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Downtown Halloween 
Street Fair this Friday 

MYRTLE CREEK – The 2025 
Downtown Halloween Street Fair 
is set to take place Halloween night, 
Friday, October 31, from 5 p.m. to 7 
p.m. in downtown Myrtle Creek.

The overall event sponsor, the 
Myrtle Creek ~Tri City Area Cham-
ber of Commerce, will be providing 
candy to those chamber members 
that are going to either remain open 
or for those members from outside 
the downtown corridor who are go-
ing to set up a booth and hand out 
candy.

One of the highlights of the eve-
ning is the annual costume contest 

which provides cash prizes and/or 
gift certificates in four age groups.

Gravesly will also be on hand to 
greet people. 

The official Halloween Head-
quarters is the lobby of the RIO 
Theater.

Several of the streets in the down-
town corridor will be closed to traf-
fic to provide a safe environment for 
the kids to trick or treat in.

This year marks the 23rd year of 
the Downtown Halloween Street 
Fair, which was originally pro-
posed in 2003 by the late Barber Bill 
Whisenant and Bob Chaney..

30+ years in the making

Douglas County Mail photo by Bob Chaney, Sr.
Longtime Mayor of Riddle Bill Duckett, who recently resigned from the post, was honored on Saturday, 
October 25, with a retirement party culuminating his 30+ years as Mayor. Several people were on hand to 
give Duckett well wishes including all three Douglas County Commissioners; Tom Kress, Chris Boice and 
Tim Freeman. Freeman spoke on behalf of the Commissioners and presented Duckett with one of their 
Challenge Coins. (ABOVE) Newly appointed Mayor Aaron Christensen (RIGHT) presents Duckett (LEFT) 
with a plaque denoting his service to the city of Riddle for over three decades. Riddle City Manager Kathy 
Wilson (CENTER) looks on. Wilson also spoke about her time with the city and how Duckett was a part of 
that. Others in attendance spoke about how Duckett had been a part of their lives over the last 30 years and 
how much they were going to miss that but also how they were looking forward to new relationaships with 
the new leadership. See more photos on Page 11.

SUSD looking at new curriculum 
TRI CITY – The South Umpqua School District is review-

ing potential Social Emotional Learning curriculum which 
will be purchased and implemented in the classrooms in the 
fall of 2026. Each curriculum being considered are for K-12 
grade levels.  The curriculums being considered are: Character 
Strong, Second-Step and Wayfinder . 

If any member of the public would like to view these ma-
terials please contact Emily Veale at 541-863-3115 or through 
email at Emily.veale@susd.k12.or.us. 

Materials will be available for review at the South Umpqua 
School District Service Center, located at 558 SW Chadwick 
Lane, from October 27 to November 14. 

Haunted house set 
MYRTLE CREEK -- The Myrtle Creek Grange will hold 

its annual Myrtle Hollow Haunted House for three nights this 
year. The Haunted House will be open Wednesday, October 
29, Thursday, October 30, and Friday, October 31. The hours 
are 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. each day. Admission is $5 per person or 
$20 per family (limit six persons). 

All proceeds will benefit the Myrtle Creek Volunteer Fire 
Department’s Clothe-a Child program and Myrtle Creek 
Grange community projects.

Visitor center grand opening set 
MYRTLE CREEK – The City of Myrtle Creek will hold a grand 

opening for the Visitor Center Saturday, November 1, from 9 a.m. to 12 
p.m. with refreshments available.

The public is invited to come and take a look at the new center locat-
ed on Main Street between Tommy’s All American Burger Company 
and Village Realty.

The center was scheduled to open back in the early summer of this 
year but due to unforeseen complications the opening was delayed.

The plan is to have the visitor center open one day a week to start 
with along with being open during downtown events.

The center will be staffed by volunteers from the Myrtle Creek~Tri 
City Area Chamber of Commerce, the Friends of the Myrtle Creek Li-
brary, the Myrtle Creek Lions, Main Street Myrtle Creek Association 
and others.

Myrtle Creek leaf pickup 
scheduled for November

MYRTLE CREEK -- The City 
of Myrtle Creek has scheduled the 
leaf pickup for each Wednesday 
throughout the month of November.

Residents must call ahead to have 
their address added to the schedule.

Leaves will be vacuumed up so 
residents are asked to rake the leaves 
into piles at the curbs edge, but not 
into the street.

Make sure that the leaves are ac-
cessible from the street and that the 
piles contain only leaves

City city staff asks that residents 
don’t blow the leaves into the street 
because vehicles and bicyclists may 
be forced out of lanes of traffic due 
to the piles.

Also children can be can be drawn 

to the piles creating a safety hazard.
And drainage issues caqn occur if 

catch basins are blocked.
Aside from helping with property 

beautification the removal of laves 
also helps reduce the amount of de-
bris tht can clog storm drains caus-
ing possible water backups during 
heavy rains.This program was start-
ed last fall and then ran again later 
on.

The changes to this year’s pro-
gram are reflective of wht was suc-
cessful the second tie around last 
year.

So if you want your leaves re-
moved call they xity of Myrtle 
Creek at 541-863-3171 and get your 
address added to the sche3dule.

Elks to host stand down
MYRTLE CREEK -- The Myrtle Creek Elks Lodge #1943 

in conjunction with St. Vincent de Paul of Myrtle Creek,will 
host a Veterans stand down in their Lodge Hall, 106 S. Main 
Street in Myrtle Creek, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, 

November 8. 
Stand downs typically provide supplies and services to 

homeless veterans such as food, clothing, health screenings 
and benefits counseling. Veterans can also receive referrals to 
other assistance such as health care, housing solutions, em-
ployment, substance use treatment and mental health counsel-
ing. Food and beverages will be served at this stand down. 
Some winter comfort items will also be available, while sup-
plies last. DD Form 214 or other acceptable veteran identifica-
tion required. For additional information, contact Ted Romas 
at 541-860-2037.

Chamber to meet 
MYRTLE CREEK -- The Myrtle Creek~Tri City Area 

Chamber of Commerce will hold its monthly general member-
ship meeting Thursday, November 6, at Pizza Palace at 6 p.m.. 

Food will be available to order from the menu.
The agenda includes a vote on changes to the bylaws along 

with changes to the meeting times. 
The next Business of the Month will also be chosen.

Back to standard time 
MYRTLE CREEK – Most of the country will return to stand 

time on Sunday morning, November 2, at 2 a.m. as clocks will 
be set back one hour meaning daylight will come earlier and 
sunset will occur earlier in the evening. Standard time will re-
main until daylight savings time restarts on the second Sunday 
in March of 2026. 
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Douglas County Mail photos by Bob Chaney, Sr.
The South Umpqua Boys Soccer team remained unbeaten last week as they took on 
Rogue River and won 5-0. (TOP RIGHT) South Umpqua’s leading scorer Raymond Alcaraz 
(#10) prepares to take a penalty shot. (UPPER MIDDLE RIGHT) Lancer Trace Esterbrook 
(#4) puts one in the net. (LOWER MIDDLE RIGHT) South Umpqua’s Braxton Hamilton 
(#7) takes the ball away from a Rogue River player. (BOTTOM RIGHT) South Umpqua’s 
Logan Schwerdt (#5) and Rhett Wright (#8) converge on the Rogue River player with the 
ball. (BOTTOM LEFT) South Umpqua’s Dom Darling waits for the ball to drop low enough 
to attempt a header. (TOP LEFT) Lancer Nolan Dewald (#11) dribbles through the Rogue 
River defense.



Thursday, October 30, 2025 	 Page 3

South  Douglas 
County Sports 

Calendar

Area Prep Sports 
Scoreboard

sports/news
DHS offers free help for Medicare 
enrollment, changes  

SALEM – Medicare Open 
Enrollment for 2026 plans be-
gan October 15 and remains 
open through December 7. 
This is the time when people 
with Medicare can review 
their current coverage and 
make changes for the upcom-
ing year. Medicare beneficia-
ries who would like to discuss 
their Medicare options can 
receive free, confidential help 
from the Oregon Department 
of Human Services (ODHS) 
including help with compar-
ing and selecting new Medi-
care plans.

The Senior Health In-
surance Benefits Assistance 
(SHIBA) program provides 
free help from counselors 
who can help people compare 
plans, understand their ben-
efits and make informed de-
cisions about their Medicare 
options. Counselors can also 
provide information on how 
to avoid becoming a victim 
of common scams that target 
people during Open Enroll-
ment.

During the Open Enroll-
ment period, people with 
Medicare can:

Switch from Original 
Medicare to a Medicare Ad-
vantage Plan,

Switch from a Medicare 
Advantage Plan to Original 
Medicare,

Change their Medicare Ad-
vantage Plan,

Change or enroll in a Part 
D prescription drug plan, and

Review changes in costs, 
coverage and provider net-
works.

“Choosing the right Medi-
care plan can have a big im-
pact on a person’s health and 
finances,” said Jane-ellen 
Weidanz, who oversees SHI-
BA as Deputy Director of 
Policy for the ODHS Office 
of Aging and People with 
Disabilities (APD). “SHIBA 

certified counselors can help 
make sure Oregonians have 
the information and support 
they need to make informed 
decisions.”

SHIBA certified counsel-
ors can also help people report 
scams to Medicare and edu-
cate people on how to avoid 
Medicare scams or fraud. The 
ultimate goal for scammers is 
to get the beneficiary’s Medi-
care number to commit Medi-
care billing fraud. Common 
scams include claiming ben-
eficiaries need a new card or 
offers of free medical equip-
ment. These scams can hap-
pen by mail, over the phone, 
or by text and email.

The best way to avoid 
Medicare scams is to keep 
Medicare numbers private; 
anyone who receives a mes-
sage or email about Medicare 
from a number or person they 
do not recognize should not 
respond. “The safety of Or-
egonians is always a top pri-
ority, which includes making 
sure Oregonians have trust-
ed support during Medicare 
Open Enrollment,” said APD 
Director Nakeshia Knight-
Coyle, Ph.D. “SHIBA coun-
selors can help people rec-
ognize red flags and protect 
themselves from fraud and 
scams.”

Help from SHIBA is 
available over the phone and 
through virtual and in-person 
appointments.

To talk to a SHIBA certi-
fied counselor or to make an 
appointment, call SHIBA at 
800-722-4134 (toll-free.)

Because high call volume 
during Open Enrollment may 
result in longer than usual 
wait times, Oregonians are 
also encouraged to access free 
resources on the SHIBA web-
site at SHIBA.oregon.gov.

Online resources include:
The  2026 Oregon Guide 

to Medicare Insurance Plans, 
which will be translated to 
multiple languages in the 
coming weeks.

Medicare frequently asked 
questions,

An agent locator tool,
A list of free virtual and 

in-person Medicare presenta-
tions and

Videos to help people un-
derstand their Medicare op-
tions.

People who need Medicare 
help in a language other than 
English, including sign lan-
guage, can call 833-685-0841 
or send an email to  odhs.
languageaccess@odhsoha.
oregon.gov; after placing 
a request, a translator will 
reach out in the requestor’s 
preferred language to provide 
assistance in communicating 
with SHIBA.

The Senior Health In-
surance Benefits Assistance 
(SHIBA) program is part of 
the ODHS Office of Aging 
and People with Disabilities. 
It is a statewide network of 
certified counselors volun-
teering in their community 
to help all Oregonians make 
educated Medicare decisions. 
SHIBA offers free, objective, 
confidential and local one-on-
one health insurance counsel-
ing and assistance to people 
with Medicare and their fam-
ilies.

This project is support-
ed by the Administration for 
Community Living (ACL), 
U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS) 
as part of a financial assis-
tance award totaling $736,831 
with 100 percent funding by 
ACL/HHS. 

The contents are those of 
the author(s) and do not nec-
essarily represent the official 
views of, nor an endorsement, 
by ACL/HHS, or the U.S. 
Government.

Secretary of State accepting comment on rules 
implementing House Bill 4024 

SALEM — The Oregon 
Secretary of State Elections 
Division is currently accept-
ing public comment on rules 
implementing House Bill 
4024.

HB 4024  established new 
campaign contribution lim-
its, mandated the creation 
of a first-of-its-kind cam-
paign finance data dashboard, 
changed how political com-
mittees are organized, limit-
ed candidates’ ability to roll 
unused funds into future elec-
tions, and much more.

“HB 4024 does a lot more 
than just putting limits on 
contributions to political 
campaigns. It’s an ambitious 
overhaul of how campaigns 
are run in Oregon. My office 
is committed to doing our 
best to implement this law as 

it stands,”  said  Secretary of 
State Tobias Read.

“There are still outstanding 
questions that the Legislature 
needs to provide clarity on, 
and our office will do every-
thing we can to address as 
much as we can through this 
rulemaking process with pub-
lic input.”

As part of the implementa-
tion process, the Secretary of 
State’s Elections Division is 
working to develop adminis-
trative rules.

In May, the Election Divi-
sion published draft rules for 
proposed implementation of 
HB 4024 and then convened 
a Rules Advisory Committee 
(RAC) to consider and pro-
vide feedback on the draft 
rules. The Elections Division 
also accepted feedback from 
the public.

After considering and in-
corporating the feedback re-
ceived, the Division made 
changes to the draft rules and 
formally published updated 
proposed rules on Septem-
ber 15, 2025.  The Division 
invites interested parties to 
provide written feedback on 
these proposed rules.

This Friday, October 
24th  is the last day to of-
fer comments on proposed 
rules  that would update can-
didate filing deadlines. House 
Bill 4024  changed the filing 
deadline for elected incum-
bent candidates  to be seven 
days before the filing dead-
line for other candidates.

​Feedback for all other rules 
and manuals, including the 
Campaign Finance Manual, is 

due November 21, 2025, 5:00 
p.m. 

There will be a public hear-
ing on November 7, 2025. 
Interested parties can find de-
tails on how to join on the 

Secretary of State website.
For more information on 

the Elections Division’s ef-
forts to implement House Bill 
4024,  visit the Secretary of 
State website.

Myron Ivan Waters, 62, 
of Tiller died Saturday, Oc-
tober 18. Arrangements are 
pending at Mountain View 
Memorial Chapel of Myrtle 
Creek.

John Philip Stratford, 73, 
of Tiller died Wednesday, Oc-
tober 22. Arrangements are 
pending at Mountain View 
Memorial Chapel of Myrtle 
Creek.

Death Notices

Football
Friday, October 31

Sutherlin at South Umpqua,  7 p.m.
Glendale at Riddle, 7 p.m.

Cross Country
Thursday, October 30

Days Creek, Glendale, South Umpqua at 
3A/2A/1A SD-4 District 4 Championships, Valley 

of the Rogue State Park, 1:30 p.m.

Football
OCTOBER 24

Douglas 27
South Umpqua 0

Chiloquin 26
Glendale 22

Crow 40
Days Creek 0

Camas Valley 46
Riddle 28

Volleyball
OCTOBER 21

Douglas 3
South Umpqua 0

Alsea 3
Riddle 0

OCTOBER 22
Powers 3
Glendale 0

OCTOBER 23
Coquille 3
South Umpqua 1

Elkton 3
Days Creek 0

Boys Soccer
OCTOBER 21

South Umpqua 1
Sutherlin 1

OCTOBER 23
South Umpqua 5
Rogue River 0

OCTOBER 27
Creswell 4
South Umpqua 0

Girls Soccer
October 21
Coquille 7
South Umpqua 0

School board to meet 
MYRTLE CREEK – The South Umpqua School District 

Board of Directors will hold a board meeting Wednesday, No-
vember 05, at 6:15 p.m. at the South Umpqua District Service 
Center.

If you are a member of the community and cannot attend the 
meeting in person and wish to provide public comment, please 
email your comments to tabitha.roberts@susd.k12.or.us ahead 
of the meeting and your comments will be part of the public 
record.

Lancers are Special District champs
TRI CITY – The current 

12th ranked South Umpqua 
Lancers finished off their Spe-
cial District 4 League sched-
ule last Tuesday, October 21, 
as they tied with Sutherlin 
1-1.

The tie brought the Lanc-
ers league record to 9-0-3 and 
also secured them the league 
championship and the No. 1 
seeding from Special District 
4 and a first round bye in the 
playoffs.

On Thursday, October 23, 
South Umpqua hosted Rogue 
River out of Special District 
5.

The Chieftains only had 
one victory all season.

The Lancers took the 
Chieftains to task and came 

away with a 5-0 victory to 
remain undefeated on the sea-
son at 11-0-3.

South Umpqua got goal 
from five different players led 
by Rhett Wright who had one 
goal and two assists on the af-
ternoon.

The team’s leading scorer 
on the year Raymond Alcaraz 
scored once and assisted on 
another goal

Also scoring for the Lanc-
ers were Dom Darling, Trace 
Esterbrook and Tayden 
Houghton.

Vander Deardorff, Braxton 
Hamilton and Nolan Dewald 
all had one assist each in the 
victory.

Goalkeeper Cameron Es-
terbrook recorded his ninth 

shutout of the season. He had 
three saves on the afternoon. 

South Umpqua’s undefeat-
ed season came to an end  on 
Monday as they took to the 
road to take on No. 6 ranked 
Creswell in a nonleague con-
test. 

The host Bulldogs took the 
Lancers to task and handed 
them a 4-0 loss in their final 
game of the regular season

The Lancers are scheduled 
to host a second-round state 
playoff game on Thursday, 
November 5. Their opponent 
is still to be determined.

Riddle falls to 
Camas Valley 

CAMAS VALLEY – Rid-
dle came out strong against 
Camas Valley Friday night, 
October 24, and built a 10 
point halftime lead, 28-18, 
but a monster fourth quar-
ter by the Hornets propelled 
them to a 46-28 victory over 
the Irish.

Riddle scored first on a 41 
yard run by Jase Coker. The 
conversion failed and they led 
6-0. Cams Valley answered to 
tie it at 6-6. 

Late in the quarter Coker 
found pay dirt again this time 
from one yard out to put Rid-
dle back on top 12-6.

In the second the Hornets 
tied it up again at 12-12 but 
Riddle quickly answered as 
Noah Bosse hit Layton Rain-
water on a 73 yard strike and 
with the conversion Riddle 
led 20-12.

Camas Valley scored again 
but did not convert and trailed 
20-18.

To end the first half scoring 
and all of the scoring for the 
Irish was Jonathan Harp who 
punched one in from six yards 
out and with the conversion 
Riddle took a 28-18 halftime 
lead.

In the fourth quarter the 
Hornets exploded for 28 
points and a 46-28 victory.
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Douglas County Mail Courtesy photo/James Wellington/Wikimedia Commons
The road sign for the Oregon Vortex and House of Mystery as it appeared in October 
2011. 

Douglas County Mail Courtesy photo/Oregon Historical Society
The House of Mystery as it appears from the south side. The man standing in front of it 
is probably John Litster himself.

Douglas County Mail Courtesy photo/Oregon Historical Society
The House of Mystery as it appears from the north side. 

Douglas County Mail Courtesy photo/Oregon Historical Society
The interior of the House of Mystery. The man standing in the picture is probably John 
Litster.

The Oregon Vortex: Keeping experts guessing for 95 years
By Finn J.D. John

ABOUT 20 YEARS ago, 
Alex Hirsch, a student at 
the California Institute of 
the Arts, set out to make a 
low-budget short animated 
film that he hoped would be-
come a demo reel one day. It 
was called “Gravity Falls” … 
you have perhaps heard of it, 
yes?

Hirsch used the 11-minute 
reel to pitch Disney on his 
show, and they snapped it up. 
To say it was a success is to 
understate things quite a bit; 
when it debuted in 2012 the 
show was probably the big-
gest new thing on The Disney 
Channel that year.

Gravity Falls is the ad-
ventures and misadventures 
of a pair of 12-year-old fra-
ternal twins who are sent off 
to spend the summer with 
their great-uncle Stan, who 
has converted his backwoods 
cabin into a tourist trap that he 
calls “The Mystery Shack.”

The inspiration for the 
show, Hirch told reporters, 
was the “mystery” type road-
side attractions that he used 
to visit with his family when 
he and his twin sister were 
young. Places like “The Mys-
tery Spot,” a short distance 
from his home in the San 
Francisco Bay area — and the 
attraction that inspired The 
Mystery Spot: The Oregon 
Vortex and House of Mystery, 
near the town of Gold Hill.

THE OREGON VORTEX 
is a prime contender for Or-
egon’s most successful road-
side attraction, with the ex-
ception of the Sea Lion Caves. 
Not too many years ago, there 
were a lot of these around — 
especially on tourism-heavy 
routes like Highway 101 on 
the coast. They sported names 
like “Prehistoric Gardens,” 
“The Sea Gulch,” and “Trees 
of Mystery”; vacationing 
families would stop and visit 
them on their way through.

The golden age of road-
side attractions is mostly a 
kitschy memory today, as the 
style of vacationing families 
has changed over the years. 
Some of them closed down 
quietly — like Sea Gulch, in 
Seal Rock, which now houses 
a woodcarving outlet. At least 
one went down in infamy — 
West Coast Game Park Safari 
in Bandon was shut down ear-
lier this year after its owner 
apparently watched The Tiger 
King on Netflix and mused, “I 
can top that! I just need more 
illegal drugs and firearms and 
suspicious stacks of cash, and 
less feeding the animals.”

Others are still going 
strong, including Prehistoric 
Gardens — and, of course, 
The Oregon Vortex and 
House of Mystery.

THE OREGON VORTEX 
is something of an outlier. 
It’s not really on the way to 
anywhere, although it’s only 
about five miles off Interstate 
5; it’s not hard to reach, but 
drive-by-drop-in traffic — a 
major part of other roadside 
attractions’ business — is 
nonexistent.

But, there’s something 
kind of special about the 
Vortex. Water appears to run 
uphill there. People’s height 
changes from one side of a 
plank to another.

Among the skeptical, the 
general consensus is that 
it creates those outcomes 
through skillful framing and 
optical illusions, and that 
there is nothing supernatural 
or mysterious about it.

But if you ask them, the 
operators will tell you it’s be-
cause of a confluence of mag-
netic influences that actually 
warp the fabric of space — 
causing massive old-growth 
fir trees to grow at a slant, and 

objects to appear bigger or 
smaller depending on where 
they are relative to that force 
field.

And plenty of visitors 
come away convinced that 
they are right.

THE VORTEX DATES 
back to 1914, when a pros-
pector named William Mc-
Collugh stumbled across the 

assaying shack for the Old 
Grey Eagle Mine. The shack 
had been knocked off its 
foundation by some sort of 
geographical disruption — 
maybe a flood — and found 
its way to the current spot, 
half collapsed sideways by its 
ordeal. Exploring inside, Mc-
Collugh noticed the strange 
way that gravity seemed to 

misbehave, and noted the 
trees growing at a strange uni-
form angle out of the hillside 
— and wondered what could 
be the cause.

Luckily, he had a friend 
who could, he thought, tell 
him. So he wrote to his friend 
John Litster, a Scottish geolo-
gist and mining engineer.

Litster was intrigued 

enough to board an ocean 
liner and come see for him-
self. What he found left him 
very excited. Convinced he 
was looking at the effect of 
some strange unseen magnet-
ic force, a “vortex of magne-
tism” in the Earth’s crust, he 
shored up the shack so that it 
was no longer unsafe for oc-
cupancy and then, in 1930, he 
opened The Oregon Vortex 
and House of Mystery as a 
tourist attraction.

For decades, skeptics have 
scoffed. The effect of people’s 
heights changing has been as-
cribed to something called 
a “Ponzo illusion,” in which 
heavy chevron-shaped lines 
bracketing two identical fig-
ures cause the eye to perceive 
height differences in them. 
Also, without any horizon 
line or point of reference, it’s 
hard  to really know for sure 
if that water really is flowing 
uphill in the House of Mys-
tery.

So, is the Oregon Vor-
tex simply a monument to 
80 years of psychological 
suggestion and expert illu-
sioneering? Or is there really 
something unusual about the 
place? Could there be a real 
scientific basis for this pseu-
doscientific-sounding “force 
field” theory?

Maybe the most compel-
ling evidence that it’s not real, 
that it’s all an illusion, and that 
there is no “force field,” is the 
success of copycat attractions 
that have sprung up in plac-
es closer to tourist routes in 
the years since. These places 
replicate the general form of 
the House of Mystery, and the 
same effects happen there — 
which suggests that it’s the 
shape of the shack that stars 
in the show, not its location 
relative to a magnetic force 
field.

The first one of these 
copycats to be built was The 
Mystery Spot, down in Santa 
Cruz, in 1939 — at least, it 
was the first one to come to 
Lister’s attention. Litster sued 
its operator for copying his 
setup, but withdrew the suit 
when someone pointed out 
that one could not copyright 
natural phenomena.

Over the subsequent 20 
years, the landscape of North 
America became peppered 
with Gravity Hills, Magnetic 
Hills, Mystery Spots, (State 
Name) Vortexes, and similar 
tourist traps.

But there really is some-
thing special about the Ore-
gon Vortex.

“Tennis balls really do 

seem to roll uphill there,” 
writes RoadsideAmerica.
com. “Brooms really do stand 
on end. After subjecting many 
spots to rigorous, very scien-
tific tests, our Mystery Spot 
Test Kit indicates that the Or-
egon Vortex is the most dis-
turbed.”

Also, the operators of the 
Vortex have pretty much al-
ways maintained an open-
door policy to the skeptics. 
Photographs are encouraged; 
skeptical investigations meet 
with enthusiastic coopera-
tion and even offers of free 
admission to the site while 
investigating. It’s difficult to 
imagine an elaborate con job 
surviving this kind of open-
ness combined with the sort 
of scrutiny paranormal claims 
always inspire, for such a 
long period of time, even in 
a relatively remote corner of 
southern Oregon.

Or maybe that openness is 
just part of the show. Either 
way, the place is a wonderful 
piece of Oregon history, and 
well worth checking out.

IF ONLY THIS story could 
end here, with a little encour-
agement to check out this his-
toric and fascinating place. 
Unfortunately, in March of 
this year, at the beginning of 
the tourist season, Sardine 
Creek rose above its banks 
high enough to send millions 
of gallons of fast-flowing wa-
ter pouring above the floors in 
the gift shop.

Luckily, the water didn’t 
get high enough to duplicate 
whatever happened to the 
House of Mystery in 1914, 
but it made an enormous 
mess and inflicted thousands 
of dollars’ worth of damage 
on the historic building — 
and the property was not in-
sured against flood damage. 
The operators tried to keep 
things going for the summer 
season, but in August they 
were forced to close it so that 
crews could work to save and 
repair the historic structures. 
But they were not able to get 
enough done by the end of the 
summer to allow them to re-
open on their usual schedule, 
next March; and to preserve 
the salmon run in Sardine 
Creek (that would be the sar-
dines, of course) they can’t 
run construction equipment 
again until June 2026.

Everyone is hoping they 
can get it reopened soon, 
and that they can financially 
keep it together in the mean-
time (roadside attractions 
are famous for being run on 
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Classified Advertisements
The Douglas County Mail 
Classified Advertisement

All Classifieds are PREPAID
Fill in your classified ad in the space below and mail it with payment 
in full to The Douglas County Mail, P.O. Box 729, Myrtle Creek, OR  
97457 or drop it by The Douglas County Mail office 325 NE First Av-
enue, Myrtle Creek, before Monday at 4 p.m. to have it included in 
Thursday’s edition. If you need additional space or want to run more 
than one advertisement please include a full copy of each ad on a 
separate piece of paper

30 WORDS OR LESS $10.00 
ALL ADDITIONAL WORDS ARE $.25 EACH  

1. _________________  2. _________________     3. _________________ 

4. _________________  5. _________________     6. _________________

7. _________________  8. _________________     9. _________________ 

10. _________________11. _________________   12. _________________  

13. _________________14. _________________   15. _________________

16. _________________17. _________________   18. _________________

19. _________________20. _________________   21. _________________      

22. _________________23. _________________   24. _________________

25. _________________26. _________________   27. _________________

28. _________________29. _________________   30. _________________      

STATEWIDE 
CLASSIFIEDS.

DIVORCE $130. Complete prepa-
ration. Includes children, custody, 
support, property and bills division. 
No court appearances. Divorced 
in 1-5 weeks possible. 503-772-
5295. www.paralegalalternatives.
com legalalt@msn.com.

:Switch and save up to $250/year 
on your talk, text and data. No con-
tract and no hidden fees. Unlimited 
talk and text with flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide coverage. 
100% U.S. based customer ser-
vice. For more information, call 
1-877-916-0803

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, 
Text and Data For Just $25/mo! 
The Power Of 3 5G Networks, One 
Low Price! 
Call Today and Get The Latest iP-
hone Every Year On Us! 844-955-
3417

FREE high speed internet for those 
that qualify. Government program 
for recipients of select programs 
incl. Medicaid, SNAP, Housing As-
sistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 
GB internet service. Bonus offer: 
Android tablet FREE with one-time 
$20 copay. Free shipping & han-
dling. Call Maxsip Telecom today! 
1-877-390-0458.

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  
Free Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 
80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus 
Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. 
Call Today! 1-866-373-9175.

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get 
your favorite live TV, sports and lo-
cal channels. 99% signal reliability! 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/mo for 
12 months. 

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a 
new, custom bath or shower in as 
little as one day. For a limited time, 
waiving ALL installation costs! (Addi-
tional terms apply. 
Subject to change and vary by deal-
er. (Offer ends 12/29/24.) Call 
1-855-341-5268.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 855-839-0752.

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-the-line instal-
lation and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-833-395-1433.

Stroke and Cardiovascular disease 

are leading causes of death, ac-
cording to the American Heart As-
sociation. Screenings can provide 
peace of mind or early detection! 
Contact Life Line Screening to 
schedule your screening. Special 
offer - 5 screenings for just $149. 
Call 1-844-655-0972.

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV 
and more to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle 
pickup and receive a top tax deduc-

HBO Max and Premium Channels 
included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) No annual 
contract, no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-855-
602-2009.

IWe Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! 
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy three step process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. 

Is 2024 your year? WeÂ’re here for it 
and here for you. Reach your goals 
this year with WeightWatchers. 
Get started with THREE months 
FREE, visit www.weightwatchersof-
fer.com/39.

Prepare for power outages today 
with a GENERAC home standby 
generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request 
a FREE Quote Â– Call now before 
the next power outage: 1-877-557-
1912.

$$PAYING TOP DOLLAR$$ For 
Sports Card Collections: Baseball, 
Basketball, Football, & Pokemon. 
Premium Paid for Vintage Pre 1980. 
Referral Bonuses Available. Call 
Corey 541-838-0364.

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages 
and power your home. Full instal-
lation services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request a FREE, 
no obligation, quote today. Call 
1-844-989-2328.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter es-
timate today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-855-536-8838.

Wesley Financial Group, LLC. 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts. 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free informational package and 

learn how to get rid of your time-
share! Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 844-487-
0221.

Call LeafGuard and say goodbye to 
gutter cleaning for good. No clean-
ing. No leaking. No water damage. 
No more ladder accidents. Get 
LeafGuard today and be protected 
for life. FREE estimate. Financing 
available. 20% off total purchase 
(Restrictions may apply.) Call 
1-844-345-1537.

The bathroom of your dreams in as 
little as 1 day. Limited Time Offer - 
$1000 off or No Payments and No 
Interest for 18 months for custom-
ers who qualify. 
BCI Bath & Shower. Many options 
available. Quality materials & pro-
fessional installation. Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts Available. Call To-
day! 1-844-847-9778.

tion! 
Call Veteran Car Donations at 
1-866-695-9265 today!

Get a break on your taxes! Donate 
your car, truck, or SUV to assist the 
blind and visually impaired. Arrange 
a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup and 
secure a generous tax credit for 
2025. 
Call Heritage for the Blind Today at 
1-844-533-9173 today!

&

Donate Your Car
Imagine the Di� erence You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible 
and the proceeds help provide services to 
help the blind and visually impaired.

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

a $200 restaurant 
voucher

✔ ✔ a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations

✔

Call 1-844-533-9173

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 877-557-1912 to 
schedule your free quote!

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

An Invitation To Worship

A guide to churches of south Douglas County

Tri-City 
Baptist Church

Rick Smith, Pastor 863-4742
158 SE Crest Dr, Myrtle Creek

Service Times Offered
Sunday Morning.Worship     11 am
 Sunday School 	  9:30 am
Sunday Ev. Adult Service         6 pm
Wed. Adult Bible Study           10 am

Church of the Nazarene
Pastor Guy Cooksey

235 NE Rice St., 
Myrtle Creek * 541/863-3715
www.myrtlecreeknaz.com

Sunday School 9:30 am
Worship, 10:45 am & 6 pm

Bible Study, Wed. 7 pm

Tri City 
Presbyterian Church

P.O. Box 704
355 Meadow Lane, 
Tri City, 863-4363

Call now
and receive a free 
XL battery with 
your ATTO SPORT 
purchase.

Folding Mobility Scooter

CALL NOW: 1-833-519-1915

receive a free 

your ATTO SPORT 

*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be 
combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 12/30/25. Each dealership 
is independently owned and operated. **Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify/
Participating dealers only. See your dealer for details. ©2025 Bath Concepts Industries.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 847-9778CALL 
NOW

$1000 OFF*

OFFER EXPIRES 12/30/2025

0% Interest
For 18 Months**

$1500OFF when fi nancing
with remodelingloans.com**

OR

OR

CLASSIFIEDS WORK 
PLACE YOURS TODAY 

EMAIL DCMAIL@
DCMAIL.INFO

a look at local weather 
Thursday, October 30

Overcast. 
High 62. Low 43.

Saturday, November 1
Overcast. A 90 percent chance of precipitation. 

High 64. Low 47.

Sunday, November 2
Partly Cloudy. 

High 61. Low 44.

Wednesday, November 5
Overcast. A 60 percent chance of precipitation. 

High 60. Low 48.

Last Week’s Temperatures
						      Lo       		  High	       Precp
Wednesday, 	 October 22 		  47		  67	      .0
Thursday,		  October 23 		  47		  70	      .0
Friday,         		 October 24 	  	 47		  65	      .0
Saturday,    		  October 25 	   	 44		  56	      .19
Sunday		  October 26 	    	 38		  52	      .65
Monday,     		  October 27 	    	 41		  58	      .41
Tuesday,   		  October 28 	    	 49		  70	      .0

A look back at last year
Fall’s crispness bagan to creep in to the area as low temperatures 
ranged from a frosty 34 to a cool 48 and the high temperatures 
rose from a blustry 57 to a comfortable 78. The valley took on .48 
inches of precipitation.

Monday, November 3
Partly cloudy. 

High 62. Low 47.

Tuesday, November 4
Overcast. A 50 percent chance of precipitation. 

High 64. Low 50.

Friday, October 31
Overcast. A 50 percent chance of precipitation. 

High 66. Low 51.
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1 SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2
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MONDAY, NOVEMBER 3 TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 4
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 5

THEME: IN THE WOODS
ACROSS
1. Flows’ partners
5. “When Harry ____ Sal-
ly...”
8. Sound of laughter
12. *”Hide” behind the 
bush
13. Bébé’s mother
14. *Age units in the 
woods
15. Rum cake
16. Placido Domingo’s 
solo, e.g.
17. Concluded
18. *”Into the Woods” 
star Anna
20. Come clean, with up
21. Terra ____
22. Urge Spot to attack
23. One of seven gnomes
26. Prior to the present (3 
words)
30. FEMA provisions, e.g.
31. Erratum, pl.
34. Int. org. in Brussels
35. Merge
37. Time frame
38. Right-hand page
39. 1920s art style
40. Cause of wheezing
42. Like The Hot Chili 
Peppers
43. ____ God we ____,” 
on U.S. currency
45. Some vipers
47. Clairvoyant’s gift
48. Source of chocolate
50. Form of payment
52. *Edible fungus
55. Multi-layered cake
56. Mélange
57. Utah’s national park
59. Bake an egg
60. Plural of #22 Down
61. *”____ the Woods” 
play and movie
62. Prefix for multiple
63. Japanese honorific
64. Barely got by
DOWN
1. Singular of #1 Across
2. *Woodpecker’s pecker
3. *One lost in the woods
4. Posture
5. Boy Scout’s badge
6. “Fear of Flying” author 
____ Jong
7. *Furniture wood
8. *Conifer’s dropping
9. Peters out
10. Def Leppard’s “Rock 
of ____”
11. Psychedelic drug, 
acr.
13. St. Valentine, e.g.
14. Equip again
19. One of Seven Dwarfs
22. Rejuvenating spot
23. ____ Arabia
24. Wrinkle-prone fabric
25. Declaration of Inde-
pendence, e.g.
26. 2002 Winter Olympics 
state
27. Mother-of-pearl
28. Weasel’s cousin

29. *Golf’s great
32. Catch one’s breath
33. A in MOMA
36. *Scientific study in 
woodlands
38. Meteorologist’s tool
40. Nile reptile
41. Masculine one and 
proud of it, pl.
44. Theater greeter
46. Something extraordi-

nary
48. “Mea ____,” or “my 
fault”
49. Hailing from the East
50. Type of salmon
51. *Seed covering
52. *Trunk growth
53. Sty cry
54. Speck
55. Recipe amt.
58. Go-ahead

CITY OF MYRTLE 
CREEK NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Myr-
tle Creek City Council will conduct 
a public hearing on a proposed 
Supplemental 2025/2026 Budget.  
The public hearing will be conduct-
ed on Tuesday, November 4, 2025, 
at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Cham-
ber of City Hall, 207 NW Pleasant 
St., Myrtle Creek, Oregon.

The Supplemental Budget is 
needed to amend the current 

Public Notices

2025/2026 fiscal budget to reflect 
a Local Park Grant that was not 
received. This amendment will be 
removing $218,887 from the Park 
Development Fund Grants line item 
and from Park Development Capital 
Outlay.

All interested persons may appear 
at the hearing and testify for or 
against the subject matter, or they 
may write to the City Council at P.O. 
Box 940, Myrtle Creek, Oregon, 
97457, prior to the public hearing.  
Written correspondence shall be re-
ceived by the City Recorder’s Office 

Public Notices

CITY OF MYRTLE 
CREEK NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Myr-
tle Creek City Council will conduct 
a public hearing on proposed legis-
lative amendments to Title 10 Vehi-
cles and Traffic of the Myrtle Creek 
Municipal Code.  The public hear-
ing will be conducted on Tuesday, 
November 4, 2025, at 5:30 p.m. in 
the Council Chamber of City Hall, 

207 NW Pleasant St., Myrtle Creek, 
Oregon.

All interested persons may appear 
at the hearing and testify for or 
against the subject matter, or they 
may write to the City Council at P.O. 
Box 940, Myrtle Creek, Oregon, 
97457, prior to the public hearing.  
Written correspondence shall be re-
ceived by the City Recorder’s Office 
prior to 5:00 PM Friday, October 
31, 2025.  A complete copy of the 

prior to 5:00 PM Friday, October 
31, 2025.  A complete copy of the 
proposed legislative amendments 
is available on the city’s website at 
www.cityofmyrtlecreek.com and on 
file with the City Recorder’s Office 
and may be examined during regu-
lar business hours anytime prior to 
the public hearing

For more information, please con-
tact 541-863-3171.   

Published Thursdays, October 
23 and 30, 2025, in The Douglas 
County Mail

proposed legislative amendments 
is available on the city’s website at 
www.cityofmyrtlecreek.com and on 
file with the City Recorder’s Office 
and may be examined during regu-
lar business hours anytime prior to 
the public hearing

For more information, please con-
tact 541-863-3171.   

Published Thursdays, October 
23 and 30, 2025, in The Douglas 
County Mail.

Workshop on healthy forests set 
ROSEBURG – The OSU 

Extension Forestry and Nat-
ural Resources program is 
holding a workshop titled 
Managing Healthy Forests in 
Southern Oregon on Wednes-
day, November 5. The work-

shop will be held at the OSU 
Extension office at 1134 SE 
Douglas Avenue in Roseburg. 

The presentation runs from 
9 a.m. to 11 a.m., with an 
optional field tour to follow 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. This 

event costs $15 per person or 
$25 for two managing part-
ners, sharing materials.

To register contact Ali-
cia Christiansen at 541-672-
4461  or alicia.christiansen@
oregonstate.edu.  
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OFFBEAT:
Continued from Page 4

Business & Service 
Directory

Automotive Care and Repair

Doughnut Shop Advertising Newspapers

Would you like 
to advertise your 

business here for as 
little as $13 per week?

Call 541-863-5233 or e-mail 
dcmail@dcmail.info to find 

out how

325 NE FIRST AVE.
MYRTLE CREEK, OR

Hair Styling

Electronics and Sound

Subscribe
Today

The Douglas County Mail
$30 per year!

Call 
(541) 863-5233

to start your 
subscription

(Senior discounts available)

Business & Service 
Directory

NEED A QUOTE OR WANT 
PROFESSIONAL SOUND SERVICES 

CALL 541-580-4025

Music

Canyonville
          Recapped
By Mayor Christine Morgan

Canyonville has long 
been a town with lots of ac-
tivity beginning especially 
when our Main Street was 
old highway 99; when In-
terstate 5 was only a plan 
on paper. Being a gateway 
to Crater Lake via Doug-
las County Highway 1 (the 
former state highway 227) 
and connected to Riddle 
via Canyonville-Riddle 
road there was no time 
like the present for Doug-
las County Public Works 
to be awarded the Oregon 
Department of Transporta-
tion Safe Routes to School 
project. When this project 
wraps up at the end of the 
year, sidewalks, bike lanes, 
high visibility crosswalks, 
ADA-accessible curb 
ramps at driveways and 
intersecting streets, and 
school warning signage/
markings will be in place 
from 1st Street (Canyon-
ville-Riddle Road) north 

to Johnson Street on the west 
and Long Street on the east. 
These long-needed improve-
ments will remove Canyon-
ville from the “danger zone” 
for our children who walk to 
school, other pedestrians and 
those using bicycles and mo-
bility scooters.

In other news:
. Council approved con-

verting seven south Main 
street lights to LED to height-
en visibility. $2K was donat-
ed to this project by Canyon-
ville Chamber of Commerce.

. Council approved two 
Scopes of Engineering Ser-
vice to begin work on a 
Wastewater Collection Sys-
tem Master Plan and for the 
next step in our Water Treat-
ment Plant Improvements. 
Big but needed projects!

. Legal proceedings contin-
ue in removing the dangerous 
buildings near the corner of 
5th and Main streets.

. Improvements contin-

ue on the building and 
grounds that house City 
Hall, Canyonville Com-
munity Library and Pub-
lic Works. New paint and 
parking lot striping is now 
complete and new signage 
near the driveway entrance 
goes up soon as does reha-
bilitation of the area around 
the Veterans Memorial.

Mark your calendars for 
Canyonville’s annual Vet-
erans Day “Thank You” 
event, November 11 at 11 
a.m. in the parking lot of 
City Hall. Bring a lawn 
chair and an umbrella (just 
in case!) for this 30-minute 
tribute to our proud veter-
ans. Refreshments provid-
ed by Cow Creek Band of 
Umpqua Tribe of Indians 
with the event sponsored 
by Canyonville City Coun-
cil and Staff. 

a shoestring, even historical 
and world-famous ones). For 
anyone who wants to help, 
they have set up a GoFund-
Me campaign, which can be 
found through their Facebook 
page.

(Sources: Facebook.com/
oregonvortex; “Oregon Vor-
tex (House of Mystery),” an 
article by Maureen Flanagan 

Battistella published June 1, 
2022, on the Oregon Ency-
clopedia; www.oregonvortex.
com; “Mystery Spots,” an 
article on RoadsideAmerica.
com accessed Oct. 26, 2025; 
“Disney’s Gravity Falls …,” 
an article by Todd VanDerW-
erff published Aug. 1, 2014, 
on  vox.com; “Creator Alex 
Hirsch talks Gravity Falls 
…,” an article by Christi-

na Radish published July 6, 
2012, in collider.com.)

Finn J.D. John teaches at 
Oregon State University and 
writes about odd tidbits of Or-
egon history. His most recent 
book, Bad Ideas and Horrible 
People of Old Oregon, pub-
lished by Ouragan House last 
year. To contact him or sug-
gest a topic: finn@offbeatore-
gon.com or 541-357-2222.

Douglas County Mail Courtesy photo/Disney
The Mystery Shack as it appears in the Disney Channel show created by Alex Hirsch, 
inspired by the House of Mystery.

SCENES FROM THE RETIREMENT PARTY HELD FOR FORMER RIDDLE MAYOR BILL DUCKETT SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25

Elizabeth 
Hamann Reedy
Myrtle Creek

Elizabeth “Liz” Hamann 
Reedy, 82, of Myrtle Creek 
died October 15 following a 
short illness.  

She was born in 1943 in 
San Francisco to Joe and Julia 
(Kinavey) Reedy. 

The family moved to San 
Jose in 1952 when her fa-
ther’s employer, Hibernia 
Bank, opened a branch.

Her passion for dancing 
was ignited in San Jose and 
she was able to continue this 
until recent months. 

She graduated from Notre 
Dame High School in San 
Jose and enjoyed lifetime 
friendships from her time 
there.   She completed her 
LVN at San Jose City Col-
lege. She worked at Los Ga-
tos Hospital at one point. She 
resided in San Jose in the ear-
ly 1970’s and began her life-
long career with Santa Clara 
County Social Services.

She left Silicon Valley to 
retire in Myrtle Creek where 
she found friendships and joy 
from numerous activities in 
this beautiful community.  

Obituaries
Travels included locations 

in Ireland where her grand-
parents lived.  

Unfortunately, she did not 
have the time (or ankles at 80) 
to take up Irish step dancing 
while in the ‘old country.’

Survivors include: a 
daughter, Julie Vatuone; a 
son, Matt (and Lily) Helms; 
five grandchildren,  Nicholas 
(and Emma) Vatuone, Joshua, 
Zachariah, Wesley and Ri-
ley Helms; a great-grandson, 
Bennett Helms; two siblings, 
Phil (and Judy) Reedy and 
Christine (and Bob) Williams 
of Shasta County, California 
and numerous nieces, neph-
ews, great nieces and great 
nephews.

She was preceded in death 
by: her parents;  and a broth-
er, Joseph Reedy.
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