home.

Art was able to pay half his 
fine with the $5 collected from 
his friend. He promptly had 
his airplane mounted above 
the gas pumps and renamed 
the place “The Bomber.” And 
there it sat for the next 63 
years, bringing in hundreds of 
thousands of curious gawkers 
and customers alike. 

Over the years the Laceys 
added a restaurant and a small 
hotel. In the early 1990s they 
closed the gas pumps, and 
the big B-17 started to look 
increasingly forlorn up there, 
exposed to the weather and 
the occasional predations of 
vandals.

Then, in 1996, the fami-
ly decided to do something 
about it — and the B-17 Al-
liance was born, dedicated to 
restoring the “Lacey Lady,” 
as they’ve dubbed the bomb-
er.

Currently the bomber is 
in the B-17 Alliance Muse-
um and Restoration, located 
at McNary Airfield in Salem 
(3278 25th St. SE). The mu-
seum is open Fridays through 
Sundays from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. The multi-million-dol-
lar restoration still has a ways 
to go before it’s successfully 
completed, and the Alliance is 
working to raise the necessary 
funds to get it done; when it 
is, the Lacey Lady will be one 
of just seven B-17s remain-
ing in flyable condition. Full 
details of their project are at 
www.b71alliancegroup.com.

(Sources: “The Art Lacey 
Story,” www.b17alliance-
group.com; Bamesberger, 
Michael. “The ‘Lacey Lady’ 
B-17 bomber, a Milwaukie 
landmark, comes down from 
its perch,” Portland Orego-
nian, 13 Aug 2014; Spitaleri, 
Ellen. “Lacey Lady’s New 
Home,” Portland Tribune, 10 
Nov 2014)

Finn J.D. John teaches at 
Oregon State University and 

writes about odd tidbits of Or-
egon history. His most recent 
book, Bad Ideas and Horrible 
People of Old Oregon, pub-

lished by Ouragan House last 
year. To contact him or sug-
gest a topic: finn@offbeatore-
gon.com or 541-357-2222.

OPRD seeking feedback 
on proposed changes 

SALEM – Oregon Parks 
and Recreation Department 
(OPRD) is gathering pub-
lic comments on proposed 
changes announced last 
month to the rules guiding 
reservations, special access 
passes, rate ranges and fee 
waivers. 

The proposed changes 
were announced last month 
in a press release. Public 
comments on the proposed 
rule change will be accepted 
through 5 p.m. Jan. 15, 2026, 
and can be submitted: 

Online:  https://www.or-
egon.gov/oprd/prp/pages/
prp-division%2015.aspx 

Mail: OPRD Department, 
attn: Katie Gauthier, 725 
Summer St NE, Suite C, Sa-
lem OR 97301 

Email:  OPRD.Publiccom-
ment@oprd.oregon.gov 

A public hearing will be 
held for the public to provide 
comments. 

Virtual Hearing: 5:30 p.m. 
December 15, 2025. Reg-
ister to attend the hearing 
at:  https://us06web.zoom.
us/webinar/register/WN_
civm2LvcQx-R0ZKCwH-
Cwww  .   

OPRD faces a projected 
operational budget short-
fall of $8 million for this bi-
ennium based on forecasts 
through November. The pro-
jected shortfall is down from 
the $14 million estimate due 
to a combination of reve-
nue-generating strategies, 
including an increase in park-
ing fee parks and overnight 
camping fee adjustments.

The shortfall is due to in-
creasing costs, the impact of 
higher visitation and a de-
crease in projected Oregon 
Lottery funds for operations. 
Visitor fees do not cover the 
cost of operations, and Ore-
gon State Parks does not re-
ceive general fund tax reve-
nue for operations.   

Proposed Cancellation 
Policy 

The proposed changes to 
the reservation policy dis-
courage late cancellations 
and no-shows by incentiv-
izing early cancellations. 
Refunds will no longer be 
provided for those who fail 
to cancel, which will help re-
duce unused reservations and 
open more opportunities for 
visitors to enjoy parks. The 
changes include: 

No refunds on the day of 

arrival.  
No-show reservations will 

not be refunded  
Refunds vary based on 

how long reservation is held, 
how close to arrival it is can-
celed.  

Proposed Changes to Spe-
cial Access Pass 

Future Special Access 
Passes (SAP) for Veterans 
and foster families will be ex-
clusively for those who live 
in Oregon, according to pro-
posed changes. This will help 
ensure that limited resources 
are directed toward Orego-
nians. That update along with 
limiting the number of free 
days to 10 per year will re-
duce the fees waived by $2.2 
million per biennium or 46% 
decrease in costs. Proposed 
changes include: 

Must be Oregon residents 
to participate. 

Waived overnight rental 
fees (up to 10 nights/year).  

Day-use parking permit 
fee waived.  

SAP Cancellations: Must 
cancel reservations to avoid 
losing benefit nights. Refund-
ed nights will be based on 
length of time reservation is 
held.  

Proposed Rate Ranges: 
Day Use Parking Permit 

fees: $7–$25 daily; $30–
$100 (12-month); $50–$200 
(24-month*).  

Dynamic Pricing: Rates 
may vary by day of week, 
season, holidays, amenities, 
and demand. 

Proposed Rate Ranges   
The updated fee ranges for 

campsites, cabins, yurts and 
group facilities based on mar-
ket conditions and anticipated 
inflation. The new rate ranges 
will allow for greater use of 
demand pricing. 

This proposed change is 
part of a broader strategy to 
stabilize revenue and main-
tain high-quality park ser-
vices.  

Ultimately, these pro-
posed changes are intended 
to keep Oregon’s parks open, 
well-maintained and welcom-
ing for generations to come.   

Once the public comment 
period ends, the proposal with 
any incorporated updates is 
slated to go to Oregon State 
Parks and Recreation Com-
mission in February 2026 for 
possible adoption. If adopted, 
new rules would be effective 
beginning March 1, 2026. 
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CLASSIFIEDS WORK 
PLACE YOURS 

TODAY

Classified Advertisements
The Douglas County Mail 
Classified Advertisement

All Classifieds are PREPAID
Fill in your classified ad in the space below and mail it with payment 
in full to The Douglas County Mail, P.O. Box 729, Myrtle Creek, OR  
97457 or drop it by The Douglas County Mail office 325 NE First Av-
enue, Myrtle Creek, before Monday at 4 p.m. to have it included in 
Thursday’s edition. If you need additional space or want to run more 
than one advertisement please include a full copy of each ad on a 
separate piece of paper

30 WORDS OR LESS $10.00 
ALL ADDITIONAL WORDS ARE $.25 EACH  

1. _________________  2. _________________     3. _________________ 

4. _________________  5. _________________     6. _________________

7. _________________  8. _________________     9. _________________ 

10. _________________11. _________________   12. _________________  

13. _________________14. _________________   15. _________________

16. _________________17. _________________   18. _________________

19. _________________20. _________________   21. _________________      

22. _________________23. _________________   24. _________________

25. _________________26. _________________   27. _________________

28. _________________29. _________________   30. _________________      

STATEWIDE 
CLASSIFIEDS.

DIVORCE $130. Complete prepa-
ration. Includes children, custody, 
support, property and bills division. 
No court appearances. Divorced 
in 1-5 weeks possible. 503-772-
5295. www.paralegalalternatives.
com legalalt@msn.com.

:Switch and save up to $250/year 
on your talk, text and data. No con-
tract and no hidden fees. Unlimited 
talk and text with flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide coverage. 
100% U.S. based customer ser-
vice. For more information, call 
1-877-916-0803

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, 
Text and Data For Just $25/mo! 
The Power Of 3 5G Networks, One 
Low Price! 
Call Today and Get The Latest iP-
hone Every Year On Us! 844-955-
3417

FREE high speed internet for those 
that qualify. Government program 
for recipients of select programs 
incl. Medicaid, SNAP, Housing As-
sistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 
GB internet service. Bonus offer: 
Android tablet FREE with one-time 
$20 copay. Free shipping & han-
dling. Call Maxsip Telecom today! 
1-877-390-0458.

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  
Free Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 
80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus 
Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. 
Call Today! 1-866-373-9175.

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get 
your favorite live TV, sports and lo-
cal channels. 99% signal reliability! 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/mo for 
12 months. 

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a 
new, custom bath or shower in as 
little as one day. For a limited time, 
waiving ALL installation costs! (Addi-
tional terms apply. 
Subject to change and vary by deal-
er. (Offer ends 12/29/24.) Call 
1-855-341-5268.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 855-839-0752.

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-the-line instal-
lation and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-833-395-1433.

Stroke and Cardiovascular disease 

are leading causes of death, ac-
cording to the American Heart As-
sociation. Screenings can provide 
peace of mind or early detection! 
Contact Life Line Screening to 
schedule your screening. Special 
offer - 5 screenings for just $149. 
Call 1-844-655-0972.

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV 
and more to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle 
pickup and receive a top tax deduc-

HBO Max and Premium Channels 
included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) No annual 
contract, no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-855-
602-2009.

IWe Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! 
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy three step process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. 

Is 2024 your year? WeÂ’re here for it 
and here for you. Reach your goals 
this year with WeightWatchers. 
Get started with THREE months 
FREE, visit www.weightwatchersof-
fer.com/39.

Prepare for power outages today 
with a GENERAC home standby 
generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request 
a FREE Quote Â– Call now before 
the next power outage: 1-877-557-
1912.

$$PAYING TOP DOLLAR$$ For 
Sports Card Collections: Baseball, 
Basketball, Football, & Pokemon. 
Premium Paid for Vintage Pre 1980. 
Referral Bonuses Available. Call 
Corey 541-838-0364.

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages 
and power your home. Full instal-
lation services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request a FREE, 
no obligation, quote today. Call 
1-844-989-2328.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter es-
timate today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-855-536-8838.

Wesley Financial Group, LLC. 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts. 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free informational package and 

learn how to get rid of your time-
share! Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 844-487-
0221.

Call LeafGuard and say goodbye to 
gutter cleaning for good. No clean-
ing. No leaking. No water damage. 
No more ladder accidents. Get 
LeafGuard today and be protected 
for life. FREE estimate. Financing 
available. 20% off total purchase 
(Restrictions may apply.) Call 
1-844-345-1537.

The bathroom of your dreams in as 
little as 1 day. Limited Time Offer - 
$1000 off or No Payments and No 
Interest for 18 months for custom-
ers who qualify. 
BCI Bath & Shower. Many options 
available. Quality materials & pro-
fessional installation. Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts Available. Call To-
day! 1-844-847-9778.

tion! 
Call Veteran Car Donations at 
1-866-695-9265 today!

Get a break on your taxes! Donate 
your car, truck, or SUV to assist the 
blind and visually impaired. Arrange 
a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup and 
secure a generous tax credit for 
2025. 
Call Heritage for the Blind Today at 
1-844-533-9173 today!

&

Donate Your Car
Imagine the Di� erence You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible 
and the proceeds help provide services to 
help the blind and visually impaired.

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

a $200 restaurant 
voucher

✔ ✔ a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations

✔

Call 1-844-533-9173

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 877-557-1912 to 
schedule your free quote!

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

An Invitation To Worship

A guide to churches of south Douglas County

Tri-City 
Baptist Church

Rick Smith, Pastor 863-4742
158 SE Crest Dr, Myrtle Creek

Service Times Offered
Sunday Morning.Worship     11 am
 Sunday School 	  9:30 am
Sunday Ev. Adult Service         6 pm
Wed. Adult Bible Study           10 am

Church of the Nazarene
Pastor Guy Cooksey

235 NE Rice St., 
Myrtle Creek * 541/863-3715
www.myrtlecreeknaz.com

Sunday School 9:30 am
Worship, 10:45 am & 6 pm

Bible Study, Wed. 7 pm

Tri City 
Presbyterian Church

P.O. Box 704
355 Meadow Lane, 
Tri City, 863-4363

Call now
and receive a free 
XL battery with 
your ATTO SPORT 
purchase.

Folding Mobility Scooter

CALL NOW: 1-833-519-1915

receive a free 
with 

your ATTO SPORT 

*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be 
combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 12/30/25. Each dealership 
is independently owned and operated. **Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify/
Participating dealers only. See your dealer for details. ©2025 Bath Concepts Industries.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 847-9778CALL 
NOW

$1000 OFF*

OFFER EXPIRES 12/30/2025

0% Interest
For 18 Months**

$1500OFF when fi nancing
with remodelingloans.com**

OR

OR

a look at local weather 
Thursday, November 26

Overcast. 
High 51. Low 46.

Saturday, November 28
Overcast. A 60 percent chance of precipitation. 

High 56. Low 48.

Sunday, November 29
Overcast. A 50 percent chance of precipitation. 

High 57. Low 45.

Wednesday, December 2
Overcast. A 60 percent chance of precipitation. 

High 57. Low 46.

Last Week’s Temperatures
						      Lo       		  High	       Precp
Wednesday, 	 November 26	 38		  62	      .01
Thursday,		  November 27	 45		  65	      .0
Friday,         		 November 28	 39		  60	      .02
Saturday,    		  November 29    	 44		  48	      .0
Sunday		  November 30    	 43		  53	      .01
Monday,     		  December 1		 46		  57	      .0
Tuesday,   		  December 2   	 44		  55	      ---

A look back at last year
The cold fingers of winter began to creep across the area as low 
temperatures ranged from a frozen 31 to a frosty 37 and the high 
temperatures rose from a crisp 37 to a windy 50. The valley took 
on .01 inches of precipitation.

Monday, November 30
Overcast. A 40 percent chance of precipitation. 

High 57. Low 49.

Tuesday, December 1
Overcast. A 50 percent chance of precipitation. 

High 59. Low 48.

Friday, November 27
Overcast. A 70 percent chance of precipitation. 

High 55. Low 49.
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10

THEME: DISNEY CHARACTERS
ACROSS
1. Imperfections
6. Part of T.G.I.F.
9. Stark daughter on 
“Game of Thrones”
13. Kind of print, for short
14. Hula dancer’s flowers
15. Kitchen tear-jerker
16. Viva voce
17. Draft beer container
18. Confused
19. *Irreverent Disney 
nanny
21. *Scar’s older brother
23. Famous T-Rex
24. Gardening tool
25. Louisville Slugger
28. Stallion’s mate
30. Famous ciphering 
machine
35. D’Artagnan’s weapon 
of choice
37. Essence
39. Gloomy and drab
40. Containing limestone
41. Scrawny one
43. Purse to match a 
gown
44. Spot for boutonnière
46. John Oates’ partner 
Daryl
47. Prepare for a rainy 
day
48. Catch in a snare
50. Rapper LL ____ J
52. ____ Aviv
53. Wholly engrossed
55. Call to Bo Peep
57. *Shere Khan’s sworn 
enemy
60. *Marie’s and Tou-
louse’s younger brother
64. Beneficiary
65. Opposite of nothing
67. Pancho’s last name
68. Weasel’s aquatic 
cousin
69. “New” prefix
70. *Like Iago in “Alladin” 
or Laddy Kluck in “Robin 
Hood”
71. Karate blow
72. Not safe in baseball
73. Like salad greens
DOWN
1. Part of an envelope
2. *Nani Pelekai’s little 
sister and new pet owner
3. At the summit of
4. Beats, slangily
5. Hypertension suffer-
er’s dietary concern
6. Sorts
7. Driver’s aid
8. Fraternity letter
9. Dwarf buffalo
10. Oil field structures
11. Moving meditation 
practice
12. “____ day now”
15. Hurt or upset
20. Some tides
22. Israel Kamakawi-
wo’ole’s strings
24. Take back
25. *Beast’s love interest
26. Bee-related
27. Act like a siren
29. Macaulay Culkin’s 

“Richie ____”
31. Wraths
32. Gain access to (2 
words)
33. Shade of violet
34. *a.k.a Little Mermaid
36. Ogler
38. Angel’s headgear
42. Geography class 
prop
45. “____ than life”
49. Chum
51. Immature, as an un-
developed insect

54. Baby grand
56. Full of pep
57. It’s drawn to light
58. “I’m ____ you!”
59. Shed tears
60. Soak some ink
61. Hipbones
62. *”I am ____, and I like 
warm hugs”
63. Goofy or silly
64. *Leader of the seven 
dwarfs
66. Romanian money

rienced by people in Oregon.
How to request replace-

ment for TANF benefits
ODHS can replace Tem-

porary Assistance for Needy 
Families (TANF) benefits 
that are lost due to fraud. 
TANF families who believe 
benefits have been stole from 
their EBT card should contact 
ODHS to request replacement 
benefits within 30 days of the 
benefits being stolen. Infor-
mation on card safety and 

how to request replacement 
TANF benefits can be found 
online here: https://www.ore-
gon.gov/odhs/benefits/Pages/
protect.aspx

ODHS cannot replace 
SNAP benefits

The federal funding to 
replace benefits ran out on 
Dec. 21, 2024, and ODHS is 
no longer authorized to re-
place stolen Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) benefits.

About SNAP in Oregon

SNAP is entirely federally 
funded and helps more than 
1 in 6 people in Oregon — 
about 18 percent of house-
holds — buy groceries. This 
includes children, working 
families, older adults and 
people with disabilities.

Every $1 in SNAP benefits 
generates $1.50 to $1.80 in 
local economic activity, driv-
ing an estimated $1.6 billion 
into Oregon’s economy each 
year.

SNAP:
Continued from Page 3

the technical and clerical er-
rors previously found in the 
OMV program, we’re build-
ing a stronger, more secure, 
and more vigilant system 
worthy of every Oregonian’s 
trust. I want to thank the 
members of the Rules Advi-
sory Committee for their time 
and continuing effort in help-
ing us improve Oregon Motor 
Voter.” 

The RAC, comprised of 
election experts, staff from 
the DMV, county clerks, and 

immigration experts, has 
completed its review pro-
cess of the OMV administra-
tive rules, and the Secretary 
of State’s Office welcomes 
all interested parties to pro-
vide  feedback  on the pro-
posed rules. 

Public comment can be 
provided during the 30-min-
ute virtual public hearing held 
on Tuesday January 6, 2026, 
at 11:30am. Additional details 
regarding the public hearing 
are forthcoming and will be 
posted on the  Secretary of 

State rulemaking page.  
Interested parties are also 

welcome to provide written 
feedback. Written comments 
can be submitted to the fol-
lowing email address: RAC_
OMV.SOS@sos.oregon.gov. 

The last day to provide 
written feedback is  Tuesday, 
January 13, 2026, at 5:00pm.  

For more information 
on the Oregon Motor Voter 
Rules Advisory Committee, 
please  visit the Secretary of 
State website. 

COMMENTS:
Continued from Page 3
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Business & Service 
Directory

Automotive Care and Repair

Doughnut Shop Advertising Newspapers

Would you like 
to advertise your 

business here for as 
little as $13 per week?

Call 541-863-5233 or e-mail 
dcmail@dcmail.info to find 

out how

325 NE FIRST AVE.
MYRTLE CREEK, OR

Hair Styling

Electronics and Sound

Subscribe
Today

The Douglas County Mail
$30 per year!

Call 
(541) 863-5233

to start your 
subscription

(Senior discounts available)

Business & Service 
Directory

NEED A QUOTE OR WANT 
PROFESSIONAL SOUND SERVICES 

CALL 541-580-4025

Music

Helping hands

Douglas County Mail 
photos by Bob Chaney

The annual Ray Munoz Me-
morial Thanksgiving Day 
Dinner, was held last Thurs-
day at the Myrtle Creek 
Community Center. Mem-
bers of the Myrtle Creek Li-
ons Club, the sponsor of the 
event, were very pleased 
to see the number of vol-
unteers who came out to 
assist with the dinner. The 
Munoz family showed up 
in force to honor Ray. Ac-
cording to organizers there 
were approximately 175 
people who came through 
line and received a meal. 
Lions Club President Janis 
Clark said that although the 
attendance numbers have 
not equaled those prior to 
the pandemic, the club now 
knows what to expect and 
plans to continue the dinner 
for many more years. (TOP 
LEFT) The crowd enjoying 
their meal. (BOTTOM LEFT) 
Volunteers Kristin Myhre 
(LEFT), Hunter Myhre (CEN-
TER) and Laura Hollifield 
(RIGHT) take a minute to 
say hi to the camera (TOP 
RIGHT) The Munoz family 
serves up the meal.
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