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SOUTH UMPQUA DISPOSAL
Serving Myrtle Creek, Tri City, Riddle, Canyonville, Days Creek and Tiller

95 GALLON 
ROLL CAN

Furnished & picked up  once a week 

within city limits and rural areas 

541-863-3363

Now Offering Curbside Recycling within city limits of 
Canyonville, Myrtle Creek & Riddle as well as in most areas of Tri City

Rates for larger containers and con-
struction drop boxes can be found on 
our website at www.sudisposal.com.

$4520
per  month

plus $10 cleaning deposit

Elks golf tourney set 
MYRTLE CREEK – The annual Myrtle Creek Elks Lodge 

Scholarship Golf Tournament is set for Saturday, October 
4.The event will begin at 9 a.m. with a shotgun start. This is a 
four person scramble tournament. 

The cost of the the event is $360 per team which includes 
lunch and a cart. 

There is a shot at $10,000 for a hole in one chance along 
with prizes for par 3 hole with hole in one, a 50/50 putting 
contest, longest drive and closest to the pin. 

Make checks payable to Myrtle Creek Elks Lodge GOLF25 
and mail to P. O. Box 703, Myrtle Creek, Oregon 97457 or cal 
Rebekah Sexauer at 541-733-7330 or Ted Romas at 541-860-
2037.

Silent Disco scheduled 
MYRTLE CREEK – The Friends of the Myrtle Creek Li-

brary have once again scheduled the Silent Disco. This year’s 
event is entitled The Raveyard and is set for Saturday, October 
11, from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. with a special kid’s hour from 5 
p.m. to 7 p.m. in Millsite Park.

The cost of the event is $10 with a $10 refundable deposit. 
The kid’s hour is only $7 There are discounted passes to The 
Vault Entertainment Center ($6). There will also be fry bread, 
snacks and beverages available from bthe Myrtle Creek Elks 
Lodge and brews and snacks for adults available from Dad’s 
Garage.

Pancake breakfast set 
MYRTLE CREEK -- The Myrtle Creek Airport Support 

Group will hold its annual Pancake Breakfast and Fly-In Sat-
urday, October 4, at the airport from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m.

This year you can choose from 
Disco, 80 Vibez, Disco Techa House, 
Spooky Jams or Dance  Party. All 
proceeds benefit the Myrtle Creek 
Library Ticket sales end soon so visit 
www.fomcl.org or scan the QR code.

The menu is as usual pancake, eggs, sausage, coffee and 
juice all for just $10 cas only.

All proceeds back into the airport to assist with continued 
upgrades.

The garage door goes upTiller woman still missing 
TILLER – On Friday afternoon, 

September 26, Douglas County 
Sheriff’s deputies were notified of a 
possible missing person in the Tiller 
area. The deputies began a search 
in the early evening for 18-year-
old Kayleigh Ann Prukop. She 
is 5’6”, 135 lbs, with red hair and 
hazel eyes. She was last known to 
be wearing a gray shirt and black 
leggings. Prukop has two prosthet-
ic legs, several missing fingers, 
and a cleft palate. She speaks with 
a heavy lisp and is reported to be 
developmentally delayed, cogni-
tively operating at a pre-teen level. 
She left her residence on South 
Umpqua Road on foot at approx-
imately 2 p.m., accompanied by a 
small white dog. She was originally 
presumed to have been walking to 
a friend’s house on Crume Ranch 
Lane in Tiller.

Deputies continue their search 
on Saturday for Prukop.  Deputies 
believe it is probable that Prukop 
either met up with someone or ac-
cepted a ride; however all pos-
sibilities are being investigated. 
Residents and anyone passing 
through the area are encouraged to 

remain vigilant. If you see Prukop, 
her small white dog, or any suspi-
cious activity, please contact the 
Douglas County Sheriff’s Office 
immediately at (541) 440-4471, re-
frencing case number 25-3392.

Her current whereabouts is still 
unknown to both family and law en-
forcement. 

Law enforcement continues to 
actively search the area. Anyone 
with cameras, dashcam footage, 
or other information from the area 
is asked to come forward, as even 
small details may assist in locating 
her safely. 

Riddle woman found deceased
RIDDLE – At approximately 

5:30 p.m. on Saturday, Septem-
ber 27, 9-1-1 dispatchers were 
advised that the body of Shirley 
Hart was located near her resi-
dence. Deputies confirmed her 
death and notified her next of kin. 
The Douglas County Medical Ex-
aminer’s Office was notified and 
began investigating the death. There 
are no indications of foul play at this 
time.

Deputies and Search and Rescue 
crews began actively searching for 
90-year-old Riddle resident Shir-
ley Hart on Saturday morning. Hart 
had dementia and wandered away 
from her home in the 1300-block of 
Canyonville Riddle Road sometime 
during the previous night. She was 
considered to be at risk.

Residents in the immediate area 
of Shirley’s residence were asked 
to check any unlocked vehicles or 
outbuildings as Hart was known to 
enter those and sleep.

The Sheriff’s office personnel 

would like to thank the many volun-
teers and community members for 
their efforts in trying to locate Hart. 
The men and women of the Sheriff’s 
office extend their deepest sympa-
thies to the Hart family.

The Sheriff’s office was assisted 
by volunteers from Douglas Coun-
ty Search and Rescue, REACH Air 
Medical Services, Cow Creek Trib-
al Police Department and Myrtle 
Creek Police Department. Website launches, subscribers help still needed

MYRTLE CREEK – The Douglas 
County Mail launched its first-ever 
website October 1 but assistance is 
needed from all subscribers.

The Douglas County Mail is in 
the process of setting up subscriber 
access to the website but in order 
to accomplish this the emails of all 
subscribers are needed.

If you are a current subscriber 
please send us an email with your 
name and physical address along 
with your email address. 

Also please include a phone num-

ber so we can contact you personal-
ly if other information is needed.

If you are a subscriber but don’t 
want access to the online version of 
The Douglas County Mail please 
send us your email anyway because 
eventually all billing we become 
electronic due to the continued in-
creases in postage.

The plan is to provide the web-
site free for the first month. After 
that time it will be accessible by 
subscription only. Current subscrib-
ers will have free access to the site 

but email addresses are needed to 
be able to generate a email with a 
password. 

The Douglas County Mail still 
plans to print a paper version of the 
newspaper on a weekly basis as has 
happened for the last 123 years. The 
goal is to provide a more comprhen-
sive and up-to-date coverage of 
events throughout the area.

Please bear with us as we work 
through this new avenue of news. 

If anyone has any questions email 
us at dcmail@dcmail.info

Douglas County Mail photo by Bob Chaney, Sr.
Saturday, September 27, saw the official grand opening of the new taphouse, Dad’s Garage. The taphouse 
took over the former location of The Taphouse on Main Street. The business actually did a soft opening on 
August 2 and so far so good. (ABOVE) Owners Pitty Weed (LEFT) and Jesse Gonzalez (MIDDLE) cut the 
ribbon as Myrtle Creek~Tri City Area Chamber of Commerce President Susan Harris (RIGHT) and Chamber 
Secretary Ted Romas (Not pictured) hold up the ribbon. Dad’s Garage is also the Chamber Business of the 
Month for September. They will also host the Chamber’s Meet and Greet meeting on Thursday, October 2, 
from 3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Chamber meeting, tour set 
MYRTLE CREEK – The Myrtle Creek~Tri City Area 

Chamber of Commerce general membership meeting for Oc-
tober will be Thursday, October 2, beginning with a Meet & 
Greet at Dad’s Garage from 3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m., which will 
include complimentary light snacks and a coupon for one bev-
erage (beer, wine, soda, bottled water). From 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
there will be an Open House and tour of the new Myrtle Creek 
Visitors Center and from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. the membership 
meeting.

There is also a scheduled vote on a change to the Chamber’s 
bylaws for that meeting. All members are encouraged to attend 
and exercise their right as a paid member. Guests are welcome 
to attend as well.
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Douglas County Mail photos by Bob Chaney, Sr.
Both the Riddle Irish football and the South Umpqua boys soccer teams had a good week 
as they respectfully stayed undefeated. Riddle beat Country Christian 28-26 while South 
umpqua defeated Sutherlin 3-0. (TOP LEFT) Riddle’s Kane Terry (#2) makes a nice tackle 
on a Cougar ball carrier. (TOP RIGHT) South Umpqua’s Hunter Hudgeon (#2) takes the 
ball around the Sutherlin defender. (MIDDLE LEFT) Riddle’s Jonathan Harp (#12) reaches 
out toward the goal line for a score. (UPPER MIDDLE RIGHT) Lancer defender Trace Es-
terbrook (#4) zeros in on the Sutherlin player. (LOWER MIDDLE RIGHT) A Country Chris-
tian defender takes a flying leap to try and bring down Riddle running back Isaiah Ibrahim 
(#5). (BOTTOM LEFT) Riddle’s Cole Canty (#0) drags a Country Christian defender along 
for the ride as he bust through the line. (BOTTOM RIGHT) Riddle defender Nick McKinney 
(#42) shoves the Cougar ball carrier out of bounds to prevent a big gain.
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SU extends 
unbeaten string

TRI CITY – The South 
Umpqua Soccer team is on a 
roll to start the 2025 season. 
The Lancers are still unbeat-
en after seven matches as they 
took down Sutherlin 3-0 on 
Thursday afternoon improv-
ing their record to 6-0-1.

Sophomore Ray Alcaraz 
led the South Umpqua of-
fense with two goals and as-
sisted on the third which was 
scored by Braxton Hamilton.

Though fall is here fire season isn’t over 
SALEM – The Oregon De-

partment of Forestry (ODF) 
wants to remind Oregonians 
that even with the weather 
starting to transition to fall, 
fire is still on the landscape 
and fire regulations are still in 
effect. The department wants 
to warn the public against 
complacency since a season 
ending rain event has not 
happened yet and east winds, 
known to elevate fire risk, are 
a common occurrence this 
time of year.

“With the temperature 
changes, it’s easy to think that 
fires are lessening or that fire 
season is over. However, we 
are still seeing new fire starts 
daily throughout the state 
and fire regulations remain in 
place,” said Michael Curran, 
ODF Fire Protection Division 
Chief.

Even with lower tempera-
tures and intermittent rain, 

fuels remain very dry with 
the potential for a fire to start 
and grow. Thus far in the sea-
son, there have been 1,091 
fires on ODF-protected lands 
– 671 of which have been hu-
man-caused. By taking a few 
extra steps, you can help pre-
vent the next wildfire in Or-
egon.

Wildfire prevention means:
Debris burning remains 

the number one cause of hu-
man-caused fires in Oregon 
and is prohibited during fire 
season. Cover your pile and 
wait until fire season is de-
clared over before burning. 
A dry, covered pile is cleaner 
and safer to burn in the late 
fall and winter.

Check local restrictions be-
fore lighting a camp or warm-
ing fire to see if it is allowed.

Never leave your campfire 
or warming fire unattended.

Make sure your campfire or 

warming fire is OUT COLD. 
That means drowning it with 
water, stirring the ashes, and 
repeating that process until it 
is cold to touch. If there is any 
heat coming off the embers, 
then it can reignite later.

Don’t park your car over 
dried grass, and make sure 
your vehicle or ATV is regu-
larly serviced. More than 100 
fires have resulted from vehi-
cle use in 2025.

Make sure your tow chains 
are not dragging. The metal 
hitting asphalt while driving 
can throw sparks into dry 
grass on the side of the road.

Several ODF districts have 
updated their fire danger lev-
els recently; however most 
of the state remains between 
moderate and high fire dan-
ger. Visit  Oregon.gov/odf  to 
find local fire restrictions 
and  keeporegongreen.org  for 
more wildfire prevention tips.

Public Use Restriction Levels decrease 
ROSEBURG --- As of 

Monday, September 29, Pub-
lic Use Restriction Levels 
changed to  LOW  for all pri-
vate, county, state, and Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs lands 
within the Douglas District. 

This change imposes cer-
tain fire restrictions on the 
public to help prevent wild-
fires. 

The IFPL (Industrial Fire 
Precaution Level) levels will 
decrease to  LEVEL 1  with-
in the Douglas Forest Pro-
tection District, in regulated 
use area(s), and all forest-
land within one-eighth mile, 
including lands within the 
Roseburg District BLM.

IFPL (Industrial Fire Pre-
caution Level) levels within 
the Douglas Forest Protection 
District will change to  IFPL 
LEVEL 1, in regulated use 
area (s) DG-1, DG-2, UA-1, 
UA-2, and all forestland with-
in one-eighth mile thereof.  

What does this change 
mean to the public?

Non-industrial power saw 

usage, cutting, grinding, or 
welding of metal, cutting, 
trimming, or mowing of dried, 
cured grass, and power-driven 
machinery for non-industrial 
improvement or development 
on private property is allowed 
ALL DAY.

Off-Road Driving Allowed 
with Landowner Permission 
for Motor Vehicles, including 
motorcycles and all-terrain 
vehicles, are only allowed on 
improved roads free of flam-
mable vegetation, except for 
cultivating and harvesting ag-
ricultural crops. 

In addition, each pas-
senger vehicle traveling on 
forestlands, except on state 
highways, county roads, and 
driveways, must have an axe, 
a shovel, and one gallon of 
water or a 2 ½ pound or larger 

ABC fire extinguisher. ATVs 
must have a 2 ½ pound or 
larger ABC fire extinguisher.

What restrictions does 
IFPL1, Industrial Fire Pre-
caution Level 1, place on in-
dustries?

Under Industrial Fire Pre-
caution Level 1, the use of fire 
or power-driven machinery in 
any operation area is unlaw-
ful unless such use is in com-
pliance with the following:

All applicable fire preven-
tion requirements of ORS 
Chapter 477 and OAR Chap-
ter 629 Divisions 41 to 43.

Debris Burning- including 
debris piles and burn barrels, 
remains PROHIBITED at all 
times.

For more information, vis-
it www.dfpa.net or call the of-
fice at (541) 672-6507.

Football
SEPTEMBER 26

North Valley 6
South Umpqua 3

Elkton 46
Days Creek 7

Prairie City 28
Glendale 18

SEPTEMBER 27
Riddle 28
Country Christian 26

Volleyball
SEPTEMBER 23

Glendale 3
Camas Valley 0

South Umpqua 3
Glide 0

SEPTEMBER 24
Powers 3
Days Creek 0

SEPTEMBER 25
Elkton 3
Riddle 0

Powers 3
Glendale 1

Sutherlin 3
South Umpqua 1

Camas Valley 3
Days Creek 2

SEPTEMBER 27
Crosspoint Christian 3
Days Creek 0

North Lake 2
Glendale 0

Glendale 2
Chiloquin 0
Glendale 2
Glide 1

Boys Soccer
SEPTEMBER 25

South Umpqua 3
Sutherlin 0

Girls Soccer
SEPTEMBER 23

Lost River 8
South Umpqua 0

SEPTEMBER 25
North Valley 6
South Umpqua 0

Football
Friday, October 3

Riddle at Prospect, 7 p.m.
Glendale at Camas Valley, 7 p.m.
South Umpqua at Siuslaw, 7 p.m.

Saturday, October 4
Days Creek at North Lake, 2 p.m.

Volleyball
Thursday, October 2

Douglas at South Umpqua, 6 p.m.
New Hope Christian at Riddle, 6 p.m.
Days Creek at North Douglas, 6 p.m.

Glendale at Yoncalla, 6 p.m.
Friday, October 3

Riddle at Prospect, 4:30 p.m.
Saturday, October 4

South Umpqua vs. Phoenix, at South Umpqua 
Tournament, TBD

Days Creek vs. TBD, at South Umpqua 
Tournament, TBD

Tuesday, October 7
Riddle at Powers, 6 p.m.

Days Creek at New Hope Christian, 6 p.m.
Glendale at North Douglas, 6 p.m.
Coquille at South Umpqua, 6 p.m.

Boys Soccer
Thursday, October 2

South Umpqua at Umpqua Valley Christian, 
4:30 p.m.

Tuesday, October 7
Coquille at South Umpqua, 4:30 p.m.

Girls Soccer
Thursday, October 2

South Umpqua at St. Mary’s, 4 p.m.
Monday, October 6

Marshfield at South Umpqua, 4 p.m.

Cross Country
Thursday, October 2

Days Creek at Stayton Regis Invitational, TBD
Saturday, October 4

South Umpqua, Glendale at Stan Goodell 
Invitational, Hidden Valley, 11 a.m.

Riddle squeaks past Country Christian
RIDDLE – The Riddle 

football squad kept fans on 
the edge of their seats Satur-
day afternoon as they rallied 
in the second half to squeak 
out a 28-26 victory over 
Country Christian.

The victory kept the Irish’s 
unbeaten streak in tact as they 
moved to 3-0 on the young 
season.

The first quarter looked 
pretty bleak for Riddle as they 
fell behind the visiting Cou-
gars 12-0.

The Irish opened up the 
second quarter with a touch-

down run by Jonathan Harp 
on the first play from scrim-
mage. Following a successful 
conversion the Irish trailed by 
only four points, 12-8.

Not to be outdone Country 
Christian drove back down 
the field and added another 
score before halftime to take 
a 20-8 lead.

Neither team’s offense 
could get on track in the third 
quarter but as the final period 
started so did Riddle.

Harp scored his second 
touchdown of the game on a 
20 yard run but the conver-

sion attempt failed and Riddle 
trailed by six 20-14.

minutes later it was Isaiah 
Ibrahim’s turn to find pay dirt 
as he ran around the left side 
of the formation and scam-
pered 60 yards down the side-
line to tie the game at 20-20. 
The conversion failed.

As the quarter began to 
wind down Riddle had the 
ball on their own 43 yard line 
when quarterback Layton 
Rainwater handed the ball off 
to Ibrahim who once again hit 
the sideline this time racing 
57 yards to the end zone.

Rainwater ran the ball in 
for the two point conversion 
on a keeper and the Irish were 
on top for the first time on the 
afternoon, 28-20.

Following a four and 
out (turnover on downs) by 
Country Christian Riddle 
began to work on the clock 
trying to run it out but had to 
give the ball back to the Cou-
gars with under a minute left 
in the game.

Country Christian prompt-
ly took it the length of the field 
and put it in the end zone on a 
22 yard pitch and catch to set 
up a potential game-tying two 
point conversion attempt with 
no time left.

The attempt was a run but 
the Riddle defense held them 
out of the end zone to end the 
game and secure the 28-26 
victory.

This marked the third time 
in as many games that Ibra-
him has rushed for over 150 
yards.

Riddles 3-0 start to the sea-
son is the best start they have 
had in over a quarter of a cen-
tury, 1998 to be exact. That 
year the Irish won their first 
four games but injuries cost 
them the rest of the season 
and they finished 4-5.
South Umpqua 
suffers first loss

NORTH VALLEY -- The 
South umpqua football team 
took it on the chin Friday 
night, September 26, as they 
suffered their first loss of the 
season 6-3 at the hands of 
North Valley.

The Lancers led early on 
3-0 on a 30 yard field goal by 
Cooper Howard in the first 
quarter.

They held that lead through 
the second quarter and into 
the third before the Knights 
found paydirt to take a6-3 ad-
vantage which ended up be-
ing the final score.

The Knights outgained the 
Lancers 365 to 149 but the 
Lancer defense didn’t break.

South Umpqua’s defense 
was led by several individu-
als. Adam Whetzel had eight 
tackles as did Korbin Lussi-
er. Whetzel also had a pick. 
Both Crew Donner and Bob-
by Jense had six tackles and 
Skyler moss added five tack-
les and a interception.

On offense quarterback 
Michae Fischer was 10-of-16 
for 53 yards.

Donner had 16 carries for 
54 yards.

Lussier caught four passes 
for 21 yards.

Jayden Kaae added 34 
yards on the ground.
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A tale of two heroes of two different Civil Wars
By Finn J.D. John

On July 28, 1915, one of 
the heroes of the American 
Civil War was laid to rest in a 
grave in Crystal Lake Ceme-
tery in Corvallis.

The life story of U.S. Army 
General Thomas Thorp had 
been a remarkable one. But 
nothing it contained was too 
much more remarkable than 
the story of that funeral ser-
vice. Presiding over it was 
one of Thorp’s best friends, 
a Methodist minister and fel-
low Civil War veteran named 
John Richard Newton Bell — 
J.R.N., as he was called by 
nearly everyone.

Bell was a Confederate vet-
eran — a Virginian by birth. 
When Thorp had arrived in 
Corvallis 15 years before, he 
and Bell had quickly found 
each other — the Civil War 
veterans of both sides formed 
a sort of informal brotherhood 
in every community at that 
time. So, of course, Thorp 
and Bell started reminiscing 
about battles they’d been in-
volved in, cross-referencing 
their memories to see if they 
might have been in the same 
fights.

They quickly realized that, 
in fact, they had. In a pitched 
battle late in the war, the reg-
iment Thorp commanded — 
the 1st New York Dragoons 
— had actually captured Bell 
and hauled him off to a pris-
oner-of-war camp.

The two of them had nev-
er actually met in person on 
the battlefield — it would 
have been a bit odd for that 
to have happened, given that 
Bell was a private soldier 
and Thorp was a full-bird 
colonel in charge of the reg-
iment that had captured him. 
But both men considered it a 
marvelous coincidence, and it 
became the basis for a great 
friendship.

The Civil War hero: Blue 
vs. Gray

The first half of Thomas 
Thorp’s life was utterly dom-
inated by the U.S. Army. But, 
although both his grandfa-
thers had fought in the Rev-
olutionary War, he clearly 
wasn’t envisioning a military 
career for himself until the re-
bellion broke out.

When it did, he was close 
to graduation from Union 
College in Schenectady. 
Leaving his classes behind, 
he raced to join the Army. He 
was appointed a captain in a 
regiment of volunteer infan-
try, and finished up his college 
work in the field; his degree 
was conferred on him while 
he was with his regiment.

He also was married be-
fore his regiment; in 1862, 
while recovering from a bat-
tle wound, he met Mandana 
Major, the daughter of anoth-
er officer. Both of them were 
part of a group of recruiters 
barnstorming New York try-
ing to enlist volunteers for 
the war. When Thomas and 
Mandana were married, it 
was before the full regiment, 
and they exited the ceremony 
beneath an arch of crossed sa-
bers.

The two of them then 
plunged into action — he 
fighting with his regiment, 
and she helping in an auxil-
iary role; she insisted on ac-
companying him in the field. 
Thorp was captured in the 
battle of Trevelyan Station, 
but in the POW camp he made 
such fiery patriotic speeches 
that the rebels decided he was 
a security threat, and trans-
ferred him to a POW camp 
in Charleston; while en route, 
his guards fell asleep, so he 
leaped off the speeding train 
into the blackness without. 
Landing by sheer good for-

tune without being injured or 
killed, he then traveled back 
through hundreds of miles of 
enemy territory to rejoin his 
regiment. 

At the end of the war, 
Thorp was promoted to the 
rank of Brigadier General by 
brevet (which means, essen-
tially, that his title got a pro-
motion but his paycheck did 
not; he remained a colonel in 
all but name).

After the war, the Thorps 
headed west. They farmed and 
ranched in Michigan and Ari-
zona before coming to New-
berg in the early 1890s when 
their two children enrolled in 
Pacific College (now George 
Fox University). By the turn 
of the century, they’d settled 
in Corvallis, where Thorp met 
the former enemy who was to 
become his great friend: The 
Reverend Dr. J.R.N. Bell.

The Civil War hero: Bea-
vers vs. Ducks

J.R.N. Bell was just 16 
when the Civil War broke out, 
but he was already a college 
student — studying theolo-
gy at Wytheville College in 
Virginia. When the shooting 
started, he, like Thorp, rallied 

to his local flag; but unlike 
Thorp, he entered the service 
as a plain Confederate pri-
vate.

Bell saw plenty of action; 
he took a bayonet through the 
shoulder in a Union charge 
at Cold Harbor, and fought 
in 32 battles. By the time 
he was captured by Thorp’s 
regiment, he was a seasoned 
veteran. Even so, Thorp may 
have saved his life on that 
battlefield: of the original 86 
members of his company, 
only himself and three other 
men survived the war alive 
and physically intact.

After the war, Bell took a 
job teaching school to raise 
tuition money to finish his 
degree; while there, he met 
and married his wife, fellow 
teacher Margaret Kirk. Once 
he’d graduated, he was or-
dained a Methodist minister 
and, after a brief assignment 
in Arkansas, found himself 
embarking on what would be 
a 50-year career in Oregon 
— starting with the Southern 
Methodist Church in Ashland.

Bell finally settled in Cor-
vallis in 1907, but he was no 
stranger to the town. He was, 

by then, the most well-known 
pastor of any denomination in 
Oregon. He’d led Methodist 
and Presbyterian congrega-
tions in Baker City, Indepen-
dence and Roseburg, as well 
as at least one previous stint 
in Corvallis. He’d delivered 
guest sermons at hundreds of 
churches of various denomi-
nations. He’d also earned the 
informal title of “the marrying 
parson” — he’d presided over 
more than 1,000 marriages 
and had become a family tra-
dition for many families; the 
sons and daughters of couples 
he’d married would seek him 
out when it was time for them 
to get married in turn. He also 
had held the office of Grand 
Chaplain of the Masons for 
longer than anyone else in 
history.

And he’d made a name 
for himself in a new kind of 
Civil War: the one between 
the rival football teams of 
Oregon Agricultural College 
(now Oregon State Universi-
ty) and the University of Or-
egon. Bell joined the board 
of trustees of OAC in 1874 
— six years after the college 
was founded, and the same 

year the rival U. of O. was 
established. He became one 
of the founders of the athlet-
ic program at OAC, and was 
an enthusiastic spectator at 
the very first Civil War foot-
ball game in 1894 — a game 
from which would spring the 
oldest college football rivalry 
on the West Coast. Following 
the 16-0 victory for OAC, 
Bell got a little carried away; 
he rushed down the hill to 
the bank of the Marys River 
and threw his top hat into the 
drink.

After that, every year the 
Beavers beat the Ducks, Bell 
would re-enact this historic 
hat-dunking. This became 
one of Corvallis’ biggest so-
cial events; thousands of fel-
low Beavers fans would make 
the journey with him to the 
water’s edge and cheer the 
hat on its slow, watery way 
toward the Willamette. Fortu-
nately for Bell’s finances, the 
Beavers didn’t win very often 
at first; after that first year, 
they won just four games in 
the following 30 years (al-

though they tied eight).
In 1921, the college named 

its football stadium after Bell, 
and from then until 1953, the 
Beavers played in Bell Field. 

J.R.N. Bell died in 1928, 
right at the end of the Beavers’ 
first streak of back-to-back 
Civil War wins (1925-1927). 
He was buried in Crystal Lake 
Cemetery, near his old friend 
and former wartime enemy 
Thorp, and almost within a 
hat’s toss of the Marys River.

 (Sources: Fletcher, Randol 
B. Hidden History of Civil 
War Oregon. Charleston: His-
tory Press, 2011; Corvallis 
Gazette-Times, 27 July 1915)

Finn J.D. John teaches at 
Oregon State University and 
writes about odd tidbits of Or-
egon history. His most recent 
book, Bad Ideas and Horrible 
People of Old Oregon, pub-
lished by Ouragan House last 
year. 

To contact him or suggest 
a topic:  finn@offbeatore-
gon.com  or 541-357-2222.
beatoregon.com or 541-357-
2222. 

Douglas County Mail Courtesy photo/OSU Archives
The very elderly Dr. J.R.N. Bell at the hat-tossing ceremony by the Marys River in Corval-
lis in 1925, three years before his death.

Douglas County Mail Courtesy photo/OSU Archives
The Reverend Dr. John Richard Newton Bell as he appeared in 1910.
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Public Notices
NOTICE OF BOARD 

MEETING
The Canyonville – South Umpqua 
Fire District Board of Directors will 
hold its regular board meeting on 
Wednesday, October 8, 2025, at 7 
p.m. in the meeting room at 400 N 
Main St, Canyonville, Oregon.

Published Thursday, October 2, 
2025, in The Douglas County Mail.

a look at local weather 
Thursday, October 2

Partly Cloudy. 
High 68. Low 50.

Saturday, October 4
Partly Cloudy. 

High 70. Low 47.

Sunday, October 5
Partly Cloudy. 

High 73. Low 43.

Wednesday, October 8
Partly Cloudy. 

High 77. Low 47.

Last Week’s Temperatures
						      Lo       		  High   	        Precp
Wednesday, 	 September 24	 54		  91	       .0
Thursday,		  September 25	 48		  83	       .0
Friday,         		 September 26 	 48		  79	       .0
Saturday,    		  September 27  	 50		  86	       .0
Sunday		  September 28   	 58		  76	       .0
Monday,     		  September 29   	 49		  64	       .0
Tuesday,   		  September 30   	 54		  67	       .08

A look back at last year
Summer gave way to Fall as low temperatures ranged from a chilly 
41 to a cool 53 and the high temperatures rose from a breezy 70 to 
a warm 86. The valley took on .01 inches of precipitation.

Monday, October 6
Partly Cloudy. 

High 79. Low 47.

Tuesday, October 7
Partly Cloudy. 

High 81. Low 49.

Friday, October 3
Partly Cloudy. 

High 70. Low 52.

Classified Advertisements
The Douglas County Mail 
Classified Advertisement

All Classifieds are PREPAID
Fill in your classified ad in the space below and mail it with payment 
in full to The Douglas County Mail, P.O. Box 729, Myrtle Creek, OR  
97457 or drop it by The Douglas County Mail office 325 NE First Av-
enue, Myrtle Creek, before Monday at 4 p.m. to have it included in 
Thursday’s edition. If you need additional space or want to run more 
than one advertisement please include a full copy of each ad on a 
separate piece of paper

30 WORDS OR LESS $10.00 
ALL ADDITIONAL WORDS ARE $.25 EACH  

1. _________________  2. _________________     3. _________________ 

4. _________________  5. _________________     6. _________________

7. _________________  8. _________________     9. _________________ 

10. _________________11. _________________   12. _________________  

13. _________________14. _________________   15. _________________

16. _________________17. _________________   18. _________________

19. _________________20. _________________   21. _________________      

22. _________________23. _________________   24. _________________

25. _________________26. _________________   27. _________________

28. _________________29. _________________   30. _________________      

STATEWIDE 
CLASSIFIEDS.

DIVORCE $130. Complete prepa-
ration. Includes children, custody, 
support, property and bills division. 
No court appearances. Divorced 
in 1-5 weeks possible. 503-772-
5295. www.paralegalalternatives.
com legalalt@msn.com.

:Switch and save up to $250/year 
on your talk, text and data. No con-
tract and no hidden fees. Unlimited 
talk and text with flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide coverage. 
100% U.S. based customer ser-
vice. For more information, call 
1-877-916-0803

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, 
Text and Data For Just $25/mo! 
The Power Of 3 5G Networks, One 
Low Price! 
Call Today and Get The Latest iP-
hone Every Year On Us! 844-955-
3417

FREE high speed internet for those 
that qualify. Government program 
for recipients of select programs 
incl. Medicaid, SNAP, Housing As-
sistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 
GB internet service. Bonus offer: 
Android tablet FREE with one-time 
$20 copay. Free shipping & han-
dling. Call Maxsip Telecom today! 
1-877-390-0458.

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  
Free Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 
80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus 
Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. 
Call Today! 1-866-373-9175.

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get 
your favorite live TV, sports and lo-
cal channels. 99% signal reliability! 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/mo for 
12 months. 

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a 
new, custom bath or shower in as 
little as one day. For a limited time, 
waiving ALL installation costs! (Addi-
tional terms apply. 
Subject to change and vary by deal-
er. (Offer ends 12/29/24.) Call 
1-855-341-5268.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 855-839-0752.

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-the-line instal-
lation and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-833-395-1433.

Stroke and Cardiovascular disease 

are leading causes of death, ac-
cording to the American Heart As-
sociation. Screenings can provide 
peace of mind or early detection! 
Contact Life Line Screening to 
schedule your screening. Special 
offer - 5 screenings for just $149. 
Call 1-844-655-0972.

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV 
and more to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle 
pickup and receive a top tax deduc-
tion! 
Call Veteran Car Donations at 
1-866-695-9265 today!

Get a break on your taxes! Donate 
your car, truck, or SUV to assist the 
blind and visually impaired. Arrange 
a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup and 

HBO Max and Premium Channels 
included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) No annual 
contract, no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-855-
602-2009.

IWe Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! 
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy three step process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. 

Is 2024 your year? WeÂ’re here for it 
and here for you. Reach your goals 
this year with WeightWatchers. 
Get started with THREE months 
FREE, visit www.weightwatchersof-
fer.com/39.

Prepare for power outages today 
with a GENERAC home standby 
generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request 
a FREE Quote Â– Call now before 
the next power outage: 1-877-557-
1912.

$$PAYING TOP DOLLAR$$ For 
Sports Card Collections: Baseball, 
Basketball, Football, & Pokemon. 
Premium Paid for Vintage Pre 1980. 
Referral Bonuses Available. Call 
Corey 541-838-0364.

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages 
and power your home. Full instal-
lation services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request a FREE, 
no obligation, quote today. Call 
1-844-989-2328.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter es-
timate today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-855-536-8838.

Wesley Financial Group, LLC. 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts. 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free informational package and 

learn how to get rid of your time-
share! Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 844-487-
0221.

Call LeafGuard and say goodbye to 
gutter cleaning for good. No clean-
ing. No leaking. No water damage. 
No more ladder accidents. Get 
LeafGuard today and be protected 
for life. FREE estimate. Financing 
available. 20% off total purchase 
(Restrictions may apply.) Call 
1-844-345-1537.

The bathroom of your dreams in as 
little as 1 day. Limited Time Offer - 
$1000 off or No Payments and No 
Interest for 18 months for custom-
ers who qualify. 
BCI Bath & Shower. Many options 
available. Quality materials & pro-
fessional installation. Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts Available. Call To-
day! 1-844-847-9778.

secure a generous tax credit for 
2025. 
Call Heritage for the Blind Today at 
1-844-533-9173 today!

&

Donate Your Car
Imagine the Di� erence You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible 
and the proceeds help provide services to 
help the blind and visually impaired.

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

a $200 restaurant 
voucher

✔ ✔ a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations

✔

Call 1-844-533-9173

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 877-557-1912 to 
schedule your free quote!

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

An Invitation To Worship

A guide to churches of south Douglas County

Tri-City 
Baptist Church

Rick Smith, Pastor 863-4742
158 SE Crest Dr, Myrtle Creek

Service Times Offered
Sunday Morning.Worship     11 am
 Sunday School 	  9:30 am
Sunday Ev. Adult Service         6 pm
Wed. Adult Bible Study           10 am

Church of the Nazarene
Pastor Guy Cooksey

235 NE Rice St., 
Myrtle Creek * 541/863-3715
www.myrtlecreeknaz.com

Sunday School 9:30 am
Worship, 10:45 am & 6 pm

Bible Study, Wed. 7 pm

Tri City 
Presbyterian Church

P.O. Box 704
355 Meadow Lane, 
Tri City, 863-4363

CLASSIFIEDS WORK! 
CALL OR EMAIL 

THE MAIL TODAY TO 
PLACE YOUR AD.



Page 6	  Thursday, October 02, 2025



THURSDAY, OCTOBER 2 FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3
Thursday, October 02, 2025 	 Page 7The Mail



Page 8	  Thursday, October 02, 2025The Mail

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5



Thursday, October 02, 2025 	 Page 9The Mail

MONDAY, OCTOBER 6 TUESDAY, OCTOBER 7



Page 10	  Thursday, October 02, 2025The Mail

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 8

THEME: KIDS’ BOOKS
ACROSS
1. *The Big Bad Wolf: “I’ll 
____ your house down”
5. Edgar Rice Burroughs’ 
Kerchak or Kala
8. Cosine’s buddy
12. Target of grand theft
13. Influencer’s journal
14. Food-grinding tooth
15. Bear’s hang-out
16. Like a maxi skirt
17. Get up
18. *Robert McCloskey’s 
“Make Way for ____”
20. March Madness org.
21. Expenditure, in the 
olden days
22. *”Four and twenty 
blackbirds baked in a 
____”
23. Turn pale
26. Lachrymatory agent 
(2 words)
30. Swimmer’s distance
31. Rinse and ____
34. Consequently
35. Join forces
37. Bruin legend Bobby
38. Jury duty event
39. Per person
40. Hockey player, e.g.
42. Approximated land-
ing time
43. What naughty chil-
dren do
45. Fortification made of 
wagons
47. Preceding month
48. Unnecessary embel-
lishment
50. Customs document
52. *He had a terrible, 
horrible, no good, very 
bad day
56. Popular pie nut
57. Not final
58. Just a little
59. Choice dish
60. ____-do-well
61. Sudden and brilliant 
success
62. Doofus
63. Is, in France
64. Fail to mention
DOWN
1. Like a certain eagle
2. Oahu shindig
3. Related to ear
4. Exert persuasive pow-
ers (2 words)
5. Jennifer Aniston’s 
movie “____ Came Polly”
6. *Canine father in Dodie 
Smith’s “The Hundred 
and One Dalmatians”
7. *Dr. Seuss: “I do not 
like green ____ and ham”
8. *Philosopher in Ameri-
can edition of “Harry Pot-
ter and the Philosopher’s 
Stone”
9. Hipbone
10. U.S. space agency, 
acr.
11. *”I heard him ex-
claim, ____ he drove out 
of sight, Merry Christ-
mas...”
13. Not serious
14. Bipolar disorder 
phase
19. Filthy cabbage
22. Favorite student
23. Protected steel from 
rust with coating
24. Hawaiian veranda
25. Long stories
26. *The Queen of Hearts 

baked more than one of 
these
27. “In the Hall of the 
Mountain King” compos-
er Edvard ____
28. Popular gemstone
29. Type of renewable en-
ergy
32. *Janette Sebring 
Lowrey’s “The ____ Little 
Puppy”
33. Pitcher’s stat
36. *”One ____ and One 
Nights”
38. ____-____-la refrain
40. Group of exercise 
reps

41. a.k.a. philosopher’s 
stone
44. Flavorless
46. Aluminum+nick-
el+cobalt, magnetic alloy
48. What time does
49. Button on electrical 
outlet
50. Bride’s cover
51. International Civil 
Aviation Organization
52. *Green Gables resi-
dent ____ Shirley
53. Gloom’s partner
54. Evening purse
55. Wholly engrossed
56. Pipe material, acr.

Umpqua National Forest removes 
Public Use Restrictions

ROSEBURG — Due to re-
cent rainfall and cooler tem-
peratures, the Umpqua Na-
tional Forest  removed Public 
Use Restrictions (PURs) on 
Friday, Sept. 26. Fire danger 
was lower to “moderate.” 
Industrial Fire Precaution 
Level (IFPL)  moved to lev-
el 1, as of  Monday, Sept. 29.  
Removing PURs across the 
forest means that there are no 
longer restrictions on camp-
fires, stoves, smoking, gen-
erators, motorized vehicles, 
or firewood cutting.  Even 
with the reduced fire risk, 
it is still important to never 
leave a campfire unattended 
and completely extinguish 
it, so it is cold to the touch. 
Industrial Fire Precaution 

Level 1 means that all fire 
precaution requirements are 
in effect, and a fire watch is 
required.

These reductions in fire 
restrictions come from rain-
fall and extended weather 
forecast patterns which are 
contributing to moderating 
fire conditions. However, the 

Forest does urge recreators to 
remain vigilant as fire risks 
can still arise. Fire prevention 
is a shared responsibility, and 
everyone has a role to play in 
preventing wildfires. Please 
be careful when recreating 
and continue to use safe fire 
practices into the fall and 
winter months.

Planning that Winter 
or Spring Wedding?

Need an official, music, or 
photography?

Call 541-817 2018 for an estimate

Moments and Memories
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Business & Service 
Directory

Automotive Care and Repair

Doughnut Shop Advertising Newspapers

Would you like 
to advertise your 

business here for as 
little as $13 per week?

Call 541-863-5233 or e-mail 
dcmail@dcmail.info to find 

out how

325 NE FIRST AVE.
MYRTLE CREEK, OR

Hair Styling

Electronics and Sound

Subscribe
Today

The Douglas County Mail
$30 per year!

Call 
(541) 863-5233

to start your 
subscription

(Senior discounts available)

Business & Service 
Directory

NEED A QUOTE OR WANT 
PROFESSIONAL SOUND SERVICES 

CALL 541-580-4025

Music

New FEMA regulations could cost millions 
SALEM – FEMA is pro-

posing major new require-
ments for communities that 
want to remain in the Nation-
al Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP). Under this new plan 
for Oregon, FEMA would 
change the NFIP to focus on 
protecting floodplain habitat 
for fish, rather than insuring 
properties from flood and 
mitigating risks to life and 
property.   The new require-
ments would apply to all 
NFIP mapped areas within 
the highlighted areas of the 
state – affecting 31 counties 
and more than 100 cities and 
towns. If a community refuses 
to adopt these new standards, 
FEMA can kick them out of 
the NFIP, making all residents 
ineligible for federal flood in-
surance and disaster aid. 

Here are some of the pro-
posed new rules and their po-
tential impacts:

A typical new single-fam-
ily house could require a sec-
ond piece of land to be kept 
undeveloped as “mitigation.”

The cost of construction 
for homes and new commer-
cial development could in-
crease by nearly 30 percent. 
The cost of your new home 
could go up more than $7500 
a year in mortgage/interest to 
pay for complying with the 
new requirements.

Remodeling or expanding 
existing developed commer-
cial and industrial land could 

require a different or more ex-
pensive design.

If a farmer wants to build 
a new agricultural building in 
the floodplain, the cost could 
increase by about 12 per cent.

For port projects subject 
to the new standards, the 
land required to be set aside 
for mitigation would be sub-
stantial with corresponding 
increases in project cost, add-
ing hundreds of thousands of 
dollars to project costs.

Counties and cities in Or-
egon would need to make 
changes to existing ordinanc-
es. To do this, the counties 
and cities may have to hire 
additional help at a cost of 
about $60,000 to more than 
$1 million, depending on the 
size of the jurisdiction.

233 Oregon communities 
that participate in the Nation-
al Flood Insurance Program 
would have to pay $100,000 
to $200,000 to achieve initial 
adoption and implementation. 
The total cost could be $23 
million to $47 million for the 
full Oregon plan area.

According to Oregonians 
for Fllodplain Protection, in 
short, these stringent new 
rules would significantly bur-
den not only new business 
and home development, but 
also existing homeowners 
and businesses by making 
small additions, sheds, or 
driveways into major mitiga-
tion projects. A remodel or re-

pair of your house from storm 
damage now will become too 
costly to repair, even under 
NFIP coverage—which in-
sufficiently covers the cost of 
compliance with these new 
regulations.

FEMA is currently ac-
cepting public comments on 
their Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement which is 
the next step in making these 
new rules permanent. FEMA 
has presented three alterna-
tives.    Alternative 1  would 
allow the NFIP to continue 
to operate in Oregon without 
costly changes.   Alternatives 
2 and 3  require costly miti-
gation of all development in 
floodplains.  FEMA wants to 
hear from the public and in-
terested parties about which 
alternative they should select 
and why.

Oregonians for Floodplain 
Protection is urging people 
to tell FEMA to adopt Alter-
native 1. Oregon has existing 
rules to protect endangered 
species, and FEMA is using 
nearly 10-year-old data to 
make these rules. FEMA’s 
public meetings held so far 
have had less than 100 people 
participating, and the general 
public does not know about 
these new rules. The last pub-
lic meeting is September 30th 
from 6-8 pm via Zoom.

More information is avail-
able on their website, https://
floodplainprotection.org.

Market Steer seminar set 
ROSEBURG – Douglas 

County 4-H and the Doug-
las County Farmers Co-Op 
are excited to offer a Market 
Steer Project Starting and 
Feed Planning Seminar Tues-
day, November 12, at 6 p.m. 
at the Douglas County Exten-
sion office. 

Youth and families will 
gain practical knowledge to 
get their steer projects off to 
a strong start and develop ef-
fective feeding strategies for 

success.
 Set Your Steer Proj-

ect Up for Success!  
Join them for an informative 
session covering essential 
tips on selecting, starting, and 
feeding your market steer to 
maximize growth, health, and 
project outcomes.

All 4-H and FFA youth 
and families involved in 
market steer projects are 
encouraged to attend. 
Guidance on steer selec-

tion, feeding strategies, 
and overall project plan-
ning wiil be discussed. 
The event is free but registra-
tion is required.

Don’t miss this chance to 
learn from local experts and 
give your steer project a strong 
start!

For more information, con-
tact the OSU Extension Ser-
vice in Douglas County at 541-
672-4461 or stop by 1134 SE 
Douglas Ave.

School board to fill vacant position
TRI CITY – South Umpqua 

School District is seeking to 
fill one vacant position on its 
Board of Education for Zone 
1 Position 2. The applicant 
selected by the board will 
serve in the position through 
June 30, 2027.

Candidates must be legally 
registered voters, have a Can-
yonville address and must 
have resided in the district 
for at least one year before 
the selection. Candidates may 
not be an employee of the dis-
trict, including substitutes.

Interested applicants must 

submit a letter of interest to 
the South Umpqua School 
District, Attn. Tabitha Rob-
erts, 558 SW Chadwick Lane, 
Myrtle Creek, OR 97457 or 
via email at Tabitha.roberts@
susd.k12.or.us. 

The South Umpqua School 
District Board of Directors is 
expected to screen letters of 
interest at the next scheduled 
board meeting. 

To obtain more informa-
tion about the South Umpqua 
School District, feel free to 
contact the Office of the Su-
perintendent at 541.863.3115.

Shirley Lois Lathrop, 88, 
of Myrtle Creek died Sep-
tember 19. Arrangements are 
pending at Mountain View 
Memorial Chapel of Myrtle 
Creek

Dennis Raye Hudson, 83, 
of Riddle died September 20. 
Arrangements are pending 
at Mountain View Memorial 
Chapel of Myrtle Creek

Clifford Leon Billingsley, 
75, of Myrtle Creek died Sep-
tember 20. Arrangements are 
pending at Mountain View 
Memorial Chapel of Myrtle 
Creek

Death Notices
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