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Sheriff’s office seeking public’s 
help in locating missing woman 

ROSEBURG -- The Douglas 
County Sheriff’s Office is asking for 
the public’s assistance in locating 
61-year-old Lori Sharman of Rose-
burg, who was reported missing at 
approximately 3:45 p.m. on Thurs-
day, November 20, after family and 
friends were unable to reach her 
throughout the day.

Through the course of the investi-
gation, deputies located video show-
ing Sharman leaving her residence 
in the Green District of Roseburg 
on foot at 11:55 p.m. on Wednesday, 
November 19. She did not return. 
She was last seen walking south on 
Carnes Road toward Castle Avenue 
in Roseburg.

She is described to be 5”00” tall, 
115 lbs with hazel eyes and curly 
shoulder length blonde hair. At the 

time she left, Sharman was wear-
ing a maroon long-sleeve shirt with 
translucent sleeves, a black vest, 
cuffed blue jeans, and black and 
white sneakers. She left her cell 
phone, wallet, and all credit/debit 
cards inside her residence. 

Sharman has a mental health di-
agnosis that may cause her to be-
have unpredictably, and she report-
edly walks with a limp.

Deputies are urging anyone who 
may have seen Sharman or who has 
information about her whereabouts 
to contact the Douglas County Sher-
iff’s Office at 541-440-4471 and 
reference case number 25-4005. 
Residents and businesses in the sur-
rounding area are also encouraged 
to check their surveillance camera 
footage and report any findings.

Roseburg man arrested on 
attempted murder charges 

ROSEBURG -- On Sunday, No-
vember 9, deputies responded to the 
1300 block of Gazley Road for a re-
port of an assault. 

The victim of the assault had been 
transported to Mercy Medical Cen-
ter earlier in the night after it was 
reported the victim may have fallen, 
but it was determined the injuries 
did not match the reported fall.

Due to the severity of the inju-
ries, Douglas County Sheriff’s de-
tectives responded to the scene. 
During the course of the investiga-
tion, detectives determined the vic-

tim, 73-year-old Stephen Balliew of 
Myrtle Creek, was severely injured 
after 21-year-old Heath Lethlean of 
Roseburg, broke into Balliew’s res-
idence and assaulted him with an 
object. 

Lethlean had fled the scene fol-
lowing the assault.

On Friday, November 14, Leth-
lean was contacted and arrested 
in Roseburg. Lethlean was lodged 
at the Douglas County Jail for At-
tempted Murder II.

Detectives are continuing the in-
vestigation. 

Being of good cheer

Douglas County Mail photos by Bob Chaney, Sr.
The annual Cork and Keg Walk was held last Friday evening in downtown Myrtle Creek and despite the 
chilly weather many people came out to sample all the local wares and enjoy the snacks provided by the 
participating businesses. (ABOVE) The crew at Trueblood Real Estate shows that they are prepared for the 
holiday season and ready to be full of good cheer. (BELOW) Those sampling the spirits at MSK Home & 
Hardware were also treated to a smorgasbord of snacks as they enjoyed their drinks. The event was spon-
sored by Main Street Myrtle Creek Association. See more photos on Page 2.

Free Thanksgiving dinner today
MYRTLE CREEK – The annual Free Thanksgiving Dinner 

returns to the Myrtle Creek Community Center on Thanksgiv-
ing day, Thursday, November 27, today.

The doors of the community center are set to open at 11 
a.m. and the dinner will be served until 3 p.m.

The menu has not changed much from previous years with 
the old holiday staples of turkey, ham, mashed potatoes and 
gravy, stuffing, corn, green beans and cranberry sauce. There 
will be pumpkin pie and other choices for dessert along with 
coffee, ice tea and water.

The dinner is open to anyone wanting to eat.

School board to meet 
TRI CITY – The South Umpqua School District Board of 

Directors will hold a board meeting Monday, December 1, at 
6:15 p.m. at the South Umpqua District Service Center. 

If you are a member of the community and cannot attend 
the meeting in person and wish to provide public comment, 

please email your comments to  tabitha.roberts@susd.k12.
or.us ahead of the meeting and your comments will be part of 
the public record.

Tree lighting December 6
MYRTLE CREEK -- The Myrtle Creek City Christmas 

Tree lighting ceremony will be held Saturday, December 6, at 
6 p.m. at the intersection of Second Avenue and Main Street. 

According to City Recorder Joanna Bilbrey there are plans 

Tree decorating set
MYRTLE CREEK — Myrtle Creek Elementary School, 

K-5th grade, students will again make decorations for the 
community Christmas tree.  

On Friday, December 5, in the afternoon., students will help 
decorate the community Christmas tree with help from the 
Myrtle Creek Public Works Crew.  

The children will give their personalized decoration to the 
city crew to hang on the tree.  Every child is given the chance 
to pick out the placement on the tree for their ornament.

for free hot coffee, hot chocolate and cookies beginning at 
5:30 p.m. and an appearance by Santa Claus shortly before the 
lighting.

The public is invited and encouraged to come out and be a 
part of this 19th annual event. Mayor Luke Dillon is scheduled 
to say a few words and flip the switch on the lights. For more 
information on the event contact city hall at 863-3171.

Mail offices closed
MYRTLE CREEK -- The Douglas County Mail office will 

be closed Wednesday, November 26, through Sunday, Novem-
ber 30, in celebration of Thanksgiving. The office will reopen 
on Monday, December 1, at 9 a.m. Deadlines for the Decem-
ber 4 edition are Monday, December 1, by 4 p.m.
City hall closed for holiday

MYRTLE CREEK -- Myrtle Creek City Hall will be closed 
Thursday and Friday, November 27 and 28, in observance of 
the Thanksgiving holiday.  City offices will reopen on Mon-
day, December 1, at 8 a.m.
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Happy Thanksgiving

MORE SCENES FROM THE ANNUAL CORK AND KEG WALK HELD FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 21, IN DOWNTOWN MYRTLE CREEK
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Let’s make it a true Happy Thanksgiving

It has been a while since I 
have picked up the proverbial 
pen and put it to paper. I don’t 
know if has been because I 
had nothing to say, which I 
doubt, or because of my busy 
schedule that doesn’t allow 
for my more regular involve-
ment.

I am tending to lean to the 
latter, however, I decided that 
it was time to craft something 
as we enter this holiday sea-
son.

I have been known to write 
about the most trivial things 
in life, or so I have been told, 
and there have been many 
mileposts shared along the 
way.

Well, I am not going to talk 
about trimming the tree and 
hanging another ornament, 
that column will come in 
about six weeks.

What I would like to talk 
about is getting back to the 
basics. Whether that be in 
our, jobs, in our relationships 
or just in life our lives in gen-
eral.

Life is too short to contin-
ue to let barriers and what we 
might misidentify as barriers 
get in the way.

We all have our own so-
cial, religious and political 
views and we all know the 
old adage that there are two 
things you never discuss with 
friends and that is religion 
and politics.

Well, I am saying let’s 
throw all that baggage away 
and let’s just talk to one an-
other as human beings, no 
stereotypes, no ethnic bound-
aries, no gender barriers. Just 
as stripped naked and raw 
emotional human beings.

We need to be thankful 
for who and what each and 
everyone of us is. Especially 
this time of year as we start 
the emotional roller coaster of 
the holidays.

Take a look at our fore-
fathers on that very first 
Thanksgiving. There was no 
persecution for the religious 
beliefs of the Native Amer-

icans. No, that was why the 
Pilgrims were there in the first 
place was to escape those per-
secutions.

They didn’t care that their 
skin was of a different color 
or that they dressed different-
ly.

They were all thankful for 
their contributions to keeping 
them alive and showing them 
how to grow foods a differ-
e3nt way and to grow differ-
ent foods.

We need to take this pure-
ness to heart as we hold our 
own Thanksgiving celebra-
tions.

Stop and smell the prover-
bial roses and remember why 
we do the things we do.

This is also so very perti-
nent as so many changes are 
happening in the world and a 
few right here at home.

I am talking about The 
Douglas County Mail. We 
recently embarked on a new 
journey, our website and an 
e-edition of the newspaper. 
Well because of changes that 
have occurred in our revenue 
stream and the continuing 
cost of printing and mailing, 
it appears unless we see some 
significant changes in adver-
tising that after the December 
25 issue this year we will be 
moving to a totally online 
presence and cease printing.

This does not come easily 
for me and my heart is very 
heavy because I am a news-
paperman and newspapers are 
supposed to be printed.

We will continue to pro-
vide the same news and sports 
coverage that you have come 
to expect over the last 25 
years and in some areas we 
will even be able to provide 
more timely news

Please let me know your 
feelings on this change. 

Now for the sappy stuff.
Over the last 24 years I 

have come to learn and hope-
fully absorb the kindness and 
forgiveness and loving nature 
that Lions Clubs provide each 
and every day.

I hope that I have been able 
to in turn provide these same 
examples to those individuals 
that the Lions have provid-
ed opportunities for over the 
years.

I am so thankful that I was 
given the opportunity by my 
good friend the late Chuck 
Johnson to become a part of 
this incredible organization.

Being a part of this  club 
has changed my life and 
hopefully made me a better 
person.

Thank all of you who are 
members of this organization 
because each and every one 
of you have left your mark not 
just on me but on everyone 
who has ever come in contact 
with you in your journey.

Now comes the time that I 
feel that I need to honor some 
individuals that have been 
very instrumental throughout 
my life.

Yes, this is the proverbial 
Thank You section, but with a 
twist so stay tuned.

Probably one of the most 
influential people in my life 
was my father, Lyle Chaney. 
A logger by trade and the 
smartest man I have met still 
to this day. He enjoyed sitting 
around reading encyclopedias 
and the dictionary.

Another person very in-
strumental in my early devel-
opment was my first through 
fourth grade teacher Miss 
Herscher. She taught the val-
ue of phonics the love for ed-
ucation.

Third would be my moth-
er, Alice Chaney. We were 
dirt poor growing up but she 
always made sure that we had 
the necessities and if there 
was something we wanted 
or needed she would do her 
very best to make it happen. 
She taught me the value of a 
dollar.

My sister, Renee, who 
taught me it’s alright to have 
a difference of opinion even if 
I have to break your nose to 
bring you around to my way 
of thinking. Seriously, I am 
very proud of my sister and 
what she has accomplished in 
life despite the trials and trib-
ulations that have confronted 
her these last few years.

This is in no way in order 
of importance it is strictly 
what is falling from my mind 
to the keyboard.

In Lions I have had and 
still have some very close and 
instrumental people.

Of course, first and fore-
most Chuck Johnson for in-
troducing me to this incred-
ible journey. Gail Black for 
being a mentor throughout. 
Vince Bishop for continuing 
to believe in me. Joyce An-
derson for always giving me 
good counsel. Robin Stoeck-
ler for being a good friend 
with insight beyond my realm 
and good pudding shots.

As for my local club I have 
the utmost respect for all of 
you but our Projects Commit-
tee in particular: Joanna, Su-
san, Laura, Janis and Gail. All 
of you are willing to work on 
anything at any time and what 
you as a group have been able 
to put together over the last 
10 or so years has been in-
credible.

Finally I will talk about my 
family. To list all the mem-

bers of the family that have 
touched my life and contin-
ue to to do so daily would 
fill this page but you know 
who you are Amber, Logan, 
Blaine, Polly, Karen, Angela. 
Thank You.

My children, Bob and 
Crystal and I suppose I should 
add Amanda to that group as 
well. You have become suc-
cessful in your endeavors 
and are happy in life and that 
makes me happy to see you 
enjoying your time again be-
cause it is so fleeting. I am 
very proud of the adults you 
have become.

To my grandchildren Reo 
and Rory you are the epitome 
of success. From the physical 
obstacles you have confront-
ed in your short time on this 
earth to the High School grad-
uates and college students 
you now are. I am so proud of 
everything you do.

That brings me to my love, 
my stalwart, my confidant, 
the most incredible person in 
this world, Karrie. You have 
stuck by my side for these last 

47 years give or take. Sure we 
have had our trials and tribu-
lations but here we are.

Some 24and 1/2 years ago 
you encouraged me to take 
the leap to own the paper and 
we did so as they say on a 
wing and a prayer. 

We are now slowly mak-
ing our way down the other 
side of that slippery slope 
and I can’t think of anyone I 
would rather have by my side 
to walk for the remainder of 
this journey. You make me. 
Without you there is no me. I 
Love You.

So to all of these people 
and to everyone who has tak-
en the time to read this col-
umn to the end I wish you the 
Happiest of Thanksgivings 
and an incredible holiday sea-
son.

And I look forward to 
continuing to provide you 
with the best possible news 
and prep sports coverage of 
southern Douglas County in 
whatever format that might 
be and may we make it anoth-
er 100 years.

Canyonville
          Recapped
By Mayor Christine Morgan

It’s time to celebrate 
Thanksgiving! When I was 
sworn in for each of my 
terms I took an oath that 
reads “I, Christine Morgan, 
do solemnly swear that I 
will support the Constitu-
tion of the United States, 
and the State of Oregon, 
and the Charter of the City 
of Canyonville, all Federal 
and State Laws and Ordi-
nances of the City of Can-
yonville, and that I will, to 
the best of my ability, faith-
fully perform the duties of 
mayor during my contin-
uance therein, so help me 
God.” It’s a short paragraph 
that speaks volumes and I 
agree with each and every 
word today just like I did 
three years ago.  We often 
list people and things we’re 
thankful for during this sea-
son and my list is a mile 
long! Volunteers and city 
staff and my family are at 
the top of my list. But the 
tip-top is reserved for God. 
The last little phrase “so 
help me God”, is amazingly 
true. He’s given me a love 
for my home town and the 
people residing therein. I 

thank Him for His blessings 
and pray you all have a won-
derful Thanksgiving with 
family and friends.

In Canyonville:
. Pacific Power converted 

7 downtown street lights to 
LED heads at a cost to the 
City of approximately $4,000; 
Canyonville Area Chamber of 
Commerce donated $2,000 of 
that and the illumination-dif-
ference is astounding. 

. Public Works will soon 
have a dump/tilt trailer which 
is a much-needed piece of 
equipment that will enhance 
the department. I agree with 
whoever first said “work 
smarter not harder”.

. Legal proceedings contin-
ue to move forward concern-
ing the dangerous buildings 
near the corner of 5th and 
Main Streets. We’re a step 
closer this month than last. 
The wheels of justice have 
their “legal pace”, and that’s 
okay. Legal is the only way to 
proceed.

Mark your calendars and 
come on down for Canyon-
ville’s annual Tree Lighting 
event sponsored by Canyon-
ville Area Chamber of Com-

merce. Friday, December 
5th from 5 to 7 p.m. in 
the parking lot between 
Ken’s Sidewalk Café and 
Canyonville Cigars & 
Cigarettes. NEW THIS 
YEAR! MAIN STREET 
WILL BE CLOSED BE-
TWEEN FIRST AND 
SECOND STREET. A 
CLEAR ROUTE FOR 
THE DETOUR WILL BE 
MARKED. The tree will 
be lit at 5:30 p.m., San-
ta Claus, Mrs. Claus and 
their elves will arrive by 
fire truck! Musical enter-
tainment, fire pits, chili, hot 
chocolate, coffee and cook-
ies are provided for those 
in attendance and a goodie 
bag for each child will be 
handed out by Mrs. Claus.  
Area businesses, Canyon-
ville Main Street Associa-
tion, individuals, and Can-
yonville Area Chamber of 
Commerce, by their dona-
tions, make this all possi-
ble. There will be an oppor-
tunity for those attending to 
donate as well. 

Boys Basketball
Wednesday, December 3

Sutherlin JV at Glendale, 6:30 p.m.
Mohawk at Days Creek, 7:30 p.m.

Myrtle Point at South Umpqua, 7:30 p.m.

Girls Basketball
Wednesday, December 3

Sutherlin JV at Glendale, 5 p.m.
Mohawk at Days Creek, 6 p.m.

Myrtle Point at South Umpqua, 6 p.m.

Virtual public meeting on drug 
prescription prices set 

SALEM – The Oregon 
Department of Consum-
er and Business Services’ 
(DCBS) Division of Finan-
cial Regulation (DFR) will 
be hosting a public hearing 
on prescription drug pric-
es on Thursday, December 
4, at 1:30 p.m. via Zoom. 
The public is invited to partic-
ipate and here are some ways 
you can:

Let your voice be heard: 
DFR is asking for the public’s 
help before the 2025 public 
hearing. The division has set 
up a brief survey for consum-
ers to share their stories about 
rising prescription drug pric-
es. 

Drug prices play a major 
role in health care decisions 
of Oregonians, and the cost 
of prescription drugs have 
steadily increased. The divi-
sion wants to hear your sto-
ries about the costs of pre-
scription drugs and how it has 
affected you and your family. 
The previous testimonials are 
available on our website. 
Attend the hearing via Zoom: 
There will be opportunities 
for public comment, and Or-

egon legislators will serve 
as moderators for panel pre-
sentations. The legislators 
include Sen. Deb Patterson, 
Sen. Diane Linthicum, Rep. 
Emerson Levy, and Rep. Rob 
Nosse. We encourage you to 
testify at the hearing or pro-
vide written testimony. For 
more information about the 
hearing, email  rx.prices@
dcbs.oregon.gov.

DFR has invited speakers 
to talk about biosimilars and 
their marketing. A biosimi-
lar is a biologic product that 
has been found to have no 
clinically meaningful differ-
ences from its comparable 
brand-name medication by 
the FDA. Those speakers in-
clude:

Benjamin N. Rome (Har-
vard Medical School)

Alex Keeton (Association 
for Accessible Medicines)

Michael Reilly (Alliance 
for Safe Biologic Medicines)

Invited presenters to speak 
about challenges and ideas for 
financing drugs that create is-
sues for traditional insurance 
financing models include:

Daniel Ollendorf (Institute 

for Clinical and Economic 
Review – ICER)

Deborah “Dee” Weston 
(Oregon Health Authority)

Sharon Lamberton (PhR-
MA)

You can learn more  about 
the agenda  on our web-
site. There will be oppor-
tunities for public com-
ment. Oregon Insurance 
Commissioner TK Keen 
will facilitate the hearing. 
The Prescription Drug Price 
Transparency Act (ORS 
646A.689) directed the Or-
egon Department of Con-
sumer and Business Services 
to establish a transparency 
program to accept reports 
and disclose certain infor-
mation from prescription 
drug manufacturers, health 
insurance carriers, and con-
sumers on drug prices. 
The goal of the program is 
to provide accountability 
for prescription drug pricing 
through the notice and dis-
closure of specific drug costs 
and price information from 
pharmaceutical manufactur-
ers, health insurers, and con-
sumers.

Pacific Power warns customers about billing scams 
PORTLAND  —  Heading 

into the holiday season, Pa-
cific Power is reminding cus-
tomers to be vigilant about 
fraudulent communications 
from scammers posing as 
utility representatives. This 
activity tends to increase 
during this time of year.  

Customers can protect 
themselves from these types 
of schemes by being aware of 
the following facts:  

Scammers will often 
tell you that your service is 
scheduled to be interrupted in 
the next 30 to 60 minutes.  

Fact:  Pacific Power  will 
not contact any customer de-
manding immediate payment 
to avoid disconnecting their 
service the same day. Be sus-
picious of anyone who con-
tacts you demanding on-the-
spot payment. 

Fraudsters may ask you to 
purchase a prepaid card and 
tell them the card information 
over the phone.  

Fact:  Pacific Power  does 
not  ask customers to make 
payments by purchasing a 
prepaid card. You and other 
customers can always choose 
how you would like to make 
payments. 

 If you receive one of these 
calls, ask the caller to state 
your account number and 

compare it with the number 
listed on your bill. 

Fact:  Pacific Power cus-
tomer service employees will 
always have your correct ac-
count number. 

  Scammers have increas-
ingly used text messages as a 
means of targeting victims.  

Fact:  Pacific Power  will 
not demand payment via text 
message. 

Pacific Power encourages 
customers to set up their on-
line billing profile at Pay My 
Bill (on PacificPower.net) 
where they can pay bills and 
review statements.  

Scammers may use a so-
phisticated and deceptive 
tactic that makes it appear to 
caller ID systems that the call 
is coming from Pacific Pow-
er when it is not. Hang up if 
you receive a suspicious or 
concerning call, and call our 
customer service line directly 
at 1-888-221-7070. 

Pacific Power is asking 
customers to report informa-
tion about any scam call re-
ceived, including the phone 
number the person is calling 
from and any information that 
may help to track down the 
fraudsters.  
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Collection of “history hoarder” is a priceless treasure today

Douglas County Mail Courtesy photo/Oregon Historical Society
George Himes as he appeared in the 1890s, in costume for an Oregon Pioneers Associ-
ation event. 

Douglas County Mail Courtesy photo/The West Shore magazine
George Himes’ printshop, on Second Street near Yamhill, as it appeared in 1886; you can 
see his sign beneath the awning on the left side of the frame.

By Finn J.D. John
If you were to start asking 

local historians, asking them 
who the most influential Or-
egon historians of the 19th 
century were, there would 
be several names you would 
hear over and over.

You’d hear Frances Fuller 
Victor mentioned the most; 
the “Mother of Oregon His-
tory” is certainly the most 
famous, despite Hubert Howe 
Bancroft’s efforts to pass off 
her work as his own. And you 
might hear a mention or two 
of Oregonian editor Harvey 
Scott — although really, Scott 
was more of a propagandist 
than a historian, and would 
never be caught passing on a 
tale that reflected poorly on 
the state or contradicted the 
heroic “Oregon story.”

But the name you’d be least 
likely to recognize is that of a 
failed printer, amateur histo-
rian and compulsive collector 
from Portland: George Henry 
Himes. 

George Himes is best 
known as the curator of the 
Oregon Historical Society, a 
position he held from 1915 
until his death in 1940. That’s 
because it was during that 
time that it became clear to 
anyone interested in state 
history what he had done for 
the state. For decades he had 
been, you might say, a hoard-
er — but a hoarder with a 
purpose, and a hoarder of a 
very specific type of material. 
And he left his hoard as his 
legacy to his adopted home 
state: a massive collection of 
things — documents, books, 
maps, photographs and phys-
ical artifacts — that forms 
the foundation of the Oregon 
Historical Society’s collec-
tions today. 

In doing so, Himes helped 
set a tone for how history 
would be done in Oregon — a 
tone that draws as much from 
the journalist’s toolkit, and 
the amateur antiquarian’s, as 
it does from the professional 
academic historian’s. 

George Henry Himes was 
born near Troy, Pennsylvania, 
in 1844, and emigrated on the 
Oregon Trail nine years lat-
er. They settled in the town 
of Lacey, up in what’s now 
Washington, and when he 
was 17, young George got his 
start as an apprentice printer 
to a newspaper publisher.

Himes made his way to 
Portland in 1864 and took a 
job setting type on the Port-
land Morning Oregonian; his 
hand set the type in the Or-
egonian that announced the 
assassination of Abraham 
Lincoln the following year. 
This was probably about the 
time he adopted his lifelong 
habit of historical scrapbook-
ing and collecting, saving 
clippings and artifacts of con-
temporary historical events 
— forming the nucleus of the 
collection that he would one 
day bequeath to OHS.

By 1870, Himes had his 
own printing company, which 
he somewhat unimaginative-
ly named “Himes the Printer.” 
He’d met and married a wom-
an named Anna Riggs, and 
the two of them were getting 
started on building a family 
that would eventually include 
11 children.

But by 1873, Himes was 
already worrying about the 
obscurity that would soon 
fall upon the stories of the 
pioneers who had braved the 
Oregon Trail twenty years be-
fore. As the city around him 
grew in size and opulence, 
he worried that their stories 
would be lost. And, of course, 
being one of their number 
himself, he took that prospect 
rather personally.

So with several other Ore-
gon Trail veterans, he formed 
the Oregon Pioneer Associa-
tion.

The OPA was more of a fra-
ternal organization-cum-pub-
lic-relations outfit than a true 
historical society. Over the 
years, it staged parades and 
banquets, sponsored lectures 
and shows, and published 
books and articles, all of 
which were at pains to pre-
serve the pioneers’ stories 
(and, a professional academic 
historian might remark, per-
haps also to reshape and my-
thologize them just a bit).

But the OPA was, until the 
Oregon Historical Society 
was formed in 1900, the or-
ganization most in control of 
the narrative of Oregon histo-
ry. And, backed up by Himes’ 
already-huge-and-growing 
collection, it was growing to 
resemble a historical society 
more and more.

Himes the Printer, during 
this time, made a name for 
himself as a publisher of Pi-
oneer Association items and 
other poorly-selling nuggets 
of Oregon history, as well as 
several volumes of Joaquin 
Miller’s poetry. A lifelong 
Congregationalist, he was also 
a hardcore temperance man; 
when, in 1874, Frances Full-
er Victor published the story 
of the temperance riots (“The 
Women’s War with Whiskey; 
or, Crusading in Portland”), 
Himes was the publisher.

But Himes never was much 
of a businessman. As a pub-

lisher, his knack for seeing 
the significance of historical 
events as they happened was a 
real hindrance. Nobody want-
ed to read “The History of 
the Willamette Valley” when 
it was published in 1885, be-
cause that history was just a 
couple dozen years old and 
most valley residents already 
knew it. Similar bad decisions 
kept his business perpetually 
tottering. And it didn’t help 
that the lion’s share of his 
labor and time and attention 
were all taken up with adding 
to his collections, conducting 
oral-history interviews with 
aging pioneers, and volun-
teering on OPA events.

By 1898, though, it was 
clear that unless OPA was 
willing to open its member-
ship to non-pioneers, some-
thing new was needed. 

So Himes, together with 
Oregonian editor Harvey 
Scott and University of Or-
egon professor Frederic G. 
Young and others, formed 
and incorporated the Oregon 
Historical Society — the first 
of its kind on the West Coast. 
(The California Historical 
Society claims 1871 as a birth 
date, but shares only a name 
with the short-lived organiza-
tion that was founded at that 
time. Its true founding date 
was 1922.)

When the OHS was 
launched in 1900, it was clear 
that it would be carrying for-
ward in the same style as the 
OPA, only with more profes-
sionalism. Professor Young 

was named editor of a new 
professional peer-reviewed 
journal, the Oregon Histori-
cal Quarterly. Scott became 
the president. And Himes, 
gregarious and enthusiastic as 
always, became the curator of 
the new organization’s collec-
tions — almost all of which 
had been collected by Himes 
himself.

The early years of the Or-
egon Historical Society have 
been criticized by modern 
historians such as E. Kim-
bark MacColl for being too 
boosterish, too interested in 
presenting a glorious Ore-
gon story of bravery, nobility 
and regional exceptionalism, 
and insufficiently willing to 
own up to tales of darkness 
and meanness. Certainly the 
Historical Society was not 
the place to go to learn about 
shanghaiiers, bootleggers, 
bordellos, opium dens and 
political corruption. Those 
stories would be supplied 
later, by jaded newspaper ra-
conteurs such as Stewart Hol-
brook and Herbert Lundy.

But although Himes prob-
ably approved of this sort of 
silent whitewashing of the 
state’s history, that wasn’t his 
department. His specialty — 
at first just a hobby, but after 
1902 his full-time occupation 
— was building that massive 
collection of artifacts, unvar-
nished pieces of a fast-fading 
past: Old books, manuscripts, 
photos, transcripts of more 
than 7,000 interviews he’d 
conducted with pioneers, and 

plenty of articles carrying his 
own by-line.

It’s entirely possible that, 
if transported to the modern 
day, George Himes would be 
labeled a hoarder. Especially 
when he was first embark-
ing on his lifelong collect-
ing habit, when the artifacts 
he was saving — newspaper 
clippings, old letters, mem-
oranda with important peo-
ple’s signatures on them, that 
kind of thing — were not 
yet old enough to be rare or 
cherished. But by saving all 
those things, and adding to 
them over a lifetime of travels 
and interviews and search-
ings-out, Himes probably 
contributed more to the study 
of Oregon history than any 
other single individual — and 

his collections are still con-
tributing to it today.

(Sources: Laugesen, 
Amanda. “George Himes, 
F.G. Young, and the Ear-
ly Years of the OHS,” Or-
egon Historical Quarterly, 
spring 2000; Wexler, Geof-
frey. “George Himes (1844-
1940),” The Oregon Encyclo-
pedia, oregonencyclopedia.
org)

Finn J.D. John teaches at 
Oregon State University and 
writes about odd tidbits of Or-
egon history. His most recent 
book, Bad Ideas and Horrible 
People of Old Oregon, pub-
lished by Ouragan House last 
year. 

To contact him or suggest 
a topic:  finn@offbeatoregon.
com or 541-357-2222.

Christmas Tree permits 
available for the Umpqua 
National Forest

ROSEBURG -– Christmas 
tree permits are now available 
to purchase at Forest offices, 
several local businesses, and 
online through Recreation.
gov. Details about designated 
cutting areas, dates, and help-
ful tips may be found here.

To purchase a Christmas 
tree permit online, visit Rec-
reation.gov and search for 
the Umpqua National Forest 
Christmas Tree Permits. It is 
important to carefully read the 
overview and need-to-know 
information prior to purchas-
ing. As specified on the per-
mit, Christmas tree permits 
purchased online must be 
printed to be valid and can 
only be used on Umpqua Na-
tional Forest lands. Christmas 
tree permits cost $5 each and 
are limited to one per house-
hold. An additional $2.50 fee 
will be charged for permits 
purchased through Recre-
ation.gov. 

Traditional Christmas tree 
permits are still available 
through Umpqua Nation-
al Forest offices and several 
local businesses. Participat-
ing vendors are conveniently 
open evenings and weekend 
hours. A list of vendors is 
available at the end of this 
news release. Traditional per-
mits are valid on Umpqua Na-
tional Forest land only and do 
not authorize tree cutting on 
private, state, or other feder-
ally managed lands.

Fourth graders with an 
Every Kid Outdoors pass are 
eligible for a free Christmas 

tree permit and can apply by 
entering the pass or voucher 
number when purchasing a 
permit online (note: a $2.50 
reservation fee will be ap-
plied). 

Permits are available at: 
Bi-Mart in Roseburg, Suther-
lin and Winston; Canyon 
Market in Canyonville, Di-
amond Lake Resort,  Dixon-
ville Store,  Dry Creek Store 
in Idleyld Park, Glide Store, 
Idleyld Trading Post, Java 
Runs on Green, Harvard and 
Stephens, Myrtle Creek City 
Hall, and Peel Country Store 
in Glide

The USDA Forest Service 
has for more than 100 years 
brought people and commu-
nities together to answer the 
call of conservation. Ground-
ed in world-class science and 
technology– and rooted in 
communities–the Forest Ser-
vice connects people to nature 
and to each other. The Forest 
Service cares for shared nat-
ural resources in ways that 
promote lasting economic, 
ecological, and social vi-
tality. The agency manages 
193 million acres of public 
land, provides assistance to 
state and private landowners, 
maintains the largest wildland 
fire and forestry research or-
ganizations in the world. The 
Forest Service also has either 
a direct or indirect role in 
stewardship of about 900 mil-
lion forested acres within the 
U.S., of which over 130 mil-
lion acres are urban forests 
where most Americans live.
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CLASSIFIEDS WORK 
PLACE YOURS 

TODAY

Classified Advertisements
The Douglas County Mail 
Classified Advertisement

All Classifieds are PREPAID
Fill in your classified ad in the space below and mail it with payment 
in full to The Douglas County Mail, P.O. Box 729, Myrtle Creek, OR  
97457 or drop it by The Douglas County Mail office 325 NE First Av-
enue, Myrtle Creek, before Monday at 4 p.m. to have it included in 
Thursday’s edition. If you need additional space or want to run more 
than one advertisement please include a full copy of each ad on a 
separate piece of paper

30 WORDS OR LESS $10.00 
ALL ADDITIONAL WORDS ARE $.25 EACH  

1. _________________  2. _________________     3. _________________ 

4. _________________  5. _________________     6. _________________

7. _________________  8. _________________     9. _________________ 

10. _________________11. _________________   12. _________________  

13. _________________14. _________________   15. _________________

16. _________________17. _________________   18. _________________

19. _________________20. _________________   21. _________________      

22. _________________23. _________________   24. _________________

25. _________________26. _________________   27. _________________

28. _________________29. _________________   30. _________________      

STATEWIDE 
CLASSIFIEDS.

DIVORCE $130. Complete prepa-
ration. Includes children, custody, 
support, property and bills division. 
No court appearances. Divorced 
in 1-5 weeks possible. 503-772-
5295. www.paralegalalternatives.
com legalalt@msn.com.

:Switch and save up to $250/year 
on your talk, text and data. No con-
tract and no hidden fees. Unlimited 
talk and text with flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide coverage. 
100% U.S. based customer ser-
vice. For more information, call 
1-877-916-0803

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, 
Text and Data For Just $25/mo! 
The Power Of 3 5G Networks, One 
Low Price! 
Call Today and Get The Latest iP-
hone Every Year On Us! 844-955-
3417

FREE high speed internet for those 
that qualify. Government program 
for recipients of select programs 
incl. Medicaid, SNAP, Housing As-
sistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 
GB internet service. Bonus offer: 
Android tablet FREE with one-time 
$20 copay. Free shipping & han-
dling. Call Maxsip Telecom today! 
1-877-390-0458.

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  
Free Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 
80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus 
Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. 
Call Today! 1-866-373-9175.

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get 
your favorite live TV, sports and lo-
cal channels. 99% signal reliability! 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/mo for 
12 months. 

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a 
new, custom bath or shower in as 
little as one day. For a limited time, 
waiving ALL installation costs! (Addi-
tional terms apply. 
Subject to change and vary by deal-
er. (Offer ends 12/29/24.) Call 
1-855-341-5268.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 855-839-0752.

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-the-line instal-
lation and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-833-395-1433.

Stroke and Cardiovascular disease 

are leading causes of death, ac-
cording to the American Heart As-
sociation. Screenings can provide 
peace of mind or early detection! 
Contact Life Line Screening to 
schedule your screening. Special 
offer - 5 screenings for just $149. 
Call 1-844-655-0972.

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV 
and more to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle 
pickup and receive a top tax deduc-

HBO Max and Premium Channels 
included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) No annual 
contract, no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-855-
602-2009.

IWe Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! 
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy three step process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. 

Is 2024 your year? WeÂ’re here for it 
and here for you. Reach your goals 
this year with WeightWatchers. 
Get started with THREE months 
FREE, visit www.weightwatchersof-
fer.com/39.

Prepare for power outages today 
with a GENERAC home standby 
generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request 
a FREE Quote Â– Call now before 
the next power outage: 1-877-557-
1912.

$$PAYING TOP DOLLAR$$ For 
Sports Card Collections: Baseball, 
Basketball, Football, & Pokemon. 
Premium Paid for Vintage Pre 1980. 
Referral Bonuses Available. Call 
Corey 541-838-0364.

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages 
and power your home. Full instal-
lation services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request a FREE, 
no obligation, quote today. Call 
1-844-989-2328.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter es-
timate today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-855-536-8838.

Wesley Financial Group, LLC. 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts. 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free informational package and 

learn how to get rid of your time-
share! Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 844-487-
0221.

Call LeafGuard and say goodbye to 
gutter cleaning for good. No clean-
ing. No leaking. No water damage. 
No more ladder accidents. Get 
LeafGuard today and be protected 
for life. FREE estimate. Financing 
available. 20% off total purchase 
(Restrictions may apply.) Call 
1-844-345-1537.

The bathroom of your dreams in as 
little as 1 day. Limited Time Offer - 
$1000 off or No Payments and No 
Interest for 18 months for custom-
ers who qualify. 
BCI Bath & Shower. Many options 
available. Quality materials & pro-
fessional installation. Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts Available. Call To-
day! 1-844-847-9778.

tion! 
Call Veteran Car Donations at 
1-866-695-9265 today!

Get a break on your taxes! Donate 
your car, truck, or SUV to assist the 
blind and visually impaired. Arrange 
a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup and 
secure a generous tax credit for 
2025. 
Call Heritage for the Blind Today at 
1-844-533-9173 today!

&

Donate Your Car
Imagine the Di� erence You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible 
and the proceeds help provide services to 
help the blind and visually impaired.

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

a $200 restaurant 
voucher

✔ ✔ a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations

✔

Call 1-844-533-9173

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 877-557-1912 to 
schedule your free quote!

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

An Invitation To Worship

A guide to churches of south Douglas County

Tri-City 
Baptist Church

Rick Smith, Pastor 863-4742
158 SE Crest Dr, Myrtle Creek

Service Times Offered
Sunday Morning.Worship     11 am
 Sunday School 	  9:30 am
Sunday Ev. Adult Service         6 pm
Wed. Adult Bible Study           10 am

Church of the Nazarene
Pastor Guy Cooksey

235 NE Rice St., 
Myrtle Creek * 541/863-3715
www.myrtlecreeknaz.com

Sunday School 9:30 am
Worship, 10:45 am & 6 pm

Bible Study, Wed. 7 pm

Tri City 
Presbyterian Church

P.O. Box 704
355 Meadow Lane, 
Tri City, 863-4363

Call now
and receive a free 
XL battery with 
your ATTO SPORT 
purchase.

Folding Mobility Scooter

CALL NOW: 1-833-519-1915

receive a free 
with 

your ATTO SPORT 

*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be 
combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 12/30/25. Each dealership 
is independently owned and operated. **Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify/
Participating dealers only. See your dealer for details. ©2025 Bath Concepts Industries.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 847-9778CALL 
NOW

$1000 OFF*

OFFER EXPIRES 12/30/2025

0% Interest
For 18 Months**

$1500OFF when fi nancing
with remodelingloans.com**

OR

OR

a look at local weather 
Thursday, November 27, Thanksgiving Day

Overcast. A 40 percent chance of precipitation.
High 54. Low 44.

Saturday, November 29
Overcast. A 30 percent chance of precipitation. 

High 52. Low 36.

Sunday, November 30
Partly Cloudy. 

High 51. Low 33.

Wednesday, December 3
Partly Cloudy. 

High 48. Low 33.

Last Week’s Temperatures
						      Lo       		  High	       Precp
Wednesday, 	 November 19 	 39		  56	      .0
Thursday,		  November 20 	 36		  55	      .14
Friday,         		 November 21 	 37		  45	      .01
Saturday,    		  November 22    	 36		  48	      .0
Sunday		  November 23    	 45		  50	      .0
Monday,     		  November 24	 37		  52	      .15
Tuesday,   		  November 25    	 42		  51	      ---

A look back at last year
The cold fall rains continued as low temperatures ranged from a 
crisp 39 to a chilly 49 and the high temperatures rose from a brisk 
46 to a blustry 57. The valley took on 2.66 inches of precipitation.

Monday, December 1
Partly Cloudy. 

High 52. Low 36.

Tuesday, December 2
Overcast. A 30 percent chance of precipitation. 

High 50. Low 37.

Friday, November 28
Partly Cloudy.

High 53. Low 39.
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 1 TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3

THEME: HAPPY HOLIDAYS
ACROSS
1. Shapeless form
5. Hot springs resort
8. Not square
11. Private theater box
12. Relating to ear
13. Rome’s Colosseum, e.g.
15. I ____ you so!
16. *The opposite of a store 
the day before Christmas?
17. *”Auld Lang Syne” poet
18. *Partridge’s perch (2 
words)
20. Vegas numbers
21. New Zealand’s indige-
nous people
22. Fuss
23. Tabby’s favorite herb
26. More so than swell
30. Big-headedness
31. Resembling an ape
34. John Wayne Gacy’s 
____ the Clown
35. Photographer Dorothea 
of “Migrant Mother” fame
37. Type or kind
38. Like a sheep after a hair-
cut
39. D’Artagnan’s weapon of 
choice
40. Superlative of #33 Down
42. U.S. central bank
43. Wilma and Fred’s home-
town
45. *Latke’s main ingredient
47. Word of possibility
48. Turning token taker
50. Exclamation of sorrow
52. *____ Odbody of “It’s a 
Wonderful Life”
55. Raspberry drupelets
56. Saintly glow
57. Letter opener
59. Hunts for food
60. Banana leftover
61. Guesstimate phrase
62. *Color on a Kwanzaa 
flag
63. Not divisible by two
64. Scholarship criterion
DOWN
1. Deli acronym
2. Chicago’s central district, 
with The
3. Gawk at
4. Wish harm upon, arch.
5. One of The Beatles
6. Pileus, pl.
7. “The Road Runner” cor-
poration
8. Group of cows
9. Bed-and-breakfast alter-
native, pl.
10. *”The Nutcracker” step
12. Certain cephalopod, pl.
13. It’s sometimes humble
14. *Chuck Berry’s “Run, 
____, Run”
19. Reason to strike
22. Grass bristle
23. Famous one, slangily
24. Open-mouthed
25. Like a well-defined mus-
cle
26. Hot alcoholic beverage
27. Washing sponge
28. Type of heron
29. Rondeau, alt. sp.
32. *Santa’s beverage of 
choice
33. Not well

36. *Original home of Christ-
mas tannenbaum
38. Fur shawl
40. Extremely unfriendly
41. Plane trick
44. Reprieve in a desert
46. Muscle to bone connec-
tor
48. Skidded

49. Weighed
50. 4,840 square yards
51. Told an untruth
52. Head of family
53. Wrap in waxy cloth
54. Comfort
55. Financing acronym
58. Stewart of “Maggie May” 
fame

Christmas tree 
permits available

ROSEBUIRG --  Christ-
mas tree permits for cut-
ting your own tree(s) from 
BLM-administered lands will 
be available from the Bureau 
of Land Management’s Rose-
burg District Office  begin-
ning November 17 through 
December 24, 2025, at the 
following link:  https://forest-
products.blm.gov/customer/
permitselect/OR

In addition, if a person is 
interested in getting a Christ-
mas tree permit in person, the 
public can purchase a permit 
from November 17 through 
December 24, 2025, at 777 
Northwest Garden Valley 
Boulevard, Roseburg, Ore-
gon, during business hours.

The cost for a single tree 
up to 12-feet high is $5.00. A 
household is limited to three 
trees per permit. No commer-
cial permits will be issued. 
The permit tag authorizes 
purchasers to cut their own 
tree(s) on a self-serve basis 
in either the Swiftwater or 
South River Resource Areas 
on BLM-administered lands.

Permits and maps are avail-
able for purchase by phone at 
541-440-4930 from 8:00 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. Monday through 
Friday.

For more information con-
tact BLM at (541) 440-4930. 
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Business & Service 
Directory

Automotive Care and Repair

Doughnut Shop Advertising Newspapers

Would you like 
to advertise your 

business here for as 
little as $13 per week?

Call 541-863-5233 or e-mail 
dcmail@dcmail.info to find 

out how

325 NE FIRST AVE.
MYRTLE CREEK, OR

Hair Styling

Electronics and Sound

Subscribe
Today

The Douglas County Mail
$30 per year!

Call 
(541) 863-5233

to start your 
subscription

(Senior discounts available)

Business & Service 
Directory

NEED A QUOTE OR WANT 
PROFESSIONAL SOUND SERVICES 

CALL 541-580-4025

Music

Now Offering Curbside Recycling within city 
limits of 

Canyonville, Myrtle Creek & Riddle as well 
as in most areas of Tri City

95 GALLON 
ROLL CAN

Furnished & picked up  once a 

week within city limits and rural 
areas 

Rates for larger containers and construction drop boxes can 
be found on our website at www.sudisposal.com.

$45 per  month
plus $10 cleaning deposit

541-863-3363

Serving Myrtle Creek, Tri City, Riddle, 

Canyonville, Days Creek and Tiller

20

Wishing you a Happy of Thanksgiving 
and a Wonderful Holiday season

283 Western 
Myrtle Creek 
863-5268

Home & Hardware

 863-5284

919 N. OLD PACIFIC HIWAY, 
MYRTLE CREEK

Wishing you and your family 
a Happy Thanksgiving!

$5 off any 
GIANT pizza 

with this 

Offer valid thru Dec. 31

coupon

Day or Night 
Electric

PO Box 326, 
Riddle 

874-2371

 Wishing You 
and Yours a 

Happy 
Thanksgiving

Happy Thanksgiving
The Pilgrims settled 
at a place called 
Plymouth. 
Plymouth offered 
an excellent harbor 
and plenty of re-
sources. The local 
Native Americans 
were also non-hos-
tile. But their hap-
piness was short-
lived. Ill-equipped 
to face the winter 
on this estranged 
place they were 
ravaged thorough-
ly. Somehow they 
were saved by a 
group of local Na-
tive Americans who 
befriended them 
and helped them 
with food.
Soon the natives 
taught the settlers 
the techniques to 
cultivate corn and 
grow native vege-
tables, and store 
them for hard days. 
By the next win-
ter they had raised 
enough crops to 
keep them alive. 
The winter came 
and passed by with-
out much harm. 
The settlers knew 
they had beaten 
the odds and it was 
time to celebrate.

They celebrated it 
with a grand com-
munity feast where-
in the friendly native 
Americans were 
also invited.  The 
recipes entailed 
“corn” (wheat, by 
the Pilgrims usage 
of the word), Indian 

corn, barley, pump-
kins and peas, 
“fowl” (specifically 
“waterfowl”), deer, 
fish. And yes, of 
course the yummy 
wild turkey.
However, the third 
year was real bad 
when the corn got 

damaged. Pilgrim 
Governor William 
Bradford ordered a 
day of fasting and 
prayer, and rain 
happened to follow 
soon. To celebrate 
- November 29th of 
that year was pro-
claimed a day of 
thanksgiving. This 
date is believed to 
be the real begin-
ning of the present 
Thanksgiving

Happy T hanksgiving to you and 
your . May your holiday season 
bring joy with family and friends

Mon. - Sat. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m., 267 SE Main St., Winston
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