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Flipping the flapjacks 

Douglas County Mail photo by Reo Chaney
The Myrtle Creek Airport Support Group held its annual fall fly-in pancake breakfast on Saturday, October 
4. Although the weather was not amenable to planes actually being able to fly into the event there was still 
some good eats served up by the support group members.

Open for business?

Douglas County Mail photo by Reo Chaney
The City of Myrtle Creek’s new visitor center is not quite open yet but 
last Thursday the Myrtle Creek~Tri City Area Chamber of Commerce 
held their general membership meeting in the new center along with 
giving tours of the revamped building. The new visitors center is in the 
old Village Realty building that sits on Main Street between the current 
location of Village Realty and Tommy’s All American Burger Compa-
ny. The city purchased the building and property in 2024 and began 
remodeling the facility earlier this year. There was an original target-
ed early summer opening but some unforeseen complications didn’t 
allow for that to happen. The plan is to have the center open at least 
two days a week and staffed by volunteers from various local entities. 
(ABOVE) Seen here is the new center and to the right are members of 
the Chamber conducting the tours.

Concert Chorale to perform on 
Veterans Day 

ROSEBURG — The Umpqua Community College Per-
forming and Visual Arts Department presents the UCC Con-
cert Band and Roseburg Concert Chorale in a special Veterans 
Day concert on Tuesday, November 11, at 7 p.m. in Jacoby 
Auditorium.

The UCC Concert Band, under the direction of Jeff Soffer, 
and the Roseburg Concert Chorale, under the direction of Dr. 
Jason Heald, will perform an afternoon of rousing patriotic 
favorites and exciting traditional selections.

Admission is available at umpqua.edu or at the door: The 
cost is $15 per person, $10 for seniors. Admission is free for 
veterans and students. For more information, contact 541-440-
4691 or music@umpqua.edu.

Website launches, subscribers help still needed
MYRTLE CREEK – The Douglas 

County Mail launched its first-ever 
website October 1 but assistance is 
needed from all subscribers.

The Douglas County Mail is in 
the process of setting up subscriber 
access to the website but in order 
to accomplish this the emails of all 
subscribers are needed. If you are a 
current subscriber please send us an 
email with your name and physical 
address along with your email ad-

dress.  Also please include a phone 
number so we can contact you per-
sonally if other information is need-
ed. If you are a subscriber but don’t 
want access to the online version of 
The Douglas County Mail please 
send us your email anyway because 
eventually all billing we become 
electronic due to the continued in-
creases in postage.

The plan is to provide the web-
site free for the first month. After 

that time it will be accessible by 
subscription only. Current subscrib-
ers will have free access to the site 
but email addresses are needed to be 
able to generate a email with a pass-
word.  The Douglas County Mail 
still plans to print a paper version of 
the newspaper on a weekly basis as 
has happened for the last 123 years. 
The goal is to provide a more com-
prhensive and up-to-date coverage 
of events throughout the area.

Missing Tiller 
woman found 

TILLER – The Tiller woman 
who went missing on Friday af-
ternoon, September 26, was found 
safe and sound. She spent the 
night in the woods with her dog 
and was found the next evening. 

UCC Orchestra, choir to perform 
ROSEBURG — The Umpqua Community College Per-

forming and Visual Arts Department presents the Umpqua 

Chamber Orchestra and UCC Chamber Choir, under the direc-
tion of Dr. Jason A. Heald, in concert on Sunday, November 
9, at 3 p.m. in the Whipple Fine Arts Center on the UCC Main 
Campus. The concert will feature a “Tribute to Burt Bacha-
rach,” performed by the Umpqua Singers with the Umpqua 
Chamber Orchestra. Admission is available at umpqua.edu or 
at the door. Cost is $15 per person, $10 for seniors. Admission 
is free for students. For more information, contact 541-440-
4691 or music@umpqua.edu.

Oregon Fire Marshal suggests 
safety with batteries 

SALEM – October is Fire Pre-
vention Month, and the Oregon 
State Fire Marshal and Oregon Fire 
Marshals Association invite all Ore-
gonians to Take Charge of Fire Safe-
ty  by buying, using, and recycling 
rechargeable batteries safely.

Rechargeable batteries, including 
lithium-ion batteries, power many of 
our everyday devices, such as smart-
phones, laptops, wearable technolo-
gy, e-scooters, power tools, electric 
vehicles, and much more. While 
they are convenient and powerful, 
they can create serious fire risks if 
not used correctly.

“Rechargeable batteries, espe-
cially lithium-ion types, are incred-
ibly useful but can be dangerous if 
they’re not used or stored the right 
way,” State Fire Marshal Mariana 
Ruiz-Temple said. “Since more fam-
ilies are using them at home, it’s 
important to know how to use them 
safely.”

“Oregon’s fire service person-

nel see firsthand the impact fire can 
have on families and communities,” 
said Lora Ratcliff, president of the 
Oregon Fire Marshals Association. 
“Fire Prevention Month is about 
taking simple steps that make a big 
difference, whether that’s charging 
batteries safely, checking smoke 
alarms, or creating a home escape 
plan. By working together, we can 
reduce fire risks and help keep Ore-
gonians safe.”

Safety Tips for Rechargeable Bat-
teries

Buy Only Listed Products. When 
buying devices that use rechargeable 
batteries, make sure they are tested 
and certified by a nationally recog-
nized testing laboratory to meet es-
tablished safety standards.

Charge Devices Safely.  Always 
use the charger that comes with the 
device or one approved by the man-
ufacturer. Charge devices on a hard, 
flat surface and avoid charging them 

UCC presents Occam’s Razor 
ROSEBURG — The Art Gallery at Umpqua Community 

College presents a series of prints by Kim Fink that explore 
the world-at-large, including current social and political ob-
servations in Occam’s Razor.

The show will be on display at the Whipple Fine Arts Cen-
ter at UCC from October 20 through November 19. Gallery 
hours are Monday through Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

A reception and artist talk will take place on Monday, Octo-
ber 20, from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Admission is free.

School board work session set 
TRI CITY – The South Umpqua School District Board of 

Directors will hold a board work session Wednesday, Octo-
ber 15, at 6:15 p.m. at the South Umpqua District Service Cen-
ter.

If you are a member of the community and cannot attend 
the meeting in person and wish to provide public comment, 
please email your comments to  tabitha.roberts@susd.k12.
or.us ahead of the meeting and your comments will be part of 
the public record.
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Business & Service 
Directory

Automotive Care and Repair

Doughnut Shop Advertising Newspapers

Would you like 
to advertise your 

business here for as 
little as $13 per week?

Call 541-863-5233 or e-mail 
dcmail@dcmail.info to find 

out how

325 NE FIRST AVE.
MYRTLE CREEK, OR

Hair Styling

Electronics and Sound

Subscribe
Today

The Douglas County Mail
$30 per year!

Call 
(541) 863-5233

to start your 
subscription

(Senior discounts available)

Business & Service 
Directory

NEED A QUOTE OR WANT 
PROFESSIONAL SOUND SERVICES 

CALL 541-580-4025

Music

Douglas County Mail photos by Bob Chaney, Sr.
The Days Creek Wolves fell in straight sets, 25-11, 25-9 and 25-3, to Umpqua Valley Chris-
tian last Tuesday, September 30. (TOP RIGHT) Days Creek’s Ruby Geiger (#7) goes for 
a little dink over the block of the UVC player. (BOTTOM RIGHT) Days Creek’s Maggie 
Brown (#8) gets ready to hammer one home. (BOTTON LEFT) Geiger (#7) gets set to put 
away another kill. (TOP LEFT) Days Creek’s Hannah Johnson (#21) and Clara Crume 
(#32) rise to block the kill attempt by the UVC player.
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South  Douglas 
County Sports 

Calendar

Area Prep Sports 
Scoreboard

sports/news

Football
Friday, October 10

Days Creek at Gilchrist, 1 p.m.
Crosspoint Christian at Riddle, 7 p.m.

Glendale at Prospect, 7 p.m.
Coquille at South Umpqua, 7 p.m.

Volleyball
Thursday, October 9

Days Creek at Yoncalla, 6 p.m.
Riddle at Umpqua Valley Christian, 6 p.m.

South Umpqua at Glide, 6 p.m.
Pacific at Glendale, 7 p.m.

Friday, October 10
Glendale at Prospect, 4:30 p.m.

Crosspoint Christian at Riddle, 5:30 p.m.
Saturday, October 11

Days Creek vs. TBD, at North Lake Tournament, 
10 a.m.

Tuesday, October 14
South Umpqua at Sutherlin, 6 p.m.

Days Creek at Elkton, 6 p.m.
Riddle at Glendale, 6 p.m.

Boys Soccer
Thursday, October 9

Pacific at South Umpqua, 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday, October 14

South Umpqua at Douglas, 4:30 p.m.

Girls Soccer
Thursday, October 9

Sutherlin at South Umpqua, 3 p.m.
Tuesday, October 14

South Umpqua at Brookings Harbor, 4:45 p.m.

Cross Country
Saturday, October 11

Days Creek at Dan Baird Invitational at Mildred 
Kanipe Memorial Park, Oakland, 10 a.m.

Glendale at Old Mill Invitational, 
McKenzie River Community Tack and Field 

Complex, Vida, 10 a.m.

Football
OCTOBER 3

Riddle 28
Prospect 8

Glendale 36
Camas Valley 12

Siuslaw 48
South Umpqua 13

OCTOBER 4
North Lake 74
Days Creek 26

Volleyball
SEPTEMBER 30

Umpqua Valley Christ. 3
Days Creek 0

North Douglas 3
Riddle 0

Rogue Valley Adventist 
Academy 3
Glendale 0

South Umpqua 3
Siuslaw 0

OCTOBER 2
Douglas 3
South Umpqua 0

Glendale 3
Yoncalla 0

North Douglas 3
Days Creek 0

New Hope Christian 3
Riddle 1

OCTOBER 3
Prospect 3
Riddle 0

OCTOBER 4
Bandon 3
Days Creek 0

Myrtle Point 3
South Umpqua 0

Boys Soccer
OCTOBER 2

South Umpqua 1
Umpqua Valley Christ 1

Girls Soccer
SEPTEMBER 30

Rogue River 4
South Umpqua 0

OCTOBER 2
St. Mary’s 8
South Umpqua 0 on beds, couches, or under 

pillows. Unplug devices once 
they are fully charged.

Dispose of Batteries Re-
sponsibly.  Do not put re-
chargeable batteries or de-
vices in the trash or regular 
recycling bins. They can start 
fires. Instead, take them to a 
designated battery recycling 
location. Visit  www.call2re-
cycle.org  to find a recycling 
spot near you.

While rechargeable bat-
teries are a growing risk, the 
top causes of home fires in 
Oregon remain the same year 
after year:

Cooking is the number one 
cause of home fires. Never 
leave cooking unattended and 
keep flammable items away 
from stovetops.

Heating equipment, such 
as space heaters, should be 
kept at least three feet from 
anything that can burn.

Electrical issues, including 
overloaded outlets and faulty 
wiring, are major contributors 
to home fires.

Fire Prevention Month is 
a great time to check your 
smoke alarms, review your 
home escape plan, and talk 
with your family about fire 
safety. A few minutes of pre-
vention can save lives.

For more information on 
home fire safety, including 
downloadable resources, 
safety checklists, and edu-
cational materials, visit the 
Oregon State Fire Marshal’s 
website at  www.oregon.gov/
osfm.

The Oregon State Fire 
Marshal became an inde-
pendent state agency in July 
2023. The agency is dedi-
cated to protecting people, 
property, and the environ-
ment from fire and hazardous 
materials. The OSFM works 
with local fire agencies, com-
munities, and other partners 

to strengthen fire prevention, 
preparedness, and response 
statewide. Please note: the 
Oregon State Fire Marshal is 
no longer an office.

The Oregon Fire Marshals 
Association is a nonprofit 
organization made up of fire 
code officials, industry lead-

Myrtle Creek Police Logs
City Ordinance
9/19/2025 - 1625
100 block NE Johnson
City Ordinance Violation
Resident cited after mul-
tiple warnings regarding 
junk in the yard.
Cite
 
City Ordinance
9/19/2025 - 1645
500 block NE Howland
Warning was left at resi-
dence regarding vehicles.
Warning
 
City Ordinance
9/19/2025 - 1744
100 block NE Oak
OFFICER(S):	
Warning left regarding junk 
in yard.
Warning
 
Harassment
9/21/2025 - 2354
500 block NE Spruce
Arrested – Knight, Traleigh 
Rose, 20, of Myrtle Creek
CHARGES:	 H a r a s s -
ment, Minor In Possession 
of Alcohol (MIP-A)
DETAILS:	 F o l l o w i n g 
a disturbance at location, 
Knight was found to have 
made offensive physical 
contact on another person 
and was also found to be 
intoxicated.  She was cited 
for the listed crime/viola-
tion.
Cleared By Arrest (CBA)
 
Trespass / Civil
9/23/2025 - 1200
500 block NE Waite St
Officer responded to a tres-
pass call that ended up be-
ing a civil issue. No action 
taken.
Log Info
 
Unattended Death
9/24/2025 - 0503
Undisclosed
Unattended Death Investi-
gation

Report
 
Theft
9/24/2025 - 1333
909 S. Main
Arrested – Alson, Corey Al-
len, 47, Transient
Theft III,Trespass II two 
counts
Alson was called in as steal-
ing from Ray’s.  He left the 
scene and trespassed on 
two different private prop-
erties.  He was located and 
taken into custody, where 
he  refused to identify him-
self. He was later identified 
at the jail as Corey Allen Al-
son.
CBA
 
Unauthorized Entry of a 
Motor Vehicle (UEMV)
9/24/2025 - 1523
900 block NE Division St.
Ford F350 Bus
Unlawful entry into a vehi-
cle was reported at loca-
tion.
Report
 
Peace Officer Hold (POH)
9/24/2025 - 1704
Undisclosed
Peace Officer Mental Hold
Subject was taken into cus-
tody on a Peace Officer 
Hold and admitted at Mercy.
Report
 
City Ordinance
9/24/2025 - 2030
500 block NE Spruce
Resident given warning re-
garding junk and vehicles 
in the yard. 
Warning
 
Hit and Run
9/26/2025 - 1600
Wecks Rd./Old Pacific Hwy
Hit and Run reported at lo-
cation. 
Report Taken
 
Reported Burglary
9/26/2025 - 1855

600 block NW Orchard 
Drive
Subject called stating her 
garage and residence was 
broken into sometime with-
in the past three days.
Report Taken
 
City Ordinance
9/26/2025 - 1855
600 block NW Orchard
Resident was warned about 
the junk in her backyard, 
overgrown blackberry 
bushes and cleaning up her 
house so it is not a health 
hazard.
Warning
 
Criminal Mischief
9/27/2025 - 2047
909 S. Main
Rays Food Place Manager 
called stating someone cut 
the fence to the can cage 
behind the store sometime 
during the day. No cans 
were reported stolen.
Report Taken
 
Reckless Driving
9/28/2025 - 2212
I-5 MP 108 South
Arrested – Lloyd, Derick 
Bruce, 39, of Cottage Grove
Reckless Driving
03 Suzuki motorcycle
Lloyd had eluded an Or-
egon State Patrol (OSP) 
Trooper in the Roseburg 
area and was heading 
south on I-5. Officers locat-
ed the motorcycle when it 
drove recklessly through 
the 108 curves. The bike 
continued south where 
Douglas County Sheriff’s 
Office (DCSO) deputies 
were able to get in behind 
it. He eluded until the 99, 
where he was taken into 
custody without incident. 
He was cited for Reckless 
Driving and DCSO arrested 
him for the elude and drug 
charges.
CBA

BATTERIES:
Continued from Page 3 ers, and individuals dedicated 

to protecting of life and prop-
erty against fire. The OFMA 
provides education and dis-
cussion on current fire and 
life safety issues to under-
stand and improve fire codes 
and standards.  Learn more 
at ofma.net. 

Riddle unbeaten run continues 
PROSPECT – Riddle 

opened up their Special Dis-
trict 1 eight-man league 
schedule with a dominating 
win over Prospect.

Despite being a bit gra-
cious on offense with five 
turnovers, three fumbles and 
two picks, the Irish were 
able to hold the Cougars at 
bay with a stifling defense en 
route to the 28-8 victory.

From the opening quarter 
Riddle led getting their first 
score of the game on a three 
yard run by Jonathan Harp. 
The conversion was good and 
after the first 12 minutes the 
Irish led 8-0.

In the second quarter it was 
more of the Harp show as the 
Irish running back punched 
it in from five yards out. The 
conversion failed.

The first half ended with 
Riddle enjoying a 14-0 lead.

In the third quarter it was 
more of the same as the Irish 
found pay dirt again this time 
on a 33 yard pass from Noah 
Bosse to Jase Coker and with 
the two point conversion the 
Irish extended their lead to 
22-0.

Prospect ended their scor-
ing drought in the fourth 
quarter as they closed the gap 
to 22-8 but that was as close 

as the Cougars would get.
Isaiah Ibrahim, who had 

two conversions on the night, 
got involved in the touch-
down frenzy with a 19 yard 
scoring run late in the fourth 
to cap the scoring. The con-
version failed and the Irish 
led 28-8, which was the final 
score.

Riddle Head Coach Ja-
son Luft stated that the Irish 
defense was really good. 
He recognized Harp, Austin 
Dean and Nick McKinney for 
their play.

With the win the Irish are 
4-0 for the first time in 28 sea-
sons.

Riddle returns home this 
week to face their toughest 
test of the season as they host 
the ninth-ranked Crosspoint 
Christian Warriors. The Irish 
are currently ranked eighth in 
the O.S.A.A. 1A(8) polls.

Wolves lose 
sixth straight 

DAYS CREEK – The 
Days Creek Wolves volley-
ball squad suffered three more 
losses as they fell in straight 
sets to visiting Umpqua Val-
ley Christian, 25-11, 25-9, 
25-3 on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 30, again in straight sets 
(3-0) to North Douglas on 
Thursday and on Saturday to 
Bandon in the South Umpqua 
tournament.

The Wolves were sitting at 
3-3 on the season before this 
losing streak began and now 
they are at 3-9 overall and 
2-4 in Skyline League play 
with just five matches left in 
the season, four of which are 
league matches.

Boys volleyball 
sanctioned as an 
OSAA activity

WILSONVILLE –  The 
Delegate Assembly of the Or-
egon School Activities Asso-
ciation (OSAA) voted in boys 
volleyball as an OSAA-sanc-
tioned activity at the assem-
bly’s October 6 meeting.

Boys volleyball will begin 
its first season as a sanctioned 
activity in the Spring of 2026 
following two years as an 
emerging activity. 

It is the first activity to 
join the association’s offer-
ing since girls wrestling was 
voted in by the Delegate As-
sembly ahead of the 2023-24 
association year.

Oregon is the 26th state to 
add boys volleyball as a sanc-
tioned activity.

Boys volleyball is the first 
activity to be added through 
the OSAA’s emerging activi-
ty process. 

The process allows the 
growth of meaningful inter-
scholastic participation op-
portunities for students in 
athletics and activities that 
have the potential to meet the 
required number of schools 
participating to be considered 
for official sanctioning by the 
OSAA.

Sixty-eight varsity teams 
competed last spring – Cen-
tral Catholic (6A), Summit 
(5A), Estacada (4A) and St. 
Mary’s, Medford (3A/2A/1A) 
claimed culminating event ti-
tles in May. Over the last six 
years, the sport has seen a 51 
percent growth – the highest 
among boys sports – national-
ly, according to the American 
Volleyball Coaches’ Associa-
tion (AVCA).

A plan book and dates for 
the 2026 season will be re-
leased at a later date.

Girls flag football is in the 
second year of a two-year 
emerging sport status and is 
eligible to be voted on at the 
October 2026 Delegate As-
sembly meeting.
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The old water-powered elevator as it appeared circa 1920, viewed from the promenade 
at the brow of the bluff. 

Douglas County Mail Courtesy photo/Postcard
The old elevator as viewed from the cliffside, with the view of the city behind.

Douglas County Mail Courtesy photo/Staff
The observation deck at the top of the Oregon City Municipal Elevator, as seen from the 
promenade at the brow of the bluff.

World’s steepest street is in Oregon City — it runs straight up
By Finn J.D. John

The cities of San Francisco 
and Pittsburgh are currently 
in a battle for bragging rights: 
Which town is home to the 
world’s steepest street? Is it 
Canton Avenue in Pittsburgh, 
a 21-foot stretch of which 
is at a 37% grade? Or Brad-
ford Street in San Francisco, 
which claims a shorter stretch 
as high as 39%?

Neither one, says the Guin-
ness Book of World Records. 
In fact, they say, it’s Baldwin 
Street in Dunedin, New Zea-
land, which is 34.8% over a 
longer stretch of roadbed than 
either American street.

This good-natured feud, 
with bragging rights and tour-
ism clout on the line, is very 
reminiscent of the “shortest 
river war” between the D Riv-
er in Lincoln City and the Roe 
River in Great Falls, Mont.

But in the battle for the 
bragging rights to the world’s 
steepest street, there’s simply 
no contest. There is no steeper 
slope than 90 degrees — 130 
feet up, zero feet forward — 
and that’s the slope of Eleva-
tor Street in Oregon City: The 
world’s actual steepest street.

To be clear, it may not be 
the only steepest street in the 
world. But a 90-degree slope 
is an infinity-percent grade. 
A steeper slope than that is 
physically impossible.

Elevator Street usually 
doesn’t get counted in those 
“street steepness” contests, 
though, because although it is 
in fact a platted and recorded 
city street, it doesn’t really 
look like one at all. What it 
does look like is a flying sau-
cer docked on top of a thick 
lollipop stick, attached to the 
face of the 100-foot bluff that 
runs through downtown Ore-
gon City.

You can’t drive on it, or 
walk up and down. But at the 
height of the tourist season, 
as many as 1,300 people use 
it every day.

To do that, they ride the 
only municipal elevator in 
North America. They walk 
into a deep tunnel at the foot 
of the bluff, passing under the 
railroad tracks; ride to the top, 
a trip that takes about 15 sec-
onds; and can then stroll out 
into the observation deck (the 
“flying saucer” part at the top) 
for a grand view of the town 
and Willamette Falls to the 
south.

OREGON CITY WAS one 
of the first settlements to 
spring up in the old Oregon 
territory, in 1829; and it was 
set up in a spot close by the 
falls so that their water power 
could be easily tapped. The 
whole town was on a great 
shelf of land just downstream 
from the falls, like an enor-
mous garden terrace. To the 
west, a steep cliff dropped 
down to the river, smooth 
and lazy and very deep after 
its mad rush down the falls, 
oozing toward Portland and 
the sea. To the east, just a 
few dozen yards away, was 
a sheer rock wall, about 100 
feet high.

  It wasn’t long before the 
settlement got too big for that 
shelf above the river. So peo-
ple started settling at the top 
of the bluff. But, of course, 
that had its own drawbacks. 
A quick run into the business 
district to buy supplies in-
volved a great deal of extra 
travel to get down the side of 
the bluff safely, following one 
of the Indian trails that the 
tribes had blazed. Later these 
were improved with staircas-
es; but these were quite liter-
ally not for the faint of heart. 
Hundreds of steps were re-
quired to get to the top.

(Several sources say there 
were more than 700 steps, al-

though this may be an error 
induced by counting the total 
number of footsteps required 
to climb the trail to the top 
rather than the actual stair-
steps themselves. But today, 
the direct trail up the bluff 
includes 197 concrete steps; 
so it wasn’t anything to be 
sniffed at.)

If a resident was willing 
to saddle up or hitch up the 

buggy, she or he could ride 
to town via Singer Hill, to the 
north. But, that wasn’t always 
convenient, and it was frus-
trating to have to schedule an 
hour or two and visit a livery 
stable just to get to a store a 
few blocks away.

By 1912, the city residents 
decided they had to do some-
thing about it, to bring the two 
halves of the city together. It 

wasn’t just the convenience 
of the residents at the top, 
who wanted to get to town to 
shop; the city had outgrown 
that shelf of land and was 
starting to develop and spread 
out on the top. The two halves 
of Oregon City would have 
to be brought together some-
how.

So the city presented the 
townsfolk with a ballot mea-

sure to build an elevator at the 
bluff.

The measure was shot down 
at first. But on their next try, it 
was approved, and the voters 
green-lit $12,000 in bonds to 
get the project done. This was 
a time of heavy competitive 
growth among Oregon cities, 
and as the “O.G.” of the lower 
Willamette, Oregon City was 
feeling a little hard pressed by 
upstarts like Gladstone and 
Milwaukie, not to mention 
Portland. There was a sense 
that the geography was hold-
ing Oregon City back, and 
they’d have to do something 
to stitch their divided town 
together.

By the early 1910s, almost 
everyone agreed an elevator 
was needed; but almost ev-
eryone also felt that it should 
not be near their house. That 
was especially true of the 
wealthy and prominent fami-
lies with homes at the top of 
the bluff, high enough above 
the railroad tracks to not be 
noisy and blessed with glori-
ous vistas out over the valley 
and falls. These folks were 
especially adamant: “You’re 
not ruining MY view with 
that horrid thing!”

Negotiations went no-
where, so finally the city had 
to pick a spot, at the end of 
Seventh Street, and start con-
demnation proceedings. The 
unlucky homeowner fought 
like a tiger, and the case went 
all the way up to the Supreme 
Court before being decided in 
the city’s favor.

It seems to have left a bad 
taste in the homeowner’s 
mouth, though, because for 
the rest of her life she refused 
to ever ride in the elevator.

That may have been for 
reasons other than petulance, 
though. By all accounts, rid-
ing the first Oregon City mu-
nicipal elevator was a low-key 
terrifying experience. It con-
sisted of a great free-stand-
ing tower of wood and steel 
that looked a bit like a slen-
der grain elevator or maybe a 
wide church steeple, towering 
over the railroad tracks on the 
opposite side from the cliff 
face. Riders would get in the 
elevator and it would slowly 
start crawling upward. It was 
powered by water pressure, 
so it was excruciatingly slow 
— the climb of 100 feet or 
so took three to five minutes, 
so less than half the speed of 
a person climbing a ladder. 
Every now and then it would 
glitch out and stop; when that 
happened, riders would have 

to open a trap door in the floor 
and climb down to the ground 
along a narrow emergency 
ladder.

If you did make it to the 
top of the old elevator, your 
adventure wasn’t over yet. 
There was a 35-foot catwalk 
stretching from the tower to 
the cliff face, over the railroad 
tracks. One imagines passen-
gers trying not to look down, 
gripping the catwalk railing 
and mincing carefully along 
as smoke from a passing lo-
comotive engine billows up 
around them ….

As far as I’ve been able 
to learn, nobody was ever 
injured or killed riding the 
elevator; but, plenty of peo-
ple must have occasionally 
thought they might be the 
first!

It wasn’t just the elevator’s 
riders who had reason to be 
dissatisfied with it. It took 
200,000 gallons of water to 
move the elevator car from 
the bottom to the top, and ev-
ery time the elevator started 
up the shaft the surrounding 
homes would lose some or all 
water pressure for the dura-
tion. This was less of an issue 
in those years before showers 
were common, but it was cer-
tainly an inconvenience on 
wash day.

In spite of these draw-
backs, the elevator got really 
popular. It was super conve-
nient, and after one got used 
to the catwalk crossing over 
the railroad tracks and the 
slow lurching ride, it wasn’t 
so bad. It was crude and a lit-
tle scary, but at least it wasn’t 
700 steps or a trip to the liv-
ery stable!

And the town was very 
proud of it. On its opening 
day, pretty much the whole 
city — population, at the 
time, 3,869 souls — came to 
queue up and take a ride.

But locals were still a bit 
leery of it until 1924, when 
the city electrified it. In retro-
spect, it seems weird that they 
didn’t convert it to electricity 
earlier; Oregon City was, for 
obvious geological reasons, 
the first town in the West to 
have grid electric power, 
clear back in 1889 when the 
elevator was little more than 
a gleam in a deamer’s eye, if 
even that.

Better late than never, 
though, as they say; and with 
new electric drive motors in 
place, the car now zoomed 
from bottom to top in just 30 
seconds — and they were far 



The Mail

&

Donate Your Car
Imagine the Di� erence You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible 
and the proceeds help provide services to 
help the blind and visually impaired.

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

a $200 restaurant 
voucher

✔ ✔ a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations

✔

Call 1-844-533-9173

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 877-557-1912 to 
schedule your free quote!

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

a look at local weather 
Thursday, October 9

Partly Cloudy. 
High 67. Low 45.

Saturday, October 11
Overcast. A 50 percent chance of precipitation. 

High 60. Low 46.

Sunday, October 12
Overcast. A 50 percent chance of precipitation. 

High 58. Low 43.

Wednesday, October 15
Partly Cloudy. 

High 65. Low 45.

Last Week’s Temperatures
						      Lo       		  High   	        Precp
Wednesday, 	 October 1 		  52		  66	       .01
Thursday,		  October 2 		  49		  67	       .0
Friday,         		 October 3 	  	 51		  70	       .0
Saturday,    		  October 4 	   	 53		  65	       .05
Sunday		  October 5 	    	 44		  73	       .03
Monday,     		  October 6 	    	 45		  80	       .0
Tuesday,   		  October 7 	    	 48		  84	       .0

A look back at last year
Fall was beginning to make its way into the area as low temperatures 
ranged from a chilly 40 to a cool 56 and the high temperatures rose 
from a breezy 69 to a warm 89. The valley took on no precipitation.

Monday, October 13
Overcast. A 60 percent chance of precipitation. 

High 60. Low 43.

Tuesday, October 14
Partly Cloudy. 

High 65. Low 44.

Friday, October 10
Overcast. A 60 percent chance of precipitation. 

High 61. Low 46.

Classified Advertisements
The Douglas County Mail 
Classified Advertisement

All Classifieds are PREPAID
Fill in your classified ad in the space below and mail it with payment 
in full to The Douglas County Mail, P.O. Box 729, Myrtle Creek, OR  
97457 or drop it by The Douglas County Mail office 325 NE First Av-
enue, Myrtle Creek, before Monday at 4 p.m. to have it included in 
Thursday’s edition. If you need additional space or want to run more 
than one advertisement please include a full copy of each ad on a 
separate piece of paper

30 WORDS OR LESS $10.00 
ALL ADDITIONAL WORDS ARE $.25 EACH  

1. _________________  2. _________________     3. _________________ 

4. _________________  5. _________________     6. _________________

7. _________________  8. _________________     9. _________________ 

10. _________________11. _________________   12. _________________  

13. _________________14. _________________   15. _________________

16. _________________17. _________________   18. _________________

19. _________________20. _________________   21. _________________      

22. _________________23. _________________   24. _________________

25. _________________26. _________________   27. _________________

28. _________________29. _________________   30. _________________      

STATEWIDE 
CLASSIFIEDS.

DIVORCE $130. Complete prepa-
ration. Includes children, custody, 
support, property and bills division. 
No court appearances. Divorced 
in 1-5 weeks possible. 503-772-
5295. www.paralegalalternatives.
com legalalt@msn.com.

:Switch and save up to $250/year 
on your talk, text and data. No con-
tract and no hidden fees. Unlimited 
talk and text with flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide coverage. 
100% U.S. based customer ser-
vice. For more information, call 
1-877-916-0803

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, 
Text and Data For Just $25/mo! 
The Power Of 3 5G Networks, One 
Low Price! 
Call Today and Get The Latest iP-
hone Every Year On Us! 844-955-
3417

FREE high speed internet for those 
that qualify. Government program 
for recipients of select programs 
incl. Medicaid, SNAP, Housing As-
sistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 
GB internet service. Bonus offer: 
Android tablet FREE with one-time 
$20 copay. Free shipping & han-
dling. Call Maxsip Telecom today! 
1-877-390-0458.

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  
Free Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 
80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus 

The bathroom of your dreams in as 
little as 1 day. Limited Time Offer - 
$1000 off or No Payments and No 
Interest for 18 months for custom-
ers who qualify. 
BCI Bath & Shower. Many options 
available. Quality materials & pro-
fessional installation. Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts Available. Call To-
day! 1-844-847-9778.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a 
new, custom bath or shower in as 
little as one day. For a limited time, 
waiving ALL installation costs! (Addi-
tional terms apply. 
Subject to change and vary by deal-
er. (Offer ends 12/29/24.) Call 
1-855-341-5268.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 855-839-0752.

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-the-line instal-
lation and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-833-395-1433.

Stroke and Cardiovascular disease 
are leading causes of death, ac-
cording to the American Heart As-
sociation. Screenings can provide 
peace of mind or early detection! 
Contact Life Line Screening to 
schedule your screening. Special 
offer - 5 screenings for just $149. 
Call 1-844-655-0972.

Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. 
Call Today! 1-866-373-9175.

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get 
your favorite live TV, sports and lo-
cal channels. 99% signal reliability! 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/mo for 
12 months. 
HBO Max and Premium Channels 
included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) No annual 
contract, no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-855-
602-2009.

IWe Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! 
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy three step process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. 

Is 2024 your year? WeÂ’re here for it 
and here for you. Reach your goals 
this year with WeightWatchers. 
Get started with THREE months 
FREE, visit www.weightwatchersof-
fer.com/39.

Prepare for power outages today 
with a GENERAC home standby 
generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request 
a FREE Quote Â– Call now before 
the next power outage: 1-877-557-
1912.

$$PAYING TOP DOLLAR$$ For 
Sports Card Collections: Baseball, 
Basketball, Football, & Pokemon. 
Premium Paid for Vintage Pre 1980. 
Referral Bonuses Available. Call 
Corey 541-838-0364.

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages 
and power your home. Full instal-
lation services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request a FREE, 
no obligation, quote today. Call 
1-844-989-2328.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter es-

timate today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-855-536-8838.

Wesley Financial Group, LLC. 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts. 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your time-
share! Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 844-487-
0221.

Call LeafGuard and say goodbye to 
gutter cleaning for good. No clean-
ing. No leaking. No water damage. 
No more ladder accidents. Get 
LeafGuard today and be protected 
for life. FREE estimate. Financing 
available. 20% off total purchase 
(Restrictions may apply.) Call 
1-844-345-1537.

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV 
and more to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle 
pickup and receive a top tax deduc-
tion! 
Call Veteran Car Donations at 
1-866-695-9265 today!

Get a break on your taxes! Donate 
your car, truck, or SUV to assist the 
blind and visually impaired. Arrange 
a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup and 
secure a generous tax credit for 
2025. 
Call Heritage for the Blind Today at 
1-844-533-9173 today!

CLASSIFIEDS WORK! 
CALL OR EMAIL 

THE MAIL TODAY TO 
PLACE YOUR AD.

A guide to churches of south Douglas County

Tri-City 
Baptist Church

Rick Smith, Pastor 863-4742
158 SE Crest Dr, Myrtle Creek

Service Times Offered
Sunday Morning.Worship     11 am
 Sunday School 	  9:30 am
Sunday Ev. Adult Service         6 pm
Wed. Adult Bible Study           10 am

Church of the Nazarene
Pastor Guy Cooksey

235 NE Rice St., 
Myrtle Creek * 541/863-3715
www.myrtlecreeknaz.com

Sunday School 9:30 am
Worship, 10:45 am & 6 pm

Bible Study, Wed. 7 pm

Tri City 
Presbyterian Church

P.O. Box 704
355 Meadow Lane, 
Tri City, 863-4363

Death Notices
William Jeff Richardson, 

68, of Tiller died September 
24. Arrangements are pending 
with Mountain View Memo-
rial Chapel of Myrtle Creek.
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 15
less dramatic seconds at that.

Still, there was that catwalk 
to navigate; it was generously 
wide, but still, that was a long 
way down, and it must have 
been at least uncomfortable to 
traverse it. Plus, by the 1950s, 
the machinery was getting 
pretty long in the tooth, and 
breakdowns were starting to 
be more frequent. Given that 
an elevator breakdown was a 
prelude to a hair-raising climb 
down a narrow ladder, people 
were starting to avoid using 
it; plus, widespread adoption 
of automobiles had given 
most of them more comfort-
able alternatives anyway.

So the city got approval 
for a replacement elevator, 
and put the project out for 
bids, specifying a plain, un-
adorned, timeless look. The 
low bid came in at $116,000; 
it was finished in time for the 
tourist season in 1955, and 

to say it wears its mid-cen-
tury-modern architecture 
proudly would be an under-
statement! Perhaps the most 
important change was, the el-
evator was built with a tunnel 
at the bottom, which runs 35 
feet under the railroad tracks. 
This enables the elevator tow-
er to be anchored securely to 
the bluff rather than swaying 
like a skyscraper 100 feet 
above the city. It’s a vastly 
more pleasant (not to mention 
safer) experience than the old 
one was.

Until the COVID-19 
outbreak, the elevator was 
staffed with an attendant; but, 
since then, it’s been self-ser-
vice. Riders walk into the 
tunnel at the end of Seventh 
Street, ride to the top, and can 
then continue east on Seventh 
Street if they want to, or stroll 
around the viewing platform 
and walk the promenade at 
the brow of the bluff. It’s real-

ly a very nice setup, and well 
worth a stop if you are ever in 
Oregon City with an hour or 
two to spare.

(Sources: “Municipal El-
evator,” an unsigned article 
published on the City of Or-
egon City’s Website at orcity.
org; “Oregon City boasts one 
of the world’s only municipal 
elevators,” an article by Rob-
in Bacior published May 20, 
2025, in Willamette Week; 
“Going to the Next Level,” an 
article by Deanna Hart pub-
lished in the June 2008 issue 
of American City and County 
Magazine.)

Finn J.D. John teaches at 
Oregon State University and 
writes about odd tidbits of Or-
egon history. His most recent 
book, Bad Ideas and Horrible 
People of Old Oregon, pub-
lished by Ouragan House last 
year. To contact him or sug-
gest a topic: finn@offbeatore-
gon.com or 541-357-2222.

THEME: WORLD SERIES
ACROSS
1. Treble, bass and alto
6. OB-GYN test
9. Hoodlum
13. *In 1921, the World 
Series was first broad-
cast on it
14. Tribute poem
15. Cursor mover
16. Same as Amir
17. Neither here ____ 
there
18. *Any member of 
the 2002 World Series 
champs
19. *World Series trophy 
presenter, Rob ____
21. *2024 World Series 
winners
23. “___ and the City”
24. German industrial 
valley
25. Gift topper
28. Kids’ building block
30. *Player with most ca-
reer World Series home 
runs
35. Good vs ____
37. Ball of yarn
39. Offspring
40. Thespian’s part
41. Shasta and Tab, e.g.
43. Singer Tori ____
44. Potato masher alter-
native
46. Fox coat, e.g.
47. Hokkaido native
48. Put on a pedestal
50. Just manages, with 
“out”
52. *2005 World Series 
MVP, Jermaine ____
53. Time unit
55. Polar toy-maker
57. *Team with most 
World Series wins
61. *2024 World Series 
MVP Freddie ____
65. Met’s offering
66. Legal grp.
68. Give the slip
69. Send, as payment
70. Toothy fish
71. Sells
72. Cupid, to the Greeks
73. Freudian topic
74. Surrealist Max
DOWN
1. Pull an all-nighter
2. Holy man
3. “Yellowstone” actress 
and Josh Brolin’s daugh-
ter
4. Feudal estates
5. Sour salad green
6. Atlantic Ocean, in a 
popular idiom
7. “Much ____ About 
Nothing”
8. Lost, in Provence
9. Chinatown gang
10. Massive
11. Addict
12. Hair styling goops
15. ____ shirts, in “The 
Outsiders”
20. *#19 Across and such
22. Unit of electrical re-
sistance
24. Mule deer’s European 
cousin (2 words)
25. *Player with most ca-
reer World Series hits, 
Yogi ____
26. Egg-shaped

27. “Will comply” in radio 
communication
29. Lump of stuff
31. *Org. that regulates 
the College World Series
32. Shy
33. Eccentric like a bird?
34. Follow
36. Sinister look
38. *Only one W.S. Game 
7 ended by ____-off 
home run
42. Ranch grazer
45. Fix leftovers
49. Anonymous John
51. Ace hiding place

54. Consumption
56. “Saturday Night 
____” movie
57. Yesteryear
58. Impersonator
59. Captain of Nautilus
60. *____ Bryant, of 2016 
World Series winning 
Cubs
61. Wild West card game
62. “Buddenbrooks” au-
thor
63. Contributes
64. Home to eggs
67. Tote, e.g.

OFFBEAT:
Continued from Page 4
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