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Dancing to their own drum

Douglas County Mail photo by Bob Chaney, Sr.
The Friends of the Myrtle Creek Library’s annual Silent Disco fundraiser was held Saturday evening in Mill-
site Park. The annual event allows participants to rent headphones for a fee and then tune to one of three 
stations providing a variety of music selections. There were also vendors on site to provide food and other 
sundries. (ABOVE) This group of dancers found a station with a beat that fit their mood. (See more photos 
on Page 11).

Douglas County Mail photo by Bob Chaney, Sr.
The Riddle Elementary School students provided the halftime enter-
tainment Friday night at the Riddle High School football game against 
Crosspoint Christian. The students sang and danced to several songs. 
This activity has become an annual event as part of the Tailgate BBQ.

Panther dancers

Scary-oki at Elks Lodge 
MYRTLE CREEK – The Myrtle Creek Elks lodge will 

hold an evening of song and dance as they host the first ever 
Scary-Oki Saturday, October 25, beginning at 7 p.m.

This is a 21 and over event. The cost is $3 per person or $5 
per couple.

Bring along a canned good for the Christmas food boxes 
and be entered in a drawing for a prize.

There will also be prizes awarded for best singer and cos-
tumes.

Chili fundraiser set 
MILO - Milo Fire Department invites everyone to attend 

the annual Chili Dinner/Dessert Auction to be held at the Milo 
Fire Station located at 21484 Tiller Trail Highway on Sunday, 
October 26, from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m..  Dinner will include chili 
(vegetarian available), Frito pies, cornbread, salad, coffee, tea 
and lemonade.  

The cost is $7 per person at the door.  The fun dessert auc-

tion includes a variety of yummy sweets and baked goods. 
For more information contact Don Jeske at 541- 643-5100 

or Pam Riggs at 541-530-1349

Fire season officially ends 
ROSEBURG – The Douglas For-

est Protective Association (DFPA) 
officially ended the 2025 fire season 
Friday, October 10, for lands under 
their protection and management. 
The end of fire season is a result of 
recent wetting rains and an overall 
cooling trend that has returned to the 
area.

With the end of the fire season, 
the public and industrial fire restric-
tions implemented through DFPA 
will no longer be in effect.

A list of fire restrictions and clo-

sures in place through private indus-
trial landowners can be found online 
at   https://ofic.com/private-forest-
land-closures/.

Backyard debris burning outside 
of incorporated cities will be al-
lowed without a burn permit from 
DFPA; however, residents should 
contact their local fire department 
before conducting any debris burn-
ing, as fire restrictions may vary be-
tween local fire districts. The only 
type of burning that requires a per-

Concert Chorale to perform on 
Veterans Day 

ROSEBURG — The Umpqua Community College Per-
forming and Visual Arts Department presents the UCC Con-
cert Band and Roseburg Concert Chorale in a special Veterans 
Day concert on Tuesday, November 11, at 7 p.m. in Jacoby 
Auditorium.

The UCC Concert Band, under the direction of Jeff Soffer, 
and the Roseburg Concert Chorale, under the direction of Dr. 
Jason Heald, will perform an afternoon of rousing patriotic 
favorites and exciting traditional selections.

Admission is available at umpqua.edu or at the door: The 
cost is $15 per person, $10 for seniors. Admission is free for 
veterans and students. For more information, contact 541-440-
4691 or music@umpqua.edu.

UCC Orchestra, choir to perform 
ROSEBURG — The Umpqua Community College Per-

forming and Visual Arts Department presents the Umpqua 
Chamber Orchestra and UCC Chamber Choir, under the direc-
tion of Dr. Jason A. Heald, in concert on Sunday, November 
9, at 3 p.m. in the Whipple Fine Arts Center on the UCC Main 
Campus. The concert will feature a “Tribute to Burt Bacha-
rach,” performed by the Umpqua Singers with the Umpqua 
Chamber Orchestra. Admission is available at umpqua.edu or 
at the door. Cost is $15 per person, $10 for seniors. Admission 
is free for students. For more information, contact 541-440-
4691 or music@umpqua.edu.

Subscribers help still needed
MYRTLE CREEK – The Douglas 

County Mail launched its first-ever 
website October 1 but assistance is 
needed from all subscribers.

The Douglas County Mail is in 
the process of setting up subscriber 
access to the website but in order 
to accomplish this the emails of all 
subscribers are needed. If you are a 
current subscriber please send us an 
email with your name and physical 
address along with your email ad-

dress.  Also please include a phone 
number so we can contact you per-
sonally if other information is need-
ed. If you are a subscriber but don’t 
want access to the online version of 
The Douglas County Mail please 
send us your email anyway because 
eventually all billing we become 
electronic due to the continued in-
creases in postage.

The plan is to provide the website 
free for the first month. After that 

time it will be accessible by sub-
scription only. Current subscribers 
will have free access to the site but 
email addresses are needed to be 
able to generate a email with a pass-
word.  The Douglas County Mail 
still plans to print a paper version of 
the newspaper on a weekly basis as 
has happened for the last 123 years. 
The goal is to provide a more com-
prhensive and up-to-date coverage 
of events throughout the area.

Council to meet
MYRTLE CREEK -- The Myrtle Creek City Council will 

hold its second meeting of October Tuesday, October 21, at 
5:30 p.m. in council chambers at city hall.

This is a public meeting and all citizens are welcome to 
attend.

Riddle mayor resigns 
RIDDLE – Longtime Riddle 

Mayor Bill Duckett officially re-
signed Monday evening, October 
13, at the Riddle city council meet-
ing ending a run of 30 years at the 
helm.

His Letter of Resignation was 
read into the record and the city 
council proceeded to appoint City 
Councilor Aaron Christensen to fill 
out the remainder of the term which 
expires at the end of the 2026 calen-
dar year.

Duckett was first seated as Mayor 
January 9, 1995.

There will be a retirement party 
held for Duckett on Saturday, Octo-
ber 25, from 12 p.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
Riddle Community Center.

The Riddle City Council will now 
be accepting applications to fill the 
vacancy on the council created by 
the appointment of Christensen to 
Mayor.

Courtesy photo/nrtoday.com
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sports

Douglas County Mail photos by Bob Chaney, Sr.
The Riddle Irish took on Crisspoint Christian on Friday night and it was a bumpy ride for 
the Irish as they fell 48-6. (TOP RIGHT) Riddle’s Jase Coker (#6) crosses the goal line with 
the Irish’s only score of the night late in the first quarter. (TOP LEFT) Riddle’s Kane Terry 
(#2) prepares to receive a kick off following a Crosspoint Christian score. (MIDDLE LEFT) 
On defense the Irish had a rough go of it in the first half but here Jonathan Harp (#12) and 
Coker (#6) combine to bring down the Warrior ball carrier for a minimal gain. (BOTTOL 
LEFT) Riddle running back Isaiah Ibrahim (#5) takes the handoff from Irish quarterback 
Layton Rainwater (#8) and runs around the right side of the line for a nice gain.

Downtown Halloween Street Fair set 
MYRTLE CREEK – The 2025 Downtown Halloween Street Fair is set to take place Hallow-

een night, Friday, October 31, from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. in downtown Myrtle Creek.
The overall event sponsor, the Myrtle Creek ~Tri City Area Chamber of Commerce, will be 

providing candy to those chamber members that are going to either remain open or for those 
members from outside the downtown corridor who are going to set up a booth and hand out 
candy. One of the highlights of the evening is the annual costume contest which provides cash 
prizes and/or gift certificates in four age groups.

Gravesly will also be on hand to greet people. The official Halloween Headquarters is the 
lobby of the RIO Theater.

Several of the streets in the downtown corridor will be closed to traffic to provide a safe en-
vironment for the kids to trick or treat in.

This year marks the 23rd year of the Downtown Halloween Street Fair.
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mit from DFPA outside of fire 
season is for the burning of 
logging slash. 

Any commercial tree har-
vest that requires excess de-
bris to be burned constitutes 
logging slash and, therefore, 
requires a burn permit. Per-
mits to burn logging slash can 
be obtained by calling DFPA 
at 541-672-6507.

Despite the fire season 
ending, fire officials advise 
residents to exercise caution 
when burning yard debris or 
using fire in the woods. Sev-
eral days of sunshine and 
dry weather during the fall 
months can create a fire risk 
even if a week or more of 
cool, wet conditions precede 
them.

When burning yard debris, 
ensure you have an adequate 
fire trail around the pile before 
ignition begins, and have fire 
tools and a water supply at the 
burn site. Debris piles should 

never be left unattended and 
should be fully extinguished 
before leaving the area. If a 
debris burn escapes contain-
ment, the party responsible 
may be held financially re-
sponsible for the resulting fire 
suppression costs and associ-
ated damages.

Those recreating in wild-
land areas are reminded that 
private industrial landowners 
and neighboring public land 
management agencies may 
still have fire restrictions or 
closures in place on the lands 
they own or manage. Recre-
ationists should check with 
the appropriate landowner 
or public land management 
agency for the location they 
plan to recreate before head-
ing to the woods.

The Douglas Forest Pro-
tective Association would 
like to thank the community 
for its cooperation and sup-
port during the 2025 fire sea-
son.

FIRE:
Continued from Page 1

Commissioners issue Proclamation for 
National Breast Cancer Awareness Month

DOUGLAS COUNTY – 
The Douglas County Board 
of Commissioners, Tim Free-
man, Tom Kress, and Chris 
Boice issued a proclamation 
at the Wednesday, October 
8, weekly business meeting 
calling upon all citizens of 
Douglas County to observe 
the month of October 2025 
as  National Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month. 

The proclamation was 
presented by Commissioner 
Boice, on behalf of the board 
and acknowledged that, “To-
day there are more than four 
million breast cancer survi-
vors in America, however 
hundreds of thousands more 
will be diagnosed this year 
alone, facing a diagnosis 
that is often frightening and 
overwhelming.   During Na-
tional Breast Cancer Aware-
ness Month, we honor the 
memories of all those lost 
to breast cancer, while we 
extend strength and support 
to their families, caregivers, 
survivors, and those currently 
undergoing treatment.  Breast 
cancer remains one of the 
most common cancers affect-
ing women worldwide, with 
over 2 million new cases di-
agnosed each year, and count-
less families impacted by its 
emotional and physical toll.  
We know that for millions of 
families, cancer is deeply per-
sonal.   Too many Americans 
know the pain of losing a 
mother, sister, wife, daughter, 
or loved one to breast cancer.” 

A copy of the live video 

presentation can be found on 
the Douglas County Govern-
ment Facebook page: https://
www.facebook.com/Doug-
lasCountyeGovernment.

“Today, we are here to pro-
mote National Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month.  For near-
ly four decades the United 
States has recognized Octo-
ber as National Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month. It is a time 
annually devoted to educating 
everyone about breast cancer, 
the importance of early de-
tection, and making sure ev-
eryone has access to timely, 
high-quality health care. In 
2022, approximately 2.3 mil-
lion women were diagnosed 
and another 670,000 died 
from the disease. These are 
not just numbers but mothers, 
sisters, daughters and friends 
that deserve hope and digni-
ty,” stated Commissioner and 
Board Chair Tim Freeman. 

Commissioner Free-
man presented  National 
Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month  proclamation certifi-
cates to Tammy Turner, Ex-
ecutive Director, Commu-
nity Cancer Center; Angelia 
Freeman, Program Manager, 
Community Cancer Center; 
Catherine Shipley, Volunteer, 
Douglas County Cancer Ser-
vices; Sharon Carlson, Board 
Chair, Douglas County Can-
cer Services;   Diana Denton, 
Volunteer, Douglas County 
Cancer Services; Nanci Bo-
gardus, Volunteer, Douglas 
County Cancer Services; 
Cynthia Norona, Clinical 

Healthcare Worker, Evergreen 
Family Medicine; Brenda 
Burks, Clinical Healthcare 
Worker, Evergreen Fami-
ly Medicine; David Myhill, 
Clinical Healthcare Worker, 
Evergreen Family Medicine; 
Sarah Swanson, Communi-
ty Cancer Control Specialist, 
OHSU Knight Cancer Instii-
tute; and Nikki Hansen, Pub-
lic Affairs Officer, Roseburg 
VA Healthcare System.  

The Commissioners were 
honored to have a number 
of breast cancer survivors 
in attendance this morning 
as well.   They would like to 
express their deepest grati-
tude to the dedicated medi-
cal professionals, healthcare 
researchers, volunteers, and 
supporters all over Douglas 
County who work tirelessly 
to improve prevention, detec-
tion, and treatment with the 
goal of ending breast cancer 
as we know it. 

Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month  was established in 
October 1985 as a week-long 
event sponsored by the Amer-
ican Cancer Society and Im-
perial Chemical Industries.  
Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month later evolved into the 
month-long international 
health campaign known to-
day organized by major breast 
cancer charities every Octo-
ber to increase awareness of 
the disease and raise funds for 
research into its cause, pre-
vention, diagnosis, treatment, 
support, and cure for those af-
fected by breast cancer.

Oregon Department of Early Learning and 
Care celebrates Head Start Awareness Month

SALEM, – The Depart-
ment of Early Learning and 
Care (DELC) and the Ore-
gon Head Start Association 
(OHSA) visited a Head Start 
of Lane County preschool 
classroom located at Lane 
Community College.

“For over 60 years, 
Head Start has provided chil-
dren and families with more 
than quality early childhood 
education; it has become a 
generational building block 
that has touched the lives of 
more than 40  million chil-
dren and families across the 
United States,” said Charleen 
Strauch, Executive Director, 
Head Start of Lane County. 
“The crucial work of Head 
Start is knowing that when 
the family and child succeed 
then the community succeeds. 
Head Start changes lives for 
the positive.”

Earlier this month Gov-
ernor Kotek issued a state-
wide proclamation officially 
designating October as Head 
Start Awareness Month. The 
month is celebrated annually 
across the country as a way to 
honor the legacy and current 
work of Head Start in posi-
tively impacting the lives of 
communities, families, and 
young children.

Education is only one com-
ponent of the impactful work 
of Head Start. In addition to 
early childhood education, 
Head Start programs support 
family well-being by con-
necting families to medical 
and dental care while helping 
parents achieve family goals, 
such as housing stability, 
continued education, and fi-
nancial security. Oregon also 
offers Early Head Start and 
Head Start Preschool sup-
ports for children from Mi-
grant and Seasonal working 
families along with additional 
Tribal Head Start programs 
administered by the federal 
government.

DELC also administers 
the  Oregon Prenatal to Kin-

dergarten  program with pro-
gramming available across 
all 36 Oregon counties. OPK 
is the state equivalent of the 
successful federal Early Head 
Start program that serves 
children from prenatal to 
five years old. Since OPK’s 
establishment in 1987, tens 
of thousands of children and 
their families have benefited 
from the program.

“Head Start Awareness 
Month has never been more 
important,” said Kate Gon-
salves, DELC Communica-
tions Director. “At a time of 
federal instability, this is an 
important moment to draw 
awareness to the strong his-
torical roots of Head Start 
along with the current posi-
tive impact Head Start makes 
for thousands of families 
across Oregon. DELC joins 
in celebrating the transforma-
tive impact of Head Start Pre-
school and Early Head Start 
during Head Start Awareness 
Month.”

These free, high-quality 
early care and education ser-
vices and wrap around so-
cial supports are available to 
families including pregnant 
people and expectant fami-
lies.  Eligible participants  in-
clude children aged birth 
through five whose families 
meet the  federal low-income 
guidelines  whose incomes 
are at or below the federal 
poverty guidelines or who re-
ceive Temporary Assistance 
for Needy Families, Sup-
plemental Security Income, 
or Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program public 
assistance services. Other 
eligible participants include 
children who are in the foster 
care system or experiencing 
homelessness. Some families 
with special circumstances 
are also eligible to receive 
support regardless of family 
income status. To find a head 
start center visit:  Head Start 
Center Locator | ECLKC 
(hhs.gov)

Football
Friday, October 17

Riddle at Chiloquin, 3 p.m.
McKenzie at Days Creek, 3:30 p.m.

Crosspoint Christian at Glendale, 7 p.m.
South Umpqua at Brookings-Harbor, 7 p.m.

Volleyball
Thursday, October 16

Glendale at Days Creek, 6 p.m.
Yoncalla at Riddle, 6 p.m.

Siuslaw at South Umpqua, 6 p.m.
Friday, October 17

Crosspoint Christian at Glendale, 6 p.m.
Tuesday, October 21
Riddle at Alsea, 5 p.m.

South Umpqua at Douglas, 6 p.m.

Boys Soccer
Friday, October 17

Gold Beach at South Umpqua, 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday, October 21

South Umpqua at Sutherlin, 6 p.m.

Girls Soccer
Thursday, October 16

Cascade Christian at South Umpqua, 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday, October 21

South Umpqua at Coquille, 4:30 p.m.

Cross Country
Thursday, October 16

Days Creek, Glendale, South Umpqua at Day 
Creek Relays, 4 p.m.

Saturday, October 18
Glendale at Cottage Grove Bramble Scramble, 

TBD
Wednesday, October 22

Days Creek, Glendale, South Umpqua at Umpqua 
Invitational, Stewart Park, Roseburg, 12 p.m.

Football
OCTOBER 10

Glendale 40
Prospect 18

Gilchrist
Days Creek Forfeit

Crosspoint Christian 48
Riddle 6

Coquille 18
South Umpqua 13

Volleyball
OCTOBER 7

North Douglas 3
Glendale 1

Days Creek 3
New Hope Christian 0

Powers 3
Riddle 0

Coquille 3
South Umpqua 0

OCTOBER 9
Glendale 3
Pacific 0

Days Creek 3
Yoncalla 0

Umpqua Valley Christ 3
Riddle 0

South Umpqua 3
Glide 1

OCTOBER 10
Glendale 3
Prospect 0

Crosspoint Christian 3
Riddle 0

OCTOBER 11
Days Creek 2
Spray 0

Prairie City 2
Days Creek 0

Boys Soccer
OCTOBER 7

South Umpqua 4
Coquille 0

OCTOBER 9
South Umpqua 2
Pacific 0

Girls Soccer
OCTOBER 6

Marshfield 8
South Umpqua 0

OCTOBER 9
Sutherlin 8
South Umpqua 0

Riddle falls from unbeaten ranks 
RIDDLE – The Riddle 

Irish ran into a buzz saw 
Friday night as the visiting 
Crosspoint Christian Warriors 
took them to task to the tune 
of 48-6.

The Warriors took the 
opening kickoff and were in 
the end zone on their second 
play from scrimmage and 
with a successful conversion 
they led 8-0.

Their second series took 
a little longer as they needed 
three plays to find pay dirt 
and the Warriors led 16-0 be-
fore the Irish knew what hit 
them.

Riddle came back with re-

solve in their next possession 
as they marched it down the 
field mixing run with pass and 
eventually scoring on a 23 
yard strike from quarterback 
Layton Rainwater to receiver 
Jase Coker. The conversion 
failed and Riddle trailed 16-6.

It was the only time the 
Irish would find the end zone 
on the evening.

Crosspoint Christian im-
mediately answered the Irish 
score on the next series to 
build a 24-6 lead after the first 
quarter.

That lead ballooned in the 
second quarter as the War-
riors connected on two 50+ 

yard touchdown passes to 
take a commanding 40-6 lead 
at the half.

The second half yielded 
just one score to bring the fi-
nal tally to 48-6.

With the loss the Irish fell 
to 4-1 overall and 1-1 in Spe-
cial District 1 play. They also 
fell to #11 in the O.S.A.A. 
1A(8) rankings.

Next up for Riddle is a trip 
to Chiloquin on Friday, Octo-
ber 17.

SU loses third 
straight 

TRI CITY -- The South 
Umpqua football team suf-
fered its third straight loss as 
Coquille beat the Lancers 18-
13.

The visiting Red Devils 
dominated the time of posses-
sion throughout the contest.

South Umpqua scored first 
on the opening possession 
of the game. Mason Johnson 
returned the kickoff 28 yards 
then Korbin Lussier caught 
a 33 yard pass from Michael 
Fischer and Jayden Kaae ran 
it in from five yards out.

Coquille answered the 
score to knot it at 6-6.

A 46 yard fumble recov-
ery and return late in the first 
gave Coquille a 12-6.

Neither team could find 
pay dirt gain until the fourth 
as Coquille went up by two 
scores, late in the quarter..

South Umpqua respond-
ed with a 82 yard drive in 11 
plays culuminating in a two 
yard run by Crew Donner and 
with the extra point the Lanc-
ers were within five 18-13 
with just 36 seconds left on 
the clock.

They attempted a onsides 
kick which the red Devils re-
covered and ran out the clock.

South Umpqua quarter-
back Michael Fischer finished 
16-of-27 for 137 yards.

Lussier finished with sev-
en catchs for 103 yards and 
Kaae grabbed five balls for 46 
yards

The loss evened up the 
Lancers overall record at 3-3 
and dropped them to 0-2 in 
Special Dsitrict 4 play.

Beware of 
scammers 
impersonating 
bank personnel

SALEM – Businesses 
across the country are in-
creasingly being targeted by 
bad actors pretending to be 
their bank.

Scammers use sophisticat-
ed technologies to imperson-
ate banks, including Colum-
bia, through phone calls or 
texts that appear as the bank 
on Caller ID or through le-
gitimate-looking emails. The 
scammers falsely claim that 
there has been suspicious ac-
tivity on the accounts and re-
quest login credentials.

If provided, the scammers 
can change passwords and 
drain funds.

These scammers are very 
convincing. Stay alert and 
remember: Banks will never 
contact you for your user-
name, password or security 
codes — either over the phone 
or via a link. If you get a sus-
picious call, hang up. If you 
get a suspicious text or email, 
do not respond. Reiterate the 
importance of vigilance and 
caution to team members.

If you receive a suspicious 
call, text or email, or believe 
you’ve been a victim of fraud, 
contact your bank immediate-
ly. The number for Colum-
bia Bank, formerly Umpqua 
Bank, is (866) 563-1010. 

They will help protect your 
accounts and provide import-
ant next steps.
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To get help building Tillamook Rock Light, supervisors had to be sneaky
By Finn J.D. John

The eight strangers must 
have been a little puzzled 
when they arrived in Astoria, 
in the fall of 1878. 

They’d been brought in at 
considerable expense from 
far away by the U.S. Light-
house Board to work on a new 
lighthouse construction proj-
ect. But now that they were 
finally here, they weren’t 
even allowed to go into town 
for a drink. They were soon 
whisked away, across the riv-
er onto the lonesome wilds 
of the Washington Territory, 
and put up in an empty light-
keeper’s house at Cape Dis-
appointment.

So, where was the light-
house they’d been hired to 
work on? All they knew was 
that it was on a small, rocky 
island. But where?

More than three weeks 
dragged by. Finally, when the 
seas were relatively calm, the 
revenue cutter Thomas Cor-
win arrived to take them to 
the job site. And an hour or so 
later, their eyes widened with 
horror as they beheld what 
they’d signed up to build.

Staring at the tiny speck of 
granite jutting out of the fly-
ing spray and foam, the work-
ers now understood why their 
employer had been so secre-
tive — and why it had been 
necessary to recruit them 
from far-distant cities that 
had never heard of Tillamook 
Rock.

The Rock was a fist-shaped 
hunk of granite shooting 
straight up out of the sea, a 
mile and a half away from the 
coast of Oregon, rising to a 
height of about 120 feet above 
the waves. And although the 
day was calm and the sea fair-
ly smooth, the workers could 
immediately see that getting 
onto the rock would be nei-
ther easy nor safe. Indeed, as 
they would later learn, it was 
word of master mason John 
R. Trewaves’ death trying to 
clamber onto the rock — he’d 
slipped and fallen into the sea 
and been sucked under before 
anyone could grab him, never 
to be seen again — that had 
made it impossible for the 
government to find anyone in 
Oregon willing to work on the 
job. 

Now, looking up at this 
horrible pile of granite from 
the thwarts of their surfboat, 
as the unruly and frothy seas 
sloshed against the rock, they 
were about to perform the ex-
act maneuver that had killed 
Trewaves. They would have 
to wait for the boat to be in the 
crest of a wave, leap onto the 
rock as the boat descended 10 
feet into the wave’s trough, 
and scramble as fast as they 
could to get high enough that 
the next wave would not wash 
them off.

Well, they may have been 
suckered into taking the job, 
and they were surely scared 
nearly out of their wits — but 
the eight quarrymen were not 
cowards. They stepped for-
ward, ready to do their best. 
But only four of them were 
able to get onto the rock be-
fore the surfboat caught a 
wave badly and smashed into 
the granite surface, doing 
substantial damage and send-
ing the boat hurrying back to 
the cutter. 

With a line stretched be-
tween the cutter and the rock, 
they proceeded to load ham-
mers, drills, ringbolts, food, 
water and canvas tents. And 
then the cutter retreated, leav-
ing those four men behind, 
alone on a half-acre gua-
no-covered rock jutting out of 
an increasingly angry sea.

Those four men were, as 
a near-certainty, the first hu-
mans ever to spend a night 

Douglas County Mail Courtesy photo/Gibbs/ Binford & Mort
The original floorplan for the lighthouse as originally constructed. Note the absence of 
indoor plumbing facilities; calls of Nature were answered in a tiny outhouse that hung 
directly over the ocean at the edge of the bluff.

Douglas County Mail Courtesy photo/Lu, Wikimedia Commons
The Tillamook Rock Light as it appeared in 2010 from the mainland. Although it looks 
close to land in this image, it’s actually over a mile offshore.

on Tillamook Rock. In fact, it 
was five days before the seas 
moderated enough to land the 
rest of the party. And almost 
as soon as they did, the rock 
welcomed them with one of 
the massive gales for which 
that corner of Oregon is fa-
mous. The wind screamed, 
the seas hit the rock hard 
enough that the men could 
feel the stone tremble beneath 
their feet, and sheets of flying, 
frothy seawater blanketed the 
entire island. Everything the 
men had was soaked through 
with saltwater.

But they made it through, 
and soon spectators on the 
mainland could watch their 
progress through spyglasses 
from the point. From the be-
ginning, the locals had viewed 
the scheme to put a lighthouse 
on the rock as sheer madness, 
but now it looked as if they 
were actually going to pull it 
off.

But then, there hadn’t re-
ally been much of a choice. 
By the late 1870s it had be-
come all too clear to the U.S. 
Lighthouse Board that a light 
would have to be stationed 

south of the Columbia. There 
were, at the time, two at its 
mouth — Point Adams on the 
Oregon side, and Cape Disap-
pointment on the Washington 
shore — but these couldn’t be 
seen far enough out to sea to 
keep ships from getting into 
deadly trouble on the shoals 
and reefs off Tillamook Head, 
especially on foggy days.

So the government allo-
cated $50,000 for the job and 
started looking for a good 
place to put it.

It quickly became clear 
that there really wasn’t one. 
Tillamook Head seemed a 
logical place, but it was 1,000 
feet high; a light there would 
be invisible in heavy fog — 
exactly the weather condition 
in which a light was most 
needed.

And then … there was The 
Rock. 

So Tillamook Rock was 
scouted by district lighthouse 
superintendent H.S. Wheeler 
— who managed, after many 
attempts, to get first himself 
and then, on a second attempt, 
his surveying instruments 
onto the rock in the summer 

of 1879.
He was almost certainly 

the first human ever to set 
foot on the thing. 

The investigation proved 
that a lighthouse could be put 
on the rock. But it would re-
quire a great deal of dynamite 
to level off its top, and get-
ting on and off the thing was 
a matter of deadly peril — as 
was soon demonstrated by the 
death of John Trewaves.

Still, the only alternative 
was to accept the loss of doz-
ens of lives and thousands of 
tons of shipping every year in 
preventable shipwrecks. That 
was unacceptable. And so the 
Lighthouse Board agreed to 
go ahead with it, and sent em-
issaries to San Francisco and 
other faraway ports in search 
of workers gullible enough to 
sign onto what the locals con-
sidered a suicide mission.

Once there, the crew on 
the rock worked as quickly 
as they could, blasting and 
drilling and chipping out 
a level surface and laying 
the massive stone blocks — 
pinned together with heavy 
copper rods — of which the 

lighthouse was to be built. 
Supplies were at first landed 
via a cable stretched from the 
rock to the mast of the Thom-
as Corwin. This was also the 
workers’ only way on or off 
the island; they’d hang be-
neath the cable in a breeches 
buoy and, more often than 
not, get dunked in the sea at 
least once when a wave hit 
the ship. Later a crane was 
built, which picked supplies 
off the deck of the ship.

It was a job to remember. 
The days were usually full of 
hard and tedious work, and 
the nights were occasionally 
full of terror and dread. For 
the entire winter of 1879-1880 
the crew was camped out on 
that tiny chip of granite under 
siege by an angry sea, first 
in a tent and later in a rough 
wooden shack. That first win-
ter, a hurricane carried off the 
storehouse, and it was several 
hungry, fretful weeks before 
the seas were calm enough to 
bring the men food.

The following winter 
would be easier; a summer’s 
worth of construction had 
provided them with sturdy 
stone walls to hide behind 
when the massive hurri-
cane-driven waves slammed 
themselves into the granite. 
It was still very hard to find 
workers willing to take jobs 
on the rock, though. There is 
a rumor that the services of 
Astoria’s shanghaiers were 
tapped to fill this need, and, 
although that seems unlike-
ly, chances are pretty good 
that the supervisors dealt with 
sailors’ boardinghouse mas-
ters and other shady labor 

contractors whose men had 
no choice but to go.

All through 1880 they 
worked, and by January of 
the following year the light 
was almost ready to shine. 
The workers were given add-
ed motivation to move as fast 
as humanly possible when, 
on Jan. 6, the 1,300-ton Brit-
ish ship Lupatia sank within 
sight of the rock, leaving a 
three-foot section of main-
mast jutting out of the water 
as a silent reminder of just 
how much depended on their 
speed. (The only survivor was 
a dog.)

Finally, on January 21, 
1881, the wick of the great 
lantern was touched to flame 
for the first time, and the an-
gry North Pacific was lighted 
for the first time with a pow-
erful beam from the top of 
Tillamook Rock. 

The men had proven that it 
was possible to build a light-
house on the least hospitable 
half-acre of land in the entire 
continent. Now the question 
was, could they keep it? 

We’ll talk about that chal-
lenge next week.

(Sources: Gibbs, James A. 
Tillamook Light. Portland: 
Binford, 1979; www.atlasob-
scura.com)

Finn J.D. John teaches at 
Oregon State University and 
writes about odd tidbits of Or-
egon history. His most recent 
book, Bad Ideas and Horrible 
People of Old Oregon, pub-
lished by Ouragan House last 
year. 

To contact him or suggest 
a topic:  finn@offbeatoregon.
com or 541-357-2222.

UCC art gallery presents 
Occam’s Razor 

ROSEBURG — The Art 
Gallery at Umpqua Commu-
nity College presents a series 
of prints by Kim Fink that 
explore the world-at-large, 
including current social and 
political observations in Oc-
cam’s Razor.

The show will be on dis-
play at the Whipple Fine Arts 
Center at UCC from October 
20 through November 19. 
Gallery hours are Monday 
through Friday 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m.

A reception and artist talk 
will take place on Monday, 
October 20, from 11:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Admission is free.

Kim Fink received his 
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree 
in Painting from the Mu-
seum Art School, Portland, 
Oregon, in 1975, studying 

painting and printmaking. In 
1979, he graduated with an 
MFA in Printmaking from 
Tyler School of Art at Temple 
University in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, and Rome, It-
aly. Currently, he is living in 
Oregon and continues cre-
ating art in a shared studio 
with his wife, Sue. He is fo-
cusing primarily on various 
mixed-media print and draw-
ings, working with an 1830’s 
French Brissett lithography 
press, serigraphy and egg 
tempera painting.
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Death Notice

Public Notices
PUBLIC MEETING

The Tri City Rural Fire District Board 
of Directors will hold its regular 
board meeting on Monday, October 
20, 2025, at 7 p.m. at the Tri City 
Fire Hall, 140 S. Old Pacific High-
way, Myrtle Creek, Oregon. The 
agenda is post at www.tcrf4.org.

Published Thursday, October 16, 
2025,, in The Douglas County Mail.

Classified Advertisements
The Douglas County Mail 
Classified Advertisement

All Classifieds are PREPAID
Fill in your classified ad in the space below and mail it with payment 
in full to The Douglas County Mail, P.O. Box 729, Myrtle Creek, OR  
97457 or drop it by The Douglas County Mail office 325 NE First Av-
enue, Myrtle Creek, before Monday at 4 p.m. to have it included in 
Thursday’s edition. If you need additional space or want to run more 
than one advertisement please include a full copy of each ad on a 
separate piece of paper

30 WORDS OR LESS $10.00 
ALL ADDITIONAL WORDS ARE $.25 EACH  

1. _________________  2. _________________     3. _________________ 

4. _________________  5. _________________     6. _________________

7. _________________  8. _________________     9. _________________ 

10. _________________11. _________________   12. _________________  

13. _________________14. _________________   15. _________________

16. _________________17. _________________   18. _________________

19. _________________20. _________________   21. _________________      

22. _________________23. _________________   24. _________________

25. _________________26. _________________   27. _________________

28. _________________29. _________________   30. _________________      

STATEWIDE 
CLASSIFIEDS.

DIVORCE $130. Complete prepa-
ration. Includes children, custody, 
support, property and bills division. 
No court appearances. Divorced 
in 1-5 weeks possible. 503-772-
5295. www.paralegalalternatives.
com legalalt@msn.com.

:Switch and save up to $250/year 
on your talk, text and data. No con-
tract and no hidden fees. Unlimited 
talk and text with flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide coverage. 
100% U.S. based customer ser-
vice. For more information, call 
1-877-916-0803

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, 
Text and Data For Just $25/mo! 
The Power Of 3 5G Networks, One 
Low Price! 
Call Today and Get The Latest iP-
hone Every Year On Us! 844-955-
3417

FREE high speed internet for those 
that qualify. Government program 
for recipients of select programs 
incl. Medicaid, SNAP, Housing As-
sistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 
GB internet service. Bonus offer: 
Android tablet FREE with one-time 
$20 copay. Free shipping & han-
dling. Call Maxsip Telecom today! 
1-877-390-0458.

(Restrictions may apply.) Call 
1-844-345-1537.

The bathroom of your dreams in as 
little as 1 day. Limited Time Offer - 
$1000 off or No Payments and No 
Interest for 18 months for custom-
ers who qualify. 
BCI Bath & Shower. Many options 
available. Quality materials & pro-
fessional installation. Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts Available. Call To-
day! 1-844-847-9778.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a 
new, custom bath or shower in as 
little as one day. For a limited time, 
waiving ALL installation costs! (Addi-
tional terms apply. 
Subject to change and vary by deal-
er. (Offer ends 12/29/24.) Call 
1-855-341-5268.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with the 

compact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 855-839-0752.

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-the-line instal-
lation and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-833-395-1433.

Stroke and Cardiovascular disease 
are leading causes of death, ac-
cording to the American Heart As-
sociation. Screenings can provide 
peace of mind or early detection! 
Contact Life Line Screening to 
schedule your screening. Special 
offer - 5 screenings for just $149. 
Call 1-844-655-0972.

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV 
and more to support our veterans! 

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  
Free Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 
80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus 
Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. 
Call Today! 1-866-373-9175.

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get 
your favorite live TV, sports and lo-
cal channels. 99% signal reliability! 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/mo for 
12 months. 
HBO Max and Premium Channels 
included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) No annual 
contract, no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-855-
602-2009.

IWe Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! 
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy three step process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. 

Is 2024 your year? WeÂ’re here for it 
and here for you. Reach your goals 
this year with WeightWatchers. 
Get started with THREE months 
FREE, visit www.weightwatchersof-
fer.com/39.

Prepare for power outages today 
with a GENERAC home standby 
generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request 
a FREE Quote Â– Call now before 
the next power outage: 1-877-557-
1912.

$$PAYING TOP DOLLAR$$ For 
Sports Card Collections: Baseball, 
Basketball, Football, & Pokemon. 
Premium Paid for Vintage Pre 1980. 
Referral Bonuses Available. Call 
Corey 541-838-0364.

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages 
and power your home. Full instal-
lation services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request a FREE, 
no obligation, quote today. Call 
1-844-989-2328.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter es-
timate today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-855-536-8838.

Wesley Financial Group, LLC. 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts. 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your time-
share! Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 844-487-
0221.

Call LeafGuard and say goodbye to 
gutter cleaning for good. No clean-
ing. No leaking. No water damage. 
No more ladder accidents. Get 
LeafGuard today and be protected 
for life. FREE estimate. Financing 
available. 20% off total purchase 

Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle 
pickup and receive a top tax deduc-
tion! 
Call Veteran Car Donations at 
1-866-695-9265 today!

Get a break on your taxes! Donate 
your car, truck, or SUV to assist the 
blind and visually impaired. Arrange 
a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup and 
secure a generous tax credit for 
2025. 
Call Heritage for the Blind Today at 
1-844-533-9173 today!

&

Donate Your Car
Imagine the Di� erence You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible 
and the proceeds help provide services to 
help the blind and visually impaired.

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

a $200 restaurant 
voucher

✔ ✔ a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations

✔

Call 1-844-533-9173

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 877-557-1912 to 
schedule your free quote!

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

An Invitation To Worship

A guide to churches of south Douglas County

Tri-City 
Baptist Church

Rick Smith, Pastor 863-4742
158 SE Crest Dr, Myrtle Creek

Service Times Offered
Sunday Morning.Worship     11 am
 Sunday School 	  9:30 am
Sunday Ev. Adult Service         6 pm
Wed. Adult Bible Study           10 am

Church of the Nazarene
Pastor Guy Cooksey

235 NE Rice St., 
Myrtle Creek * 541/863-3715
www.myrtlecreeknaz.com

Sunday School 9:30 am
Worship, 10:45 am & 6 pm

Bible Study, Wed. 7 pm

Tri City 
Presbyterian Church

P.O. Box 704
355 Meadow Lane, 
Tri City, 863-4363

a look at local weather 
Thursday, October 16

Partly Cloudy. 
High 65. Low 44.

Saturday, October 18
Partly Cloudy. 

High 73. Low 50.

Sunday, October 19
Overcast. A 60 percent chance of precipitation. 

High 57. Low 44.

Wednesday, October 22
Partly Cloudy. 

High 65. Low 44.

Last Week’s Temperatures
						      Lo       		  High   	        Precp
Wednesday, 	 October 8 		  41		  65	       .0
Thursday,		  October 9 		  48		  61	       .0
Friday,         		 October 10 	  	 42		  59	       .0
Saturday,    		  October 11 	   	 48		  62	       .24
Sunday		  October 12 	    	 42		  55	       -0
Monday,     		  October 13 	    	 40		  53	       .0
Tuesday,   		  October 14 	    	 39		  66	       .0

A look back at last year
Fall gave  a last glimpse of summer’s warmth as low temperatures 
ranged from a cool 47 to a humid 56 and the high temperatures 
rose from a comfortable 72 to a warm 81. The valley took on no 
precipitation.

Monday, October 20
Partly Cloudy. 

High 61. Low 40.

Tuesday, October 21
Partly Cloudy. 

High 63. Low 42.

Friday, October 17
Partly Cloudy. 

High 68. Low 44.

Dennis Wesley Castle, 77, 
of Canyonville died Friday 
October 3. Arrangements are 
pending at Mountain View 
Memorial Chapel of Myrtle 
Creek.
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22

THEME: SCARY MOVIES
ACROSS
1. Awestruck
5. Paid player
8. Precedes pedia
12. Oxen connector
13. Sonic sound
14. ____ Dondarrion, 
“Game of Thrones” Lord 
of Blackhaven
15. Bibliographical abbr. 
(2 words)
16. *2025 Pete Davidson 
horror flick, “The ____”
17. Wear away
18. *Movie director of 
“Knock at the Cabin” 
fame
20. Manage without help
21. Subway coin
22. Boar’s mate
23. *Jordan Peele’s di-
rectorial debut (2017, 2 
words)
26. Richard Gere in 1980 
movie, pl.
30. Bit of binary code
31. A way to steal gas
34. *”It’s ____” (1974)
35. Estrogen producer
37. Have a bug
38. Glue on, e.g.
39. Comme ci, comme ça
40. Nice to look at
42. Opposite of WSW
43. Opposite of #40 
Across
45. Cordwood units
47. The night before
48. Warm down-slope 
wind
50. Blood component
52. *Trip to Sweden gone 
wrong (2019)
56. Like certain radiant 
energy
57. Pakistani tongue
58. “Ill at ____”
59. Not together
60. Ooze
61. Bulgarian, e.g.
62. Like certain grape 
beverage
63. Get it wrong
64. Shakira’s don’t lie?
DOWN
1. Roll call answers
2. Visi____ or Ostro____
3. Thumbs-up
4. Italian frozen dessert
5. Southern England’s 
coastal town
6. *____ Polanski, di-
rector of “Rosemary’s 
Baby”
7. *The story of Damien 
Thorn, with The (1976)
8. *Americans’ attacker 
in London (1981)
9. Pump it!
10. Pirate Captain ____
11. Frozen H2O
13. Devotional worship, 
in Hinduism
14. Haze over
19. Timid
22. Envy, biblical-
ly-speaking
23. Duck follower
24. Diplomat on a mis-

sion
25. Badger or bug
26. Happy Gilmore’s 
game
27. Forever prisoner
28. Sheep-like
29. Movie “Battle of the 
____”
32. Pay as you earn, acr.
33. Step on it
36. *Mia Farrow in Roman 
Polanski’s movie (1967)
38. Poetic although
40. Before of yore

41. Depletes (2 words)
44. Manifest
46. Catch in a net
48. Firearm shooter
49. More eccentric
50. Shoshonean people
51. Panache
52. Dante’s Beatrice, e.g.
53. Mauritania’s Eastern 
neighbor
54. Hurry up, acronym
55. RPMs
56. *James Wan’s direc-
torial debut (2004)

Stocking drive benefits ODHS and Shop With a Cop 
ROSEBURG – The Or-

egon Department of Hu-
man Services (ODHS) and 
the Shop with a Cop program 
are recipients this holiday sea-
son by a H.O.P.E. Drug Court 
participant working to make 
sure teens and young chil-
dren in Douglas County feel 
the joy of Christmas morning. 
The community is invited to 
help by donating stocking 
items and teen-friendly gifts 
that will be provided to local 
youth in need.

Items needed include:
Gift cards to Walmart, Fred 

Meyer, Ross, Marshalls, Star-
bucks, Dutch Bros, and local 
restaurants/fast food spots; 
Water bottles & Stanley cups; 
Headphones/Ear buds; Hol-
iday candy; Fidget spinners, 
stress balls, stickers; Sun-
glasses/Gloves/Hats; Bowl-
ing/movie passes; Hairbrush-
es and accessories; And more 
fun stocking stuffers!

Donation Drop-Off Loca-
tions are Lilly’s Restaurant – 
2980 NW Stewart Parkway; 
Big O Tires  – 2545 NW 
Stewart Parkway; and Doug-
las County Juvenile Depart-
ment Lobby (Courthouse, 1st 

Floor) – 1036 SE Douglas 
Avenue.

In addition,  Lilly’s Mex-
ican Cuisine will host a spe-
cial fundraising meal event 
on  Wednesday, October 23, 
from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 
p.m.  During this event,  15 
percent of all meal proceeds 
will be donated  to support 
the stocking project and bring 
holiday cheer to local chil-
dren.   The Douglas Coun-
ty Cleaning Professionals 
have pledged to match meal 
proceeds obtained from the 
event.

The Shop with a Cop pro-
gram has long been a source 
of joy in Douglas County, 
pairing youth with local law 
enforcement officers for a 
day of holiday shopping. Se-
lected children pick out gifts 
for their family members and 
then help wrap them.  Before 
leaving, each child is given 
their own gift and a stock-
ing filled with goodies from 
Santa.   The purpose of this 
event is to help make the hol-
iday season brighter for these 
children and to give them the 
opportunity to interact with 
law enforcement in a positive 

setting.  With the partnership 
of ODHS, this year’s added 
effort focuses on teens, who 
are often overlooked in tradi-
tional toy drives.

“I feel honored to be able 
to help give back to the same 
organizations that helped me 
get to where I am today,” said 
Toby Marlow, H.O.P.E. Drug 
Court graduate phase partici-
pant,  “It’s been a pleasure to 
get out in the community and 
work with everyone to make 
this all happen.”

By donating or enjoying 
a meal at Lilly’s on October 
23, community members can 
help brighten the season for 
local youth who deserve to 
feel the excitement of Christ-
mas just like every child.

For more information 
about donations or the event, 
please contact Toby Marlow 
at (541) 860-8995.

The Douglas County 
H.O.P.E. Drug Court program 
is preparing to celebrate its 
111th graduation on Tuesday, 
December 16, 2025, at 5:15 
p.m. The ceremony will be 
held at the Douglas County 
Fairgrounds in the Cascade 
Hall building.
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Business & Service 
Directory

Automotive Care and Repair

Doughnut Shop Advertising Newspapers

Would you like 
to advertise your 

business here for as 
little as $13 per week?

Call 541-863-5233 or e-mail 
dcmail@dcmail.info to find 

out how

325 NE FIRST AVE.
MYRTLE CREEK, OR

Hair Styling

Electronics and Sound

Subscribe
Today

The Douglas County Mail
$30 per year!

Call 
(541) 863-5233

to start your 
subscription

(Senior discounts available)

Business & Service 
Directory

NEED A QUOTE OR WANT 
PROFESSIONAL SOUND SERVICES 

CALL 541-580-4025

Music

MORE SCENES FROM THE FRIENDS OF THE MYRTLE CREEK 
LIBRARY’S SILENT DISCO HELD SATURDAY NIGHT, OCTOBER 11, 

AT MILLSITE PARK



Page 12	  Thursday, October 16, 2025The Mail


